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he Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the 
City of New York held its Regular Stated Meet-
ing on January 12, 2015 at the Princeton Club, 15 
W 43rd Street New York, NY, with the Society’s 
President, John C. Walton, presiding.  President 
Walton presented the speaker for the evening, Rev. 

Matt Malone, S.J., the Editor in Chief of America Magazine and 
President of America Media, who reviewed America’s coverage 
of Ireland over the last century. 

The Society held its Two Hundred and Thirty First Anniversary 
Dinner on March 17, 2015 in the Grand Ballroom of the Sheraton 
New York Hotel and Towers with one thousand two hundred and 
ninety-nine members and guests in attendance.  The ballroom was 
decorated with the traditional  green wall hangings, a large illumi-
nated replica of the membership medallion was positioned on one 
wall and the Society’s historic painting of its patron, Saint Patrick, 
was positioned above the dais and was flanked by the flags of the 
United States, Eire, the State of New York, the City of New York 
and the Vatican City state.  Carnations of green and white dec-
orated the tables and boutonnieres were provided for all guests.  
The President of the Society, former presidents, representatives of 
other ancient societies, speakers, and other distinguished guests 
were seated on the dais.

The Glee Club of the Friendly Sons, under the direction of 
Kevin Faughy, opened the festivities with the traditional singing 
of “The Hail of the Friendly Sons” and provided entertainment 
throughout the evening with songs by former president Victor 
Herbert.  President John C. Walton welcomed the members and 
their guests and introduced Cardinal Timothy Dolan, Archbishop 
of New York, who offered the Invocation. 

After dinner, President Walton offered a response to the first 
toast “To the President of the United States.” Rev. Jenkins toast-
ed, C.S.C., President of the University of Notre Dame responded 
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to the toast “To the Day We Celebrate” and Lou Holtz, former 
Head Coach at Notre Dame responded to the toast “To the United 
States.”

At the Regular Stated Meeting held on May 4, 2015, at the 
Princeton Club, President John C. Walton introduced William 
Duggan spoke about the honoring of Archbishop Hughes at St. 
Patrick’s Old Cathedral. 

The Annual Meeting of the Society took place on November 
16, 2015 at the Princeton Club. The election of officers took place 
followed by the installation of the new President, Matthew T. Mc-
Laughlin.  The evening concluded with entertainment from the 
Glee Club under the direction of Kevin Faughey. 
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REGULAR STATED MEETING 

held at

The Princeton Club

New York, New York

January 12, 2015

The Regular Stated Meeting of the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of Saint Patrick in the City of New York, held on Monday 
January 12, 2015, at The Princeton Club, 15 West 43rd Street, New 
York City, was called to order by the President of the Society, John 
C. Walton.

PRESIDENT JOHN C. WALTON:  Gentlemen, I would 
like to call the meeting to order, and I would ask our Glee 
Club to open the meeting by singing “The Hail of the Friend-
ly Sons.”

(“The Hail of the Friendly Sons” was performed by the 
Glee Club.)

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you, gentlemen.
I would like to now call upon Monsignor Michael Reid to 

lead us in grace.
MSGR. MICHAEL REID:  Let us pray.  
Heavenly Father, we ask you to bless us this evening.  

Please allow us a night of good cheer, good food, and good 
friendship amongst our Friendly Sons.  We ask you to bless 
our nation, the United States.  We ask you to bless the people 
of Ireland.  We ask all things in the name of Christ, our Lord.  
Amen.

PRESIDENT WALTON:  For those of you who don't 
know it, Monsignor lives in the quietest place in Brooklyn.

Gentlemen, please be seated.  Our formal presentation 
will begin after dessert.  Thank you.

(Dinner was served.)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, can I please have 
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your attention?
I regret to announce that I have to do double duty tonight.  

Our lead tenor is out with pneumonia, so it was requested 
that I sing with the Glee Club.  I don't know if that’s good 
or bad.

VOICE:  Hear! Hear!
PRESIDENT WALTON:  I call the meeting formally to order 

again.  I would like to recognize our Secretary, John Coleman, for 
the purpose of reading the minutes of the November meeting.

MR. JOHN A. COLEMAN, III:  Mr. President, I recommend 
that we dispense with the reading of the minutes and that they be 
accepted into the record as presented.

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Do I hear a motion to that effect?
(A motion to accept the minutes was made and seconded.)
All in favor.
(Chorus of ayes)
Now I recognize our Treasurer, John Sullivan, to give his re-

port.
MR. THOMAS H. SULLIVAN:  Thank you, Mr. President, 

fellow Friendly Sons.
At the time of my last report, I reported that as of October 31, 

2014, our cash on hand in our general fund was $69,566.  Since 
that time, our receipts through year-end, 12/31/2014, came to 
$42,380.  I would point out that a quite large portion of that, ap-
proximately half of it, was as a result of a gift from a very gener-
ous member of the Society.

We also, looking forward to the need for additional liquidi-
ty for the charitable grants that are about to be made and also, 
frankly, for our ongoing operating expenses, transferred the sum 
of $250,000 from our capital fund into our general fund.  That 
meant that as of the end of the year, our general fund, in cash and 
input to it, came to $361,946.  Expenditures during that period 
came to $81,918, leaving us with a cash balance as of the end of 
last year of $280,028.

Similarly, the balance on hand in the capital fund as of Decem-
ber 31, 2014, was $2,416,734.
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Thank you very much.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  I ask for a motion to accept the Trea-

surer’s report.
(A motion to accept the Treasurer’s report was made and sec-

onded.)
All in favor.
(Chorus of ayes)
It’s my sad duty now to read the names of members who have 

passed away since our last meeting, two gentlemen that I knew 
very well.  The first is Ken Hickman, who served on the Com-
mittee for Accounts for many years.  He was a good friend, from 
Summit, New Jersey.  I attended, on behalf to the Society, his 
funeral at St. Theresa’s in Summit.

The other is Edward P. Donnellan, who, you remember, passed 
away this summer.

Committees will be appointed to prepare suitable memorials 
to be published in our yearbook.  If you know the deceased mem-
bers, please contact our Historian, Michael Doyle. 

I would now ask you please to rise for a moment of silence for 
our departed members.

(Moment of silence)
Thank you, gentlemen.
We are a charitable society, and I would now like to recognize 

John Waldron, who is the Chairman of the Committee on Charity, 
to give his report.  John?

MR. WALDRON:  Thank you, Mr. President.
Earlier today, the Committee on Charity, which consists of ten 

members of the Society who are not officers plus the officers of 
the Society, met together to discuss possible grants for the 2014-
2015 fiscal year.  As approved at our November 14 meeting, we 
were allowed to spend up to $200,000 to be distributed.  This year 
there were requests submitted from fifty-four organizations.  Sev-
en were first-time submissions.  

As a result of the meeting and our discussions, thirty-six grants 
are now recommended, totaling $195,000, and there is one pend-
ing further investigation.  Thirty of these organizations received 
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grants in the 2013-2014 year.  There were seven organizations 
that received grants last year who will  not be receiving grants 
this year.

Once finalized, the checks will be distributed to the respective 
organizations, prior to March 17, 2015.

Thank you.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  I have a bit of new business to pres-

ent to you, gentlemen.  On Tuesday, January 27, the Society will 
sponsor cocktails at Mutual of America, 320 Park Avenue, as a 
warm-up for our March 17, 2015, dinner.

I must say again thank you to Mutual of America for allowing 
us to use your space.  If you recall, we had a similar meeting there 
in 2009.

The reception will take place from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. and will 
feature comments on the history of the Society by former Presi-
dent Bob Reilly, a display of some memorabilia of the Society, 
dating back to our founding in 1784, and a musical interlude by 
the Glee Club.

Since two of our speakers at the March 17, 2015, dinner have 
Notre Dame connections — and they are Father John I. Jenkins, 
the president of Notre Dame University, and the legendary foot-
ball coach, Lou Holtz — Jim Ryan and I worked with the Notre 
Dame Alumni Office and their New York Alumni Association to 
reach out to the donors in the tri-state area to make sure that they 
wave the flag for the president of their university.

Jack Swarbrick, who is the athletic director for Notre Dame, 
will be on hand on January 27 to make some remarks about Notre 
Dame athletics.

The purpose of this meeting is membership and to encourage 
the purchase of tickets and tables at the Anniversary Dinner, and 
to assure a warm welcome to Father Jenkins and Coach Holtz.

I must say, if you have a prospective member, a son, a nephew, 
whom you would like to introduce for membership of the Society, 
please bring them along.  Let Jackie McCarthy know, because we 
are pretty limited in terms of the number of people that we can 
host at the dinner.

Now I would like to introduce our dinner speaker this evening.  
I’m very honored that Father Matt Malone consented to be our 



14

speaker.  I had lunch with Father Malone this summer, and he 
informed me of the great wealth of information that they had re-
garding the period of the founding of America magazine, in 1909, 
through the period of the Civil War — communications with the 
Irish Jesuits and the New York Jesuits and the Boston Jesuits, 
during that time of intense turmoil in Ireland. 

Father Malone grew up in Cape Cod and attended the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts, earning a degree in history (cum laude).  
He holds a master of arts from Fordham University, a bachelor of 
divinity from the University of London, and a baccalaureate in sa-
cred theology (summa cum laude, with the congratulations of the 
Board of Examiners) from the Catholic University of Louvain, the 
finishing school for Jesuit philosophers and theologians.

Father Malone is also a founding member of REMUS, which is 
Religion, Mimesis and Society, an interdisciplinary research group 
at Heythrop College dedicated to the thought of René Girard.  He 
is a member of the Colloquium on Violence and Religion.

Being the fifth of six children, he probably became more ac-
customed to taking orders than receiving them.  Indeed, in June 
of 2012, he received the Sacrament of Holy Orders at Fordham 
University Chapel, with the honorary member of the Society of 
the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick Edward Cardinal Egan presiding.

Father Malone is the youngest living person to have been 
named editor of America and has challenged the organization 
to become ever more effective in reaching out to Catholics and 
Christians of all stripes.

I must say, my friend Tom Corrigan drove here from Cleve-
land to hear Father Malone.  He may get the award for longest 
distance traveled.  As Tom can recount, my conversations with the 
Jesuits usually started out with, “You can do better, Mr. Walton.”  
(Laughter)

Instead, I hope Father Malone will relate the work that Amer-
ica is doing to publish the writings of the Irish and American Je-
suits at the time of America’s founding in 1919, during the Civil 
War, and other comments he wants to make regarding the mission 
of America Foundation.

Father Malone?
FATHER MATT MALONE:  Is there absolutely nothing going 
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on in Cleveland?
It’s a great pleasure for me to be with you this evening.  I thank 

you for this very kind invitation to spend a few moments with you.
As Jack said, the occasion for my presence at these proceed-

ings is the forthcoming publication of a book called The Troubles 
in America, which is a collection of essays from the past century 
about the Irish Question, so-called, essays that have been pub-
lished in America.

For those of you who don't know, America is the leading 
national Catholic weekly magazine in the United States.  I feel 
obliged as a priest to tell you that if you do not know that, it is a 
venial sin.  Of course, it’s a mortal sin to deny it, maybe a venial 
sin not to know it.

By the official count, I am the fourteenth editor-in-chief of 
America since we started publishing in 1909.  Any of you who 
have ever had the good fortune, perhaps, of being educated by the 
Jesuits —

(Applause)
— you know that while we are occasionally in error, we are 

never in doubt.  (Laughter)
Five of my thirteen predecessors were fired for being insuffi-

ciently modest in their opinions.  Some of those opinions actually 
include the following.

In the very first issue of the magazine in 1909, a report on the 
recent Italian elections said that “recent elections demonstrate that 
the Italian people are unfit for the use of the ballot.”  That was 
1909, by the way.

Italians, of course, were not the only group to be subjected to 
the essentialist caricatures of some of these early Jesuits.  A quar-
ter century later, G.K. Chesterton, who was a columnist for Amer-
ica magazine, said, “The Englishman always says exactly what 
he means or just a little less than what he means.  The Frenchman 
says so exactly the opposite of what he means that it seems to have 
more exactitude than the other.  He excels in that inversion of the 
important and the unimportant which has often made French wit 
seem to dunces more mystifying than mysticism.”

Then, of course, there was in the twentieth century our issue 
in March 1971, in which the editors praised “the common-sense 
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voice” of General Idi Amin of Uganda and later on praised Robert 
Mugabe of Zimbabwe as “the very essence of reassurance and 
conciliator.”

You must take with a grain of salt — the great spice of Irish 
cuisine — you must take with a grain of salt anything the editors 
of America had to say — well, at that time, really about anything, 
but, assuredly, about the Irish Question.

On my own part, when it comes to what America has histori-
cally referred to as the Irish Question, I will admit that I am more 
than a little biased.  I am 100 percent Irish by blood.  My father 
was a fireman, so that counts.  My mother used to burn the pot 
roast.

You can imagine, then, how it was one of the great joys and 
highlights of my life when I got to preach at St. Patrick’s Ca-
thedral on St. Patrick’s Day a year ago.  I was also mindful that 
my presence there that day involved an act of faith on the part of 
Cardinal Dolan, for if this papacy has taught us anything, it is that 
you can never predict what a Jesuit is going to say.  And my own 
dear father, who was there for the mass, had actually darkened 
the door of a church for this occasion.  He was overcome with 
sentiment and shed a tear, in full view of the mayor of New York, 
the Irish prime minister, but, worst of all in his opinion, the fire 
commissioner.

When I try to count back through my predecessors as edi-
tor-in-chief, I figure just over three-fourths of them were Irish by 
descent.  When I made the list, obviously, I eliminated obvious 
Italian names like Tierney and O’Hare.  But even those editors 
were always great sympathizers with the cause of Irish indepen-
dence and great believers in the destiny of the Irish people.  In 
fact, a story from the history of America magazine will perhaps 
demonstrate this point.

Those among you who are the true historians of the struggle 
for independence will recall the time when Eamon de Valera set 
sail for the United States to go on what we might call a kind of 
consciousness-raising tour of the United States for the Irish cause.  
The British were intent on capturing him as a bandit, or at least 
blocking him from the American shores.  They made several at-
tempts to intercept the ship during the Atlantic crossing.  Once 
they had failed in that merry chase, they made clear to the Amer-
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ican government that they would view any honor offered to de 
Valera while he was in the United States as an insult of no minor 
significance.

The editor-in-chief of America in those days was a Jesuit 
named Richard Tierney, who was a formidable character.  He was 
built like a Buick and yet still carried his own self-importance as 
though afraid of breaking it.  You had the feeling that, as one of 
his colleagues said, he would have been either an effete Jesuit 
intellectual or a dockworker, but nothing in between.  Luckily for 
us, Father Tierney chose the former course.

At the time of de Valera’s visit, Tierney was already in hot 
water with the U.S. government.  During World War I, his an-
ti-British rhetoric had led the U.S. government to put America 
magazine on a list of journals suspected of seditious activity.  Af-
ter the war had ended, when Woodrow Wilson refused to endorse 
the cause of Irish independence, Father Tierney publicly accused 
him of violating his own stated principles of self-determination 
for all peoples.  The editors actually never warmed to Woodrow 
Wilson, though they were Democrats, especially since Wilson had 
expelled Eugene O’Neill from Princeton for the petty crimes of 
drunkenness and vandalism.  Woodrow Wilson kind of had a “bro-
ken windows” approach to lawbreaking, I guess.

The point is that Tierney was not popular with the political 
classes, and when the secular press reported that Eamon de Val-
era was to be feted by the Jesuits at the headquarters of America 
magazine and a dinner was to be held in his honor, there was a 
backlash.  The British did not think that this was such a good idea.  
In fact, the British government forbade distribution of America 
magazine on Irish shores and confiscated every extant copy of 
America magazine in Dublin.

But Father Tierney and the other editors were wise men.  Some 
might say they were downright Jesuitical.  The British did not 
want the Jesuits to host de Valera for dinner, for that would be 
too great an honor.  So Father Tierney and the other Jesuits did 
not offer Mr. de Valera dinner.  They offered him, instead, a mod-
est reception, one that took place in the dining room, with some 
very heavy hors d’oeuvres that were served in multiple courses 
and paired with wines.  There were Irish musicians playing rebel 
songs, and there was Irish Republican signage and decorations 
everywhere.  At the conclusion of the evening, reported Father 
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Tierney in his memoir, all agreed that it was the most delicious 
non-dinner an Irishman had ever enjoyed.

That might tell you something about the magazine’s sympa-
thies when it came to the Irish Question, but there are several other 
interesting things to note when dealing with the literally hundreds 
of articles the magazine published between 1910 and 1930 on Ire-
land or the Irish Question.  I’ll mention just three.  I, of course, 
will not rehearse everything that we have said about Ireland be-
cause that would bore you to death, and my father said that there 
were really only two sins.  One was to be cheap and the other was 
to be boring, and they usually go together.  Since I’m obviously 
not picking up the check, I wouldn’t want to risk boring you.

I think there are really three things when we look back at our 
coverage of this question in America magazine.  

The first is that we forget in our own time that even if things 
were not as bad as they were in days previously, say during the 
famine or in other periods of Irish history, the country was still 
terribly poor in those years.  This was something that America re-
turned to time and again.  Eight hundred years of occupation can’t 
be undone in just a few decades.  As you know, many Irish were 
still leaving the country to try to make a go of it overseas.  The 
country was rural, the country was impoverished, and a significant 
portion of the country was living in the Bronx.  (Laughter)

Seriously, when one reads these articles, one is reminded that 
this was a time when subsistence or something slightly above it 
was all that an average Irishman could hope for.  So an affinity 
for the working man, for the downtrodden, for the person who is 
trying to play by the rules and make the most of his life — that 
became a hallmark of America’s editorial policy, one which you 
would find today in our pages.

The second thing that we notice is the close connection, obvi-
ously, between faith and Irish culture.  The Irish experience has 
been forged in a crucible of hardship and war.  For the Irish peo-
ple, the cross of Jesus Christ was at the center of that history.  For 
centuries, Ireland united her struggle to the cross of Our Lord and 
drew from his passion the strength and the courage and the hope to 
endure her trial.  Downtrodden and alienated from herself, Ireland 
placed her desperate hope in the crucified one, the stone that the 
builders had rejected who had become cornerstone.
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As one America editorial said, “Thus, with their eyes firmly 
fixed on the hope of heaven, a long-suffering people came to be-
lieve in the promise of a new earth,” and they set sail for this 
city, which they would transform into an unprecedented center 
of apostolic activity, because it was here from New York that the 
church would advance across the continent.  Everywhere that 
the church advanced, the Irish followed, founding parishes and 
schools and hospitals and orphanages and colleges and sodalities, 
founding America magazine.  This was a new evangelization for 
a new world.  And here, in the land of the free, the stones that the 
builders had rejected became the living stones of a new church.

We hear so much these days about the deChristianization of 
Ireland and of Europe or the way that American Catholics think 
and act much the same as other Americans.  We forget that there 
was a time when most Irish in the United States or back home 
explicitly equated the Catholic faith with the Irish culture.  And 
note that even those Irish writers who abandoned the faith or the 
country, even some of them that appeared in America, like Joyce 
or Beckett or others who went to Paris or elsewhere, still spent 
the rest of their lives writing about Irish culture and about Irish 
Catholic faith.

In America’s articles, one senses that the Catholic nature of 
Ireland is a given.  Indeed, the Protestant land-owning class in 
our early years was largely ignored or seen as just a British fifth 
column, but not as really, truly Irish.  And that was unfair and it 
was unfortunate.  It was an unfortunate bias, but not a singularly 
impressive one, considering the context of fear and repression and 
multiple biases in which it was formed.

The third thing to notice, I think, is something that many of us 
still feel today — that I do, that my father did from the front pew 
of St. Patrick’s Cathedral on March 17 — and that is this terrible 
nostalgia for the old country, for home.  It reminds us that in its 
truest meaning, which comes from the Greek, “nostalgia” does not 
mean sentimentality for the past, but a longing for a place and a 
time — the old country, the old sod.  

So many articles and editorials and mentions of Ireland in the 
pages of America made it clear that while Irish-Americans had 
bid farewell to the old country, they had actually never really left 
it behind, and not just because they were always getting letters 
asking if maybe the American cousin couldn’t spare a few quid.
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But even the Troubles seem more and more a thing of the past.  
With Ireland part of the EU and sharing the euro, with the ease of 
travel on the continent, and even back and forth to the States, what 
is most interesting is to go back to the stories of those years in 
the early life of America magazine, still the early life of America 
itself — and, remember, the magazine was only founded seven 
years before the Easter Rising — and to hear firsthand the stories 
that today might only be echoes.

One of America’s columnists returned to Ireland last year — 
his sister lives in Dublin — and found an interesting thing carved 
into a doorway at the prison where the planners of the Easter Ris-
ing were kept and then later executed.  Someone had written there, 
“Beware of the risen people, ye that have harried and held.”

I’m sure that many of you know where that comes from.  It’s 
part of two lines from a poem written by Patrick Pearse, who was 
held prisoner in that same place and was executed in the stone-
breaker’s yard.  The larger poem is called “The Rebel.”  In it, 
Pearse speaks in exactly the tones I mentioned earlier, the mar-
riage of love for the faith and love for the Irish people, the way 
a people hated by their masters still knew themselves somehow 
beloved by God.

If you will permit me, I would like to read just a few lines from 
that poem, which we were pleased to publish in America.  They 
capture the spirit of the magazine’s approach to the Irish Question, 
a spirit you shall encounter yourself when you buy and read the 
book, which you undoubtedly will.

“I am come of the seed of the people, the people that sorrow;
Who have no treasure but hope,
No riches laid up but a memory of an ancient glory
My mother bore me in bondage, in bondage my mother was 

born,
I am the blood of serfs…
I that have a soul greater than the souls of my people’s masters, 
I that have vision and prophecy, and the gift of fiery speech, 
I that have spoken with God on the top of his holy hill.
And because I am of the people, I understand the people.  
I am sorrowful with their sorrow, I am hungry with their de-

sire…
And now I speak, being full of vision;
I speak to my people, and I speak in my people’s name to
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The masters of my people;
I say to my people that they are holy,
That they are august despite their chains,
That they are greater than those that hold them
And stronger and purer,
That they have but need of courage, and to call on the name of 

their God,
God the unforgetting, the dear God who loves the people
For whom he died naked, suffering shame.
And I say to my people’s masters:  Beware
Beware of the thing that is coming, beware of the risen people
Who shall take what ye would not give.”
May God bless Ireland and may God bless the United States 

of America.
(Applause)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Father Malone, thank you very 

much.  We appreciate your presence greatly.
Now I would like to turn the meeting over to Kevin Faughey.  

But, first, I know that there are some members who have to catch 
trains and might want to head out before the Glee Club gives a 
brief interlude of music.  If you have to get a train, I’ll give you 
about thirty seconds.

Kevin?
MR. KEVIN FAUGHEY:  Good evening, gentlemen.
For this evening’s program, we will be singing “Toyland,” 

written by Victor Herbert, who was the founder of the Glee Club.  
The next composition the Glee Club will sing will be “Ding Dong 
Merrily on High,” by David Willcocks.  Then we will sing a 
Christmas carol medley, “We Three Kings,” “God Rest Ye Merry, 
Gentlemen,” “Good Christian Men, Rejoice,” and our soloist for 
the evening, Rudy Albert, will sing “O Holy Night.”  Then we end 
with the “Hallelujah Chorus.”

(Glee Club Performance)
MR. FAUGHEY:  One very brief announcement before we 

sing the National Anthem.  I just want to let all of you know we 
are looking for members.  Unfortunately, a lot of our members 
have gotten older.  Some are sick.  They may have issues so that 
they can’t make it as often as they would like.  Please, if you know 
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anybody who you think would be good for us, if you yourself 
want to come and join us, call, speak to one of the men, whatever.  
We would love to have you with us.

With that, now I guess we will sing the National Anthem.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Yes.  Gentlemen, please remain up-

standing for the singing of the National Anthem.
(Singing of the National Anthem)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, this concludes our meet-

ing.  Please get home safely.  I look forward to seeing many of you 
on January 27.  Goodnight and God bless.

(Adjourn:  8:43 p.m.)
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Anniversary Dinner

held at

The Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers

New York, New York

March 17, 2015

(Irish Marching Band performance)
PRESIDENT JOHN C. WALTON:  Gentlemen, welcome to 

the 231st Anniversary Dinner of the Society of the Friendly Sons 
of St. Patrick in the City of New York.

I invite you to sing with our Glee Club “The Hail of the Friend-
ly Sons.”

Kevin?
 (“The Hail of the Friendly Sons” was performed by the Glee 

Club.)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you, Glee Club.
Gentlemen, six years before the founding of our Society, on 

March 17, 1778, at Valley Forge, General George Washington or-
dered a toast by his men to each of the thirteen colonies.  The 
troops, thereby lubricated, were instructed to go forth in battle 
singing “O’Donnell Aboo.”  Those were difficult times.  But the 
tradition of such toasts is kept brilliantly alive by the Society of 
the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the City of New York.

When Patrick lit the first new fire of Easter across the valley 
from Tara, the wizard ran to the king and said, “Unless this fire 
is quenched tonight when it is lit, it will not be quenched until 
Doomsday.”  Gentlemen, we also keep that fire alive.

I would like to call to the podium His Eminence Timothy Car-
dinal Dolan for our invocation, after which I ask you to remain 
upstanding.

ARCHBISHOP TIMOTHY M. DOLAN:  In the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, we thank you Lord 
for the light of faith, we thank you for our Irish heritage and cul-
ture, we thank you for American citizenship, we thank you for the 
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joy that we share and the dreams that we have, we thank you for 
those who have been part of this great gathering in the past and 
have now passed over unto You.  Especially, we think of Cardinal 
Edward Egan and Father Theodore Hesburgh; we thank you for 
this great city of New York, and we thank you especially for the 
saint whose has brought us together in friendship and unity and 
joy and promise and hope this evening, St. Patrick.  Through his 
intercession may he bless our families, may he bless Ireland, may 
he bless our intentions, may he bless this city that we call our 
earthly home.  We make this prayer through his powerful inter-
cession as well as through that of Our Lady Queen of Ireland, the 
Queen of Peace, the Golden Rose, as we pray:  

Bless us, O Lord, in these thy gifts which we are about to re-
ceive from thy bounty through Christ Our Lord.  Amen.  In the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

Thank you.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, please remain upstand-

ing.
Two weeks ago, the Society lost a good friend, supporter, and 

distinguished Honorary Member, His Eminence Edward Cardinal 
Egan.  It is fitting that he and other recently departed members of 
the Society will celebrate this feast of our patron saint from his 
perch in heaven.

I would ask you to join me in a moment of silent prayer in 
tribute to Cardinal Egan.

(Moment of silence observed)
Thank you.
I would like to extend a special welcome to the dais to two 

new attendees this year:  the new Consul-General Ambassador 
from the Republic of Ireland, The Honorable Barbara Jones; and 
I also want to welcome Maureen Scannell Bateman of the Amer-
ican-Irish Historical Society, whose father was a distinguished 
member of the Friendly Sons.

Our speakers this evening are Father John Jenkins, the Pres-
ident of the University of Notre Dame, and former coach of the 
Fighting Irish, Lou Holtz.

Gentlemen, you may now take your seats as dinner is served.
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(Dinner was served.)
(Glee Club performance)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen and ladies, I would like 

to call to order this, the 231st Anniversary Dinner of the Society of 
the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the City of New York.

I would like to thank our various committees which have per-
formed so admirably in the past year, in particular, Peter McGuire 
and the Board of Stewards for the attention they bring to the din-
ner preparations.

As the audience is aware, the purpose of the Society is to pro-
vide aid to indigent Irishmen.  When the young junior senator 
from the State of Massachusetts by the name Kennedy addressed 
our Society, he stated that it is becoming an increasingly difficult 
task to find indigent Irishmen.  Gentlemen, let me assure you the 
indigent Irishmen and Sisters of Charity have no difficulty in find-
ing us or our Charities Committee Chairman John Waldron.

I am particularly thankful to Jackie McCarthy, who has the 
unique knack of anticipating the needs of your President and an 
encyclopedic knowledge of our rubrics and membership lists.

A special note of thanks to Aaron Watford, of the Venable law 
firm, who parachuted himself in before the dinner to help Jackie 
deal with a computer malfunction. 

We are very happy to have with us the Friendly Sons Glee 
Club, celebrating their 102nd year in existence.  The Glee Club 
is ably led by Kevin Faughey and accompanied by David Ralph.

I’d also like to personally thank John Shanahan, who, from 
Dublin, helped us arrange participation of Kilbeggan Distillery 
in the whiskey-tasking event which the Society sponsored in con-
junction with the St. George’s, St. David’s, and St. Andrew’s so-
cieties.  This is an event which the membership liked a lot and we 
will repeat.

And lastly, thanks to the Friendly Sons members and events 
manager of the Sheraton, Ed Kane, and the wait staff who have 
worked so hard to pull this together.

The time comes for the first of our traditional toasts.  May it 
please our speakers, Father John Jenkins and Coach Holtz; His 
Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan; Ambassador-General Jones; 
Dr. O’Connell of Manhattan College; Father Richard Warner, 
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Superior General of the Congregation of the Holy Cross; Police 
Commissioner The Honorable Bill Bratton and former Police 
Commissioner and Honorable Member of the Society Ray Kelly; 
and to the representatives of other venerable societies, formers 
presidents of the Society here on the dais, members, sons, family, 
friends of the Friendly Sons, from border to border and coast to 
coast and all the ships at sea.

But whereof the Howard Beach Italian?  Gentlemen, the So-
ciety did receive a letter from Governor Cuomo expressing his 
regrets and stating that he couldn’t attend.  He indicated that the 
family is abstaining from comedy this Lent.

Gentlemen, please charge your glasses and be upstanding.
To the President of the United States.
(The toast was given.)
Please be seated.
I come bearing an apology to Former President Tom O’Brien 

and the team of attorneys who amended the Bylaws of the Society 
in 2010.  At my insistence, the phrase “Irish race” was deleted 
and replaced with the term “Irish peoples.”  Perhaps I should have 
requested the “consubstantial Irish peoples.”

But recent archeological and ethnographic research has demon-
strated that the Irish people are in fact a distinct race and, except 
for the ugly ones, the noblest and most handsome people of all the 
Earth.

The earliest human remains and elements of domesticity are 
to be found near Sligo, in the west of Ireland, from almost 5,000 
years before the birth of Christ.  These Paleolithic artifacts predate 
those of Britain and Scotland by hundreds of years — proof that 
the Irish were civilized before the Brits. 

I am reminded by Father Gannon that “the barbarians of Brit-
ain were still living on acorns when all of Roscommon had the 
gout.”  (Laughter)

Now, gentlemen, it is said that the Irish are a Celtic people, 
that our Neolithic and Bronze Age progenitors were overrun by 
the Celtoi as that swarthy bunch made their way westward from 
Anatolia through Austria and into western France.  

Something differently, however:  the latter has it that the Irish 
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of the Bronze Age adapted the Celtic Nomen so that they could 
pass when amongst their continental brethren, the Poles, at La-
hinch and Ballybunion.  If the Irish were really Celtic, the eth-
nologists would expect to see traces of their present modern-day 
habits, ingrained superstitions, and religious practices among the 
residents of Cornwall and Brittany.  But an Irishman would never 
look for kindling wood in a graveyard, for to remove a fallen tree 
limb is to bring upon oneself imminent bad luck.  The Frenchman 
has no such fear, for they have been laicized.

An Irishman will tip his hat to a rustling pile of leaves, lest the 
little people perform some mischief upon him.

And finally, the Britain (Britons?).  Who among the Britain 
would have a scapula of the Sacred Heart pinned to his BVDs?  
(Laughter)

Gentlemen, the ineluctable truth is that the Irish civilization 
subsumed the Celts.

Perhaps the greatest gift of the Hibernian Irish to the Celtic 
Caledonians arises from the tools used in the tilling of the land, 
for, unlike other cultures, our Neolithic forbearers did not use 
the shovel or pike, but rather a long-handled spade which gently 
turned the sod so that the spud could be placed without damage.  
Today, several millennia later, on those days when the sun is low 
in the western sky, one can see the lazy beds, as they’re called, 
nearby the shores of County Mayo.  Quod erat demonstrandum, 
the Irish invented the divot millennia before the Scots had invent-
ed the game of golf.

Moreover, it was the cudgel of the Irish Saint Columba used 
to subjugate the Picts to Christianity and, only 1,000 years later, 
adapted by the Scots and renamed the mashie or niblick, as course 
conditions warranted.

The game of golf, though, brings me full circle to my response 
to the toast which I am obligated to respond.  In terms of rounds of 
golf per day in the Oval Office, Mr. Obama cannot hold a candle 
to the record of Dwight Eisenhower.  Ike was such a fanatic that 
he had a putting green built on the White House lawn and would 
practice every morning.  If the dew lay too heavily on the turf, he 
would send out aides to wick away the offending moisture with 
fly fishing tackle.

Now, can you imagine the incumbent, President Obama, get-
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ting on the hoot and howler down to the White House canteen and 
saying, “Valerie or Josh, can you go out there and squeegee the 
putting green?  I’d like to get a practice round in before the Dalai 
Lama arrives.”

Despite this avuncular image, and soothed by the mists of time, 
Ike was a man with an enormous temper, well concealed in public 
but of Vesuvian intensity in private.  Dulles, in particular, could 
see it coming when Ike’s bald head would turn bright red while the 
president outwardly managed a tight smile, this while being berat-
ed by Lyndon Johnson over the missile gap or by Khrushchev at 
the 1960 Paris Summit.

While it is not commonly known about Ike, he was a brilliant 
card shark at West Point, so much so that he would routinely run 
the table on his fellow plebes and he had to stop playing.  He also 
had an uncanny ability to see into the minds of his opponents.  Yet, 
as I mentioned to Coach Holtz, he was also known to take more 
than his occasional mulligan to improve his lie and fiddle with his 
scorecard.  

A book on Eisenhower reveals that this president was a pur-
poseful enigma — silent, cryptic, nonanswers.  These belie the 
fact that his hand was on the scabbard at all times, and everyone 
knew it.

Gentlemen and ladies, in honor of the President, the job is the 
hardest in the world.  Perhaps twenty-five or fifty years from now 
we will fully understand the challenges which have been stared 
down in our own present time.  I will say the economy is grow-
ing, the financial system appears to have less risk, and meaningful 
steps have been taken to expand health coverage, and the issues 
of undocumented participants in our economic and social systems 
are being addressed.  While I will complain of taxes with my last 
dying breath, the truth of the matter is that for many sectors of our 
society things are getting better.

Now, gentlemen, in conclusion, let me propose another toast.  
Gentlemen, please charge your glasses and be upstanding.

Gentlemen, “To The Day We Celebrate.”
(The toast was given.)
It gives me great pleasure to introduce Father Jenkins, the Con-

gregation of Holy Cross, to respond to the toast To The Day We 
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Celebrate.
Father Jenkins is the second president of the University of No-

tre Dame to address our Society, the last being Father Cavanaugh 
in 1918.  Long these ninety-seven years the Domers have been 
wandering in the wilderness of New York City, in spite of the fact 
that no group will fill the Garden faster than their legitimate and 
subway alumni.

While I no longer have deep and discreet sources within the Je-
suit community, Boris and Natasha having been exiled to Boston 
College several years ago, word has come my way that the threat 
to the Jesuit hegemon among university dinner speakers has not 
gone without notice.  You must realize, Father Jenkins, that when 
Lyndon Johnson addressed our Society in 1964, Father Robert I. 
Gannon thought the remarks commenting upon the Great Society 
had all to do with the Jesuits. 

Father Jenkins, I welcome you to the dais.
(Glee Club performed “Notre Dame Victory March”)
REV. JOHN I. JENKINS:  Thank you, President Walton, for 

that wonderful welcome.  Thanks to the Glee Club for singing the 
fight song.  Thanks to all of you for being here.

I’m tremendously honored to be here tonight.  I feel tremen-
dously important being with such a distinguished group here on 
this dais.  

Someone asked me, however, why wasn’t the Mayor here to-
night.  (Laughter)

I said it was because we started on time.  (Laughter)
It’s a wonderful day, a day we celebrate — unless you’re the 

Mayor (Laughter).  It is, I’m told, his least favorite month.  He 
even canceled his subscription to Parade magazine.

But nevertheless, we have a distinguished group here.  One of 
the great blessings I have tonight is that I speak before Lou Holtz, 
who is one of the best speakers I know. 

You know, there are many challenges to being a Catholic uni-
versity president, and I could stand up here and tell you all the 
challenges I face, all the problems I have.  But, as Lou so wisely 
said, “You know, when you tell people your problems, half of them 
don’t care and half of them are glad you have them.”  (Laughter)
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I’m here with Commissioner Bratton.  I know you have some 
problems as well.  You know, the NYPD and the University of No-
tre Dame have at least one thing in common:  We both get sued by 
the ACLU.  (Laughter)  Can you believe they wanted us to change 
our name from “the Fighting Irish” to “the willing to negotiate 
unless physically provoked Irish”?  (Laughter)

Commissioner, we are committed at Notre Dame to the cause 
of justice.  So I must raise with you a very serious issue.  It has 
been over a year — over a year — and you have yet to identify a 
suspect in the death of the Staten Island groundhog.  (Laughter)

No person of interest?  No one, really?
As I would have said to Mayor de Blasio, had he been here 

tonight, I’m a Catholic priest, I’m in the forgiveness business, and 
I will be available for confession after this event.  (Laughter)

I’m also honored to share this dais with Al Smith IV.  His leg-
endary great-grandfather was once asked by FDR, “Why do you 
Irish always answer a question with a question?”  Smith replied, 
“Do we now?”  (Laughter)

And Al Smith could handle a heckler.  Once a heckler yelled, 
“Tell us all you know, Al.  It won’t take long.”  He shot back, “I’ll 
tell them all we both know.  It won’t take any longer.”  (Laughter)

Commissioner Kelly told that story a few years ago, but I loved 
it, so I decided to steal it.  Thank you, Commissioner Kelly.

You know, St. Patrick doesn’t have much to say any more 
about how we honor him.  But the founder of Notre Dame, Father 
Edward Sorin, did.  In the 1860s, Father Sorin banned student 
celebrations of St. Patrick’s Day because they had become too 
rowdy.  Imagine that!

One of Father Sorin’s successors maintained the ban, but he 
died in office, and his dying words were, “Be good to the stu-
dents.”

The next president of Notre Dame was a good Irishman, Father 
Patrick Colovin, who restored the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations.  
He was beloved and then was removed.  Father Sorin was Superi-
or General of the Holy Cross Order at the time and forced him out.

My policy on St. Patrick’s Day celebration lies somewhere 
between Father Sorin and Father Colovin.  I get out of town.  
(Laughter)  So, Members of the Society, thank you for giving me 
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a good excuse to be out of town on St. Patrick’s Day.
I’m standing next to a great at least honorary Notre Dame 

alum, Cardinal Dolan, a wonderfully hospitable person. 
I know you may not believe this, but I was running late to get 

here and Cardinal Dolan, just tremendously generous, met me at 
LaGuardia and insisted on driving me himself.  We were in a rush, 
so I hopped in the back of the car.  You wouldn’t believe the time 
we made on the Van Wyck.  

Neither did the cop who pulled us over.  As he called the dis-
patcher, he said, “I’ve stopped someone really big.”

The dispatcher said, “How big?”
“Really big.”
“Well, who is it?”
He said, “I don’t know, but Cardinal Dolan is his chauffeur.”  

(Laughter)
Traffic on the Van Wyck is terrible.  I’m told the only thing 

worse is getting stuck in line for confession behind Alex Rodri-
guez.  (Laughter)

Now, I do want to get serious for a moment and remember two 
really great Americans, both with Irish ancestry, who died a cou-
ple weeks ago just two days apart from one another:  a good friend 
of mine and many people in this room and a friend to all causes 
Irish, the former president of the Coca-Cola Company and Chair-
man Emeritus of the Board of Trustees of the University of No-
tre Dame, Don Keough; and his good friend and my good friend 
and brother in Holy Cross, the longest serving president of Notre 
Dame, the incomparable Father Theodore M. Hesburgh.

Years ago, Father Hesburgh accompanied Don Keough to Lat-
in America, going from city to city on Coca-Cola’s corporate jet 
with various Coca-Cola executives.  

Father Ted said Mass every day of his life.  They were leaving 
early.  He said, “Don, rather than get up early and say Mass, could 
I say Mass on the plane?”

Don said, “Of course.”
They were in a small cabin of a corporate jet and Don an-

nounced to the fellow executives, some of whom weren’t Cath-
olic, that Father Hesburgh was about to say Mass.  He said he 
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understood that a number of them weren’t Catholic.  They were 
cruising at about 50,000 feet.  Don said, “Now, if you’re uncom-
fortable with that, feel free to step outside.  There’s the door.”  
(Laughter) 

As my mother would say, Father Hesburgh — we called him 
Father Ted — was “a fine figure of a man,” with a full head of 
silver hair, who smoked a good cigar every day of his life until he 
died at age ninety-seven.

It was a dark, dark day in the annals of this, the friendliest of 
societies, when New York officials in their wisdom made it unlaw-
ful to smoke cigars at this august gathering.  I am proud to say that 
at Notre Dame Father Hesburgh could smoke a cigar anywhere he 
wanted, any time he wanted.

One story about Father Ted.  A Jesuit dies and goes to heaven.  
He tells St. Peter that he’s delighted to be in heaven but he’s intim-
idated by meeting the indomitable Father Hesburgh.

St. Peter says, “Don’t worry.  There’s a long line of people 
waiting to see Father Hesburgh.  You won’t meet him for a long 
time.”

The Jesuit says, “Fine.”
So he goes into heaven.  The first thing he sees is this tall, hand-

some man with silver hair, a cigar, confident and affable, talking to 
everyone, and he’s completely flustered.

He goes back to St. Peter and says, “St. Peter, I thought you 
said I wouldn’t have to meet Father Hesburgh right away.”

St. Peter says, “Oh, that’s not Father Hesburgh.  That’s God.  
He just thinks he’s Father Hesburgh.”  (Laughter)

You know, Notre Dame was given its French name by its 
French founder, Father Edward Sorin of the Congregation of Holy 
Cross.  But nearly all of Sorin’s successors had Irish ancestors.  
The student body has always had a very strong Irish presence, the 
campus a strong Irish flavor.  

We are proud to say that we have the Keough-Naughton Insti-
tute for Irish Studies with distinguished scholars of Irish literature, 
language, art, society, Notre Dame is the largest center for the 
study of Irish language outside of Ireland, and we have a won-
derful international study program in Ireland, all of which we are 
very proud of.
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We are working on a documentary, were asked to do this by the 
Irish government, a definitive documentary of the 1916 rising, in 
time for the centennial celebrations next year. 

And, very important, Notre Dame recently beat Navy in Dub-
lin in football.

Above all, Notre Dame was shaped, and still is, by the deep 
thirst for learning of the Irish people, guided by a deep faith in 
God and enriched by the love of a community.  

The spirit of the Fighting Irish is as good an explanation as 
any why Erin’s small island and those who came from it have had 
such a big impact on the world.  The influence is not due to great 
wealth.  It did not come from military conquests.  The source of 
Irish strength came from the virtues and characters of its people.  

I came to know these virtues through my mother, a very Irish 
mother, Helen Condon, and her very Irish mother, Julia Ford 
Condon.  My mother had an unwavering belief in the surpassing 
importance of family, friendships, and community.  She couldn’t 
get enough of family.  She had twelve children, and now, at age 
eighty-six, has forty-five grandchildren.

My mother was also a person of deep faith.  Like so many Irish, 
she knew tragedy in her life but learned to respond with resilient 
hope.  

She grew up on a farm.  When she was twelve, her father 
was crushed and killed by a thrashing machine.  Her mother, my 
grandmother, was left with three children to raise.  She was forced 
to sell the farm and used the proceeds to start an upholstery store.  
Her partner fled with the money.  She had to begin again and work 
in a hospital to support the family.  She never made much money, 
but she gave my mother and her brothers enough of the things that 
mattered.  When my grandmother came to live with us, as she did 
in later life, I did not hear a single complaint from her or from my 
mother.

As we celebrate our Irish heritage, we celebrate the character 
of a people — a people who knew great hardships, tragedy, and 
displacement, yet whose commitment to faith and community en-
abled them to overcome whatever obstacles came their way.  That 
is our heritage.

Centuries ago, under crushing penal laws, the Irish language 
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and faith were prohibited, Mass outlawed, churches banned, 
priests executed, and millions starved.  The Irish have nothing 
if not long memories, as well they should.  So we of all people 
must rage against the plight of Christians around the world today, 
whether in Iraq or Egypt or anywhere else, who are being perse-
cuted in the most barbaric ways at the bloody hands of ISIS or 
anyone else.

History has also made the Irish an immigrant people.  Famine 
and oppression sent our ancestors to all corners of the globe, and 
particularly to the United States.  They knew the heartbreak of 
leaving their families, the hardships of finding their way in a new 
land, the loneliness, the discrimination against poor immigrants.  
We, above all, should have hearts and minds open to the immi-
grants among us, wresting this issue from short-sighted partisan 
politics.  (Applause)

This is one important way to honor our ancestors who endured 
so much so that we might call ourselves Americans.

We are the Irish of faith, which sustained us at difficult times; 
we are the Irish of love, which builds community and cares for the 
vulnerable; and we are the fighting Irish who rise above adversity 
and meet challenge with hope.  Faith, love, hope — for most of 
us, these are the only treasures that our ancestors were able to take 
with them from their homes in Ireland.  Fortunately, in the end 
nothing more was needed.

God bless the Irish, God bless the Friendly Sons, God bless the 
United States of America, and happy St. Patrick’s Day.

(Applause)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you very much, Father Jen-

kins.
It’s now my great honor to introduce our next speaker, Coach 

Lou Holtz. 
Lou is a West Virginia native and grew up in East Liverpool, 

Ohio.  He graduated from Kent State in 1959.  I will not recite 
the record of colleges Holtz has worked at, else you feel it’s Holy 
Thursday and we are going through the Litany of Saints.  

Needless to say, Coach Holtz was the winningest coach in No-
tre Dame history and has been a source of inspiration to students, 
faculty, and alumni alike.
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For us youngsters, myself, growing up in the Midwest, the 
entire year revolved around football, practice starting on August 
15, the Feast of the Assumption, and going through Thanksgiv-
ing.  We played football in Lent, we played football in the ice and 
snow, and we took a brief respite for baseball.  When Notre Dame 
or Ohio State were on TV, everybody was tuned.

This is the second time that Coach Holtz is addressing the So-
ciety of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick.  On that prior occasion, 
we also had the luxury of hosting Supreme Court Justice Antonin 
Scalia.  

Gentlemen, I am very pleased this evening to ask Coach Holtz 
to approach the podium.

Please be upstanding and charge your glasses.
Gentlemen, “To The United States.”
(The toast was given.)
MR. LOU HOLTZ:  Thank you very much.  Thank you, John.
PARTICIPANT:  Bravo, Coach!
MR. HOLTZ:  My only desire is that the Friendly Sons of St. 

Patrick are friendly.  
Ten percent of you won’t remember 10 percent of what I said 

ten minutes after I said it.  But I hope for the next few minutes we 
can share thoughts and ideas.  The things I am going to talk to you 
about are things I believe, things I’ve experienced.  I’m not going 
to talk about something I’ve read about or heard about.

I’m flattered and honored to be here.
Father John, I want to congratulate you on a beautiful speech.  

But more importantly, I want everybody, this entire room, to know 
the tremendous leadership that Father Jenkins and the Board of 
Trustees have provided to Notre Dame, and Notre Dame has never 
shone any brighter or been any stronger because of his leadership.  
So I congratulate him and I thank him.

I think it is important for you to understand who I’m not.  I’m 
not a singer, I’m not a dancer, I’m not an entertainer, and I’m not 
an intellect.  When I graduated from high school, I was in the 
lower third of my high school class.  That’s a fact.  But if it were 
not for people like me there could have been no upper half of the 
class.  (Laughter)
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Someone said, “But you’ve written three New York Times 
best-selling books.”  That is true.  You’re looking at the only 
guy in the room who has written more books than he has read.  
(Laughter)  

I say that just so you understand there’s nothing complicated 
about me.

People say, “Oh, you must have been a good athlete.”  No, not 
really.  I love golf.  I live in Orlando.  I belong to Bay Hill and 
played the men’s shootout several years ago.  I was paired with 
Arnold Palmer.  I was so nervous, I played so bad, and we lost 
money.

We’re in the locker room afterwards and I said, “Gee, Arnie, 
I’m sorry.  I never played that bad before.”

He said, “Oh, you’ve played before, have you?”  (Laughter)
It was a beautiful parade today.  I did not march in it.  The rea-

son I don’t is I don’t believe in getting all excited and marching 
etc. at my age.

People say, “Well, do you exercise because you’re so thin?”
I say, “No.  If there’s going to be heavy breathing it’s going to 

be in wife’s bedroom.”  (Laughter)
Somebody said, “How do you stay so thin?”
I said, “I can’t eat when the Jets lose.”  (Laughter)
What I’m going to share with you today is not very complicat-

ed.  I try to keep life simple.  See, we don’t have to complicate life.  
Do you realize there are only five colors of the rainbow?  Look 
what Michelangelo did with those five colors.  There’s only seven 
musical notes; think what Beethoven did with those seven musical 
notes.  There’s only ten numbers — look what Bernie Madoff did 
with those ten numbers.  (Laughter)  I try to keep life simple.  

But it is a pleasure and an honor to be here.  You know, it’s hard 
to believe, 231 years ago, in 1784, the first group of The Friend-
ly Sons of St. Patrick met.  There were 100 in that entire group.  
That’s how it started out, 100.  Yet, five of those 100 started to The 
Bank of New York.  Then you look at this.

I think the Glee Club is absolutely beautiful. 
I know that the wives aren’t here.  I congratulate you.  (Laugh-

ter)
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And friendly stands for being very charitable, and you certain-
ly have been, with all the money you raise for great causes.  That 
was the purpose of this.

I want to pause here and say to you, even though your wives 
aren’t here, if you want some great advice, listen to your spouse.  
Nobody knows you any better, loves you any more, wants to see 
you succeed any more, be any more honest with you.

I remember when I was at Ohio State we won the national 
championship.  There was a billboard sign that said “Behind every 
successful man stands a very surprised mother-in-law.”  (Laugh-
ter)

I want to tell you I’ve been married for fifty-three years.  My 
wife is my best friend.  

We were on a golf course.  I said, “Yeah, fifty-three years with 
my best friend.”

He said, “No, no, your wife’s not your best friend.”
I said, “Oh yes, she is.”
He said, “No, your dog is.”
I said, “You’re out of your mind.”
He said, “Well, try this.  Lock your wife and your dog in the 

trunk of the car and come back in two hours and see which one’s 
happy to see you.  The dog.”  (Laughter) 

Maybe it is the dog.
I think it’s absolutely fantastic that so many of you are here 

with your sons.  I have four children.  They’re all girls but two.  
I’m real proud of that fact.  I think how great to be with your sons.

I do want to say this.  I wrote my children a letter not long 
ago, in all seriousness.  I said, “You know, you may end up being 
president, you may end up being in jail, you may end up with all 
kinds of problems.  But there’s two things that are never going to 
change.  Number one, you’re always going to be my child, I’m 
always going to love you, and I’m always going to be there with 
you, because the thing about the Irish is you’re family, you take 
care of one another.”  

That’s why this organization was started.  What greater com-
pliment can there be to an organization than to take care of each 
other and treat them like family?
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You know, I ask this question all the time:  If you didn’t show 
up, who would miss you and why?  Think about it.

If the Irish had not come over here, would this country be the 
same?  Absolutely not.  You look at the great things the Irish have 
done here.  

You look at politics — you can go with Al Smith.  He built the 
Empire State Building in thirteen months.  He started on March 
17.  He ran for office in 1928.  You look at Kennedy.

You look at education, the Jesuits, the Augustinians, the Holy 
Cross priests, etc.  Great education you brought here.  You look 
at all the great institutions you have here — Manhattan, Fordham, 
St. John’s — the list goes on and on.

You look at the entertainers.  I need not tell you, so many of 
them.

You look at people in sports and athletics.
You look at the military.  I remember when the Marine General 

Kelly was here he said, “They’ve given out 102 Medals of Honor 
in the Marines and 20 percent of them have gone to Irish people.”  

You look at the accomplishments you people have had.
You look at law enforcement, the number of Irish people and 

the great things they have done.
But, more importantly, I look at the work ethic, the character, 

the integrity that the Irish have brought to this country.  It has been 
great.

Then again, I look at the Irish I have coached.  I was at the 
College of William and Mary, where unfortunately we had more 
Mary’s than we had William’s.  (Laughter) 

The quarterback was Jimmye Laycock.  Lo and behold, when 
I announced he was the starting quarterback, the second-string 
quarterback quit.  The second game Jimmye Laycock gets injured 
and I’ve got to go with the third quarterback, who was Bubba 
Hooker, the third-string quarterback who was the athletic direc-
tor’s son.  Now, do you realize how bad you have to be to be the 
athletic director’s son and be third?  That’s bad.  (Laughter)

He gets hurt in the fourth game and I’ve got to go with the 
fourth-string quarterback, a little young man by the name of Ste-
vie Regen from New Jersey.  He led us to a conference champion-
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ship because he was a leader, he was unselfish, he was competi-
tive, and he cared about people and he cared about being the best 
in the country.  We won the conference championship.

Then I go to North Carolina State.  There they had won three 
games in three years.  I go over and I play basketball, and this little 
guy, Mike Devine from Pennsylvania, third-string safety, is guard-
ing me.  I’m the head coach.  He’s pushing me, he’s fouling me.  
He doesn’t apologize.  He probably said, “Hell, that guy needs 
me on the field, he’s that competitive.”  He ended up making All 
Conference.  We went to four straight bowls.

And then I look, when I go to Notre Dame, we have a guy there 
by the name of Ryan Leahy, the grandson of Frank Leahy.  He had 
trouble remembering on, over, outside — I mean that’s not hard.  
(Laughter)

I said to him, “You’re the grandson of Frank Leahy?”
He said, “Yes, sir.”
I said, “Are you adopted?”  (Laughter)
But my greatest — these are true stories — my greatest recruit-

ing was not an Irishman but it was a Jewish young man by the 
name of Mike Rosenthal, who played at Penn High School, was 
High School All American, highly recruited.  He was Jewish.  

His mother did not like Notre Dame.  I’ll never forget being in 
his home.  He was headed to Michigan, it was a done deal, and 
she’s sitting like this.

She looked at me and she said, “Why should my Jewish son go 
to a Catholic university?” 

I said, “That’s so simple.  No matter where he is on campus, 
he can look up at the lady on the dome and she was 100 percent 
Jewish.  Michigan does not have that.”  (Laughter)

He came to the University of Notre Dame and made All Amer-
ican. 

But most of all, I’m appreciative of the Irish for the faith that 
they brought here.  When I was a youngster, I used to watch 
Bishop Sheen on TV.  On the blackboard he would always write, 
“JMJ,” Jesus, Mary, Joseph.  Outside of that, the cardinals, the 
bishops, Father Jenkins, etc. — I have so much respect.  You are 
my heroes.  But I have some questions for you.
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Some people have never been able to answer this:  Why did 
Paul keep writing the Corinthians when they never wrote him 
back?  It makes no sense. (Laughter)

There was a time you could not eat meat on Friday the entire 
year round, you had to eat fish.  I did not like fish.  I used to com-
plain every Friday, “I wish the Apostles had been ranchers rather 
than fishermen.”  I’m convinced that’s why.  (Laughter)

Somebody said, “Well, why don’t you be a vegetarian?”
“Vegetarian is an old Indian word that stood for bad hunter.”  

(Laughter)
But I say this sincerely to the members of the clergy:  you are 

my heroes, and I say it sincerely.
Ladies and gentlemen, on 9/11 a lot of brave people, policemen 

and firemen, went into a burning building down here and saved 
people’s lives.  What a great feat that is to save somebody’s life.

But I want you to think how much greater it is to save some-
body’s soul, because you do that for an eternity.  Cardinals and 
priests and bishops, etc., you and I have the same job:  we’re both 
working to beat hell, but we’re doing it in different ways.  I have 
so much respect for the difference you make in people’s lives.  I 
mean that sincerely.

(Applause)
A priest told me one time, “You can’t take your money to heav-

en but you can take your children.”  That’s pretty good advice.
But I also want to tell you how special it was for me to be 

part of the Notre Dame family for eleven years.  I know Jimmy 
Dunne’s not here.  He’s on the Board of Directors.  But I’ll tell 
you, you ought to get him up here to speak.  He is an outstanding 
speaker and a great person.

I don’t know if you realize it or not how Notre Dame got the 
word “Fighting Irish.”  When I went to Notre Dame, I studied 
everything I could about that university.

It occurred in the 1920s when the Ku Klux Klan came to South 
Bend against a Catholic.  The Irish people from Notre Dame went 
down and confronted them and won the fight.  The headline of the 
paper was “The Fighting Irish Defeat the Ku Klux Klan.”  That’s 
where the word “Fighting Irish” was started.
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It’s ironic, though, that one of the biggest games we had to fight 
was against Miami.  You remember that was a Catholic convict 
game.  I really did not like that.  I told Damietta (phonetic), “That 
is unfair to call a Catholic convict,” because not all our team was 
Catholic.  I didn’t think that was real accurate on that.  (Laughter)

They got in a fight before the game.  Now, the people that were 
fighting were the third teamers.  They aren’t going to play.  They 
have all this energy.  They’re going back to the dorms.  But all 
of a sudden we had a fight.  How embarrassing that was to me.  
We’re the host, the University of Notre Dame.  You don’t conduct 
yourself that way.  

I was so mad in the locker room.  These are absolutely true sto-
ries.  I said to them, “You embarrassed Notre Dame.  I’m going to 
tell you, you’ll pay for it on Monday.  But I want to tell you this, if 
any of you show anything but class in this game, if I see the slight-
est bit of a lack of sportsmanship, you’re not only not playing this 
year, you’ll never again play at the University of Notre Dame.  
That’s not the way we do things.”

I said, “If they want to fight after the game, meet them in the 
parking lot.  If they do, you save Jimmy Johnson’s ass for me.”  
(Laughter)  That’s true.

I wasn’t done, but the team was.  They went out of the locker 
room and won the game.  

Also, we had a big luncheon before the game.  I’ll never forget, 
at that game I come in, I sit down, and the priest says, “Before 
I say invocation” — he looked over at me and he said, “Coach, 
I’m Father So-and-So, I’m from the University of Miami, I’m the 
team chaplain, I’m a Catholic priest.  We’re up here to win the 
game, our thirty-seventh consecutive victory, and I want you to 
understand, Coach Holtz, that God doesn’t care who wins this 
game.  Let us pray.”

When it came my time to get up, I said, “Father, I agree with 
you God doesn’t care who wins the game.  But I want to prom-
ise you his mother does.  She has great interest in this game.”  
(Laughter)

I don’t know how true this is, but they told me this when I went 
to Notre Dame.  The weather is not particularly good there.  But I 
don’t know if you understand why Notre Dame ended up in South 
Bend.  It wasn’t supposed to.  It was supposed to be in San Diego.
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In 1842, Father Sorin and a great group of French priests set 
out from Baltimore, Maryland, and headed for San Diego, where 
they were going to start this great Catholic university.  They came 
across northern Indiana.  The weather was so bad — it was windy 
and snowy and freezing.

Father Sorin said, “I can’t go any further tonight, so I’ll tell you 
what we’re going to do.  We’ll set up camp here and we’ll leave 
the minute the weather gets better.”  

The weather never got any better.  That’s why it happens to be 
there.  (Laughter)

Now, when I went to the University of Notre Dame, Father 
Hesburgh said, “Coach, there are certain things at Notre Dame 
that are not negotiable.  Don’t think you’re going to come here 
and change them.”

I said, “What are they?”
He said, “We don’t redshirt, we don’t take transfers, we don’t 

have an athletic door, we’re going to play the most difficult sched-
ule we can find, we expect to win; we don’t have good facilities 
and we don’t plan on improving them because we want some-
body to come here because we have a chemistry department, not 
because we have a great weight room.”  And he said, “The other 
thing that we aren’t going to change is we have a policy that the 
head football coach at Notre Dame is not allowed to make more 
than the president of Notre Dame.”

The president of Notre Dame was a priest who took the vow 
of poverty.  (Laughter)  The most I ever made at Notre Dame was 
$135,000, and that was given to me my sixth year. 

Father Hesburgh said to me, “I can name you the head coach of 
Notre Dame.  I’m going to announce to the world that Lou Holtz 
is the head coach of Notre Dame.  What I cannot announce to the 
world is you’re the leader.  Titles come from above.  Anybody can 
give you a title.  They can name you president, they can name you 
manager, but they can’t name you the leader.”

I said, “What makes a leader, Father?”
He said, “You have to have a vision where you want to take 

the organization and you have to have a plan of how you’re going 
to do it.  You better make sure you lead by example, hold people 
accountable for the choice they make, make sure everybody un-
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derstands what your core values are.”
I’m going to make five assumptions of the people in this room 

tonight:
Number 1, I’m going to assume you want to be successful in 

your personal life.
Number 2, I’m going to assume you want to be successful in 

your professional life.
The third thing I’m going to assume is you want to feel needed.
The fourth thing I’m going to assume is you want to feel secure 

about your future.
The last thing I’m going to assume is you want to go to heaven.
With those five assumptions, ladies and gentlemen, I want to 

give you a very short plan on how you can achieve all five of those 
things.  It isn’t very complicated.

I think the first thing that you have to do if you want to achieve 
those five things is have the proper attitude.  I think the attitude we 
have is more important than anything else in this world.

I remember when I went to Notre Dame we had a quarterback 
by the name of Steve Beuerlein.  He played fifteen years in the 
NFL, three-year starter, owned all the passing records. 

I sat down with him the first week there and I said, “Steve, you 
own all the passing records and you’re a three-year starter.  I’d 
like a running quarterback.  But you aren’t very fast.  I can live 
with that.”

Steve interrupted me and he said, “How slow do you think I 
am, coach?”

I said, “Steve, if you got in a race with a pregnant mother, the 
best you’d finish would be third.”  (Laughter)  “But,” I said, “Son, 
that’s not what bothers me.  What bothers me is you threw sev-
enteen interceptions as a junior.  Son, I make this commitment to 
you:  you will not throw seven interceptions your senior year.”

He got all excited.  He said, “That’s great.  Is it the way you run 
the routes or read the coverages?”

I said, “No.  When you get to six you ain’t playing anymore.  
It’s not complicated.”  (Laughter)

It’s amazing how his attitude changed.
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You know, what’s your attitude when you have adversity?  
Let me tell you my first year at the University of South Caroli-

na the following things happened.  My wife had her second major 
cancer surgery.  They gave her a 10 percent chance to live.  Her 
weight went from 129 to eighty-nine.  I don’t even pray for her 
anymore; I pray to her.  I mean she’s a saint.  My son Skip went 
into a coma the week we played Georgia.  My mother died the 
Friday before we played Florida.  

I’m on a school airplane for three days recruiting.  We land at 
Lady Island Airport.  The pilot said, “Coach, while you visit Dar-
nell Washington, we’re going to fly eleven miles to Hilton Head to 
get gas.”  During that eleven-mile flight the school plane crashed.  
One pilot was killed instantly, the other seriously injured and later 
died.

We lost every football game we played that year.  We went 
0/11.  We had a kicker who said, “I can’t kick when you’re watch-
ing.”  (Laughter)  You explain, “You are going to be at the game.  
That’s part of your contract.”  We went 0/11 that year.

But records can be deceiving.  We really weren’t as good as our 
record would lead you to believe.  (Laughter)

You talk about everybody bitching and moaning, nasty letters, 
nasty newspaper articles.  Everybody’s down.  “He’s too old; the 
game passed him by.”

I’m in an airport after that first year.  A guy comes up and said, 
“Anybody tell you you look like Lou Holtz?”

I said, “It happens all the time.”
He said, “Really makes you mad, doesn’t it?”  (Laughter)
You’re on the bottom.  You have two choices: you stay down or 

you pick yourself up.  It was like the Irish, anything else — you’re 
going to get knocked down, you’re going to have adversity, but 
you can succeed when no one believes in you.  You cannot suc-
ceed if you do not believe in yourself.

I can’t begin to tell you how many times I got down on my 
knees and prayed the Good Lord to give me the courage and the 
strength when I walked into a staff meeting or a team meeting.  I 
believed in the vision.

Twelve months later, South Carolina had the second greatest 
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turnaround in the history of NCAA football.  We beat Ohio State 
in the bowl game the following year, finished eleventh in the 
country, beat Ohio State again.

You’re going to get knocked down.  That’s part of life.  You 
need to have fun with what you do, enjoy it.

I came to New York.  I turned a job down with the Jets three 
different times.  Al Ward said, “Come tell Leon Hess and Phil 
Iselin you don’t want to coach the Jets.”  

So I come up here to say no. 
I called my wife that night.  She said, “You did what?”
I said, “I’m the head coach of the Jets.”
She said, “You went there to turn it down.”
I said, “Let’s see what it’s like.”
I came here without a vision, without a plan.  The first two 

weeks I’m here, we lose John Riggins to the Redskins, first year 
of free agency, get nothing in return.  And every time something 
went wrong I’d say, “I didn’t think this would happen.  I didn’t 
think this would work out.  I didn’t think it was what I wanted to 
do.”

Ladies and gentlemen, I resigned from the New York Jets, one 
of the best jobs in the world.  But it’s like anything else.  If our 
attitude’s not right, we don’t see the wonderful opportunities; we 
only see the negative things that happen.

So enjoy what you’re doing.  Look at the positives.
And have fun.  People said, “Do you have fun doing ESPN?”
“Not really.  I’m up in Bristol, Connecticut, fifteen minutes 

from Hartford, by telephone.”
After the championship game I’m done.  I’m not doing any 

more TV.  I’m done.
But I want to tell you I had gone there with a guy named Mark 

Bain.  Now, he’s a beautiful guy, but we’re different.  He was a 
player; I was a coach.  He made suggestions; I made decisions.  
He showered after work; I showered before work.  He signed a 
paycheck on the back; I signed it on the front.  (Laughter)

But I had fun when we were doing it, even though I may not 
want to be there, because if you have fun doing something, people 
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have fun being around you.  That’s just the way it goes.
It doesn’t mean you don’t do dumb things.  I went on TV one 

time and called it “University of Auburn.”  The next week I had to 
get on and apologize.

I said, “Many of you wrote.  I’m a fast learner and I appreciate 
your writing me and telling me it’s Auburn University and not 
University of Auburn.  I made the mistake.  I’m a great learner.  I 
will not make it again.  So please don’t write anymore.”

I then turned to Rece Davis.  I said, “I had no idea that many 
people from Auburn could write.”  (Laughter)  You want to talk 
about some nasty letters the next week.

We had no teleprompter, no script, no rehearsal.  I get on TV 
one day and Mark Bain said something about golf.  I said, “Mark, 
I want you to know I’m the best golfer at Lake Nona.”

Now, we happen to have Graeme McDowell who lived there, 
Henry Stinson, Ian Poulter, Justin Rose.  I came back the next day 
and all those members are on me about lying.

I said, “Let me tell you something.  Three hundred members 
know I lied.  Three hundred million people think I’m a hell of a 
golfer.  I like those odds.”  (Laughter)

The last thing I want to say — it is a true story — is you can’t 
let people control your attitude. 

We’re going down to play Florida in the Sugar Bowl seven 
years ago, coached by Steve Spurrier.  We’re an underdog.  I felt 
we’d win the game, which we did, but nobody else gave us much 
chance.  

Lo and behold, during those two days — I always want to be 
home with my family on Christmas Eve.  I took my wife and my 
four children and went to Orlando and we went out to dinner.  The 
waiter came up and he recognized me.

He said, “You’re Lou Holtz, head coach of Notre Dame, aren’t 
you?”

I said, “Yes, sir.”  I immediately took out my pen, thinking he 
wanted an autograph.

He said, “Let me ask you a question:  what’s the difference 
between Notre Dame and Cheerios?”

I said, “I don’t have a clue.”
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He said, “Cheerios belong in a bowl; Notre Dame doesn’t.”  
(Laughter)

Well, it made me mad.  I’m in the state of Florida, we’re going 
to play Florida, and he makes that comment.  I got in a bad mood.

My wife said to me, “You’re going to let somebody you never 
met before, you’re never going to see again, doesn’t care a thing 
about you, ruin this evening?  You can’t let other people control 
your attitude.”

She’s absolutely right.  We had a wonderful evening.  My atti-
tude changed.  

I felt so good a little bit later I called the waiter back over and 
I said, “Son, let me ask you a question:  what’s the difference be-
tween Lou Holtz and a golf pro?”

He said, “I don’t have a clue.”
I said, “A golf pro gives tips,” which he found out when the 

meal was over.  (Laughter)
The other thing is you have to have a passion to win.  Whatev-

er you do, you have to have a passion to win.  That’s the thing I 
love about the Irish.  Whether they were boxers, competitors, they 
wanted to find a way to win the bet they could.  

Everybody wants to win when the band’s playing, the crowd’s 
cheering, the TV lights are on.  The question I ask is:  Can you 
live with losing; can you live with failure, can you live with me-
diocrity?

See, ladies and gentlemen, we’re going to have things go 
against us.  I remember when I was at Arkansas and all we had to 
do was beat SMU and we’d be invited to the Orange Bowl.  Ar-
kansas had never been to the Orange Bowl.  Not only that, we’d 
play Oklahoma, which at that time was number 2 in the country.  
The last time Arkansas played Oklahoma, Oklahoma beat them 
107-0.  We’re ahead of SMU 42-14, the fourth quarter, fans throw-
ing oranges on the field, everybody’s excited.

After the game, the media said, “What did you think when the 
fans were throwing oranges out in the field?”

I said, “Thank God we weren’t going to the Gator Bowl.”  
(Laughter)

It was an exciting time.  But then, unfortunately, I had to sus-
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pend three athletes that scored 78 percent of our touchdowns.  
The people said, “Are you a disciplinarian?”
“Not really.  All I do is enforce people’s choices.  You choose 

to violate the do-right rule, you’re choosing not to play.”
They violated the do-right rule.  I said, “You aren’t going to 

play.”  They got a lawyer, took me to court to get an injunction.  
The attorney general for Arkansas represented me because I was a 
state employee.  He was named Bill Clinton.  He did a marvelous 
job.  We won the case.  The players would not be allowed to play.

But I also lost a football team.  Arkansas became the largest 
underdog there has ever been in a major bowl before they took it 
off the board.  Nobody gave us a chance to win.

About three days before the game, at a team meeting our foot-
ball team was in disarray, very negative.  They came in.  Their 
heads were down.

I said, “I know why we can’t win.  Every day I pick up a paper 
and I read about the great players from Oklahoma who are going 
to play.  Every day I pick up the paper and I read about the great 
players from Arkansas that are not going to play.  But I’ve nev-
er read one positive comment about anybody in this room.  So I 
know why we can’t win.  I want you to tell me why we can.”

For a while nobody said anything.  Then Charles Clay stood up 
and he said, “Coach, we have the number one defense in the coun-
try,” which we did.  He said, “So we aren’t going to get beat near 
as bad as everybody thinks.”  It wasn’t what I wanted.  (Laughter)

Then they pointed out we had a great competitor at quarter-
back, had a great offensive line, pointed out we had a great punter, 
place kicker.  I wanted them to say they had a great coach, but that 
never came up.  (Laughter)

But when they left the room, it was a different team.  Why?  
They focused on what we could do instead of listening to every-
body tell us what we can’t.  That’s what happens to too many 
people in this country.  Everybody tells you why you can’t do 
something instead of looking for reasons why we can. 

Four days later, we beat Oklahoma 31-6, which enabled Notre 
Dame to win the national championship because they jumped over 
us in the final poll.
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Get rid of all the excuses.  
I try to keep life simple.  I had two mandates as a coach at No-

tre Dame:  graduate the athletes and win.  That’s all.  Not put them 
in the pros, not get to know the alumni, but graduate and win.  

If you’re in business, you have two mandates.  Your two man-
dates are satisfy the customer and make a profit.

We complicate life.  Keep it simple.
The first time I ever used common sense was in the seventh 

grade.  This story is basically true but I’ll embellish it.  I had a nun 
named Sister Mary Harriet who disliked me.  One day we had a 
huge test.  I finished before everybody else because most of my 
paper was blank.  I didn’t want to look at a blank paper, so I started 
looking around out of boredom.  I was not trying to cheat, but she 
thought I was.  

She hollered in front of the whole class, “Lou Holtz, if I even 
suspect you of cheating I’m taking 10 percent off your grade.”

I got out the textbook and said, “Ninety sounds good to me.”
So just keep life simple.  Satisfy the customer and make a prof-

it.  Graduate and win.  Don’t get complicated.
The fourth part of the plan:  keep growing.  Ladies and gen-

tlemen, you’re either growing or you’re dying.  Everybody needs 
four things in your life.  If you don’t have one of these four things, 
you find a tremendous void.  Everybody needs something to do, 
everybody needs someone to love, everybody needs someone to 
believe in (in my case that’s Jesus Christ) and the fourth thing 
is you need something to hope for.  Ladies and gentlemen, have 
something to hope for.

For me, I wish the people in this country would not be content 
with where they are.  But it’s time somebody stood up and told 
people how good they could be and how much they’re capable of 
accomplishing if you believe in it and if you have standards for it 
and you help them.  But it doesn’t happen.  Oh, they just stay right 
there.  It’s wrong and it’s unfair to the people of this country.

Now, I’ve done a lot of dumb things in this world, but let me 
tell you the one thing I truly regret.  I went to the University of 
Notre Dame.  The game before I got there, Miami had beaten them 
58-6.  We took that program on the bottom and we took it to the 
very top.  For nine straight years we went to a January 1 bowl — 
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the Sugar, the Cotton, the Orange, or the Fiesta.  During those nine 
years the average rank of the team we played was number 6 in the 
country whose total record was something like eighty-four and 
six.  We took it to the very top and we maintained it.  That’s the 
dumbest thing I’ve done.

The rule of life is you’re either growing or you’re dying.  A tree 
is either growing or it’s dying.  So’s a person.  So’s a marriage.  It 
doesn’t have a thing to do with age; it has everything to do with 
you’re trying to accomplish something.

We finished second in the country and you know what every-
body called me?  An idiot — head idiot finished second in the 
country.  A guy finishes last in medical school, they call him doc-
tor.  That doesn’t seem real fair.  (Laughter)

But you get on top.  You get on top and you say, “This is pretty 
good.  Let’s not risk it.  Let’s not change.  Let’s maintain.”  The 
more successful you are, when you try to maintain you never have 
enthusiasm, no reason to celebrate.  You never come up with any 
new ideas.

When I left the University of Notre Dame, I never thought I 
would coach again.  Where do you go from Notre Dame?  Ac-
cording to my mother, you go directly to heaven and you sit by the 
Pope, you don’t coach anymore.

Then I went to live in a town where the average age was de-
ceased.  (Laughter)  What I found out was I wasn’t tired of coach-
ing, I was tired of maintaining.  That’s absolutely critical.

So, ladies and gentlemen, that’s why I say you always have to 
have something to hope for no matter how successful you are.

The last rule is the most important thing:  make good choices.  
That’s all life is, make good choices.  Wherever you are, good or 
bad, is because of the choices you made.

I had three rules for our football team, for my children, for 
myself, for forty years — never needed a fourth rule.  We have 
federal laws, county laws, state laws, corporate laws, bylaws, in-
laws, and outlaws.  We only need three laws:

Rule number 1, do right.  Do what’s right, and if you have any 
doubt, get out the Bible.  I don’t think it’s right to find a team-
mate’s wallet before he’s lost it.  That’s called stealing, son.  Just 
do the right thing.  That’s not hard, not complicated.  Do the right 
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thing.  Why is it important to do the right thing?  So people can 
trust you.

Rule number 2, do everything to the very best of your ability.  
That’s all.  Not everybody can be All American, but everybody 
can be the best they can be.  Not everybody can be first team.  I 
learned this from Woody Hayes when I coached for him.  Your ob-
ligation as the leader, as a parent, is not to be well liked.  You want 
to have a friend, buy a damn dog.  Your obligation is to make them 
the very best they can.  That’s only when you have standards.  The 
one standard everybody can reach is being the best you can be in 
every single phase of your life.

I’m at Notre Dame.  We’re playing Stanford, coached by Bill 
Walsh.  We’re ahead 16-nothing. We get beat.  You know why we 
got beat?  Because I let little things slide.  I started letting little 
things slide instead of being tough and demanding. 

I went to them on Monday and I said, “If I’m murdered to-
night, the police won’t even investigate it.  All of you would be a 
suspect.”

We had a physical practice where an All American guard, Aar-
on Taylor, was injured.  His place was taken by a second-string 
left guard.  It didn’t take very long in the practice to realize the 
second-string left guard was just going through the motions.

I stopped practice and I said to him, “What gives you the right 
to cause your teammates to fail?  The other ten guys are playing 
their hearts out with nothing to show for it.  If you want to fail you 
have the right to fail, but nobody has the right to cause somebody 
else to fail because you don’t fulfill your job.  You join a team, 
you join a business, you bring a child into the world, you have an 
obligation.”

He hemmed and hawed.  I said, “Go think about it.”  The third-
string left guard jumped in.  I said we were going to play with that 
left guard.  I didn’t play him but I was mad.  Break the huddle.  We 
have the vacant area. 

He said, “What do we do?”
I said, “Act like we have one.”
Rick Mirer takes the ball, gives the ball to Reggie Brooks, our 

tailback.  Oliver Gibson comes through the vacant spot, hits Reg-
gie Brooks as soon as he gets the ball.  Tremendous moment of 
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silence.  Reggie started to moan he couldn’t see.  It scares you.  
Turned his helmet around.  He was fine, came back to the huddle.  
After three plays, they’re complaining.

I said, “What’s wrong?”
“We don’t have a left guard.”
I said, “When did you notice?”  I said, “I’m tired of pretenders, 

I’m tired of imposters, I’m tired of impersonators.  We played last 
week with eight players and three imposters.  I’d rather we played 
with eight, though we would have lost.”

(Inaudible) said, “Wow, if we had eleven like them nobody’d 
beat us.”

We never lost again for our next seventeen straight games.  
The average margin of victory in the last five games was fourteen 
points, because of the obligation we had to be the best we can be 
and demand it from other people.

The last rule is just show people you care, that’s all.  
My wife and I are as different as night and day, as I said.  She 

left me a note not long ago — and she doesn’t have a sense of 
humor — this scared me.  It said, “Lou, I can’t please everybody 
in the world, so I’m going to stop trying and I’m going to focus on 
pleasing one person a day, and today’s not your day, and tomorrow 
doesn’t look real promising either.”  (Laughter)

She did one interview because it had to do with cancer.  They 
said, “What did you learn from having cancer?”  She said, “I 
learned how much my family loved me.”  We didn’t love her any 
more; we showed it.

Why does somebody have to go through a catastrophe before 
we reach out and say how special you are?

My wife said to me, “How do you talk about caring about peo-
ple with your bumper sticker on your car?”  We go to church, 
Cardinal, and I’ve got to park in the back of the lot so nobody can 
see the bumper sticker.  But it sums up how I feel about some of 
the people with their false handicap.  The bumper sticker merely 
says:  “Jesus loves you.  Everybody else thinks you’re an ass-
hole.” (Laughter)

Ladies and gentlemen, if you do the right thing, you’re always 
going to have people who will trust you.  All relationships have to 
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be based on trust.  If you do everything to the best of your ability, 
they know you’re committed to excellence, and always show peo-
ple you care, it works out.

There’s a statue of me at Notre Dame.  I guess, Father Jenkins, 
they needed a place for the pigeons.  I don’t know.  On this pedes-
tal there are three words:  Trust, Commitment, Love.  Those were 
our core values.  Those were the things we believed in.

Ladies and gentlemen, that’s the plan that enables us to do 
those five things, those five assumptions I made.

You’ve absolutely been great, but I’ve just got to close with a 
couple thoughts.

Think how great this country would be if our government op-
erated by those three rules.  See, ladies and gentlemen, I was born 
with a silver spoon in my mouth.  I wish I could trust a govern-
ment, knew they were committed to excellence, and cared about 
me as much as maybe somebody else. 

But I was born with a silver spoon in my mouth.  My dad went 
to the third grade.  I was born in the Depression in 1937.  He’d 
gone to the third grade.  I wasn’t born in a hospital; I was born in a 
cellar by Dr. McGraw.  We had one bedroom for my sister, myself, 
and my parents.  We had a kitchen and a half bath.  Seven and a 
half years we lived there.  There was no welfare, there were no 
food stamps, there was no safety net.

But I’ll tell you why I felt I was born with a silver spoon in 
my mouth, because I was born in this country.  I was taught by 
my parents to make good choices, to be held accountable for the 
decisions I made.  

They also told me, “We’ll take care of you when you’re young 
and you take care of us when we’re old.”  We did that.  We thought 
that was our obligation, to take care of our parents.  They take care 
of us when you’re young.

I also believe coming in here to have the opportunity to be with 
great people, to be involved with the game of football, which I 
truly love, where I learned more than I ever did in a college class-
room.

I also say this, that there’s two things that young people should 
be taught at home and reinforced in the school that’s no longer 
taught.
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Number one, they should be taught respect for authority — re-
spect for parents, respect for elders, respect for teachers, respect 
for coaches, but, more importantly, respect for the law.  That’s not 
taught anymore and it’s not reinforced.

The other thing that should be taught is what whatever choices 
they make are going to have ramifications.  They have to learn if 
they make bad choices there are penalties that go with it.  But if 
we have people continuing to make bad choices without any ram-
ifications, we are never going to get things solved.  

If you choose to do drugs, drop out of school, join a gang, have 
five tattoos all over you, have five children out of wedlock, you’ve 
chosen to have difficult life, and don’t blame me.  

Let’s teach people to make good choices.  It’s not real compli-
cated if you follow those three simple rules.

Last summer I went over to Afghanistan to visit with our 
troops.  Ladies and gentlemen, if you have any doubt about some 
of the great people in this country, you go over and visit them.  I 
spent eight days.

I was an officer in the Army.  I was over there.  I had to wear a 
thirty-five-pound flak jacket and a helmet.  I had a master marks-
man with me the whole time.  The biggest difference between 
there and Iraq was when you went into the mess hall they took 
their weapons with them, because that’s up there in the mountains 
where they had a lot of “blue on green” killing.  There I was, over 
there for eight days.

I got back and my wife said, “Were you ever scared?”
I said, “Not until I landed in Chicago.”  (Laughter)
How blessed I’ve been.  Ladies and gentlemen, this is a great 

country, and what makes it a great country is because people are 
trying to come here and not trying to leave.

Very simple.  I feel this way about immigration, the same thing 
I told our football players the day they reported, and I feel this way 
about immigration.  You come here to become us.  We didn’t bring 
you here to become you.  I don’t care who comes here or where 
they come from.  I do care why they come here, because they want 
the opportunity to succeed, they want the opportunity to make a 
better life by hard work.
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There are too many citizens in this country that are dying.  I’m 
not talking about physically.  We have too many citizens in this 
country who are content wherever they are, whether it’s in a sim-
ple little job or whether it’s on welfare or food stamps, like that’s 
the best thing that could happen to them.  

That’s absolutely wrong, ladies and gentlemen.  I believe in 
this country.  It’s the greatest country in the world.

But the question I ask so many times is:  what are our core val-
ues?  You know, ladies and gentlemen, what holds a family togeth-
er, what holds a business together, what holds a country together, 
what holds a team together are core values.  You don’t have to like 
one another, you don’t have to like the same music.  You have to 
share the same core values.

At one time core values in this country were the same things 
that the Irish believed in:  hard work, perseverance, etc.

Ladies and gentlemen, when I stood up here I knew 10 percent 
of you wouldn’t remember 10 percent of what is said.  But for the 
last fifteen minutes you have given me your most prized posses-
sion, your time.  I really appreciate the opportunity to be here.

I leave you with this very last thought.  Will the next genera-
tion be glad that we came along?  Will they be glad that we came 
along, that you stood up and believed in the core values and fought 
for them, or are you going to be silenced by the people who worry 
about being politically correct?

Ladies and gentlemen, since I’ve spoken out I’ve had the IRS 
investigate me.  They can’t find a thing.  Let me tell you, bring the 
damn thing on, because I believe in this country and I’m going to 
stand up so that some day later they won’t say “Where were you?”

God bless Ireland.  God bless you.  God bless this country.
(Applause)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, please remain upstand-

ing.  While this ends our toasts, I would ask the gentlemen to be 
upstanding for the singing of our National Anthem.

(Singing of National Anthem by participants)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you.
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Gentlemen, this concludes the 231st Anniversary Dinner of the 
Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the City of New 
York.

Please get home safely.
(Adjourned:  9:51 p.m.)
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REGULAR STATED MEETING 

held at

The Princeton Club

New York, New York

May 4, 2015

The Regular Stated Meeting of the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of Saint Patrick in the City of New York, held on Monday 
May 4, 2015, at The Princeton Club, 15 West 43rd Street, New 
York City, was called to order by the President of the Society, John 
C. Walton.

PRESIDENT JOHN C. WALTON:  Gentlemen, may I have 
your attention, please?  Thank you for being present at our May 
meeting.  I am very happy to have with us the speaker this eve-
ning, Bill Duggan, who will talk to us about “Dagger John.”

Before we begin our dinner, I would like Kevin Faughey please 
to lead us in the singing of “The Hail of the Friendly Sons.”

(“The Hail of the Friendly Sons” was performed by the Glee 
Club.)

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, thank you.
We have a number of guests this evening.  I am going to first 

invite Father Sakano to say grace, and afterwards dinner will be 
served.  After dinner we will go through the formal part of our 
business meeting.  Then Mr. Duggan will speak on the topic at 
the end.

Now I invite Monsignor Donald Sakano, please, to join me at 
the podium and say grace.

MSGR. DONALD SAKANO:  Thank you.
We assemble before you, Lord, in prayer to give you thanks 

for the blessings you bestow upon us.  In return for the food we 
enjoy this night and the good company we keep, may we become 
more aware of what you ask of us in return:  that we be a people 
of justice who are inspired by those men and women who have 
gone before us and live among us now, who are willing to sacrifice 
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even with their lives for the cause of freedom; that we are a people 
who seek peace, knowing that it is our quick response to injustice 
that ensures it; that we are a people who strive for excellence by 
empowering others with the highest values that come from the 
best of our tradition; that we must be vigilant about hunger, both 
of the soul and stomach, knowing that such emptiness is alien to 
the dignity and rights of all people.  Therefore, oh Lord, we ask 
for your blessing on every morsel we eat and every breath we take 
so that we become your apt stewards in a world where hunger and 
injustice persist, that, nourished with the food of courage, honor, 
and loyalty, we will work toward creating a world that is in har-
mony with your divine will.  We are confident of this, for you have 
guided in the past and abide with us still.  We are sons and daugh-
ters of St. Patrick.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you very much, Monsignor.  
Please be seated.  We will have dinner, after which we will 

have the formal part of our meeting.  Thank you.
(Dinner served)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, may I have your atten-

tion again?  I realize there may be a little bit of clanking while the 
servers remove the plates and serve dessert, but I would like to get 
the formal part of our meeting under way.

As the first order of business, I would like to recognize our 
Secretary, John Coleman, to come to the podium for the purpose 
of reading the minutes of the January meeting.

MR. JOHN A. COLEMAN, III:  Mr. President, I submit that 
we dispense with the reading of the minutes of the January meet-
ing and that they be accepted into the record as prepared.

PRESIDENT WALTON:  May I have a motion to accept the 
minutes?

(A motion to accept the minutes was made and seconded.)
All in favor.
(Chorus of “Ayes”)
The motion is moved.
I would now like to recognize our Treasurer, Tom Sullivan, to 

render his report.
MR. THOMAS H. SULLIVAN:  Thank you, Mr. President, 
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fellow Friendly Sons.
Picking up on my prior report at the January meeting, our cash 

on hand as of January 1 of this year was $280,028.  Since that 
time, with the dinner receipts and membership dues coming in, the 
receipts have been a total of $674,225, for a total of cash on hand 
plus receipts of $954,253.

Disbursements during that period, up until April 30, totaled 
$712,825.  That number included charity grants of, in my num-
bers as of April 30, $185,000 worth of charity grants, the checks 
issued and cashed, and $15,000 that have not yet been cashed, 
plus another $100,000 contribution to the St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
Rehabilitation Fund.

All of that leaves us with cash on hand as of April 30, 2015, of 
$241,428.

In our capital fund, the market value of our investments as of 
April 30 comes to $2,479,125.  

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, may I have a motion for 
approval?

(A motion to accept the Treasurer’s report was made and sec-
onded.)

All in favor.
(Chorus of “Ayes”)
The motion is carried.
Tom has brought with him as a guest this evening Matt Mc-

Cabe, who has been a beneficiary of our charity, our good offices, 
a senior at Xavier High School.  Do you want to just stand up 
and introduce yourself?  Could you please come up here and tell 
everybody that you are going to be actually going to college next 
year?

MR. MATT MCCABE:  Hi, everyone.  I’m Matt McCabe.  I’m 
a senior at Xavier High School.  I will give you a little bit of back-
ground.

My parents divorced in 2007.  I was going to public middle 
school, and I knew I really wanted to go to private high school.  
Now, that being said, my mom is a single mom and had no clue 
how she was going to do it.  But she knew that she wanted to pro-
vide that for me.  
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Because of the Friendly Sons, I have had the opportunity of 
a lifetime to attend Xavier and have had more experiences than 
I would have had anywhere else.  I’m happy to say that I will be 
going to Purdue University next year to study mechanical engi-
neering.  Thank you all for allowing me this opportunity to show 
you what you guys have done.

(Applause)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  As my second-year Latin teacher 

said, Id me placuit, “It pleases me.”
It is my sad duty to read the names of the members who have 

passed away since our last meeting:  Michael D. McQuade, Pat-
rick Moloney, His Eminence Edward Cardinal Egan, Donald 
Horan, Glenn Patterson, James F. Murphy III.

I would also like to add to this list Officer Brian Moore, who 
died this morning in Jamaica Hospital.

Gentlemen, could you please rise and render a moment of si-
lence.

(All rose)
Thank you, gentlemen.
I would like to now recognize Matt McLaughlin, who is going 

to stand in for Lawrence Cooke, who had to leave early for famil-
ial duties, to render the report of the Admissions Committee.

MR. MATTHEW T. MCLAUGHLIN:  Thank you, Jack.
I’m not as tall as Lawrence nor as good-looking as Lawrence, 

and probably not as smart.  But it so happens that Lawrence is a 
volunteer firefighter — there’s nothing familial at all about his 
excuse — Lawrence is a volunteer firefighter in Pelham Manor, 
and he finds it a better use of his time to pull cats from trees rather 
than serve as the reporter for the Admissions Committee.  So I 
have been asked to stand in and do Lawrence’s duty.

The Committee met this afternoon and it moved to Life Mem-
bership the following two members:  James Rafferty and John 
Corcoran.

The Committee also recommends that the following names 
be admitted to Active Membership:  Elias Bahou, Patrick Begos, 
Christopher Ciullo, Brian Ciullo — hold on, Bahou, Begos, Ci-
ullo.  Am I in the wrong place?  I think — maybe this is why 
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Lawrence isn’t here — the Admissions Committee is not doing its 
proper diligence anymore.

So I will continue:  Bartholomew Codd — now it’s getting 
better — Timothy Codd, William Finn, David Fitzmaurice, Ed-
ward Greason, Martin Kehoe, Thomas McFarland, Shane Mad-
den, Kevin Maloney, Robert Meagher, Michael O’Hare, Stephen 
O’Hare — now we’re cooking with gas — Patrick Power, Brian 
Reidy, Michael Reidy, Ambrose Richardson, Erik Rocca, Patrick 
Tully, Matthew Worsham, Christophre Cornett, Bryan Dowdall, 
Patrick Jordan, John McCormack, Raymond Murphy, and finally, 
Philip C. Ziminsky.

The Admissions Committee recommends that those gentlemen 
be admitted as active members of the Friendly Sons.

Gentlemen, before we make the motion and before I conclude 
the Admissions Committee report, I would just like to thank the 
Admissions Committee, led by the very able Lawrence Cooke, for 
bringing to the Society those thirty-plus names.  We have grown 
precipitously in the last couple of years.  We dipped in the post-
2008 recession, but the numbers are back, upwards of 900.  If we 
stay at this pace, we will be fully packed in a year or so.

So, gentlemen, it is the duty of everybody in this room and the 
duty of the other members of the Society not here present to keep 
bringing in new members.  There are applications available elec-
tronically.  There are applications available on paper outside with 
Jackie.  It is our Society to grow.  So let’s all keep up the good 
work.  I thank the Admissions Committee.

May I please have a motion to accept the recommendations of 
the Admissions Committee?

(A motion to accept the recommendations of the Admissions 
Committee was made and seconded.)

All in favor.
(Chorus of “Ayes”)
Thank you, gentlemen.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  I can tell you, Matt, Brian Ciullo is 

my godson, and his mother is Irish.  I have known Bob Ciullo, 
who is 100 percent Italian, since we went to graduate school forty 
years ago.
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It is now my duty to propose a Nominating Committee to rec-
ommend to the membership those to serve as officers of the So-
ciety and to be voted upon at the annual meeting in November.  I 
hereby designate the following members to serve on the Nomi-
nating Committee:  Mark Codd as Chairman, Thomas O’Brien, 
Alfred Smith, Robert J. Reilly, Victor Ziminsky, Jr., John FitzSi-
mons, Ray Teatum, Peter Scales, John Waldron, and Joe Geoghan.

All in favor.
(Chorus of “Ayes”)
Gentlemen, the Glee Club will entertain us after Mr. Duggan’s 

presentation on “Dagger John.”  Jim Keaney has with him busi-
ness cards with the information regarding the Glee Club, and if 
you are interested or if you know somebody who would be inter-
ested in singing with the Glee club, please see us afterwards.

I would like to introduce our speaker for the evening, William 
Duggan, Chairman of the Archbishop Hughes Commemorative 
Committee.  

As we know, Archbishop Hughes was one of Ireland’s great-
est emigrants to the United States in the nineteenth century, yet 
very little has been done to tell his story.  The Archbishop Hughes 
Commemorative Committee, in collaboration of the Friendly 
Sons of St. Patrick, the Ancient Order of Hibernians, and Knights 
of Columbus, is pleased to announce that a lasting memorial has 
been commissioned to honor and perpetuate the life and legacy of 
Archbishop John J. Hughes, Ireland’s greatest immigrant of the 
nineteenth century and unsung American hero.  The memorial will 
be unveiled at a ceremony celebrating the 200th anniversary of 
the Basilica of St. Patrick’s Old Cathedral in November by His 
Eminence Cardinal Timothy Dolan.  I understand the date is No-
vember 22.

Bill Duggan is Maersk Line’s head of operations for North 
American Refrigerated Services.  He is a refugee from Brooklyn, 
with his ancestry traced back to Galway and County Cork.  Mr. 
Duggan refers to himself, incorrectly, as a native of Staten Island, 
as so many would.  He is a graduate of Monsignor Farrell High 
School and Ball State University.  He and his wife Terry have 
four children.  He is a member of the Friendly Sons of St. Pat-
rick in Morris County, on the Executive Board there, the Order of 
Ancient Hibernians, Division 9, New York Knights of Columbus, 
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Council 359 of Morristown, New Jersey, and Fourth Degree and 
Deputy Grand Knight.

Mr. Duggan, I invite you to the podium.
MR. WILLIAM DUGGAN:  Thank you very much, Jack, for 

that kind introduction.  You have stolen most of my speech, so I 
will try to ad lib it as I go.

Good evening, everyone.  Brother Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, 
it is a great honor to be given this opportunity to speak in front of 
you tonight about an initiative our Committee has been so pas-
sionately working on for the past several years that will finally 
culminate and come to fruition this November.

Today, though, I speak to you as the Chairman of the Archbish-
op Hughes Commemorative Committee, which, as Jack has out-
lined, is a dedicated group of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, the 
Ancient Order of the Hibernians, and, most recently, the Knights 
of Columbus.  We have all come together to culminate this very 
great and passionate event that we will have in the unveiling.

You are probably asking yourself why a Jersey guy is so inter-
ested in honoring the life of a New York archbishop.  Why is this 
being done after so many years?  Why now?  Well, the Diocese of 
New York at the time also included Northern New Jersey.  During 
his Episcopal reign, Archbishop Hughes opened and blessed our 
home parish church in Morristown, New Jersey, the Church of the 
Assumption, where so many Irish workers were sent to take care 
of the estates and the farms of the rich.  The Irish were hired right 
out of Ellis Island and sent directly to Morristown, which today is 
a vibrant community with deep Irish roots and affinity.

Like many great ideas, the concept of honoring Archbishop 
Hughes began over a pint in one of Morristown’s fine Irish es-
tablishments, the Dublin Pub.  The Heritage Committee of the 
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick had a history of honoring unsung 
Irish heroes within the tri-state area.  We convinced the United 
States National Park Service to erect a plaque at Jockey Hollow, 
the country’s first national park, commemorating the brave Irish 
soldiers who fought under General George Washington during 
the Revolutionary War.  We placed a plaque on the side of As-
sumption Church commemorating the Irish immigrants and Irish 
families who lived in Morristown’s Little Dublin neighborhood.  
Using the help of an accomplished surveyor, we placed a plaque 
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marking the infamous Five Points neighborhood in Manhattan.  
Of course, we chose the nearest pub to hang that plaque.

Another was a plaque we hung inside the historic Fraunces 
Tavern, the place where eighteen generals of Irish descent said 
goodbye to General George Washington before he took his inau-
guration as our country’s first president just a stone’s throw away 
on Wall Street.

With Irish legacy in mind, we decided to contact the Basili-
ca of St. Patrick’s Old Cathedral, the site of Hughes’s parish and 
residence, and give it our best shot.  We were contacting an Ital-
ian-Japanese priest who had no idea who we were and asking him 
to hang a plaque on his building commemorating Irish history.  
And by the way, the building is a protected site of the National 
Register of Historic Places.  So what do you think our odds of 
succeeding were?

Well, to our big surprise, Monsignor Donald Sakano, a man 
with true vision and true passion for the Archbishop Hughes him-
self, invited us to meet and discuss this initiative in further detail.  
In fact, it was Monsignor Donald Sakano who came up with the 
idea to memorialize Archbishop John J. Hughes instead.  Why 
not?  You don't have to ask us twice.  We are very fortunate to 
have been very well received by Monsignor Sakano.  Who would 
ever think that a person with the last name of Sakano would be so 
devoted to Irish history, but as Chaplain for the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians and many other organizations, I can tell you that the 
Irish have no bigger fan than Monsignor Donald Sakano.

(Applause)
Thank you, Monsignor, for your leadership on this project.  You 

have found a way to harness our energy and guide our passion to 
create something more spectacular than we originally envisioned, 
a tangible way to continue Archbishop Hughes’s life work in the 
twenty-first century.  Instead of hanging a two-foot-by-three-foot 
plaque that we dreamed of over a pint in the Dublin Pub, I am 
proud to announce that the scope of this project has grown slight-
ly.  In conjunction with the Basilica of St. Patrick’s Old Cathe-
dral’s 200th anniversary, the Archbishop Hughes Commemorative 
Committee has commissioned a world-class sculpture to create an 
almost twelve-foot-tall memorial in his likeness on the grounds 
of the Basilica and, most importantly, has established a fund that 
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will continue his legacy of social mobility through education by 
financially supporting the newly created Archbishop John Hughes 
Center for Spiritual Formation.  The memorial and center will be 
unveiled by His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan, as mentioned, 
on November 22 this year — it’s a Sunday — right after our mass.

I would like to spend a few minutes, though, on the topic of 
why you are here tonight — that is, who was Archbishop John J. 
Hughes? — and describing why we are doing what we are doing.  

John Hughes was the son of Patrick and Margaret Hughes, 
born in County Tyrone, Ireland, in 1797.  He once eloquently said, 
“I lived the first five days of my life on terms of social and civ-
il equality with the most favored subjects of the British Empire.  
And then I was baptized.”  

He would one day become the fourth Roman Catholic bishop 
of New York and the city’s first archbishop.  A champion of reli-
gious equality, Hughes was motivated by his firsthand experience 
of religious persecution in Ireland.  A lifelong champion of toler-
ance, this dedicated educator went on to found St. John’s College, 
now Fordham University, and lay the cornerstones of St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral.  Hughes was connected with all major figures of the 
day, from Elizabeth Ann Seton, America’s first Roman Catholic 
saint, to President Abraham Lincoln, who entrusted him with a 
special diplomatic mission during the Civil War.

Patrick Hughes, John’s father, settled his family in Maryland, 
a place where his family could live and worship freely without 
any of the discrimination of that era.  John wished to follow his 
calling and become a priest.  Ironically, his initial application to 
Mount St. Mary’s in Emmitsburg, Maryland was rejected by the 
same person he would someday replace in New York City, Bishop 
John DuBois.  Rejected from the seminary, Hughes could only 
find work as a gardener, taking up menial tasks on the grounds of 
the seminary.  He became acquainted with Sister Elizabeth Ann, 
who eventually championed his application and helped him gain 
admission to the seminary.  His gifts of intelligence, captivating 
writing, and bold oration became very apparent right away.

After graduating, Hughes was first sent to Philadelphia, but the 
famine in Ireland and subsequent wave of immigration caused the 
population in New York City to explode.  Hughes was sent to St. 
Patrick’s, the second-oldest church in New York at the time, and 
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began administering to the impoverished and destitute Irish fam-
ine people. 

Hughes backed down from no one and became known as John 
“Dagger” Hughes.  With his fiery speeches and his signature with 
the cross after his name, he defined his people, fought for equality, 
and insisted that his Irish get a place at the table in America.  Some 
of Hughes’s famous sayings were:  “I was afloat on an ocean look-
ing for a home and a country to which no stigma of inferiority 
would be impressed upon my brow simply because I professed 
one creed or another.”

Another of his quotes:  “There is no such thing as a predomi-
nant religion, and the small minority is entitled to the same pro-
tection as the greatest majority.  No denomination, whether nu-
merous or not, can impose its religious views on a minority at the 
common expense of that minority and itself.”

Hughes not only stood for his Irish people, he was passionate 
about equality and freedom for all men, themes akin to the values 
this nation was built on.  

Before the neighborhood became affectionately known as 
SoHo and Little Italy, it was less affectionately known as a place 
of tenement-style living for poor, uneducated Irish immigrants 
during a time of heightened discrimination and bigotry, the infa-
mous Five Points neighborhood.  If Old St. Patrick’s was a vehicle 
for stability and social mobility for the downtrodden Irish com-
munity, Archbishop John J. Hughes, New York’s first archbishop, 
was that vehicle’s driver.

How does one memorialize a man of this stature?  Any Ford-
ham alumni out there tonight will point out that there is already a 
statue of Hughes sitting in Fordham University today.  However, 
this new memorial will bring Hughes back to the place where he 
had his greatest achievements for his Irish people, the place of his 
parish, the place where he actually resided, his home.  

The Committee has commissioned the Irish sculptor Rowan 
Gillespie to create a world-class piece of art that will permanent-
ly recognize the archbishop’s life’s work and invaluable contri-
butions to both the country and the early Irish immigrants.  It is 
only fitting that an Irishman like Rowan was chosen to create this 
tribute to the Basilica, as it will sit in the heart of the global ar-
tistic community.  Rowan is well known for many works of art in 
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Ireland and Canada and the United States that truly capture the 
Irish spirit of perseverance.  You may have seen his work in Dub-
lin’s Kilmainham Prison, where he memorialized the men who 
were executed after the 1916 Easter Uprising, or “Titanica,” his 
sculpture that sits outside the Titanic Museum in Belfast, or his 
tribute to the victims of the Irish famine located in the Custom 
House Quay in Dublin, as well as Canada’s Ireland Park outside 
of Toronto or his tribute to the four Irish Nobel laureates that rests 
on the campus of Boston College today.

We can soon add New York City to his list of sculptures and 
memorial art that will commemorate the Irish right here in New 
York City.  The following words will be engraved into the Hughes 
memorial that will rise tall at Old St. Patrick’s:  “Immigrant, shep-
herd, peacemaker, defender, patriot, educator, builder, and vision-
ary.”

I will explain why we chose these words carefully and show 
why that has an impact on the people in our society.

Immigrant:  Born in a small hamlet in County Tyrone, he em-
igrated to America, rose from poverty to become the only first 
archbishop of New York.  But after one of the most universally 
respected national leaders of his time — like Hughes, we are all 
immigrants in this country — he left his home for a better world.

Shepherd:  Hughes led the establishment of extensive so-
cial outreach to the immigrant Irish community in the form of 
schools, hospitals, orphanage, charitable institutions, providing 
the much-needed means of survival and social advancement to 
his flock.  He welcomed to his diocese the destitute poor, unedu-
cated, unchurched — which was due to the penal laws of the day 
— Irish Catholics, who were shunned by society.  Still, so many 
immigrants in Manhattan, and specifically the neighborhood that 
is now Old St. Patrick’s, need the same shepherding today.

Peacemaker:  In a speech characterized by both bold author-
ity and humanistic compassion, Hughes played a pivotal role in 
peacefully calming the 4,000 rioters protesting the socioeconomic 
injustice at the time of the nation’s first federally mandated mili-
tary draft in July of 1863 in New York City.  Encouraging peaceful 
protest, Hughes told the crowd, “Every man has a right to defend 
his home or his shanty at the risk of life.  The cause, however, 
must be just and must not be aggressive or offensive.  Do you 
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want my advice?  Well, I have been hurt by the report that you are 
rioters.  You cannot imagine that I could hear these things without 
being grievously pained.  Is there not some way by which you can 
stop these proceedings and support the laws, none of which have 
been enacted upon you as Irishmen and Catholics?”

Given the country’s recent social unrest and subsequent rioting, 
we are in great need of a peacemaker, more now than ever before.

Defender:  An aggressive opponent of nativism, Hughes grudg-
ingly won the respect of local and national leaders by boldly de-
fending the Irish people and his church during an era of intense 
anti-Catholic and anti-Irish discrimination.  He stood up to all 
who tried to put them down, including the famous story of him 
warning the nativist mayor of New York at the time that if one 
church in New York was burned like that in Philadelphia or in 
Boston, he would not be able to control his people, and New York 
City would be like a second Moscow.  The AOH, the Ancient Or-
der of the Hibernians, proudly defended the campus, and nothing 
happened that day. 

Patriot:  One of President Lincoln’s closest allies, Hughes was 
asked to serve as a special envoy to the Catholic heads of state 
in Europe during the American Civil War, with the purpose of 
enlisting and solidifying foreign support for the Union’s cause.  
Hughes’s mission was critical, as the English had sided with the 
Confederacy and he needed to shore up the countries, which he 
did.  He worked very hard at establishing that and accomplished 
that.

Archbishop Hughes also accepted an invitation to speak before 
Congress, which he graciously accepted.  He spoke about Ameri-
canism, virtues associated with good citizenship.

President Lincoln once wrote that “having formed the arch-
bishop’s acquaintance in the earliest days of our country’s present 
troubles, his counsel and advice were gladly sought and continu-
ally received.”

Educator:  Knowing that quality education was a key to social 
mobility, Hughes established the city’s first parochial school sys-
tem and founded St. John’s College, which later became Fordham 
University, the first Catholic institution of higher education in the 
Northeastern United States.  To this day, quality education is still 
the key to achieving the American dream.
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Builder:  Hughes presided over an era of explosive institutional 
growth and spearheaded the extensive building of churches, par-
ishes, schools in his Episcopal reign in New York.  During his 
time, he built over 100 churches, helped open the Sisters of Char-
ity along with Sister Elizabeth Ann Seton, and assisted with the 
creation of the Emigrant Savings Bank to help the poor find a way 
and a safe haven for what little money they had.  This bank is still 
active today and is the largest privately held bank in America.

Lastly, visionary:  Hughes had a vision, known as “Hughes’s 
Folly.”  Hughes laid the cornerstone of St. Patrick’s Cathedral in 
what was then an undeveloped portion of rural Manhattan.  On a 
humanistic level, where others saw uneducated masses living in 
poverty, Hughes had the vision to see the magnificent character, 
heart, and untapped potential of the nation’s struggling Irish Cath-
olic people.  Hughes’s friend Secretary of State Seward was also 
a visionary and speculated on a cold, wayward piece of land that 
was to be called Alaska that would become known as “Seward’s 
Folly.”  We all know the outcome of these so-called follies.

While these words are impactful in their own right and having 
just a few on your résumé is impressive, Hughes had all of them.  
He was a truly remarkable person and was one to whom we are 
finally giving the recognition he has so deserved and long been 
overlooked.  We are doing this now because people like John Jo-
seph Hughes’s story must be told.

With that in mind, we have an opportunity to continue his leg-
acy.  The Committee has established a fund to financially sup-
port the Archbishop John Hughes Center for Spiritual Formation.  
Archbishop Hughes pioneered New York City’s parochial system, 
as well as Fordham University.  Returning Catholic education 
to the site of the former church is not only a powerful piece of 
symbolism, but also a much-needed resource to the neighboring 
community.  With many immigrants in the area surrounding the 
Basilica, the church has seen an influx of many new families and 
young people coming back to learn.  There is a growing and vi-
brant community of many different nationalities that will benefit 
from the Hughes Center once opened.  The Center’s mission is to 
promote the faith through ongoing spiritual formation of young 
adults and families through catechesis, Bible study, and cultural 
activities.

In the words of Monsignor Donald Sakano, “Archbishop 
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Hughes addressed the need to evangelize the unchurched, partic-
ularly the immigrants from Ireland.  Today the Church must reach 
out in the spirit of new evangelization to reignite the faith among 
young adults who will be parents in tomorrow’s world.  Archbish-
op Hughes is the perfect role model for all of us in our searching 
for creative ways to build the body of Christ, the Church.”

Located at the heart of Old New York, the Center will engage 
in activities of an educational, cultural, and social nature to impart 
and maintain the Catholic faith.  A director of religious education 
will supervise instructors, catechesis, and volunteers in order to 
carry out these activities.  I cannot stress enough how important 
this Center is to the people of that neighborhood.

In conclusion, St. Patrick’s Cathedral was selflessly built with 
the pennies of poor Irish immigrants.  This memorial and Spiritual 
Center can only be built with the dollars of more fortunate Irish 
Americans whose success is owed, in large part, to people like 
Archbishop John J. Hughes.  Hughes was not only considered by 
most to be the greatest Irish immigrant of the time; he was one of 
the most historical figures of the nineteenth century.  Amazingly, 
very little has been told about this man’s story.

It is our goal that this beautiful work of art will be a lasting me-
morial and communicate this achievement to future generations 
to come.  It is also our goal to serve as a physical beacon for these 
missions of social justice, quality education, successful immigra-
tion, and peacemaking.  While it is a memorial that will tell his 
story, it is also the Center for Spiritual Formation that will carry 
out his life’s mission and continue his work in a tangible, impact-
ful way for an immigrant community and an immigrant parish that 
still needs help today.

Can you see the parallels?  Hughes passionately fought for 
stability, education, and assimilation opportunities for an immi-
grant population in nineteenth-century New York.  Today, while 
celebrating the 200th anniversary of his church, we will have the 
opportunity to evangelize the young professional people that are 
moving back into the neighborhood and bring them back to their 
Catholic faith to create stability, education, and assimilation op-
portunities for immigrant populations in a different New York.

Hughes dedicated his life to helping our Irish ancestors who 
came before us.  We assimilated, and successful Irish Americans 
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like us have an opportunity to help others and new immigrants — 
in the same way the neighborhood — who are dealing with these 
very same struggles now.  We are a powerful and symbolic oppor-
tunity to make this happen.

In the face of discrimination, political intimidation, physical 
violence, Archbishop Hughes stood for what he believed in:  the 
dignity and potential of this country’s Irish people.  As brothers in 
the present-day Irish American community, let’s choose to stand 
with him now.  Let’s tell his story and let’s continue on his life’s 
mission in a way that would make him proud of us.

God bless John Joseph Hughes, God bless the thirty-two coun-
ties of Ireland, and God bless the United States of America.  Thank 
you very much.

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you very much, Bill.
I am reminded that, after he was assassinated, accompanying 

the honor guard at President Lincoln’s funeral procession was the 
“Fighting 69th,” the Irish who only a few years before had been 
regarded as so lowly in our society.

Another thing about Hughes, his intelligence, is that he only 
chose non-English-speaking Jesuits to first teach at Fordham, 
which didn’t impair them in the least.

Bill, thank you very much.  Rowan Gillespie is a great sculp-
tor.  In addition to the ones you cited, there is a statue to Johnny 
Kilbane, who was the longest-reigning champion fighter in the 
United States, in my hometown, Cleveland, on the West Side, in 
the Triangle district there, where he lived and grew up.  Rowan 
Gillespie is going to do a very, very good job for the city of New 
York.

Gentlemen, for those of you who have to catch a train and 
would like to skedaddle before the Glee Club sings, I would ask 
you to please take your leave right now.  For those of you who will 
remain, I would ask you to please be temperate in your comments, 
a little bit quiet.

I would now ask Kevin Faughey to please come to the podium 
and tell us about this night’s presentation.

MR. KEVIN FAUGHEY:  I would like to thank everyone who 
will stay to hear the Glee Club tonight.  Those of you who are 
staying to hear the Glee Club tonight, we have a wonderful pro-
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gram for you.  The first song that we are going to sing will be 
“The Black Velvet Band,” which is an Irish folksong.  Then we’ll 
sing “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” by Wilhousky.  We will 
sing “We’ll Meet Again,” by Parker and Charles.  We will have a 
solo by the two Harleys, Ray and his son Eddie, singing “Save the 
Bones for Henry Jones,” by Barker, Lee, and Jones.  We are going 
to end with “The Lost Chord.”

Again I want to thank everybody who is staying.  Enjoy the 
Glee Club.  Thank you.

(Glee Club performance)
MR. FAUGHEY:  We are going to end our season by singing 

“The Lost Chord.”  This is a tradition, that the Glee Club sings 
“The Lost Chord” every year as our last song.  We have had a very 
successful season.  We hope you enjoy that. 

But before we do that, I just want to make mention of a very 
special person who is in our Glee Club.  If I could just bring Jerry 
Lenahan forward for one second.

I want to announce that in this year, 2015, Jerry is celebrating 
his fiftieth anniversary with the Glee Club.  He joined in 1965.  
He has thrilled us with his voice many, many times over the years.  
He has sung some fabulous solos.  I am very happy that he is still 
with us, even though he is going to cut back a little bit now.  His 
son-in-law is bringing him in from New Jersey, but he is going to 
still continue to sing with us at our concerts.  

I just thought I would let you members of the Society know.  
We honored Jerry last week at our public concert at the Church 
of the Epiphany.  I just thought I would let the Society members 
know tonight that Jerry is celebrating his fiftieth anniversary.

(Applause)
We are going to sing “The Lost Chord” now.  I hope you enjoy 

it — I’m sorry, I always tend to forget David.  David, would you 
please stand and take a bow.

(Applause)
The only reason why I tend to forget him is because I just don't 

always see him over there.
So we’ll sing “The Lost Chord.”
(Glee Club performance)
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PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, please remain standing 
as we sing our National Anthem.

(Singing of the National Anthem)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, I will entertain a motion 

to adjourn the meeting.
(A motion to adjourn the meeting was moved and seconded.)
All in favor.
(Chorus of “Ayes”)
Good night.  Drive home safely.
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REGULAR STATED MEETING 

held at

The Princeton Club

New York, New York

November 16, 2015

The Regular Stated Meeting of the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of Saint Patrick in the City of New York, held on Monday 
November 15, 2015, at The Princeton Club, 15 West 43rd Street, 
New York City, was called to order by the President of the Society, 
John C. Walton.

PRESIDENT JOHN C. WALTON:  Good evening, gentlemen.  
I call this meeting of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the City of 
New York to order.  I would ask our Glee Club to open the meet-
ing with the singing of “The Hail of the Friendly Sons.”

(“The Hail of the Friendly Sons” was performed by the Glee 
Club.)

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, I would ask Monsignor 
Michael Reid to come forward.  Of course, this year, 2015, is a 
very important year for lawyers.  To say something which com-
bines the ecclesiastical with the legal profession, this is the 800th 
anniversary of the church ending trial by ordeal.

Well, I don’t know how that fits, but Monsignor Reid.
MSGR. MICHAEL J. REID:  Gentlemen, let us pray.
Tonight we ask our Father’s blessing, first and foremost, upon 

the people of France, those who have lost their lives, their fami-
lies, and to the nation of France.  We ask the Lord to bless them.

We ask the Lord to bless our country, America, to bless our 
roots in Ireland.  We ask for world peace.

On a lighter note, tonight we ask the Lord’s blessings upon 
those of us who are gathered here, upon the food we share, to give 
us an evening of friendship and of good cheer.

We pray always in the name of Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, the formal part of our 
meeting will convene after dinner.  Thank you.

(Dinner was served.)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, I would like now to be-

gin our meeting.  I would recognize our Secretary, John Coleman, 
for the purpose of reading the minutes of the May meeting.

MR. JOHN A. COLEMAN, III:  Mr. President, I recommend 
that we dispense with the reading of the minutes and that they be 
accepted into the record as prepared.

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Do I hear a second to the motion?
(The motion was seconded.)
I would now like to recognize our Treasurer, Tom Sullivan, to 

render his report, please.
MR. THOMAS H. SULLIVAN:  Thank you, Mr. President, 

fellow Friendly Sons.
As reported at the conclusion of my last report to you in May, 

the cash on hand as of May 1 was $241,428.  Since then, our 
receipts up until October 31 of 2015 have been $55,026, for a 
total of cash on hand plus receipts of $296,454.  During the same 
period, May 1 through October 31, our disbursements have been 
$136,211, leaving us with cash on hand in our general fund as of 
October 31 of $164,244.

As to our capital fund, the market value of the fund’s invest-
ments as of October 31, 2015, comes to $2,505,935.

Thank you, gentlemen.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, may I have a motion that 

the Treasurer’s report as rendered be approved?
(A motion to accept the Treasurer’s report was made and sec-

onded.)
All in favor.
(Chorus of “Ayes”)
Opposed.
(No response)
The motion is carried.
Now it is my sad duty to read the names of the members who 
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have passed away since our last meeting:  Gerald P. Murphy, 
Thomas B. Galligan, John Kiely, Gerald H. McGinley, E. Virgil 
Conway, and James Mulvihill. 

Committees will be appointed to prepare suitable memorials to 
be published in our yearbook.  If you know of any of the deceased 
members, please contact our Historian, Michael Doyle.

I would say in passing that Jerry McGinley was a personal 
friend of mine, a neighbor not too far away in Short Hills, and a 
great supporter of mine in the early stages of my career at Citi-
bank, when he was an institutional salesman.

I would now ask you please to rise and observe a moment of 
silence in memory of our deceased members.

(A moment of silence was observed.)
Thank you, gentlemen.
As Monsignor Reid so eloquently stated, I would also ask that 

you remember in your prayers our Almoner, John Fitzsimons, 
who was diagnosed with brain cancer just a few weeks ago and is 
undergoing chemotherapy, I believe at Memorial Sloan Kettering.  
John has been a very good friend over these past several years.  I 
would ask that you pray for his quick recovery.

I would now like to recognize the Chairman of the Admissions 
Committee, Lawrence Cooke, to please give his report.

MR. LAWRENCE H. COOKE II:  Thank you, Mr. President.
The Admissions Committee met on November 16 and recom-

mends the election of the following individuals to active mem-
bership:  Joseph Ali, Jack Barry, Robert Bickford, Jr., Thomas 
Blaney, Terry Burd, Noel Burke, David Casey, William Clifford, 
Brendan Constant, Brian Scott, Michael Dillon, Thomas Dwyer, 
Mark FitzPatrick, William Foley, Thomas Gilchrist, Patrick Gor-
don, Robert Gordon, John Grenawalt, Kevin Grenawalt, Edmund 
Hartnett, Kevin Healy, Mark Hyland, George Irish, John McWil-
liams IV, Arthur Minson, Thomas Monaghan, Connor Nugent, 
John O’Neill, Jr., Christopher O’Rourke, Damien Quinn, Timothy 
Rooney, Jr., Thomas Ryan, Barrett Touhy, Kevin Touhy, and Mi-
chael Vanrossem.

These are the members that we propose for membership.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, may I entertain a motion 
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to accept the report of the Admissions Committee?
(A motion to accept the report of the Admissions Committee 

was made and seconded.)
All in favor.
(Chorus of “Ayes”)
Opposed
(No response)
I can remember that line from The Honeymooners:  How long 

have you known the applicant?  Too long.
I would ask that Chairman John Waldron of the Charities Com-

mittee please step forward to give his report.
MR. JOHN C. WALDRON:  Thank you, Mr. President.
As I reported at the January general meeting, the Committee on 

Charities met to determine the organizations to receive grants for 
the 2014-2015 fiscal year.  As approved at last November’s stat-
ed meeting, up to $200,000 was available for distribution.  There 
were requests submitted by fifty-four organizations.  Five were 
first-time or new submissions.  After review and follow-up by the 
committee, thirty-seven grants were approved and we fully allo-
cated the $200,000.

At this time, it is requested that the Committee on Charities 
be authorized to approve grants for the 2015-2016 year ending 
March 16, 2016, again totaling up to $200,000.

PRESIDENT WALTON:  I would request that a member re-
submit a motion to allow $200,000 for the 2016 year.

(A motion to authorize the Committee on Charities to approve 
grants for $200,000 was made and seconded.)

All in favor.
(Chorus of “Ayes”)
Opposed
(No response)
In new business, I would entertain a motion from the floor 

that the stipend to the Glee Club in the amount of $25,000 be ap-
proved.  May I hear a motion from the floor?

(A motion to approve the stipend to the Glee Club was made 
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and seconded.)
All in favor.
(Chorus of “Ayes”)
Opposed.
(No response)
I have a little bit of new business.  As I said in an email, in the 

past two years, I have received expressions of interest from sev-
eral members requesting the Society to organize a golf outing to 
Ireland.  The topic was discussed at the Board of Officers meeting 
several months ago.  Our Audit Committee member, Gary Shee-
han, has organized outings in the past and has indicated that for 
a cost of $3,700 we would be able to play ten courses over seven 
days.  The trip would be Friday night to the following Saturday.  
It would include airfare, hotels, breakfast, transportation, etc., and 
would take place in early September 2016.  If you have any inter-
est, please contact our office manager, Jackie McCarthy.

On November 22, this upcoming Sunday, a statue commemo-
rating Bishop Hughes will be unveiled at Old St. Patrick’s.  I will 
send a reminder email out to refresh the details.

It has been brought to my attention by former President Bob 
Reilly that there is a movie which would be of much interest to 
members of the Society.  It is called The Bridge of Spies.  It is a 
Cold War historical drama, espionage thriller, directed by Steven 
Spielberg, with Academy Award-winning actor Tom Hanks play-
ing the lead role as James B. Donovan, a New York lawyer.  Dona-
van was entrusted with negotiating the release of Francis Powers, 
U-2 plane pilot who was shot down over the Soviet Union, in ex-
change for Rudolf Abel, who was a KGB spy in the United States.

As Bob points out, and the reason I bring this up is that the 
hero of the story, James B. Donovan, was a graduate of Fordham 
College, was a longtime member of the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of St. Patrick.  He served for several years as the Chairman 
of our Charities Committee.  He was revered among the members 
of our Society and, at his passing, his funeral mass and eulogy 
were delivered by Father Robert I. Gannon, S.J., who was a for-
mer President of Fordham and the man who holds the honor as the 
second-most frequent speaker at our dinners.

So I think viewing this movie would be a really great idea.
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To get to the business of the meeting, in accordance with the 
bylaws of the Society, the annual election of officers is to take 
place at the meeting, and the report of the Nominating Committee, 
which was appointed at the May meeting, was sent to the mem-
bership together with notice of the meeting.  I now call upon Mark 
Codd, the Nominating Committee Chairman, for his report.

MR. MARK B. CODD:  Thank you, Jack.
On the evening of September 14, 2015, the Nominating Com-

mittee met and we nominated the following individuals to be vot-
ed for as officers of the Society for the ensuing year.  Let me pres-
ent to you the results of the meeting:  for President, Matthew T. 
McLaughlin; for First Vice President, Kevin J. Rooney; for Sec-
ond Vice President, John A. Coleman III; for Treasurer, Thomas 
H. Sullivan; for Secretary, Peter D. McGuire; for Almoner, John J. 
Fitzsimons, and for Historian, Michael F. Doyle.

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you, Mark.
I would ask the Secretary to cast one ballot for the election of 

the members as recommended.
MR. JOHN A. COLEMAN III:  So voted.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  So it is passed.
Mark, may I ask you to escort Kevin Rooney and John Cole-

man to the podium?  I will ask Kevin Rooney to present the Sec-
ond Vice President’s medal to John Coleman.

(The presentation was made.)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Mark, I would ask you now to escort 

Matt McLaughlin to the podium.  Matt McLaughlin will present 
the First Vice President’s medal to Kevin Rooney.

(The presentation was made.)
MR. MATTHEW T. MCLAUGHLIN:  Buffed and polished for 

two full years.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  I have two presentations to make to 

Matt McLaughlin.  First, fifty years ago a book was published 
recording the history of the Society of the Friendly Sons of St. 
Patrick from 1784 to that date.  It is an excellent history of New 
York City and New York State.  I have a copy of this book, which, 
by tradition, has been signed by many of the former presidents, 
and now I present it to Matt McLaughlin, to which he shall add 
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his own signature and he shall hold it during his term of office and 
for his successors.

Finally, I am not going to use the words of Charlton Heston, 
“You won’t get this gun out of my hands,” but I am going to pres-
ent to you the medallion of President of the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of St. Patrick in the City of New York.

Gentlemen, I present to you the eighty-seventh President of 
the Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, Matthew T. Mc-
Laughlin.

(Applause)
I would just like to say that it has been an extreme honor to 

serve as President of the Society.  We have had some wonderful 
speakers.  Dame Blood may have spoken a bit too long, and my 
friend Tommy Corrigan may have focused on the Midwest a bit 
too much.  Bill Duggan talked to us about Dagger John Hughes.  

The big challenge for Matt, obviously, is to secure speakers for 
our annual March 17 dinner.  Believe me, that is no small task. 

I would like to express my gratitude to the officers and com-
mittee chairs who have served so admirably in the past two years, 
to the Ziminskys, who have shepherded our funds so well, to the 
Glee Club under the direction of Kevin Faughey and David Ralph 
as accompanist, and also to Jackie McCarthy, who is the institu-
tional memory of the Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick.  
Thank you very much.

(Applause)
PRESIDENT MATTHEW T. MCLAUGHLIN:  Thank you, 

Jack, for that delightful ceremony.  I am deeply, deeply proud to 
be part of this history.  Thank you very much, gentlemen, for this 
extraordinary honor.  It is a great privilege for any Irish American 
to call himself the President of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick of 
the City of New York.  Thank you.

Let me begin with a retinue of thank-yous by noting that I am 
deeply grateful to the members of the Nominating Committee for 
the faith it took to name me as your next President.  I am truly 
honored.

Our recent former President, Mr. Walton, gave me a surpris-
ingly gracious introduction.  I can see from your faces that most 
of you are surprised at the generosity of that introduction.  I don’t 
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really blame you for being surprised, given the hostility of the 
recent election contest.  It is a rare thing indeed for a political op-
ponent like Mr. Walton to be so gracious in defeat, especially after 
so close an election.  For those of you paying attention, you may 
just have noticed that I was elected by a mere one vote.

Jack leaves this office with a tremendous reputation for integ-
rity and character and, most importantly, humility.  But I will tell 
you now, he is a very hard man and a bitter opponent.  It is a 
well-publicized fact that during our hotly contested election, Jack 
did indeed say very many cruel things about me.  But they will not 
be repeated for the next two years.  I will say, to Jack’s credit, that 
when he saw the futility of opposing me, he did become cheerfully 
helpful.  He has agreed to turn over the keys of our palatial office 
of the Friendly Sons, and I am now in full possession, custody, 
and control of his medal, which, I must say, feels and looks like 
a hubcap.

Jack and I have shaken hands, and he is cooperating with my 
transition team.  He has allowed his department heads to meet my 
taskforces, and with my agreement to retain several of his key 
people in high — and, of course, highly compensated — offices, 
I can assure you we are in the process of effecting a very smooth 
transition at the Friendly Sons.

Enough levity.  I know that I have enormous shoes to fill.  My 
predecessor, Jack Walton, is a giant among men.  We will have a 
formal tribute to Jack in January, but while I have you partially 
listening to me, I will tell you tonight that I could not ask for a 
better mentor than my friend Jack Walton.

Jack, please allow me to be among the first to wish you well in 
your post-presidency years at the Friendly Sons.  Within minutes, 
Jack will be back in the fold of his beloved Glee Club.  I know 
I speak for everyone in the room tonight when I say that I look 
forward to seeing and hearing Jack Walton at the Friendly Sons 
for decades to come.

(Applause)
I am also blessed to have so many past presidents that I can 

call my friends, from Reynolds through Fitzsimons, Reilly, Smith, 
Murphy, O’Brien, Codd, and now Walton, I stand on the shoulders 
of giants.  On so many phone calls, strategy sessions at lunch, din-
ner, white-wine afternoons, and elsewhere, these men have been 
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my mentors.  
Gentlemen, presidents never fully retire from the Friendly 

Sons.  They continue to guide the Society by lending their good 
judgment and their energy to the current president as he manages 
the affairs of the Friendly Sons.  

There is another thanks.  There is a man sitting not too far 
away from me, the second table away.  He is a handsome-looking 
gentleman.  Some say he has the blood of a leprechaun.  Some say 
he has the heart of an angel.  Some say he has the heart of a devil.  
After 8:00, it is always the heart of the devil.  Ray Teatum.

(Applause)
Ray moved for my admission two decades ago and has been 

the fuel behind my ascent at the Friendly Sons.  I am personally 
deeply grateful to Ray.  So thank you, Ray.

Lastly, gentlemen, I would like to thank the members of the 
committees who do the hard, granular work that makes the Friend-
ly Sons actually run.  It seems like it sort of randomly falls togeth-
er, but all of this work is done by the many members of the boards.  
I want to thank the members themselves and the committee chair-
men for all of their hard work.  It has been an honor to work with 
you for the last four years as Second Vice and First Vice, and I am 
delighted to work with you again in the next two years.

I am a part of history now.  I stand here with this medal so 
heavy on my shoulders.  But I want to give you one small vignette 
of my own history as I close tonight.  As I stand before you as 
President of this great Society, it is an overwhelming experience.  
As many of you know, we were founded in 1784.  Two hundred 
years later, in 1983, I stood in my kitchen as I watched my father 
adjust my older brother Joe’s bowtie.  Joe, you see, is five years 
older than I, and my father was taking him to the Friendly Sons 
dinner.  It is a little bit of a Cinderella story, but I am here final-
ly.  From that day on, from 1983 onwards, the Friendly Sons was 
to me a magical, prestigious, and wonderful organization.  Now, 
some thirty years later, I am humbled to be the President of this 
esteemed Society.

Gentlemen, I will serve you and the Society to the absolute best 
of my abilities.  Thank you.

(Applause)
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Our immediate past President is still bossing me around.  He 
has told me that it is my duty, as my first act as President, to ask 
for a stipend for the Glee Club.  The stipend apparently is $25,000.  
Can I have a motion for that stipend? 

(A motion to authorize the stipend was made and seconded.)
All in favor.
(Chorus of “Ayes”)
Thank you, gentlemen.
It is my privilege to undertake my second act as President.  I 

hereby invite Kevin Faughey to lead the Glee Club with tonight’s 
musical program.

MR. KEVIN FAUGHEY:  Good evening, gentlemen.  Tonight 
we will be starting with the very popular “What Shall We Do with 
the Drunken Sailor?” by Marshall Bartholomew.  From there we 
will go into the very beautiful “Barcarolle” from The Tales of 
Hoffmann by Offenbach.  After that, we will have a soloist, Jim 
Keaney, who will sing “All Through the Night.”  The Club will 
then end by singing “The Shan Van Voght,” by Horatio Parker.

We are now going to sing “What Shall We Do with a Drunken 
Sailor?”

(Glee Club performance)
MR. FAUGHEY:  Now Jim Keaney will sing “All Through the 

Night.”
(Solo performance by Jim Keaney)
MR. FAUGHEY:  For our last composition, we will sing “The 

Shan Van Voght.”  I know when I mentioned that name before, 
at least some of you said, “What the hell does that mean?”  Shan 
van voght is Gaelic, and it means “the poor old woman.”  It is a 
reference to Ireland.  You will hear the words to the song as you 
go along.  You will see what it is.  Every time you hear shan van 
voght, think of “the poor old woman.”  It will make more sense. 

(Glee Club performance)
PRESIDENT MCLAUGHLIN:  Thank you, Kevin.  Thank 

you, members of the Glee Club.
Can we all rise and join the Glee Club, please, in the singing of 

our nation’s National Anthem?
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(Singing of the National Anthem)
PRESIDENT MCLAUGHLIN:  Gentlemen, thank you very 

much.  We stand adjourned until our January meeting.  Happy 
Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas.

(Adjourn:  8:26 p.m.)
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Roll of Members
of the

Society of the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick
in the City of New-York

HONORARY MEMBERS
elected

 reVerend JoSePh a. o’hare, S.J. 2004
 hiS excellency tiMothy M. dolan 2010
 rayMond kelly 2013

Veteran MeMBerShiP

Rev. Msgr. George F. Bardes ............. 1974
John A. Brennan. ................................1981
Donald Thos Brudie ..........................  1978
Francis D. Burke    .............................1982
Kevin M. Cahill. ................................1964
Lawrence F. Corroon..........................1959
Myles F. Dolan ...................................1980
John G. Duggan .................................1965
Francis J. Eulner. ................................1983
George B. Fargis, Jr. ........................... 1961
Joseph H. Farrell ................................1983
John D. Feerick ..................................1981
Joseph J. Finn. ....................................1996
David L. Godvin ................................1972
Owen E. Hearty, Sr.  ........................... 1950

William P. Hurley ...............................1982
Kevin E. Kavanagh ............................1992
Richard K. LeBlond, II ......................1952
James J.P. Manning ............................1981
Robert G. McManus. ..........................1959
John Wm. McGrath ............................1988
Rev. Terence J. Mulkerin ...................1979
Edward H. Murphy ............................1956
Michael M. O’Rourke ........................1981
Hubert J. O’Toole. ..............................1977
Hugh Ryan .........................................1944
Richard Joyce Smith ..........................1949
Walter X. Stanton, Jr. .........................1972
Timothy P. Sullivan. ...........................1957
Rev. Msgr. Henry J. Vier ....................1952

Elected Elected

life MeMBerShiP

Ambrose, Myles J ..............................1996
Andersson, Brian G. ...........................1989
Ashley, Daniel J. ................................1986

Barrett, John J. ...................................1979
Barrett, Thomas V., Jr ........................2000
Bateman, Frank C. .............................1976
Beards, Daniel E ................................1971
Blessing, Francis M.P. ........................1975
Bodkin, Laurence G., Jr. ....................1966
Bodkin, Laurence G., III ....................1986
Boland, Joseph M...............................1954
Brannigan, Eugene J. .........................1992
Brennan, Thomas A............................1997
Brennan, Thomas A., Jr. .....................1975
Brown, Arthur J. .................................1941
Brown, Jerry E. ..................................1958
Brown, Jeremiah E., Jr. ......................1972
Brown, Peter Campbell, Jr. ................1968

Brown, Rev. Msgr. Patrick E .............1992
Brown, Robert J.  ...............................1981
Buckley, Kevin C. ..............................1996
Burke, Edward J. ................................1978
Burke, James McK. ............................1988
Burke, Michael F.  ..............................1985
Burke, Peter C ....................................1989
Burke, Richard F. ...............................1974
Burke, Robert J. .................................1975
Burke, Robert P. ................................. 1989
Burke, Thomas C., Jr. .........................1985
Butler, Daniel P. .................................1979
Byrne, Christopher J. .........................1987
Byrne, Daniel C. ................................1985
     
Callahan, David P. ..............................1977
Callahan, John P. ................................ 1981
Callahan, Paul J. .................................1981
Callanan, James J. ..............................1983

Elected Elected
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Elected Elected
Cannon, John F. ..................................1990
Carey, Christopher W. ........................1983
Carey, Thomas J. ................................1982
Carroll, Mark J ...................................1990
Carroll, Thomas J.  .............................1992
Carron, Charles J. ...............................1981
Casey, Dennis P ..................................1980
Casey, James M. ................................. 1976
Casey, Thomas P. ............................... 1977
Cassidy, Michael S .............................1966
Castel, P. Kevin .................................. 1984
Caulway, John J. ................................ 1969
Cavanaugh, Thomas J ........................1983
Clark, Rev. James P. ........................... 1962
Clark, John S. .....................................1969
Cleary, Robert J ..................................1991
Codd, Mark B.....................................1979
Coleman, John A., III .........................1994
Collins, John P. ...................................1973
Collins, Richard K. ............................1978
Conlon, John M.  ................................1993
Concannon, Richard J. .......................1981
Connolly, Kevin J. .............................. 1985
Connor, Robert E. ..............................1969
Connors, John J., D.M.D....................1977
Connorton, John V., Jr ........................1972
Connorton, John V., III .......................1993
Corcoran, John L. ...............................1996
Cox, Peter Bingham ...........................1988
Cox, Robert E .....................................1999
Creaney, Anthony P ............................1983
Creedon, Richard T. ........................... 1973
Cronin, Garrett J .................................1986
Crotty, Paul A. ....................................1978
Crumlish, James P ..............................1985
Cuddahy, John P. ................................1975
Cuddahy, Sean P. ................................1986
Cuite, Thomas J., Jr. ...........................1982
Cullen, John J. ....................................1967
Cunningham, Richard J., Jr. ...............1971
Curley, Rev. Thomas J. ......................1976
Curry, John F., III ...............................1960
Curry, Robert E., Jr. ........................... 1960
Curtin, Brian J., M.D. ........................1957
Curtin, Thomas Hayes........................1985

Daley, Gerald F .................................. 1987
Darcy, Keith T. ...................................1974
Davey, John J., III .............................. 1996
Davidson, George A ........................... 2013
Delaney, James J. ............................... 1979
Dennis, Benjamin F., III  ....................1970
Devine, Raymond J.  ..........................1993
Diamond, Patrick H. ..........................1968
Dobbs, William H., II .........................1982
Doherty, James E ............................... 1996
Donnelly, Edwin R. ............................ 1983
Donnelly, Robert O. ........................... 1964
Dooley, William  N. ...........................1986
Dowdall, James ..................................2001
Dowdall, James W.  ............................ 1993
Dowden, James H. .............................1967

Downing, John M...............................1983
Driscoll. Bro. John G. ........................1972
Driscoll, Sean R. ................................1979
Duff, Patrick D. ..................................1990
Duffy, Brian P. ....................................1982
Duffy, Jr., James O’Neill ....................1982
Duffy, Kevin T ...................................1970
Duignan, Richard M. ..........................1985
Dunleavy, Thomas J. ..........................1976
Dwyer, Denis J. ..................................1963
Dwyer, Francis J ................................1984
Dwyer, Thomas S., Jr. ........................ 1963

Earley, Anthony F., Jr. ........................1952
Egan, Patrick J. ..................................1972
English, Joseph T. ..............................1978
Fanning, John J. .................................1983
Fearon, Stephen J. ..............................1975
Fee, Frank J., III .................................1966
FitzPatrick, Edward J. ........................1971
Fitzpatrick, Edward J .........................1991
Fitzsimons, John H.............................1997
FitzSimons, John J .............................1989
Flaherty, John F. ................................. 1990
Flanagan, James G., III, D.D.S. .........1976
Flanagan, Rev. John D. ...................... 1986
Flanagan, Thomas S. ..........................1979
Flynn, Daniel J. ..................................1975
Flynn, John G .....................................1993
Flynn, Thomas F. ............................... 1977
Fogarty, John A., Jr.  ..........................1992
Foley, Daniel V.  .................................1973
Foley, Frank G. .................................. 1977
Foley, John P.  ....................................1985
Foye, Patrick J ....................................1988
Frank, William P. ................................1987

Gallagher, Michael J. .........................1962
Galvin, John F., III ............................. 1964
Gartland, William  ..............................1988
Gately, Martin J ..................................1990
Gavigan, John E. ................................1946
Gavigan, Owen ..................................1980
Geoghan, Joseph E.  ...........................1999
Giblin, Thomas P. ............................... 1978
Gibney, Michael D. ............................1997
Gilhooly, John J. ................................ 1994
Gill, James F. ...................................... 1968
Gillooley, John, M.D. ......................... 1987
Gleason, Thomas W.  .........................1991
Golden, Robert C ...............................1987
Gomprecht, Robert J., Sr ....................1992
Gomprecht, Robert J., Jr ....................1995
Goodwin, John H ...............................1982
Grainger, Edmund C., Jr. ....................1952
Greeley, Robert E. ..............................1972
Griffin, William L., Jr. ........................ 1967
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CHARITIES OF THE SOCIETY
The Society was founded in 1784  “for the relief of natives 

of Ireland, or descendants of natives of Ireland, as may become 
indigent and poor... or to the making of grants to such charitable, 
educational or religious organizations as are exempt from taxa-
tion...to assist them in relief of the indigent and poor” in the City 
of New York.  The Society makes contributions to a variety of 
organizations that assist New Yorkers in need in fulfillment of its 
mission, including several Irish charitable and cultural organiza-
tions, Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of New York, New 
York educational institutions, soup kitchens, bread lines and shel-
ters, hospitals and health care institutions.

The enlargement of the Society’s Charitable Funds will permit 
more generous distributions in fulfillment of the Society’s purpos-
es, and Members are encouraged to consider personal donations 
and bequests in their estate planning.

FORM OF BEQUEST
I give and bequest to “The Society of the Friendly Sons 
of Saint Patrick in the City of New York,’’ a Corporation 
created in the year 1827 under the Laws of the State of 
New York, the sum of …… DOLLARS

ANNIVERSARY DINNERS
A list of places where the anniversary dinners of the Society 

have been held since its organization to the year 1962 appears in 
the History, Appendix H, page 538.

 1963 Hotel Astor
 1964 Waldorf-Astoria Hotel
 1965-1966 Hotel Astor
 1967-1968 Hilton Hotel
 1969-1978 Americana Hotel
 1979-1988 The Sheraton Centre Hotel
 1989-2014 Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers
 2015 Sheraton New York Times Square Hotel

GLEE CLUB
A brief history of the Glee Club appears in the 1994 Yearbook 

of the Society, at page 89.
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E. VIRGIL CONWAY
Edmund Virgil Conway, an Active Member of the Society who 

joined in 2000 was born to E. Virgil Conway, Jr. and Dorothea 
Brandes Conway on August 2, 1929 in Southampton NY and 
grew up in Montauk, NY, in the Upper Shepherd’s Neck area.  His 
grandfather, John Conway, was born in Ireland.

Virgil lived an outdoor life as a boy, fishing duck-hunting and 
swimming. He was one of the town’s first Eagle Scouts. His father 
was a founding member of the Montauk Community Church and 
he attended and supported it throughout his life.

He graduated from East Hampton High School in 1947 where 
he was the Valedictorian. He graduated magna cum laude and Phi 
Beta Kappa from Colgate University in 1951. He graduated cum 
laude from Yale Law School in 1956, and was awarded an hon-
orary degrees from Pace University in 1990 and from the State 
University of New York at Stony Brook in 1998. Virgil served as a 
Captain in the United States Air Force during the Korean War, and 
afterwards in the US Air Force Reserve.

In 1969, he married Elaine Wingate and they made their home 
in Bronxville NY, where he served as an Elder in the Reformed 
Church of Bronxville and was involved with the Boy Scouts.

In the course of his career in both the public and private sec-
tors, he was chairman and chief executive officer of the Seaman’s 
Bank for Savings for 20 years, starting in 1968. He was a board 
member of a number of corporations, among them Union Pacific, 
Consolidated Edison and the Atlantic Mutual Insurance Compa-
ny. He was deputy superintendent of the New York State Banking 
Department, and chairman of the New York City Housing Partner-
ship, and on the Board of the New York State Thruway Authority. 
He was the Chairman of the Audit Committee of the City of New 
York. He served as Chairman of the Metropolitan Transit Authori-
ty where he was a significant leader in the planning and construc-
tion of the Grand Central Station access from the LIRR, and the 
Second Avenue subway.

He loved the Friendly Sons and especially the Anniversary 
Diners, where he was usually seated with his great friend, Jim 
Gill, and as a history buff, reveled in its over two century’s of 
history in the City of New York.
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The Society extends its deep sympathy to his family, Allison 
Conway Worthington, Sarah Lindner Conway, William Wingate 
Gay and John Lawrence Gay.

   Brian Rathjen
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee

EDWARD CARDINAL EGAN
His Eminence Reverend Cardinal Edward Egan, the retired 

Archbishop of New York, and an Honorary Member of the So-
ciety of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the City of New York 
since 2002, died on March 5, 2015. He was 77 years of age.

Edward Michael Egan was born April 2, 1932 in Oak Park, IL 
to Thomas J. and Genevieve Costello Egan.  His parents’ families 
were from County Mayo and County Clare, Ireland.  In 1943, both 
he and his older brother contracted polio and both missed two 
years of schooling. Edward graduated from Archbishop Quigley 
Preparatory School in 1951, and graduated from St. Mary of the 
Lake Seminary. He continued his education at the Pontifical North 
American College in Rome where he was ordained in 1957, and 
received his doctorate in Canon Law from the Gregorian Univer-
sity in Rome.

He was named an Auxiliary Bishop and Vicar for Education 
of New York in 1985, and became the Bishop of Bridgeport CT 
in 1988. Upon the death of Cardinal John O’Connor, he was ap-
pointed the 9th Archbishop of New York, and a year later its 7th 
Cardinal.

Cardinal Egan was the shepherd of New York at the time of 
the September 11, 2001 attacks on the World Trade Center and he 
spent countless hours comforting families and New Yorkers griev-
ing the great loss of life, and serving the needs of the 413 parishes 
of the Archdiocese. In addition, he was a magnificent administra-
tor of a very large, complex and financially struggling Archdio-
cese, and he helped return the operation to a sound fiscal basis.

He loved the Society of the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick and 
reveled in offering the Invocation at the Anniversary Dinner each 
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year, and enjoying the company of hundreds of friends and ad-
mirers. 

The Society extends its deepest sympathy to his family and 
to his brother priests on his death. A Mass of Resurrection was 
offered at Saint Patrick’s Cathedral.

   Edward J. Burke
   Victor D. Ziminsky
   Timothy G. Reynolds
   John H. FitzSimons
   Robert J. Reilly
   Alfred E. Smith IV
   Brian M. Murphy
   Thomas M. O’Brien
   Mark B. Codd
   John C. Walton
   Matthew T. McLaughlin
    Committee  
       

THOMAS B. GALLIGAN
Thomas Bernard Galligan, a Life Member of the Society hav-

ing joined in 1978, died on July 30, 2015, at the age of 90.  Thom-
as was born in Manhattan, and llived at times there and also lived 
for a period in the Bronx.  He had two sisters, Mary Galligan and 
Sr. Rose Marie Galligan, SC. 

Tom graduated from the College of the Holy Cross in 1944 
where he had been part of the US Naval Reserve.  He served in the 
Second World War as a Lieutenant in the Navy and was involved 
in the invasions of Okinawa and the Philippines where he com-
manded an amphibious craft that ferried soldiers ashore under fire 
and kamikaze attack.

Returning to the States he entered St. John’s University School 
of Law, then located on Joralemon Street in Brooklyn, and he 
received his degree in 1950. He practiced law in New York and 
eventually served as a law clerk for two Justices of the Supreme 
Court of New York. Tom was elected in 1959 as a Judge of the 
Municipal Court of New York City. In 1974, he was appointed to 
the New York City Criminal Court by Mayor Abraham D. Beame, 
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and in 1977 designated as an Acting Justice of the New York State 
Supreme Court for New York County where he served 17 years, 
retiring in 1994.

Judge Galligan was a past member of the Advisory Board 
of Marist College.  He was a member of the Board of Trustees 
of Daytop Village Rehabilitation Facility, and of the New York 
Foundling Hospital.  He also served as a member of the New York 
State Appellate Division Screening Panel for Capital Defenders 
Oversight Committee of the Indigent Defense Organization for 
the First Department, and for the Appellate Division’s Disci-
plinary Committee for attorney’s. He was very highly regarded 
by his colleagues on the bench and respected by the attorneys who 
appeared before him for his knowledge, decorum and sense of 
fairness.

He was a very loyal member of the Friendly Sons attending 
every Stated Meeting and Anniversary Dinner.  He was also a 
member of the American Irish Historical Society and at one point 
served as the financial secretary for the St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
Committee. He was a faithful and devoted member of his parish.

A Mass of Christian Burial was offered for him at St. Margaret 
of Cortona Church in Riverdale and burial was at Calvary Ceme-
tery in Queens.

The Society extends its deep sympathy to his remaining rela-
tives and many friends.

   Sean R. Driscoll
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee

JOHN E. KIELY
John Edward Kiely, a Life Member of the Society since 1966, 

died on August 25, 2105. He was 95 years of age. 
John was born on December 11, 1910 to Joseph and Elizabeth 

McByrne Kiely in Jersey City, NJ.  His father, Joseph, was born in 
Clonbanin, County Cork. 

Jack graduated from Fordham College at Rose Hill in 1940 and 
served as a naval officer in the North Atlantic in the Second World 
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War.  After the war, and on behalf of his mother, he managed a bar 
and grill, located on 42nd Street in Manhattan that had been estab-
lished by his father. When its building was razed in the mid 1950s, 
Jack began his career as a liquor salesman for Peerless Importers.  
He also worked, starting in this period, for the New York Times as 
a mailer, which he continued into the 1970s.

His first wife, Marion, predeceased Jack, in 1984. They had 
been married for 39 years and together had five children-Joseph, 
Brian, Maureen, Patricia and Eileen. In 1986, Jack married Cath-
erine Kelly, who along with her late husband, Nick, had been close 
friends with Marion and Jack. Kay and Nick’s children-Eileen, 
Kathy, Joann, Nick Paul, Patty and Maureen—became Jack’s 
stepchildren, and the family expanded from there with a total of 
36 grandchildren and great grandchildren at the time of his death. 
Jack’s life was entwined with both halves of his family and he 
enjoyed every minute of it. They made their home in Island Park, 
NY.

Jack was involved in many community and volunteer activ-
ities. He enjoyed golf. He also enjoyed singing and sang with 
the church choir and choral group. He had a tenor voice. He also 
volunteered at Mercy Hospital. A Mass of Christian Burial was 
offered at Sacred Heart Church in Island Park and burial was at 
Calvary Cemetery.

The Society extends its deep sympathy to his large and loving 
family.

   Brian Rathjen
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee

GERALD H. McGINLEY
Gerald Hayes McGinley, a Life Member of the Friendly Sons 

having joined in 1964, died on February 23, 2015.  He was 85 
years of age.

Gerry was born on October 14, 1929. He earned his Bachelor 
of Science in economics degree from the Wharton School of the 
University of Pennsylvania in 1952.  He joined his older broth-
er, Edward, at Penn and his younger brother, Richard, would join 
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them there. While at Penn he belonged to Phi Gamma Delta frater-
nity, and the Newman Club, and the Sphinx Senior Society.

Hailed by the legendary Penn football coach, George Munger, 
as  “the greatest linebacker in the country,” Gerry won the presti-
gious Class of 1915 Award for the ideal Penn athlete, and earned 
All-American honors in his senior season. He was drafted by the 
Philadelphia Eagles in 1952, but instead chose to serve his coun-
try as a tank commander and rose to the rank of First Lieutenant 
in the United States Army during the Korean War.

After finishing his tour in the Army he returned home and mar-
ried Patricia O’Neill in 1957, and she remained the love of his 
life for their 58 years of marriage. They made their home in Short 
Hills, NJ where they raised their five children and where they 
were members of St. Rose of Lima parish.

His investment career spanned 45 years. He began work at WR 
Grace & Co. as an Assistant to the President, and later worked at 
Crown Cork & Seal Co.  Gerry went on to dedicate 3 decades of 
service to Kidder Peabody & Co., and then would devote more 
years as a Senior Vice President at UBS, the Swiss financial ser-
vices company, until his retirement at age 80. They then made 
their home in Hobe Sound FL.

Gerry was active in many community and educational ac-
tivities and served as Treasurer for the Malta Human Services 
Foundation and served as a Trustee for both the New Community 
Foundation and Camp Tecumseh in Center Harbor, NH. He served 
on the Council for The Pennsylvania Society, and on the Millburn 
Board of Education, and as a Trustee of Avon Old Farms School.

The Society extends it s sympathy to his wife, Patricia, and 
to their children, Pam, John, Helen, Gerry and Mark, and to his 
grandchildren, and to his brothers, Edward and Rick.

   Joseph Cantwell
   Robert J. Reilly
   John C. Walton
    Committee
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JAMES F. MURPHY, III
James F. Murphy, a Life Member of the Society having joined 

in 1956, died on April 22, 2015. He was 85 years of age.
James was born in Brooklyn on August 10, 1929 and raised in 

Rockville Centre, NY. Jim graduated from the United States Mil-
itary Academy at West Point in 1955. 

After three years in the Army, he joined a business co-founded 
by his father, and had an over 50 year career in the dredging, ship 
repair, and real estate industries, serving as President and Chair-
man of the Board of several companies, including New York Ship-
yard Corp. in Red Hook, Brooklyn. 

On November 24, 1962, Jim married Helen Marie Fagan and 
together they raised their five children in Rockville Centre and 
then Garden City, LI. Jim was predeceased by his wife, and by his 
son, James F. Murphy IV on September 11, 2001, and is survived 
by his four daughters, Kathleen Murphy Alcock (Mark) of Garden 
City, Elizabeth Cooke (Dan) of Glen Head, NY, Helen M. Swee-
ney of Sea Cliff, NY, and Kristin Hubschman (Jon) of Rockville 
Centre, NY, his daughter in law, Jeanine Kelly Murphy, and nine 
grandchildren. 

A man of deep integrity, understated wit, and a deep sense of 
family and tradition, a Mass of Christian Burial was held at St. 
Joseph's RC Church, Garden City, followed by interment at Holy 
Rood Cemetery in Westbury.

The Society extends its deepest sympathy to the Murphy fam-
ily.

   John D. Feerick
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee
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Charter
AN ACT to incorporate the Society of the Friendly Sons of 

Saint Patrick, in the City of New-York. Passed February 13, 1827.
WHEREAS, the members of a society instituted for the relief 

of indigent natives of Ireland, and their descendants, have peti-
tioned the legislature for an act of incorporation, the better to en-
able them to obtain the objects of their association; Therefore

1. Be it enacted by the People of the State of New- York, rep-
resented in Senate and Assembly, That John Chambers, James 
McBride, James Magee, Alexander Charters, John Montgomery, 
John Cauldwell and Daniel McCormick, and such other persons as 
now are or hereafter shall become members of the society of the 
friendly sons of Saint Patrick, in the city of New-York, are hereby 
constituted and declared a body politic and corporate, in fact and 
in name, by the name of “The Society of the Friendly Sons of 
Saint Patrick in the City of New-York,” and by that name they and 
their successors, during the existence of the said corporation, shall 
and may have perpetual succession; and shall in law be capable of 
suing and being sued, pleading and being impleaded, answering 
and being answered unto, defending and being defended, in all 
courts and places whatsoever; and that they and their successors 
may have and use a common seal, and may change and alter the 
same from time to time at their pleasure; and also that by their 
corporate name, and in their corporate capacity, they and their suc-
cessors may purchase, take, hold, use and enjoy, sell, lease and 
convey any estate, real or personal, for the use and benefit of said 
corporation.

2. And be it further enacted, That the said corporation shall 
have power to make such constitution, by-laws and regulations, 
as they shall judge proper, for the appointment of officers, for the 
admission of new members, for the government of the officers 
and members thereof, for collecting annual contributions from 
the members towards the funds thereof, for regulating the times 
and places of meeting of the said society, for suspending or ex-
pelling such members as shall neglect or refuse to comply with 
the by-laws or regulations, and for the managing and directing the 
property, affairs and concerns of said society: Provided, That such 
constitution, by-laws and regulations be not inconsistent with the 
Laws or constitution of this state, or of the United States: Provided 
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further, That the said corporation shall not engage in any banking 
business, nor dispose of any of its funds except for its corporate 
purposes, namely the relief of such members of the said Society, 
natives of Ireland, and descendants of natives of Ireland or of a 
member of said Society, as may become indigent and poor, or the 
making of grants to such charitable, educational or religious orga-
nizations as are exempt from taxation under the internal revenue 
laws of the United States to assist them in relief of the indigent 
and poor.

3. And be it further enacted, That the present officers of said 
society shall hold their respective offices until others shall be cho-
sen in their places.

4. And be it further enacted, That this Act be, and hereby is 
declared to be, a public act, and that the same shall be construed 
in all courts and places, benignly and favourably for every bene-
ficial purpose therein intended, and that no misnomer of the said 
corporation in any deed, gift, grant, device or other instrument of 
contract or conveyance shall vitiate or defeat the same: Provided, 
The corporation shall be sufficiently described to ascertain the in-
tention of the parties.

5. And be it further enacted, That the legislature may at any 
time hereafter amend, alter, modify or repeal this act.

(Laws of New York 1827, chapter 42, as amended by Certifi-
cate of Amendment filed by the Department of State, State of New 
York, on December 29, 1975.)

BY - LAWS
(As amended to December 09, 2010)

ARTICLE I
NAME AND SEAL OF THE SOCIETY

SEC.1. The name of the Society is “THE SOCIETY OF THE 
FRIENDLY SONS OF SAINT PATRICK IN THE CITY OF NEW 
YORK.”

SEC.2. The seal of this Society shall be an Irish Harp, with the 
motto: “Erin Go Bragh.”
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 ARTICLE II
MEMBERSHIP

SEC.1. There shall be five classes of membership: (1) Active, 
(2) Life, (3) Veteran, (4) Honorary, and (5) Armed Services.  The 
number of active members shall be limited to one thousand (ex-
clusive of the members referred to in Section 8 of this Article II) 
and the number of life members to four hundred.

SEC.2. Gentlemen of the age of twenty-one years and over, 
citizens or legal residents of the United States of America, being 
natives or descendants of natives of Ireland, and of good moral 
character, shall be eligible for admission to active or life mem-
bership.

SEC.3. All members, except those in the classes of Honorary 
and Armed Services, shall be entitled to vote and hold office.

ACTIVE MEMBERS

SEC.4. The initiation fee and the annual dues shall be at 
amounts established by the Officers from time to time.  The an-
nual dues shall be payable on Saint Patrick’s Day in each year for 
the year then ensuing.  The Officers may elect from time to time 
in their discretion to waive the initiation fee or permit installment 
payments. 

SEC.5. An application for active membership shall be in writ-
ing, on the form prescribed setting forth the name, age and busi-
ness, profession or occupation of the applicant, the facts show-
ing him to be a native or a descendant of a native of Ireland, his 
places of residence and of business, profession or occupation and 
such other facts as the Committee on Admissions shall prescribe 
as indicative of his eligibility for membership shall be signed by 
the applicant.  Such application shall bear the signatures of two 
members, one as proposer and the other as seconder, and shall 
be filed with the Secretary who shall refer it to the Committee on 
Admissions.  The Secretary shall send to the membership, with 
the notice of the next stated meeting, a list of all applications since 
the notice of the last stated meeting.  Unless the Board of Officers 
determines otherwise, one-half of the initiation fee shall be paid 
when the application is filed with the Secretary.  If a person is not 
elected to membership, this portion of the initiation fee shall be 
refunded.
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SEC. 6. The Committee on Admissions shall consider each 
application and may require from the applicant such additional 
written or oral statements as the Committee deems desirable.  The 
Committee, in its sole judgment, shall have the right to accept or 
decline any applicant.

The Committee, in recommending applicants for election, may 
give preference to sons and grandsons of those who are or were 
active or life members.

If the Committee acts favorably upon an application, it shall so 
report to the Society at a stated meeting at which there shall be a 
vacancy to be filled in the roster of active members and the Soci-
ety shall proceed to vote on the election of such applicant.

SEC. 7. Each new active member shall qualify by paying the 
remainder of the then current initiation fee and dues at the then 
prescribed amount promptly upon notification of his election.  
Failure to so qualify shall invalidate his election.  If such new 
member be elected at the January stated meeting, such dues shall 
be in payment of the dues for the year commencing the following 
Saint Patrick’s Day.

SEC.8. Active members serving in the Armed Services of the 
United States of America shall, during the time of war or armed 
combat or until their discharge during the time of war or armed 
combat from such service, be exempt from the payment of annual 
dues until Saint Patrick’s Day following the termination of such 
war or discharge; but the suspension of dues may be further ex-
tended by vote of the Officers.

These members shall not be included, either before or after the 
termination of the war or their discharge, in the limit for active 
members described in Section 1 of this Article II.  Loss of mem-
bership in the ranks of these members shall not be treated as va-
cancies to be filled.

SEC.9. An active member who shall be in arrears for dues for a 
period greater than one year or a member who shall be indebted to 
the Society for a sum exceeding the amount of dues for one year, 
unless the Committee on Admissions determines otherwise, shall 
forfeit his membership and his name shall be removed from the 
roster of the Society.  A member whose name has been so removed 
may be required to pay all dues and other indebtedness incurred to 
the date of such removal.
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LIFE MEMBERS

SEC. 10. Only an Active Member who has attained the age of 
fifty-five and paid annual dues for at least twenty years may be 
considered for Life Membership. An application for Life Mem-
bership shall be signed by the applicant.  If the Committee on 
Admissions acts favorably on an application for admission to Life 
Membership it shall so report to the Society at a stated meeting 
at which there shall be a vacancy, to be filled in the roster of life 
members and the Society may elect such applicant to Life Mem-
bership, conditioned upon the payment on a one-time basis of four 
hundred dollars which shall be in lieu of the payment thereafter of 
any annual dues.  There shall be no refund of any annual dues paid 
prior to the date of such election.

VETERAN MEMBERS

SEC. 11. An active member who has attained the age of sev-
enty years, and has paid dues for twenty-five years may, upon his 
application, be transferred, with the approval of the Committee on 
Admissions, to the veteran class, with all the rights and privileges 
of an active member and shall thereafter be exempt from the fur-
ther payment of dues.

HONORARY MEMBERS

SEC. 12. Honorary membership may hereafter be conferred by 
the Society if the following requirements and conditions be ful-
filled:

(a) The person proposed shall be of Irish birth or descended in 
a direct line from an Irish ancestor.

(b) The person proposed shall have rendered some conspicu-
ous service to the United States of America, to the City of 
New York, to Ireland or to the Irish people, or shall have 
achieved distinction by laudable effort that reflects credit 
and honor upon the Irish.

(c) The proposal shall be in writing, signed by at least three 
members, and set forth the qualifications of the person pro-
posed.  It shall be filed with the Secretary who shall refer it 
to the Committee on Admissions.

(d) The Committee on Admissions shall inquire into the merits 
of the proposal and if the Committee acts favorably upon 
the proposal, it shall so report in writing to the Society at 
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the next stated meeting.  Notice of the proposal and of the 
Committee’s report shall be mailed to the members prior 
to the meeting at which the Committee presents its report.  
Upon the vote of three fourths of the members present and 
entitled to vote at a stated meeting, the gentleman proposed 
shall be enrolled as an honorary member and shall be ex-
empt from initiation fee and annual dues.  He shall not be 
entitled to vote or hold office.

ARMED SERVICES MEMBERS

SEC.13. Armed Services memberships shall include the pres-
ent members in that class and persons who are or have been in 
the Armed Services of the United States of America who may be 
elected as such members as hereinafter provided.

SEC.14. A person may be proposed for Armed Services mem-
bership if he fulfills the requirements set forth in Section 2 of this 
Article II and has rendered some conspicuous or outstanding ser-
vice in the Armed Services of the United States of America.  The 
proposal shall be in the same form and subject to the same action 
as set forth in Section 12 (c) and (d) of this Article II for the elec-
tion of honorary members.  An Armed Services member shall be 
exempt from the initiation fee and annual dues.  He shall not be 
entitled to vote or hold office.

ARTICLE III
OFFICERS AND THEIR ELECTION

SEC.1. The officers of the Society shall be: President, First 
Vice-President, Second Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, Al-
moner and Historian (who shall collectively constitute the Board 
of Officers).  Any two or more offices may be held by the same 
person except the offices of President and Secretary.

SEC.2. The officers shall be elected annually at the stated meet-
ing in November from the members entitled to vote.

SEC.3. The Society, at the stated meeting in May in each year, 
shall elect a Nominating Committee of not less than seven nor 
more than ten members as proposed by the President.  It is desir-
able that the Committee include the immediate Past President as 
Chair and two other recent Past Presidents among the member-
ship.
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This Committee shall nominate:
(a) members for the offices to be voted for at the stated meet-

ing in November, and 
(b) in the event of the death, resignation or removal of an of-

ficer, other than the President or First Vice-President, a 
member for the vacant office to be voted for at a meeting 
of the Society to serve for the unexpired term.

The Nominating Committee, not less than twenty nor more 
than forty days prior to the stated meeting in November or the 
meeting at which a vacancy is to be filled, shall mail to each mem-
ber the names of the candidates to be voted for at the meeting.

SEC.4. Nominations of candidates, other than nominated by 
the Nominating Committee, shall be signed by not less than thirty 
members in good standing and delivered to the Secretary in time 
for him to mail to each member the names of such candidates not 
less than five nor more than ten days before the stated meeting 
in November or before the meeting at which the vacancy is to be 
filled. For purposes of these Bylaws, sending a document by mail 
shall include posting on the Society’s web site or any other form 
of electronic delivery/access.

SEC.5. Election of officers shall be by ballot or viva voce at the 
meeting at which the election is held.  No nominee may be voted 
for at any such meeting unless proposed as provided in Sections 3 
and 4 of this Article III.

SEC.6. In the event of the death, resignation or removal of any 
officer, other than the President and First Vice-President, the Pres-
ident may, pending the election to fill the vacancy thus caused, 
designate a member to perform the duties of the vacant office.

SEC.7. In the event of the temporary absence of an officer, oth-
er that the President and First Vice-President, the President may 
designate a member to perform the duties of such officer tempo-
rarily.

SEC.8. Election of officers and of the Nominating Committee 
shall be by the vote of a majority of the members present and enti-
tled to vote at the meeting at which the election is held.
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ARTICLE IV
DUTIES OF OFFICERS

President
SEC. 1. The President shall preside at all meetings and func-

tions of the Society.  He shall be the chief executive officer of the 
Society, and he shall perform all the duties commonly incident 
to his office and such other duties as the Board of Officers shall 
assign to him or as are specifically devolved upon him by these 
Bylaws.

Vice-Presidents
SEC. 2. In the event of the death, resignation or removal of 

the President, the First Vice-President shall succeed to that office 
and the Second Vice-President shall succeed to the office of First 
Vice-President.

The duties of the President shall, in his temporary absence, de-
volve on the First Vice-President and, in the event of his inability 
to act, on the Second Vice-President.

Treasurer
SEC. 3. The Treasurer shall keep the moneys and securities 

of the Society, withdraw such securities from their place or plac-
es of deposit and purchase and sell securities, all as provided in 
Sections 3 and 4 of Article VII.  He shall pay all duly incurred 
obligations of the Society as provided in these Bylaws and make 
payments of moneys appropriated and of grants directed by the 
Committee on Charity.

All payments on account of initiation and/or membership fees 
and dues shall be made payable to the Society.

The Treasurer shall keep, at the offices of the Society, suitable 
books of account and record therein all receipts and disburse-
ments.  Such recording of receipts and disbursements shall be seg-
regated, as they may be applicable to the Capital Fund or General 
Fund referred to in Sections 1 and 2 of Article VII. The Treasurer 
shall render at each stated meeting a report of the finances of the 
Society, setting forth all receipts and disbursements applicable to 
the Capital and General Funds since the preceding stated meeting 
and the credit balance of each fund as it then appears.  The report 
rendered at the November stated meeting shall be the Annual Re-
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port of the Board of Officers and shall present such other informa-
tion as is required by law or regulation to be shown in the annual 
report of a board of directors of a not-for-profit corporation.  After 
the accounts of the Treasurer have been audited by the Committee 
on Accounts, as provided in Section 8 of Article VI, at the end of 
the fiscal year, the Treasurer shall prepare and have printed and 
distributed to the members or to have available to members on the 
web site of The Society of the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick in 
the City of New York an annual financial report in advance of the 
stated meeting in November.

The Board of Officers may direct the Treasurer to set aside 
each year from the income of the Society, such amount as the 
Board determines to be applied to the expenses in connection with 
the operation of the Society, including the preparation, printing, 
distribution and/or publication of a history or a part thereof.

The above provisions do not apply to the moneys dispensed by 
the Almoner or his report.

The Treasurer may be required to indemnify the Society by a 
surety bond in such amount as shall be stipulated by the Board of 
Officers from time to time, the cost of which shall be borne by the 
Society.

Secretary
SEC. 4. The Secretary shall have the custody of all member-

ship and statistical records and journals of the Society and the 
corporate seal, attend and act as Secretary at all meetings of the 
Society, the Board of Officers, the Committee on Admissions and 
the Committee on Charity, assure that minutes are properly taken, 
and keep a record of the proceedings of such meetings.

The Secretary shall at all times maintain a list of the member-
ship.  If any moneys of the Society are received by him, he shall 
transmit the same promptly to the Treasurer.

The Secretary shall promptly forward to each new member no-
tice of his election and to all members who are in good standing 
annual membership cards.  He shall cause to be prepared and de-
livered to each member a badge of the Society upon payment of 
the requisite fee therefor.

The Secretary shall receive and answer all written communi-
cations and mail to the members notices of stated or special meet-
ings and other notices required by these Bylaws.
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The Secretary shall act as Secretary to the Board of Stewards, 
issue all tickets for the anniversary dinner (checks for which shall 
be made to the order of the Society), guest tickets for the stated 
meetings and other functions of the Society.  He shall, at the con-
clusion of the anniversary dinner or other functions of the Society, 
submit to the Board of Officers a complete account of all moneys 
received by him and transmitted to the Treasurer.

The Secretary may be required to indemnify the Society by a 
surety bond in such amount as shall be stipulated by the Board of 
Officers from time to time, the cost of which shall be borne by the 
Society.

Almoner
SEC. 5. The Almoner shall, with the written authorization of the 

President, the First Vice-President, or the Second Vice-President, 
dispense in accordance with applicable law the moneys appropri-
ated by the Society to his use for the relief of indigent persons. 
He shall report to the Society at each stated meeting the amounts 
received and disbursed by him since the last stated meeting.

Historian
SEC. 6. The Historian shall assemble records, data or docu-

ments and endeavor to ascertain facts relating in any way to the 
activities or accomplishments of the Society or its members in 
order that a history of the Society may be prepared and a record 
of the activities or accomplishments of the Society or its mem-
bers may be preserved.  The Historian shall have charge of the 
preparation of such history.  Upon the completion of a history, or a 
part thereof, he shall submit it to the Board of Officers for review.  
After the approval of a history, or a part thereof, by the Board of 
Officers, that Board, when authorized by the Society, shall have 
the same published in a form determined by the Officers which 
may include (but shall not be limited to) electronic formats.

The Historian shall have charge of, and cause to be prepared, a 
“year book” which may cover more than one year’s activities, and 
which shall be distributed to the members at such time, and in a 
form determined by the Officers.
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ARTICLE V
BOARD OF OFFICERS

SEC. 1. The Board of Officers shall consist of the President, 
the First and Second Vice-Presidents, the Treasurer, the Secretary, 
the Almoner, and the Historian.  The President shall be Chairman 
of this Board.

SEC.2. Except as provided in these Bylaws, the Board of Of-
ficers shall manage and control the property, affairs and concerns 
of the Society and may incur any necessary or proper expenses in 
connection therewith.  The Board may from time to time authorize 
the employment of assistants to the Secretary and the Treasurer, 
whose compensation shall be fair and reasonable and shall be paid, 
as determined by the President, from the funds of the Society.

The Board shall approve the payment of all obligations of the 
Society, except as provided in these Bylaws.

SEC.3. The bonds of indemnity required of the Treasurer and 
Secretary shall be executed by a surety company or companies.  
Such bonds and any insurance policies issued to or held by the 
Society shall be approved by the Board of Officers and delivered 
to and kept in the possession of the President.  The premiums for 
such bonds and insurance policies shall be borne by the Society.

SEC.4. The past Presidents of the Society shall be entitled to 
attend the meetings of the Board of Officers in an advisory capac-
ity but shall have no vote.

SEC.5. Notice of meetings of the Board of Officers, stating the 
time, place and objects thereof, shall be given by the President or 
the Secretary by sending the same by first class mail to each mem-
ber thereof at his residence or business address, or by delivering 
the same to him personally or by electronic mail to the address 
provided to the Society by such member, not less than two nor 
more than fifteen days before the meeting, but such notice may be 
waived in writing by any member thereof either before or after the 
meeting.  Any Board member, or any Committee member, may 
participate in a meeting of such Board or Committee by means 
of a conference telephone or similar communications equipment 
which allows all persons participating in the meeting to hear each 
other at the same time.  Participation by such means shall consti-
tute presence in person at a meeting.  Electronic mail is not per-
mitted to participate or vote at Board or Committee meetings, but 
unanimous consents may be obtained by use of electronic mail.  
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SEC.6. A majority of the entire Board of Officers shall consti-
tute a quorum for the transaction of business or of any specified 
item of business.  The vote of a majority of the members of the 
Board present at the time of the vote, if a quorum is present at such 
time, shall be the act of the Board.

SEC.7. Any action required or permitted to be taken by the 
Board of Officers may be taken without a meeting if all members 
of the Board consent in writing to the adoption of a resolution 
authorizing the action.  The resolution and the written consents 
thereto by the members of the Board shall be filed with the min-
utes of the proceedings of the Board.

ARTICLE VI
BOARD OF STEWARDS AND COMMITTEES

SEC. 1. There shall be constituted in the manner hereinafter 
provided, a Board of Stewards and the following standing Com-
mittees that shall advise and assist the Board of Officers in the 
management of the affairs of the Society: Committee on Admis-
sions, Committee on Charity, Committee on Accounts and Com-
mittee on Finance.

Board of Stewards
SEC. 2. The Board of Stewards shall consist of not less than 

seven nor more than ten members to be appointed by the Presi-
dent, one of whom he shall designated as Chairman.  The officers 
shall be members of the Board of Stewards, although they shall 
not be included in the membership limits.

SEC.3. The Society shall, unless the Board of Stewards deter-
mines otherwise, hold an anniversary meeting, and dine together 
on Saint Patrick’s Day, except when Saint Patrick’s Day falls on 
Saturday or Sunday or any other day which the Stewards deter-
mine presents a impediment, in which event the festivities may be 
observed on such other day in March as shall be specified by the 
Board of Stewards.

The Board of Stewards shall fix the price of tickets, arrange the 
toasts and select guests of the Society for the anniversary dinner, 
and otherwise supervise the conduct of the dinner.

SEC.4. The Board of Stewards shall arrange for and supervise 
all other social functions or gatherings of the Society.
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SEC.5. The Board of Stewards shall regulate the admittance of 
guests to the meetings of the Society and maintain proper decorum 
and order.

Committee on Admissions
SEC. 6. The Committee on Admissions shall consist of not 

less than nine nor more than twelve members to be appointed by 
the President, one of whom he shall designate as Chairman.  The 
President and Secretary shall be ex-officio members of this Com-
mittee.

The Committee shall have the powers and perform the duties 
devolved upon it under and set forth in these Bylaws.

Committee on Charity
SEC. 7. The Committee on Charity shall consist of not less 

than seven nor more than ten members to be appointed by the 
President, one of whom he shall designate as Chairman.  The Of-
ficers shall also be members of this Committee.

The Society may, at a stated meeting, appropriate moneys from 
the funds of the Society to be disbursed for charitable purposes.  
The moneys so appropriated shall be allocated to such institutions 
or organizations as this Committee may determine and shall be 
disbursed by the Treasurer. The Treasurer shall report to the Soci-
ety at a stated meeting the amounts disbursed to each institution or 
organization, or announce in a mailing to members that this data 
may be viewed at the Society’s website or may be requested from 
the Society’s offices.

Committee on Accounts
SEC. 8. The Committee on Accounts shall consist of not less 

than seven nor more than ten members to be appointed by the 
President, one of whom he shall designate as Chairman.

This Committee shall audit the accounts of the Treasurer and 
Secretary and it may examine the proceedings of the Board of 
Officers, Board of Stewards and the Committees with respect to fi-
nances.  In connection with such audit, the Committee may retain 
an independent certified public accountant who shall receive rea-
sonable and customary compensation as approved by such Com-
mittee and shall be paid by the Society.  The accountant may not 
be a member of the Committee.
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The reports of the Committee shall be submitted to the Board 
of Officers.

Committee on Finance
SEC. 9. The Committee on Finance shall consist of not less 

than three nor more than five members, other than officers to be 
appointed by the President, one of whom he shall designate as 
Chairman.  The Committee shall be responsible for oversight of 
the investment of the Society’s funds in accordance with an In-
vestment Policy adopted by the Board of Officers.  With the ap-
proval of the President of the Society, the Committee may engage 
investment advisory or investment management services, and the 
costs thereof may be paid from funds held in such investment ac-
counts.

The Committee shall keep informed as to the securities held 
in the Capital Fund.  The Committee shall, not less than annu-
ally, issue its report to the Board of Officers on the status and 
performance of the Capital Fund. The Committee shall oversee 
competent professional managers engaged by the Board of Of-
ficers, including the review and approval of short and long term 
investment strategy and asset allocation, and the establishment of 
performance standards for the investment managers, all consistent 
with the Investment Policy adopted by the Board of Officers and 
with applicable Federal and New York State Statutes and Regula-
tions.

ARTICLE VII
FUNDS OF THE SOCIETY

SEC. 1. The funds of the Society shall be kept in accounts des-
ignated as the (a) Capital Fund (previously known as the Perma-
nent Fund), (b) General Fund (previously known as the Income 
Fund), and (c) such other temporary specific purpose Funds as 
may be approved by the Officers.  The Capital Fund shall consist 
of the securities and moneys now in the Permanent Fund and the 
moneys referred to in Section 2 of this Article VII, to become a 
part of the Capital Fund.  The General Fund shall consist of all 
moneys received by or for the Society not required to be placed in 
the Capital Fund.

SEC.2. The amounts received for Life Membership of the So-
ciety shall be contributed to the Capital Fund.  The Board of Of-
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ficers may utilize the Capital Fund for specific capital needs of 
the Society, or under exigent circumstances as determined by the 
Board of Officers in its sole discretion. The Board of Officers may 
determine that all or any part of the surplus income of the Society 
should be deposited in the Capital Fund.  The income of the Soci-
ety shall consist of initiation fees, dues, and the interest accruing 
from the investment of its Capital Fund.  

SEC.3. Cash and securities in the Capital Fund shall be placed 
in a custodian or similar account in such bank, trust company or 
other similar entity preferably in the City of New York as the Board 
of Officers shall designate; they shall not be withdrawn from such 
bank, trust company, or other entity, except upon the written ap-
proval of two of the officers of the Society.  The Board of Officers 
may also, in its discretion, hire a professional investment manager 
who may be given discretion to purchase or sell securities pursu-
ant to an investment policy adopted by the Board of Officers.  The 
professional investment manager shall be compensated, and such 
compensation shall be charged to the Capital Fund.

SEC.4. The moneys in the General Fund or other temporary 
specific purpose Funds, as provided in Section 1 of this Article 
VII, shall be deposited in such federally insured bank or trust com-
pany as the Board of Officers shall designate. 

SEC.5. No indebtedness or obligation shall be incurred for the 
account of the Society other than under the authority of specific 
appropriation made by the Society or as approved by the Board of 
Officers or as provided in these Bylaws.

SEC.6. The fiscal year of the Society shall be from Saint Pat-
rick’s Day in one year to the day before Saint Patrick’s Day next 
ensuing.

ARTICLE VIII
STATED MEETINGS OF THE SOCIETY

SEC. 1. The Society shall hold three stated meetings in each 
year, viz: on the first or second Monday following the second day 
of January; on the first Monday of May and on the second or third 
Monday of November, the last mentioned of which shall be con-
sidered the annual meeting of members. The President may alter 
a meeting date, consistent with the notices provisions in Sec 2 
below, when unusual circumstances or conditions make the sched-
uled date inadvisable or inconvenient for the membership.
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SEC.2. Each stated meeting of the Society shall be held at such 
hour and place as the Board of Officers shall designate by written 
notice given by first class mail or electronically to each member 
entitled to vote thereat not less than ten nor more than thirty days 
before the meeting. 

SEC.3. One hundred fifty members or thirty percent (30%) of 
the total number of members in good standing (whichever is less) 
shall be necessary to constitute a quorum at any stated meeting of 
the Society, except as provided in these Bylaws.

SEC. 4. At each stated meeting the order of business shall be 
as follows:

1—Roll call
2—Reading minutes of the last meeting
3—Reports of officers and committees
4—Election of officers (November Meeting)
5—Unfinished business
6—New business

ARTICLE IX
SPECIAL MEETINGS OF THE SOCIETY

SEC. 1. The President shall call special meetings of the Society 
when, in his judgment, it is necessary and appropriate.  It shall be 
the duty of the President to call special meetings at the written re-
quests of 2/3rds of the Board of Officers, or upon a request signed 
by fifty members of the Society or thirty percent (30%) of the total 
number of members in good standing (whichever is less).  Re-
quests for special meetings shall be in writing, fully setting forth 
the purpose thereof.  Written notice of each special meeting shall 
be given to each member entitled to vote thereat by first call mail 
or electronically and published on the web site given not less than 
ten nor more than fifty days before the date of the meeting and 
shall state the purpose or purposes for which the meeting is called. 

SEC.2. At special meetings one hundred fifty members or thir-
ty percent (30%) of the total number of members in good standing 
(whichever is less) shall be necessary to constitute a quorum

SEC.3. Special meetings shall be confined to the transaction of 
such business as is indicated in the notice of the meeting.  No other 
business may be lawfully conducted.
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ARTICLE X
AMENDMENTS TO BY LAWS

SEC.1. Suspension, repeal or amendment of any of the Bylaws 
of this Society shall be considered only when the proposal for 
such suspension, repeal or amendment shall have been submitted 
in writing at a previous stated meeting and a copy of such propos-
al shall have been incorporated in the notice of such meeting at 
which action upon the proposal is to be taken, provided that such 
notice must be a written or electronic notice sent at least 20 days 
in advance of the stated meeting with a blacklined version marked 
to show proposed changes to the Bylaws.

SEC.2. At any meeting where consideration is given to the 
adoption of any proposal for the suspension, repeal or amendment 
of any provision of these Bylaws, a resolution or motion for the 
adoption of any such proposal shall require a vote of the majority 
of the members present and entitled to vote.

ARTICLE XI
INDEMNIFICATION AND INSURANCE

SEC.1. Authorized Indemnification.  Unless clearly prohibited 
by law or Section 2 of this Article XI, the Society shall indemni-
fy any person (“Indemnified Person”) made, or threatened to be 
made, a party in any action or proceeding, whether civil, criminal, 
administrative, investigative or otherwise, including any action by 
or in the right of the Society, by reason of the fact that he or she 
(or his or her testator or intestate), whether before or after adop-
tion of this Section, is or was a director or officer of the Society.  
The indemnification shall be against all judgments, fines, penal-
ties, amounts paid in settlement (provided the Society shall have 
consented to such settlement) and reasonable expenses, including 
attorneys’ fees and costs of investigation, incurred by an Indemni-
fied Person with respect to any such threatened or actual action or 
proceeding, and any appeal thereof.

SEC.2. Prohibited Indemnification. The Society shall not 
indemnify any person if a judgment or other final adjudication 
adverse to the Indemnified Person establishes, or the Board of 
Officers in good faith determines, that such person’s acts were 
committed in bad faith or were the result of active and deliberate 
dishonesty and were material to the cause of action so adjudicated 
or that he or she personally gained in fact a financial profit or other 
advantage to which he or she was not legally entitled.
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SEC.3. Advancement of Expenses. The Society shall, on re-
quest of any Indemnified Person who is entitled to be indemni-
fied by the Society, pay or promptly reimburse the Indemnified 
Person’s reasonably incurred expenses in connection with an ac-
tion or proceeding prior to its final disposition.  However, no such 
advancement of expenses shall be made unless the Indemnified 
Person makes a binding, written commitment to repay the Society, 
with interest, for any amount advanced for which it is ultimately 
determined that he or she is not entitled to be indemnified under 
the law or Section 2 of this Article XI.  An Indemnified Person 
shall cooperate in good faith with any request by the Society that 
common legal counsel be used by the parities to such action or 
proceeding that are similarly situated unless it would be inappro-
priate to do so because of actual or potential conflicts of interest 
between the parties.

SEC.4. Indemnification of Others.  Unless prohibited by law 
or Section 2 of this Article XI, the Board of Officers may approve 
indemnification as set forth in Section 1 of this Article XI or ad-
vancement of expenses as set forth in Section 3 of this Article 
XI, to a person (or the testator or intestate of a person) who is or 
was employed by the Society or who is or was a volunteer for the 
Society, and who is made, or threatened to be made, a party in any 
action or proceeding, by reason of the fact of such employment 
or volunteer activity, including actions undertaken in connection 
with service at the request of the Society in any capacity for any 
other corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust, employee ben-
efit plan or other enterprise.

SEC.5. Insurance. The Society may purchase insurance if au-
thorized and approved by the Board of Officers.  To the extent 
permitted by law, such insurance may insure the Society for any 
obligation it incurs as a result of this Article XI or operation of 
law and it may insure directly the directors, officers, employees 
or volunteers of the Society for liabilities against which they are 
not entitled to indemnification under this Article XI as well as for 
liabilities against which they are not entitled to be indemnified by 
the Society.

SEC.6. Nonexclusive Rights.  The provisions of this Article XI 
shall not limit or exclude any other rights to which any person 
may be entitled under law or contract.  The Board of Officers is 
authorized to enter into agreements on behalf of the Society with 
any director, officer, employee or volunteer, providing them rights 
to indemnification or advancement of expenses in connection with 
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potential indemnification in addition to the provisions in this Ar-
ticle XI, subject in all cases to the limitations of Section 2 of this 
Article XI.

ARTICLE XII
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

SEC.1. Definition of Conflicts of Interest.  A conflict of interest 
will be deemed to exist whenever an individual is in the position 
to approve or influence the Society’s policies or actions which in-
volve or could ultimately harm or benefit financially: (a) the in-
dividual; (b) any member of his/her immediate family (spouse, 
parents, children, brothers or sisters, and spouses of these indi-
viduals); or (c) any organization in which he, she or an immediate 
family member is a director, trustee, officer, member, partner or 
more than 10% shareholder.  Service on the board of another not-
for-profit corporation shall not constitute a conflict of interest.

SEC.2. Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest.  An officer or com-
mittee member shall disclose a conflict of interest: (a) prior to 
voting on or otherwise discharging his/her duties with respect to 
any matter involving a conflict which comes before the Board or 
any committee thereof; (b) prior to entering into any contract or 
transaction involving a conflict; (c) as soon as possible after the 
director or officer learns of a conflict; and/or (d) on the annual 
conflict of interest disclosure form.  The Secretary of the Society 
shall distribute annually, 30 days prior to the Annual Meeting of 
Directors, to all Directors, Officers, committee members, and key 
employees a form soliciting the disclosure of all conflicts of inter-
est arising during the prior calendar year to date, including specific 
information concerning the terms of any contract or transaction 
with the Society and whether the process for approval set forth in 
Section 3 of this Article XII was satisfied.

SEC.3. Approval of Transactions Involving Potential Conflicts 
of Interest.  A Director or Officer who has or learns about an ac-
tual or potential conflict of interest should disclose promptly to 
the Secretary of the Society the material facts surrounding such 
actual or potential conflict of interest, including specific informa-
tion concerning the terms of any contract or transaction with the 
Society.  All efforts should be made to disclose any such contract 
or transaction and have it approved by the Board before the ar-
rangement is entered into.  Following receipt of information con-
cerning a contract or transaction involving a potential conflict of 
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interest, the Board shall consider the material facts concerning the 
proposed contract or transaction including the process by which 
the decision was made to recommend entering into the arrange-
ment on the terms proposed.  The Board shall approve only those 
contracts or transactions in which (a) the terms are fair and reason-
able to the Society and (b) the arrangements are consistent with 
the best interests of the Society.  Fairness includes, but is not lim-
ited to, the concepts that the Society should pay no more than fair 
market value for any goods or services which the Society receives 
and that the Society should receive fair market value consideration 
for any goods or services that it furnishes to others.  The Board 
shall set forth the basis for its decision with respect to approval 
of contracts or transactions involving conflicts of interest in the 
minutes of the meeting at which the decision is made, including 
the basis for determining that the consideration to be paid is fair 
to the Society.

SEC.4. Validity of Actions. No contract or other transaction be-
tween the Society and one or more of its directors or officers, or 
between the Society and any other corporation, firm, association 
or other entity in which one or more of its directors or officers are 
directors or officers, or have a substantial financial interest, shall 
be either void or voidable for this reason alone or by reason alone 
that such director or directors or officer or officers are present at 
the meeting of the Board of Officers, or of a committee thereof, 
which authorizes such contract or transaction, or that his/her or 
their votes are counted for such purpose, if the material facts as 
to such director’s (or directors’) or officer’s (or officers’) inter-
est(s) in such contract or transaction were disclosed to the Board 
and the contract or transaction was thereafter approved by a vote 
sufficient for such purpose, counting the vote(s) of such interested 
director(s) or officer(s).  Common or interested officers shall be 
counted in determining the presence of a quorum at a meeting of 
the Board of Officers or committee which authorizes such contract 
or transaction.   

SEC.5. Employee Conflicts of Interest.  An employee of the 
Society with a potential conflict of interest in a particular matter 
shall promptly and fully disclose the potential conflict to his/her 
supervisor.  The employee shall thereafter refrain from participat-
ing in deliberations and discussions, as well as any decision, re-
lating to the matter and follow the direction of the supervisor as to 
how decisions of the Society which are the subject of the conflict 
will be determined.  The President shall be responsible for deter-
mining the proper way for the Society to handle decisions of the 
Society which involve unresolved employee conflicts of interest.  
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In making such determinations, the President may consult with 
legal counsel.  The President shall report to the Board at least an-
nually concerning employee conflicts of interest which have been 
disclosed and contracts and transactions involving employee con-
flicts which the President has approved.

ARTICLE XIII
MISCELLANEOUS

SEC.1. A member may resign from the Society by tendering 
his resignation in writing.  Such resignation, however, shall be 
accepted only upon the payment in full of his indebtedness to the 
Society.

SEC.2. Any member who commits or performs any act preju-
dicial to the best interest and reputation of the Society may, after 
a full and fair hearing before the Board of Officers, and on the 
recommendation of two-thirds of the members of such Board, be 
expelled by the Society.

SEC.3. At a stated or special meeting of the Society, the elec-
tion of the Nominating Committee or of any officer or the adop-
tion of a resolution or carrying of a motion shall require a majority 
of the members present and entitled to vote except as provided in 
these Bylaws.

SEC.4.The adoption of a resolution or carrying of a motion at a 
meeting of any Board or Committee except the Board of Officers 
shall require a majority vote of all the members of the respective 
Board or Committee.

SEC.5. Every member entitled to vote at a meeting of members, 
or to express consent or dissent without a meeting, may authorize 
another member or members to act for him by written proxy duly 
presented to the Secretary prior to the conduct of the business of 
the meeting.  All references in these Bylaws to members present 
at a meeting shall include those present by proxy as well as those 
present in person.

SEC.6. These Bylaws shall be governed by, and interpreted in 
a manner consistent with the laws of the State of New York.  In 
all questions involving the correct interpretation of these Bylaws 
the decision of the Board of Officers shall be final and conclusive.
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