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he Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in 
the City of New York held its Regular Stated Meet-
ing on January 6, 2014 at the Princeton Club, 15 W 
43rd Street New York, NY, with the Society’s Presi-
dent, John C. Walton, presiding.  President Walton 
presented the speaker for the evening, Thomas D. 

Corrigan, a Cleveland attorney who is president of the Cleveland 
Public Library. He spoke on the topic of John Patrick “Johnny” 
Kilbane, the longest reigning holder of the featherweight boxing 
championship. 

The Society held its Two Hundred and Thirtieth Anniversary 
Dinner on March 17, 2014 in the Grand Ballroom of the Sheraton 
New York Hotel and Towers with one thousand three hundred and 
nine members and guests in attendance.  The ballroom was deco-
rated with the traditional  green wall hangings, a large illuminat-
ed replica of the membership medallion was positioned on one 
wall and the Society’s historic painting of its patron, Saint Patrick, 
was positioned above the dais and was flanked by the flags of the 
United States, Eire, the State of New York, the City of New York 
and the Vatican City state.  Carnations of green and white dec-
orated the tables and boutonnieres were provided for all guests.  
The President of the Society, former presidents, representatives of 
other ancient societies, speakers, and other distinguished guests 
were seated on the dais.

The Glee Club of the Friendly Sons, under the direction of 
Kevin Faughey, opened the festivities with the traditional singing 
of “The Hail of the Friendly Sons” and provided entertainment 
throughout the evening with songs by former president Victor 
Herbert.  President John C. Walton welcomed the members and 
their guests and introduced Timothy Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop 
of New York, who offered the Invocation. 

After dinner, President Walton offered a response to the first 
toast “To the President of the United States.” The President of 
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Quinnipiac University, Dr. John Lahey, responded to the toast “To 
the Day We Celebrate” and Cardinal Dolan responded to the toast 
“To the United States.”

At the Regular Stated Meeting held on May 5, 2014, at the 
Princeton Club, President John C. Walton introduced Baroness 
May Blood, who is the campaign chair of the Integrated Educa-
tion Fund in Northern Ireland, a position she has held since 2002. 

The Annual Meeting of the Society took place on November 
17, 2014 at the Princeton Club. After the election of officers, 
President John C. Walton introduced the Glee Club who rendered 
some songs for the Society’s entertainment. 
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REGULAR STATED MEETING 

held at

The Princeton Club

New York, New York

January 6, 2014

The Regular Stated Meeting of the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of Saint Patrick in the City of New York, held on Monday 
January 6, 2014, at The Princeton Club, 15 West 43rd Street, New 
York City, was called to order by the President of the Society, John 
C. Walton.

PRESIDENT JOHN C. WALTON:  Good evening, gentlemen.  
This is the first time I’m addressing you at the beginning of the 
meeting as the President of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick.  I 
want to say indeed, again, how just in awe I am of you and this 
great Society — I’ve been singing with the Glee Club for over 
30 years.  It just makes me very happy.  Nothing would make my 
deceased father happier than to know that I’m addressing you here 
this evening.

I would like to call the meeting to order and ask Kevin to lead 
the Glee club in the singing of “The Hail of the Friendly Sons.”

 (The Hail of the Friendly Sons was performed by the Glee 
Club.)

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you very much, gentlemen of 
the Glee Club.

I would now ask Father Mark O’Connell please to come up and 
render grace.

(Grace was said by Father Mark O’Connell.)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, we will reconvene after 

dinner.  
(Dinner was served.)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, I heard that there’s a 

BCS football game this evening.  We are encouraged to start the 
meeting promptly.  Thank you all for your attendance.  I appreci-
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ate it.  I think another reason to get the meeting started is that it’s 
probably going down to about 8 degrees above 0 this evening, and 
we don't want to get too chilled on our ride home.

To begin, I’d like to recognize Secretary John Coleman for the 
purpose of reading the minutes of the November meeting.  John?

MR. JOHN A. COLEMAN, III:  Mr. President, I propose that 
we dispense with the reading of the minutes and that they be ac-
cepted into the record as prepared.

PRESIDENT WALTON:  May I have a motion to accept the 
minutes?

(A motion to accept the minutes was made and seconded.)
All in favor.
(“Ayes”)
Opposed.
(No response)
The motion is carried.
Now I’d like to recognize our Treasurer, Tom Sullivan, to ren-

der his report.
MR. THOMAS H. SULLIVAN:  Thank you, Mr. President, 

fellow Friendly Sons.
As reported to you at the conclusion of my last report at the 

November meeting, the cash on hand at that point was $93,759, 
so we begin with that for this evening’s report for the period of, 
essentially, November and December of 2013.

The receipts during that period came to $9,195, which is not 
unusual for those two months of the year.  They tend to be strag-
glers, as it were, in terms of income.  We, however, during the 
same period of time found the need to transfer from the income 
that has been accumulated over many prior years in the capital 
fund a sum of $150,000 into the general fund in order to help us 
meet our ongoing expenses, until our coffers are replenished with 
the dues and the dinner receipts for the current year.

It turns out that we, over quite a few years now, have been 
living off the largesse of the large attendance at prior years’ din-
ners.  During the last two years in particular, as you all know who 
attended the dinners, the attendance was down significantly.  We 
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had about 1460 participants in this past year in March and the year 
before as well.  It was almost the same number.  For two or three 
years before that, they were not much better.

We depend very much on those receipts and the part of them 
that is not consumed by the cost of the dinner and the other festivi-
ties of the evening for our ongoing expenses through the course of 
the year.  We have been sort of riding on the coattails, as it were, 
of our successes and the dinner attendance in prior years, but that 
has really come to an end at this point.  Thus we found the need 
to transfer money from our capital fund.  The monies transferred 
really came from income in that fund that had been accumulated 
and not going down in prior years.

So with that addition to the general fund, we had a total of 
$252,954 and, for the same period, disbursements of $74,693.  
That leaves us as of December 31, 2013 with cash on hand in the 
general fund of $178,261. 

A decent amount of that money has already been spoken for by 
the check that was issued, but not cashed, during the prior month 
for the yearbook that was published for the first time last fall in 
quite a number of years.  The cost of that is not inexpensive.  So 
of that $178,000, we hope to have enough to carry us through until 
the receipts build up once again.

The capital fund as of the close of 2013 came to $2,720,499.
Thank you very much.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you, Tom.
May I ask the floor for a motion to accept the Treasurer’s re-

port?
(A motion to accept the Treasurer’s report was made and sec-

onded.)
All in favor.
(“Ayes”)
It’s carried.
It is my sad duty to report the names of members who have 

passed away since our last meeting.  We have two:  Paul D. 
Collins and Raymond T. Donohue.  Committees will be appointed 
to prepare suitable memorials to be published in our yearbook.  
If you know any of the deceased, please contact our historian, 
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Michael Doyle, with information.
I would now ask you to please stand and observe a moment of 

silence for our deceased members.
(There was a moment of silence.)
Thank you.
I would like to now recognize Mr. John Waldron, Chairman of 

the Committee on Charity, to give his report.
MR. JOHN WALDRON:  Thanks.
Earlier today the Committee on Charity met to determine the 

organizations to receive grants for the 2013-2014 fiscal year.  As 
approved at the November annual meeting, up to $200,000 was 
available for distribution.  This year there were requests submit-
ted from 61 different organizations.  Sixteen were first-time or 
new submissions.  As a result of our meeting and discussions, 35 
grants were approved, totaling $195,000.  We are keeping $5,000 
in reserve at the current time.  Thirty-one of these organizations 
received grants last year.  Six organizations that did receive grants 
last year will not receive them this year.

When these checks are issued over the next few weeks, over 
the past 17 years for which we have records, and in accordance 
with the bylaws of the chapter of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick 
of the City of New York, we have distributed approximately $3 
million to approved charitable organizations.

Thank you.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you, John.  Certainly a lot of 

good work by a lot of people who have headed the Charities Com-
mittee.  I can vouch for the fact that the Charities Committee in-
vestigates the organizations that receive our funds and works very 
diligently.  Every charity that receives funds from the Friendly 
Sons of St. Patrick of the City of New York has a sponsor.  You as 
members are certainly encouraged to recommend charities to us, 
primarily those within the five boroughs of the City of New York, 
although we’ll make some exemptions to that rule.

May I ask for a motion to accept the charity report as rendered?
(A motion to accept the charity report was made and second-

ed.)
All in favor.
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(“Ayes”)
The motion is carried.
It’s now my great pleasure to introduce a friend of mine, Tom 

Corrigan.  We went to high school together, and at our reunion last 
summer, we were sitting around and having beers with another 
friend.  Now, this other friend — if you remember my remarks 
from the last meeting about my great-aunt Kathy, who was an Ur-
suline nun, she did not have a very high opinion of men.  Bill sec-
onded that opinion.  He was a student of hers at St. Anne’s School 
in Cleveland Heights.  On her deathbed she repented being mean 
to the children under her care.

Tom is a long-term friend of mine.  He’s a Cleveland lawyer.  
He is a public library leader, a political activist.  He is a graduate 
of the formerly struggling Jesuit university in Washington, D.C., 
the institution which only came to national prominence under the 
leadership of a Fordham man, Father Timothy Healy of the Soci-
ety of Jesus. (Applause)

His law degree is from Case Western Reserve Law School.  He 
has served on the Board of Trustees at Cleveland Public Library 
for more than 28 years and is currently president of the Board.  
He’s also vice president of the Irish-American Archives Society in 
Cleveland and a master of ceremonies for Cleveland’s Irish Good 
Fellowship Club.

Tom is a past member of the City Planning Commission, was 
chair of the Design and Review Commission.  He has been a 
Democratic nominee for Ohio senator in 1978 and a candidate for 
Common Pleas judge in 1994.

He and his spouse Diane have two daughters and a son.  His 
first law position was a clerk to Justice Tom Clark of the U.S. 
Supreme Court.  He has practiced law in Cleveland since 1977.  

He’s an active alumnus of our high school, St. Ignatius.  He 
was editor of the yearbook in high school, while I was president 
of the Radio Club.

Tom will speak to us this evening on the topic of John Patrick 
“Johnny” Kilbane.  The Kilbanes were as thick as flies on the west 
side of Cleveland.  Indeed, my father was great friends with the 
Kilbanes who were structural iron workers, of probably distant 
relationship to the subject of our address this evening.  
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As Tom will say, Kilbane was an amazing fighter.  He was the 
longest reigning holder of the featherweight championship, and 
the longest holder of any in a world championship.

Please welcome to the podium my friend, Tom Corrigan.
MR. THOMAS D. CORRIGAN:  I might point out that the 

worst part about turning past 62 is that you occasionally get arthri-
tis in your right knee.  So if I seem to lean to the right occasionally, 
I don't want you to blame it on the hospitality of the bartender.

Thank you, Jack, for that overgenerous introduction.  For af-
ter-dinner speakers, we begin relieved that your meal has put you 
already pleasantly in a good mood, but we remain concerned that 
if our speech is not engaging enough, you’ll begin to drowse off.  
And since my topic concerns Irish-American boxing, I also have 
to worry about any rhetorically inappropriate references to upper 
cuts, body blows, or gut checks that might interfere with digestion.

Well, the bell has rung; let’s get at it.
For me, let me express my deep appreciation for the opportu-

nity and the humility I have to talk to the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of St. Patrick of New York City, particularly about Johnny 
Kilbane’s boxing championship and why the Cleveland Public 
Library and the Irish-American Archives Society of Cleveland 
got interested in celebrating that centennial, the centennial of that 
championship, last year.  I’m humbled most because I’m talking 
about something special that occurred 100 years ago to an organi-
zation and a group of men who have more than 230 years of good 
works, good fellowship, and of more than a few famous orators 
and wonderful speeches that have been presented.

Now, I know that you tagged Westchester County Republican 
executive Rob Astorino to speak last year, on the same night as 
the Fighting Irish of Notre Dame played for the national football 
championship — not fair to Italians, I might point out.  But when 
this year’s BCS championship was moved from Tuesday night to 
tonight, nobody could have hoped that an Irish Democrat from 
Cleveland would talk more briefly than a Westchester Irish-Italian 
Republican.  At least I hope not.

The stature and grandeur and eloquence of your prior speakers 
was scary enough to me.  I’m referring, of course, to remarks that 
have been made by the likes of Jesuit Father Tim Healy, who Jack 
just referred to, then the president of the New York Public Library 
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and previously president of my alma mater, Georgetown Universi-
ty.  He said here almost 20 years ago, in a reference to the lessons 
that 50 years of Jesuit teaching to Irish-American students at both 
Fordham and Georgetown had brought to him, Jesuits share the 
Christian insight that only for God is truth a noun.  For the rest of 
us, it is an achingly unclosing verb.

Wow.  
So I’m humbled to be here, and more than a little intimidated.  I 

come from Cleveland to New York.  We in Cleveland have always 
sent our best to New York — John D. Rockefeller, Jack Walton, 
Langston Hughes, and then, of course, George Steinbrenner and 
Charles Dolan, both Irish-American.  Okay, George is only half 
Irish, but they are real contributors to the New York sports culture.

As for New York, you gave Cleveland Art Modell.  Thank 
you so much.  Of course, you also gave us Al Lerner, who tried 
valiantly to undo Art’s damage.  I will pass over any comment 
about Tim Mara’s plot to have the Cleveland Bulldogs become the 
Detroit Wolverines so that he could get the Cleveland stars like 
Benny Friedman, the great Michigan quarterback  who started the 
long dominance of the New York Giants in the early NFL.  

See how fast this can degenerate?
But I have a few credentials of my own on which to stand.  My 

father, the late Judge John V. Corrigan, was a great speaker and 
was honored several times as an Irish-American, as grand mar-
shal in the St. Patrick’s Day parade in Cleveland and Irish Man of 
the Year.  From my dad I learned why there was a bust of Victor 
Herbert in Cleveland’s Irish Cultural Garden.  I can’t tell you how 
intimidating it is to have the Glee Club waiting for me to finish.  
And, of course, we have Ernie Ball of Cleveland, who was the 
composer of both “Mother Machree” and “When Irish Eyes Are 
Smiling.”

I know how Irish I am.  I’m from County Mayo roots and, like 
Rob Astorino, last year’s speaker, I married Irish-American and 
honeymooned in Ireland, now more than 30 years ago.  Stayed at 
Ashford Castle the first five days of my real marriage, we did, and 
before that Ronald Reagan fellow drove up the cost of the three-
room suite overlooking the lough.  

What’s more, my wife, Diane Downing, is half Irish, from 
Rockland County, New York, went to Vassar College and recently 
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served on Vassar’s Board of Trustees.  But her people were from 
Kerry, and she was probably trying to improve the blood for our 
children, her children, our three children:  Deirdre, a Fordham 
grad living here in the Woodlawn neighborhood of the Bronx and 
in grad school at Fordham; Sarah Eileen Corrigan, a Wellesley 
grad, soon to have her MBA from Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity; and our youngest, Thomas Vincent, who will graduate from 
Georgetown School of Foreign Service this May.

I know what you’re thinking.  My father said, “Don't ever add 
up the tuition.  It would ruin  you.”

My maternal grandfather, Peter John Hopkins, was born in 
Derryhillagh, County Mayo, at the foot of Mount Nephin.  He 
was so Irish he actually died on St. Patrick’s Day, introducing me 
to the rituals and contributions of the Irish wake before I was even 
8 years old.  My maternal grandmother, his wife, Catherine Man-
nin Hopkins, was born in Cleveland, half Irish, half German.  It 
was from her that I learned that expression from her childhood 
that was, “We’re from County Mayo, God help us.”  For years, I 
thought the name of the county was “May-oh-God help us.”

Since I’m here to talk about Johnny Kilbane and 100 years ago, 
I should note that my grandparents, Peter and Catherine Hopkins, 
had two dear friends those 100 years ago in Cleveland Heights, 
Ohio named George and Henrietta Walton, grandparents of your 
distinguished Friendly Sons President, my friend Jack Walton.  
How close were the Waltons and the Hopkins 100 years ago?  
Well, Jack’s grandparents were the godparents for the second-old-
est of my own mother’s five brothers, my late uncle Bill.  He was 
famous in his own way.  After his World War II service, he built 
and maintained the most substantial beverage and liquor business 
in Cleveland Heights — a legal one, too — that lasted well into 
this century.

On my father’s side, the Corrigans are all Mayo-rooted as well.  
They came to Cleveland much earlier than the Hopkins, we think, 
courtesy of the jobs on the great Erie Canal, the Ohio and Erie Ca-
nal, again thanks to a prior leader of this august group of Friendly 
Sons, the governor DeWitt Clinton.

So it is that I am a really third-generation Irish-American in 
Cleveland, more Colavito than Collins, as we say back there — 
the equivalent of being more DiMaggio than de Valera.
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Why is it that we always use Italian-American references to 
explain how American we Irish have become?

It was from my paternal grandfather, Peter Corrigan, 42 years 
a Cleveland firefighter, that I learned most of my respect for my 
Irish roots.  It was he who explained that surely insurance was 
a British invention, for only the British could come up with a 
scheme where you place a bet, no matter what they keep the bet, 
and for you to win anything, something awful has to happen first.  
(Laughter)

My paternal grandmother, Coletta Gibbons Corrigan, was also 
Mayo-rooted, Swinford, Mayo, actually, where there was a little 
more topsoil than points west towards Achill.  But she too was 
Cleveland-born, descended from Irish fieldworkers who came as a 
second immigrant stop to Cleveland, bringing experience from the 
steel mills of Birmingham and Manchester in that other country, 
to the likes of Corrigan-McKinney Steel Company — don't I wish 
I was related to them — Republic Steel, and Jones & Laughlin.  
That grandmother — Nana to me, in deference to Victor Herbert, 
of course — taught me the most important Irish advice I ever got:  
There is some good in everyone.  Look for it and work with that 
part.

So I am bona fide Irish-American.
As for the intimidation about this particular site, the Prince-

ton Club of New York, I can state that both my younger brothers 
played Ivy League football.  The older of the two, Jack Corrigan, 
was a wide receiver at Cornell — okay, maybe while Ed Marinaro 
was carrying it 47 times a game.  My other younger brother, Dan-
iel Corrigan, was a tackle for the Tigers of Princeton from 1978 
through 1980, when knee surgery cost him his senior season.  He 
compensated in football terms by being part of the football coach-
ing staff at Cleveland’s St. Ignatius that has brought them 11 Ohio 
state championships in the last 20 years.  By the way, Jack Walton 
and I were both St. Ignatius Class of ’68, and we celebrated a city 
championship only because there was no state championship tour-
nament in those days.

But I’m mostly able to stand proudly before you because of 
the Cleveland Public Library and the Irish-American Archives 
Society of Cleveland, two institutions of which I am particularly 
proud.  The Cleveland Public Library is a comprehensive public 
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research library, second or third only, really, to the New York Pub-
lic Library and the Boston Public Library.  Yes, we’re bigger than 
Chicago and Los Angeles.

The Irish-American Archives Society is our local effort to get 
the records and stories of how the Irish made their way in Cleve-
land, a sort of Studs Terkel and Library of Congress StoryCorps, 
a local hybrid, stories we have heard and preserved, Johnny Kil-
bane’s story being only the most recent and most prominent in-
stance.

Of course, feelings of intimidation about being here swell 
back when I think of the Irish boxing history here in New York.  
Maybe some in this room saw firsthand or heard detailed stories 
from dads and uncles about the Dempsey-Tunney fights, maybe 
the greatest bouts ever fought, or about “Cinderella Man” James 
Braddock, a New York City-born Irish heavyweight champ, who 
lost his title to Joe Lewis, or about Irish Joey Archer, who beat 
Sugar Ray Robinson in that great boxer’s last fight in 1965.  But 
maybe some of these stories are worth telling and I’ve caused the 
occasion for it, or at least I’ve retold them in the context of Johnny 
Kilbane’s achievements.

Maybe not everyone here knows the outsized role that the sport 
of boxing played in the Irish-American community in Cleveland, 
certainly in the early part of the 20th century.  After all, back to the 
19th century, John L. Sullivan was the first million-dollar athlete 
the world had ever seen, and he and Mayo-born Gentleman Jim 
Corbett, who had dethroned Sullivan as the champ, were princi-
pally responsible for the transformation and legitimatization of 
boxing from the bare-knuckles-and-barroom to the glove-and-are-
na era that we now know.

Did you know there was earlier Jack Dempsey, known as Non-
pareil Jack Dempsey (“nonpareil” as in “don't touch this)?  He, an 
Irish-American of that era, was a good friend of Sullivan’s.  

Or there was Sailor Tom Sharkey of Dundalk and New York 
City, who fought Sullivan to a draw and challenged for the heavy-
weight title against both Corbett and his successor, James J. Jef-
fries.

Today in America we almost worship at football, basketball, or 
baseball altars, but boxing was as big as or bigger than all three 
combined well into the middle of the 20th century.  Baseball cards 
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were second to boxer cards for the first two decades of the cen-
tury, and endorsement deals were the province of boxers more 
than any other sports figures for more than 60 years.  Even at St. 
Ignatius in Cleveland, a great football power, more young men 
boxed than played any other sport until after World War II.  The 
first million-dollar athletes of this country were all boxers.  The 
first million-dollar gates were for bouts, not games.  Jack Walton’s 
dad, in fact, was an Ignatius boxing champion.

I had been mostly ignorant of boxing, myself, and its Irish 
provenance.  Growing up in the 1950s and 1960s, I knew only a 
little bit about boxing.  My dad was a trial judge before I was 4.  
It seemed that fighting of all kinds was discouraged around our 
house — not that he favored arbitration either.  He liked jury trials.

I did have a CYO fight when I was 10 and I KO’ed the other 
kid.  But I must admit, I didn’t like it.  I was worried he was really 
hurt.

Judge Michael Sweeney and his brother, Ohio Supreme Court 
justice Francis Sweeney, had been boxers, one of them All Army 
during World War II.  I knew they were, and they were friends 
of my dad.  But other than respect for their past achievements, I 
heard little about Irish boxing history or culture and certainly did 
not know how important it had been.

I came by indirection to an adult study and appreciation for 
boxing.  In 2001, the Anisfield-Wolf Book Awards in Cleveland, 
one of the nation’s oldest book prizes and the one that focuses 
on improving race relations and religious tolerance, selected F.X. 
Toole and his collection of stories, Rope Burns:  Stories from the 
Corner, as the big prize in fiction that year, a $15,000 prize, still 
one of the largest prizes in publishing.  You would know these 
stories more as the foundation for Clint Eastwood and Hilary 
Swank’s Oscar-winning movie, Million Dollar Baby.  

I got to know F.X. Toole during his time in Cleveland and found 
out that he was really Jerry Boyd, a polyglot of Eastern European 
roots, who took the nom de plume F.X. Toole out of respect for the 
Jesuit priest who saved him from alcoholism and taught him how 
to write.  F.X. is for Francis Xavier, of course.  And “Toole” he 
chose because, he said, all the Irish fighters he knew fought with 
the most heart.



21

Now, F.X. was a cutman for, in his words, too many fights over 
too many years.  The cutman is the guy in your corner who care-
fully slits with a razor the swelling and puffiness around your eyes 
and temple so that you can still keep fighting.  Oh, yeah, he has to 
stop the bleeding, too.  

Anyway, in his experiences, F.X. grew to understand how im-
portant boxing was as a way up and out of the bottom for so many 
immigrant Americans.  His writing and passion are a tribute to the 
character and courage of the boxers he knew, many of them Irish.

F.X. died in 2002 and never saw the movie Clint Eastwood 
made from his writings.  We at the Cleveland Public Library were 
moved by his work and we turned the attention of our already 
overworked librarians who keep our sports research bureau hum-
ming to what records and items in our collection we had about 
boxing.  

We were surprised.  It may have been this century when they 
got the directive, but the last century’s materials were numerous 
and interesting.  Against that experience, the library learned from 
the Irish-American Archives Society — I’m not sure who the 
connection might have been, being a vice president — that the 
great-grandchildren of Johnny Kilbane were looking for help in 
restoring film footage of the 1912 featherweight championship 
fight.  What’s more, they had discovered in that same old attic 
quite a bit of memorabilia of his career.

The library and the archives teamed up, raised the funds, got 
the restoration of the film, and along the way discovered how in-
teresting Johnny’s story really was.  

Johnny was the son of late 19th-century Irish immigrants to 
Cleveland from Achillbeg in County Mayo.  To give you some 
idea, Achillbeg is what would be spit off of Achill if it could spit.  
His mother died when he was still young and then his father be-
came blind and disabled before Johnny was 12.  Johnny went to 
work first at retrieving the remnants of coal and other ore in the 
small corners of the boats that supplied Cleveland’s growing steel 
mills.  Later he switched as a railway switch boy, bearing the 
whole weight of his small body on the switch after running down 
the track to beat the train.  It was a tough job.

But it was his kind teachers at St. Malachy School and the or-
ganizers of the local La Salle Club (an Irish story not widely told) 



22

that gave his Johnny his love of learning and dance.  He had decid-
ed before he was 15 that he would take to the stage when he could.  
But that same La Salle Club, one fine day, also sponsored, quote, 
“an exhibition of the pugilistic arts” by Tom Sharkey — yes, the 
same Sailor Tom Sharkey who had fought John L. Sullivan to a 
draw and lost the heavyweight challenges to Corbett and Jeffries.  
To put it mildly, Johnny caught the bug, the boxing bug.

His climb to the top of his profession was really relatively 
swift.  He was a true boxer, more clever than slugger, a not-un-
common feature of the lower weight divisions in boxing in those 
days, of which there were only eight.  I forget how many there are 
now, but way too many.

But his was a special talent.  His Irish dance skills are credited 
for his great footwork, and he spoke and acted with a class that can 
only have made the St. Malachy nuns proud to have known him.

He was well known as well for taking his wife and children, 
as well as those of his manager and sparring partners, on his trips 
and training camps, in a world where boxing champs or boxing 
challengers were largely known for their chutzpah and braggado-
cio and hard drinking, he was the guy that brought his wife and 
children to the training camp and to the out-of-state exhibition or 
fight.

On February 22, 1912, more than 100 years ago, having defeat-
ed the best in the featherweight class around the country, Johnny, 
only 23, fought in a much-touted rematch the only man who had 
ever beaten him, Abe Attell, the reigning featherweight champion.  
The crowd in Vernon, California numbered more than 10,000, and 
the 20-round bout was a unanimous decision for Johnny.  He made 
$3,500 for the match, the equivalent of about $70,000 in today’s 
dollars, and then he quickly made twice that amount during his 
short commercial film endorsements and a two-week gig on the 
L.A. vaudeville stage before heading back on the train.

When Johnny returned home to Cleveland on St. Patrick’s Day, 
more than 200,000 gathered to welcome him.  Many credit the 
size and quality of Cleveland’s St. Patrick’s Day parade from that 
day in 1912.

My favorite quote of Johnny’s, given just before the Attell fight 
where he won the championship, pertains to the reason for his 
boxing and an explanation of so many immigrant stories:  “Show 
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me a business where I can make more money than I can in the ring 
and I will never fight again.  I don't fight because I like it.  I fight 
because it means a living for my family and myself.”

Johnny fought over 140 fights in his career, losing only four 
times:  the first fight with Attell, before he challenged for the 
championship; two exhibitions with boxers in heavier classes; and 
then, finally, his loss of the title in 1923, Eugene Criqui, a French 
boxer.  He was the champion longer and defended his title more 
times than any boxer in any weight class in history.  After retiring, 
he operated a gym and other businesses in Cleveland and moni-
tored his substantial investments.  There are a few people in the 
room who know about substantial investments.

When, like many Irish who thought they had made it, he lost 
most of those investments and savings in the Great Depression, he 
taught in Cleveland schools and coached boxing and ultimately, 
like the Irish do, ran for public office.  He was elected first to the 
Ohio State Senate, lost a run for county sheriff, and then returned 
to the Ohio House of Representatives in 1951.  In 1953, he was 
easily elected clerk of the Cleveland Municipal Court and died 
holding that office in 1957.

So we were thrilled at the library and at the archives to celebrate 
his centennial with displays, speeches, and, of course, a showing 
of the restored film footage.  But our interest sparked a committee 
back in Achill, in Ireland, to build a monument and a sculpture 
to Johnny on Achillbeg.  The combined hubbub on both sides of 
the Atlantic resulted in the Irish government itself supporting the 
development of a documentary film called A Fighting Heart about 
Johnny and the continuing connections and history shared by the 
people of Mayo and Cleveland.  The film premiered at the Cleve-
land International Film Festival last spring.  I recommend that you 
go to the Web sites johnnykilbane.com and fightingheart.com and 
see some more about how critical his role in the development of 
Irish culture in Cleveland was.

I hope I’ve convinced you by now that boxing and Irish Amer-
ica have some pretty good links and that people involved can tell 
us quite a bit about where we came from and the heart and courage 
that was needed to get where we are today.  I brought with me a 
few mementos of the occasion quoting the last lines of Johnny’s 
poem that he wrote.  He was quite literate for a boxer.  The last 
part of the poem reads, “For when the chips of life are down and 
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troubled waters mount, a fighting heart will see us through, how-
ever long the count.”

Let me end with a personal anecdote.  I met Johnny when I 
was a youngster, 6 years old.  My dad was one of the trial judges 
when Johnny was the clerk of court.  My father was nominated to 
the Ohio General Assembly as a state representative in 1950, in 
May.  He married my mother in July of 1959 and was elected in 
November of 1950 and commenced service in January of 1951.

On my birth in May of 1951 — or more appropriately, when 
my mother went into labor before my birth — my father found 
himself in Columbus, Ohio.  A worst place to be I cannot name.  
In short, in those days — and it’s hard to believe that there was 
gerrymandering or any of those things ever before in this country 
— there were almost three times as many Republicans as Demo-
crats in the Ohio General Assembly.  Since the Democrats were all 
from Youngstown and Cleveland and Toledo, the great joy of the 
Republican majority was to somehow delay the votes past when 
the last train left Columbus.  This was before President Eisenhow-
er’s wonderful interstate system.

So on this particular day, as my mother is in labor with me 
back in Cleveland, more than a little ruckus is developing on the 
floor as the votes are being extended.  Bill Saxbe, the great hero 
of Watergate, who many may remember, a senator from Ohio at 
the time, was speaker of the Ohio House.  He called my father and 
said, “Jack Corrigan, come here.  What’s the hubbub about?”  

He said, “Well, your guys have scheduled the votes past when 
the last train left, and my wife is in labor, so some of these guys 
want to start a fight.”

Bill Saxbe, showing all the class he always had, said, “Jack, do 
you have somebody to drive with back to Cleveland?”

He said, “Well, yes, I can find somebody.”
He said, “Fine.  I promise you, there’ll be no more votes.
There were no more votes that night.  My father took off — and 

I’ve known this story since I was a very young man — my father 
took off with one of his colleagues and drove to Cleveland.  I also 
knew the story of the fact that as he was driving, his colleague had 
to regularly grab him by the arm near the steering wheel and say, 
“Slow down, Jack.  Boy or girl, they’ll want to see you vertical.”  
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(Laughter)
I want you to know, I’ve known that story since I was 8 or 9 

years old.  I even have a resolution of the Ohio General Assembly 
to say that I had particular wisdom in picking the parents I did.  
But as I’m working on this centennial for Johnny Kilbane, for 
the first time my mother says — I said, “Do you know Johnny 
Kilbane?  He was clerk of courts and was in the legislature with 
Dad.”  She says, “Oh, sure.  He was the guy who told your dad to 
slow down on the way home.”

All of a sudden it occurred to me — and think about it — be-
cause my father was a judge and a politician, I’ve been going to 
Irish wakes since I can remember — 5, 6, 7 years old, and now I’m 
60.  In fact, tonight I’m missing two wakes back in Cleveland that 
I should probably be at.  But the fact is the most common expres-
sion I hear from the old-timers as they come through — you know 
the funeral directors.  They’re standing there, and the old-timers 
are coming through.  They’re looking down at the old-timer com-
ing through.  Mr. McGory or Mr. Chambers or Mr. Corrigan — 
since there is a funeral home named Corrigan as well — they say, 
“So how are you, Mrs. Kilbane?”  And she says, “I’m staying 
vertical, if you don't mind.”

All these years I’ve heard the expression and I’ve never thought 
about it.  It’s a fighter’s expression, “staying vertical.”  How many 
times have you heard it?  “Surviving the long count,” how many 
times have you heard it?  “Taking a gut check,” “rolling with the 
punch.

The fact is we Irish-Americans have a boxing history that has 
formed as an important part of our character, an important part of 
the stuff that makes us who we are.  It gives us a fighting heart.  
As a Clevelander, as an Irishman, I was proud to celebrate the 
centennial of Johnny Kilbane, but even prouder to be here at the 
Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in New York City to 
tell you about it.

Thank you very much.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Don't go away so quickly, Tom.  As 

a small thank-you gift and knowing how interested you are in 
books, I have Mornings Among the Jesuits at Rome, written by a 
Protestant who complained incessantly of the Jesuits’ adoration of 
the Blessed Mother.  It’s dated 1854.



26

Thank you very much for driving 480 miles to be here.
(Applause)
I will now ask Kevin Faughey, my friend and my director — 

I’ll note, too, Bob Reilly said, “This is the first time you’ve been 
at a Friendly Sons of St. Patrick dinner when you haven’t had a 
tuxedo on, because you usually sing.”

Kevin is going to respond to the jibe of G.K. Chesterton, who 
said:  For the great Gaels of Ireland are the men that God made 
mad, for all their wars are merry, and all their songs are sad.”

Kevin, I turn the program over to you.
MR. KEVIN FAUGHEY:  Good evening, gentlemen.  This 

evening our concert will be sort of a Christmas concert for you.  
We’re going to start by singing “Christmas in Killarney.”  Then 
we’ll sing “The March of the Wise Men” and then the traditional 
German folk song, “O Christmas Tree.”

Our soloist this evening is Ed McNamara.  He will be singing 
“Christmas in the Trenches” by John McCutcheon.  Then the Glee 
Club will sing “Toyland” by Victor Herbert, the founder of the 
club.  We’re going to end by singing “O Come All Ye Faithful,” 
and we’re going to invite everybody here to join in singing with 
the Glee Club.

We hope you like our program this evening.
(Glee Club performance)
MR. FAUGHEY:  And now our soloist, Ed McNamara, will 

sing “Christmas in the Trenches.”
(Performance by Ed McNamara)
(Glee Club performance)
MR. FAUGHEY:  We’re going to end our program this evening 

by singing “O Come All Ye Faithful” and we’d like to invite you 
to join in singing with us.  We’ll sing two verses in English and 
then we’ll end it by singing “Adeste Fideles” in Latin.  You’re all 
welcome to join us.

(Glee Club performance)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, I ask you to all rise for 

the singing of the National Anthem.
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(Singing of the National Anthem)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you very much, gentlemen.  

Everybody drive home safely.  See you on March 17.
(Meeting adjourned:  9:01 p.m.)
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Anniversary Dinner

held at

The Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers

New York, New York

March 17, 2014

PRESIDENT JOHN C. WALTON:  It’s my privilege to wel-
come you to the 230th Anniversary Dinner of the Society of the 
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the City of New York.

Gentlemen, I invite you to sing with our Glee Club “The Hail 
of the Friendly Sons.”

(“The Hail of the Friendly Sons” was performed by the Glee 
Club.)

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you very much.
Gentlemen, you may be seated.  We begin this evening with an 

invocation by Archbishop Timothy Cardinal Dolan.  It’s my honor 
to welcome the Cardinal to say grace with us.

(Grace was said by Archbishop Dolan.)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, I just have a few remarks 

to make at the beginning of our dinner.
Gentlemen, the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick was founded in 

1784 and is one of the oldest charitable institutions, fraternal or-
ganizations in the United States.  The Society has organized this 
dinner every year, with the exception of the famine years of 1847 
and 1848.

As you know, the term “friendly” in the 18th century designated 
communal charity.  This Anniversary Dinner supports a number 
of charities, cultural and social service organizations in the New 
York City area.  The Charities Committee, under the leadership 
of John Waldron, screens hundreds of applications every year.  
In particular, they examine the applications by certain orders of 
religious women with intense scrutiny.  Sister, you can fool the 
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick some of the time, but not all of the 
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time.
Please enjoy your meal in the company of family and friends.  

The formal part of our dinner will begin after dessert.
Thank you very much.
(Dinner was served.)
(Glee Club performance)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, I call to order the 230th 

Anniversary Dinner of the Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Pat-
rick in the City of New York.

I would like to thank the Board of Stewards, led ably by Chair-
man Peter McGuire, for the time and effort they have put in, for 
the evenings and weekends they have spent making the arrange-
ments for the dinner.  As you know, this is the largest charity din-
ner in the city of New York, and the amount of work behind it is 
prodigious.

I would also like to thank fellow member of the Society Ed 
Kane, banquet manager for the Sheraton Hotel, for helping move 
the event smoothly.

In addition, our heartfelt thanks to the chefs, the captains, the 
wait staff, who do such a superb job serving us this evening.

A very since thanks to the pipers from Manhattan College, who 
led our honored guests to the dais.  Manhattan College, you’re 
going to the Big Dance.  Congratulations.

A special thank-you to Jackie McCarthy, our office manager.  
As you know, Jackie is the institutional memory of the Friendly 
Sons of St. Patrick.  More importantly, she has the gift of antic-
ipating the needs of your President and the other officers of the 
Society.  During the past year, she made our transition to the new 
office at 3 West 51st Street a breeze.  She is very well plugged in to 
the Consulate office of Noel Kilkenny, the office of the Cardinal, 
and is at least two days ahead of the news of Ireland which you 
hear on WFUV every Sunday afternoon.

Finally, I wish to thank the Glee Club of the Friendly Sons, 
under the direction of Kevin Faughey.  This past year, the Glee 
Club, of which I remain a member, celebrated its 100th anniver-
sary, founded by the noted American composer Victor Herbert in 
1913.  Herbert composed over 20 operettas, 18 musical comedies, 
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2 full-scale operas, and many lovely Irish songs.  Unfortunately, 
he did not endear the reputation of the Society to women with his 
operetta The Red Mill, in which the cad sings, “I’ve never been 
lucky in my love affairs, I’ve never had a wife.”

I will not dilate on Herbert’s “Ode to a Cigar.”
The Prophet Ezekiel knew how hard it was to deliver a good 

speech, so the Lord spoke to him thusly:  “Do not be afraid of 
them or what they say afterwards.  Though you find yourself sur-
rounded by brambles and sitting on scorpions, you are to deliver 
my words to them, whether they listen or not.”

The time has come, gentlemen, for our traditional toasts.  Gen-
tlemen, please charge your glasses.  Gentlemen, please be up-
standing.

To the President of the United States.
(The toast was given.)
Please be seated.
May it please our speakers this evening, His Eminence Arch-

bishop Timothy Cardinal Dolan, Dr. John L. Lahey, the many 
clergy here present, our two distinguished honorary members, His 
Eminence Edward Cardinal Egan and former police commission-
er Ray Kelly, our distinguished guests, Ambassador Consul-Gen-
eral Kilkenny, Dr. O’Donnell of Manhattan, Father McShane of 
Fordham, Westchester County Executive Astorino, representa-
tives of other venerable societies whose presence here tonight we 
acknowledge with admiration and gratitude, former presidents of 
the Society, Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, sons, family, and friends 
of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick.

In responding to the toast to the President of the United States, 
we all acknowledge the tremendous responsibility that we place in 
the person elected to the highest office of the land.

I do want to note with a little bit of sadness that our two other 
honorary members couldn’t be here this evening.  Father Joseph 
A. O’Hare, S.J. is not getting around that well.  He remains in res-
idence at Murray Weigel Hall.  Al Smith had an operation, which 
he is recovering from successfully, but his doctor sent him back to 
Florida to recuperate and miss the cold weather.

Seven presidents of the United States have graced the annual 
dinner of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick with their presence, and 
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17 presidents of the United States can claim Irish heritage, includ-
ing the incumbent, President Obama.  It’s true.

Now, to become President of the United States, you can be 
thin-skinned or thick-skinned.  You can be a person of towering 
intellect, like Woodrow Wilson or William Jefferson Clinton, or 
you could have been an haberdasher or been upstaged by a chimp 
named Bonzo.  In fact, Oliver Wendell Holmes wrote words to the 
effect that “Franklin Roosevelt is a man of absolute second-class 
intellect, but a first-class temperament.”

Through the years, as Dr. Robert Gates, our former Secretary 
of Defense, writes, temperament has proven to be a good prognos-
ticator of success.  Temperament provides those endowed it with 
the ability to make good decisions in the perpetual noise machine 
of Washington or choose among several suboptimal solutions or 
perhaps salvage what’s left of a bad decision.

But, gentlemen, there is another great indicator of success in 
the esteem which the American people shower upon the occupant 
of 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue when he leaves office.  It’s their 
memory of his humor.

President Kennedy, when running for office, was asked by a 
little boy how he became a war hero.  He responded, “It was abso-
lutely involuntary.  They sunk my boat.”

In a line which Mario Puzo seemed to co-opt later on, without 
any attribution, Kennedy also remarked, “Forgive your enemies, 
but never forget their names.”

He also stated, “I said I wasn’t going to make any more am-
bassadorial appointments on the basis of campaign contributions.  
And since that time, I haven’t got a cent from my father.”

Most of the bons mots of candidate Romney were not quite so 
bons.  As one pundit wrote, “They were the product of a Mormon 
sense of humor, finely sculpted by the greatest political consul-
tants money could buy.”  Romney just didn’t understand that tying 
the dog to the back of the station wagon wasn’t going to resonate 
with the American people like it did for Chevy Chase.

On the other hand, unsuccessful presidential candidate Bob 
Dole could always bring the house down when he recounted the 
last time that he saw Presidents Ford, Carter, and Nixon together:  
See no evil, hear no evil, and evil.  (Laughter)
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Unfortunately, as demonstrated by Mr. Dole’s wit, he was per-
haps a bit too sardonic for the office.

President Eisenhower, much derided for his love of golf, a 
characteristic shared by the incumbent and presidents of this So-
ciety — it was famously known that after Ike left office, a reporter 
asked him, “Did you make any mistakes while you were in of-
fice?”

He said, “Yes, two.  They’re both on the Supreme Court.”
Unfortunately for Ike, there isn’t a big record of his humor — 

he was from Kansas — but Bob Hope had no problem having 
fun at his expense, saying, “It’s hard to play golf with a guy who 
rattles his medals while you’re putting.”

George H. W. Bush rocked the Al Smith dinner in 2000 when 
he introduced himself saying, “This is an impressive crowd, the 
haves and the have-mores.  Some people would call you the elite.  
I call you my base.”

Two presidents, however, stand out for their humor.  And bear 
with me for a second.  President Coolidge was regarded as the 
most taciturn and reserved of the 20th century.  He was a man of 
extremely few words, but he was comedic for his own self-amuse-
ment.  He probably read Martial’s epigrams in the bathroom.  At 
a White House party, one of the female guests seated next to him 
said, “I just bet my friend over there that I could engage you in 
more than two words of conversation.”

Coolidge responded, “You lose.”
President Coolidge and Mrs. Coolidge were visiting a govern-

ment poultry farm, and the two went off their separate ways.  The 
farmer was delighted to show off his prize rooster to Mrs. Coolidge, 
which, he said, could engage in the reproductive function several 
times a day.  Mrs. Coolidge said, “Tell that to Mr. Coolidge when 
he comes by.”

When Calvin came to see the rooster, the farmer related the 
story.  The President said, “With the same hen?”

“No, it’s with a different hen every time,” the farmer replied.
He said, “Make sure to tell that to Mrs. Coolidge when she 

comes by.”
The current occupant of the White House has suffered his 
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slings and arrows, mostly from the right-wing media to which my 
radio seems permanently tuned.  But in the words of the bard, I 
came not to praise Bill O’Reilly, but to bury him.  

Mr. Obama may have some unexpected pauses when the tele-
prompter stops running or perhaps when the cue card has a mis-
spelling, such as R-s-p-e-c-t.  Why, even that dowdy old Irish gal 
who writes op-eds for The New York Times took a moment to get 
off her broom and chortle over the last one.

But Mr. Obama is very good at his self-effacing humor.  At the 
2008 Al Smith dinner, he started with, “Who is Barack Obama?  
Contrary to the rumors, I was not born in a manger.  I was actually 
born on Krypton and sent here by my father Jor-El to save the 
planet Earth.”

Upon learning that he was a cousin eight times removed from 
former Vice President Dick Cheney, “I don't want to be invited to 
the family hunting party.”

At the 2012 White House Correspondent’s dinner, he an-
nounced to the crowd, “Everybody, please take your seats before 
Clint Eastwood starts yelling at them.”

It’s not hackneyed to say that the presidency is the toughest 
job in the United States.  It’s as tough as being Cardinal Dolan or 
the mayor of New York.  I have friends in the police department, 
friends in Washington, who relate to me in only vague terms how 
difficult it is to keep the wheels on when it comes to our national 
security.  The threats grow and they mutate, like cancer.

But you could take our dinner in 1957, in which The Honorable 
Frederick Boland spoke — in 1957, our dinner was shortly after 
Hungary had been invaded.  The present time, in some respects, 
looks like that.

But we should take from Dr. Gates’ book the knowledge that 
the President takes the job extremely seriously, that he has made 
some very difficult decisions in the face of conflicting information 
and advice from his advisors, that he’s irritated, like all of us, at 
leaks which emanate from his staff — his close staff even — to 
the press in Washington and New York.  He cares deeply for the 
underprivileged and is championing an issue so near and dear to 
many of the Irish here in New York, the opportunity to work in 
the daylight with the prospect of becoming citizens of the United 
States.
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Governor Cuomo sends his regards, but he scheduled a cele-
bration of the Friendly Sons of Columbus and Howard Beach in 
the city of Albany.  I thought they were mostly Dutch up there.  
But, as we know, it was an Irishman who guided Columbus to 
these shores, a man actually of Galway stock, so no offense is 
taken.

Mr. de Blasio similarly sent his regrets.  We have it on good 
authority that he’s holed up in Gracie Mansion working with the 
operatives from the People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals 
to bring an end to the Easter Parade, for it is in that parade, unlike 
ours, in which rabbits are discriminated against and the chickens 
are forced to supply all the eggs for Easter.  Rumor has it that Eva 
Moskowitz is eying her potential seat on our dais.  Apparently, His 
Honor has yet to learn the fabled maxim of Niccolò Machiavelli:  
Don’t kick a cripple until he’s down.

At a later time, I will dilate upon the topic of how Niccolò 
Machiavelli was really of Galway stock, with the surname Lynch.

Gentlemen, I would just like us to take a second and thank 
Liam Neeson for carrying the torch for the 400 folks who make 
their living driving people through Central Park and for all of the 
support people who groom and tend the animals.  Despite the may-
or’s focused animus towards the equine race, the 400 are not only 
Irish, they are Hispanic, black, and others of various patrimony.

For a hayseed kid like me who came to New York, loved to 
take the D train down to Columbus Circle and walk along Central 
Park South, I just can’t imagine Robert Redford and Jane Fonda 
driving themselves through Central Park in a replica antique mo-
torcar.

I first became associated with Friendly Sons 34 years ago, 
when my friend Jim Keaney and I auditioned for the Glee Club on 
the same evening at Rosoff’s restaurant off of Eighth Avenue.  In 
those days, it was necessary for us to rehearse in a bar. 

My wife is a native New Yorker, proud graduate of Cardinal 
Spellman High School in the Bronx, Thomas More College of 
Fordham University, and currently a candidate for a doctorate 
in molecular biology at Seaton Hall.  She is of mixed parentage, 
including the Italian and Welsh bloodlines.  I was particularly 
pleased to attend a recent St. David’s Society dinner at the Yale 
Club.  Indeed, the faces of the attendees there are redolent of those 
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I remember from her relatives.  She was from eastern Pennsylva-
nia.  Her grandfather died in a mining accident a long time ago.

Having survived me through marriage these past 40 years, I 
must say — that is, I am commanded to say — that she is a wom-
an of undisputed saintliness, patience, fortitude.  She is a woman 
quick to forgive transgressions, provide succor to the hangover, 
and drive you to confession on Saturday afternoon.

I must further note that this version of the speech was the one 
she edited.  Under the penalty of denial of certain marital privi-
leges, I am commanded to report it in its entirety without editorial 
comment or modification in any manner.

Not being a lawyer, but I do understand what that means.
Together we have lived in all the boroughs of New York, save 

that one which is Staten Island.  Given that Staten Island often 
wants to secede and become part of the Republic of Texas, we 
don't think this is a shabby record to prove our bona fides as New 
Yorkers, although my tenure here has only been 45 years.  My 
three sons, all members of the Society, are here with me this eve-
ning, and they will serve as my witness to the statements made in 
paragraph 16 above.

For most of my career, I’ve worked in finance, at so many dif-
ferent places, I used to keep my registration and street name.  At 
one time or another, I held most of the New York Stock Exchange 
certifications for compliance, research, and trading.  Of these, let 
me say that being a compliance officer of a major New York Stock 
Exchange firm is akin to being a fire hydrant on the Upper East 
Side of Manhattan.  Every dog which comes your way has a com-
plaint.

I’ll repeat the story that I told just briefly at my installation.  As 
soon as Al Smith called me and asked me to consider becoming 
this elevated status, I said yes immediately.  The ink wasn’t dry on 
the invitation when I received a call from a fellow seeking my ad-
vice on getting his son into Fordham Law and another wondering 
if I could get a sick relative into Mary Manning Walsh.  I referred 
both of them to Ray Teatum.

A few years back, one of the presidents stated that the record 
number of addresses at our Society was probably held by Wil-
liam Hughes Mulligan or Joseph McLaughlin or Owen McGivern.  
But, in fact, it was the Al Smiths number I to IV.  A Smith, not 
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including Henry Smith, has graced this dais 16 times in the past 
125 years.  Coming close behind them are Robert I. Gannon of 
the Society of Jesus and Fordham University, and Bishop Fulton 
J. Sheen.

Sheen would have spoken more, but Cardinal Spellman and he 
didn’t quite see eye to eye on certain matters.  

But, gentlemen, if you know anything of oratory, this is a for-
midable group of speakers.

There’s a story of the Al Smiths.  Al Smith’s great-grandfather 
was holding a big confab of Irish businessmen, clergy, and politi-
cians in the city of New York.  Any Irishman of any account was 
on the general committee.  The hoteliers and restaurateurs, eager 
for convention contracts, had submitted bids, but to the surprise 
of all, the contract was awarded to a group of 33rd degree Masons.

This was too much for one brash Irishman by the name of Mi-
chael, who had succeeded to break through the barriers of Protes-
tant obstinacy to become a successful hotelier in the city.  Furious, 
he went to see Al Smith, saying, “Al, this is the limit.  I am the first 
Irishman to get into the hotel business.  I run the hotel on strictly 
Irish lines.  I never serve meat on Friday, never charge a priest for 
his meals.  I rent the ballroom to the Knights of Columbus for half 
price and charge the Protestants double.  After years of privation, 
something big like this comes along, and you give the contract to 
a bunch of 33rd degree Masons.  How do you explain it?”

Al said to him, “Mike, when will you ever learn?  The only 
time the Irish stand together is for the last gospel at Sunday mass.”

Gentlemen, that concludes my remarks, the toast to the Pres-
ident of the United States.  As the widow of the late Owen Mc-
Givern said, the best speech is a finished speech.

I would like to just take a moment and present to Cardinal 
Dolan this check for $500,000 for the St. Patrick’s Cathedral res-
toration fund.

(Applause)
To disprove Governor Smith’s statement that the Irish don't 

stand together, however, I would like you again to charge your 
glasses, please be upstanding, and join me in the toast to the day 
we celebrate.

(The toast was given.)
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Thank you.
Dr. John Lahey, President of Quinnipiac University.  His biog-

raphy on the Quinnipiac Web site mistakenly gives his place of 
birth as Riverdale.  We all know it’s the Bronx.

John is a graduate of Fordham Prep.  He received his bach-
elor’s and master’s degree in philosophy from the University of 
Dayton and his doctorate in philosophy from the University of 
Miami.  John’s Irish roots are in Counties Clare, Cork, and Kerry.

John is a man of extraordinary accomplishment.  While Quin-
nipiac was founded as a small college in New Haven in 1929, 
today it is fast becoming one of the most important universities in 
the eastern United States.  John has grown the student population 
from 2,000 students when he arrived to over 9,000 today.  In this 
compressed period of time, he started Quinnipiac’s law school in 
1992, the engineering school in 2012, and the medical school and 
Great Hunger Museum in 2013.  This is a remarkable record.

(Applause)
John has been true to his Irish roots.  Not only was he grand 

marshal of the parade in 1997, he served on the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade Committee for the past 25 years, and he has done the play-
by-play for the New York City broadcast media.

Most important to me, though — I’m an aficionado of muse-
ums — John graciously hosted us at the Hunger Museum in East 
Hamden, Connecticut, last spring.  John probably had to skip a 
golf date to be with us that Sunday morning, but he did tell us 
of the need of the Irish in the United States and Canada to pass 
along to succeeding generations the histories of the struggle and 
the famine.  The trustees of Quinnipiac backed him on this, and 
the museum was opened last year.

It’s my honor to welcome Dr. John Lahey to the podium.
DR. JOHN C. LAHEY:  Thank you for that very warm recep-

tion, and thank you, Jack, for that very kind and generous intro-
duction.

The last time I was at this dinner, as Jack mentioned, was in 
1997, when I was the grand marshal.  I told Jack, the President 
of the Friendly Sons, that I know why it has taken so long to in-
vite me back.  All my work on the Irish famine — or, as it’s now 
called, the Great Hunger — is not exactly dinner conversation.  
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He said, “John, we’re fine with the Great Hunger.  We’re wor-
ried about the Great Thirst.”

Of course, our hosts at the Sheraton have taken care of us this 
evening, I’m sure, in that regard.

I want to congratulate this year’s grand marshal, Jack Ahern, 
one of the great labor leaders in this country.

(Applause)
I tell you, when I was grand marshal, my job was not easy.  I 

found out the only way to make that many Irish walk in a straight 
line is to tell them it’s a sobriety test.  Already, our new mayor, 
de Blasio, has gotten more than his share of criticism, like about 
eating his pizza with a knife and a fork.  I couldn’t care less about 
how His Honor eats his pizza, but I would just say to the mayor, 
this crowd will not take it kindly if you drink your Guinness with 
a spoon.

In Mayor de Blasio’s defense, Mike Bloomberg is a tough act 
to follow.  

(Applause)
While he isn’t Irish himself, Mayor Bloomberg has always 

been beloved by the Irish community, probably because he’s a 
little man with a pot of gold.  (Laughter)

Mayor de Blasio decided not to march in the parade this year 
because the gays and lesbian groups are not able to march under 
their own banner.  As Vice Chairman of the Parade Committee, I 
understand his concerns.  I’m sure the Quinnipiac faculty is pre-
paring a vote of no confidence on me right now.

That’s why I decided to accept this speaking invitation.  My de-
fense will be this dinner, especially when I describe it as a roomful 
of 2,000 men who get drunk and friendly with each other.  (Laugh-
ter)

I’m also told that this is the only place where Ray Kelly him-
self gets stopped and frisked.

I also want to acknowledge our Cardinal Dolan, who will be 
speaking later this evening.  

(Applause)
As you know, Cardinal Dolan is a poster boy for how far our 

people have come since the Great Hunger.  (Laughter)
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Forgive me for that one, Your Eminence.  I’m still hoping for 
purgatory, at least.

But Cardinal Dolan has a sharp mind and a quick wit.  You 
may have heard about the time Cardinal Dolan got stopped for 
speeding late one night.  The officer smelled alcohol on Cardinal 
Dolan’s breath and saw an empty wine bottle on the floor of the 
car.  He said, “Sir, have you been drinking.”

“Just water,” said Cardinal Dolan, fingers crossed.  
The officer said, “Then why do I smell wine?”
Cardinal Dolan looks at the bottle and says, “Good Lord, he’s 

done it again!”  (Laughter)
One of the reasons I’m so honored, really, to be here is that this 

event brings my life full-circle.  Some of you know that I grew up 
in the Bronx.  My neighborhood was so Irish that I thought every-
one was Irish, because in my neighborhood they were — the fire-
men, the beat cop, the teacher, the priest.  Even the rabbi was Irish.

That said, when I was a kid, I did have one Italian friend.  His 
name was Pius XII.  

My parents were wonderful.  My father was a bricklayer and 
my mother taught school at St. Margaret’s school, my home par-
ish, for more than 40 years.  We weren’t very well-off.  My father 
used to do odd jobs on the weekends to make a little extra money.  
When I was 6 or 7, I asked to go with him one day.  I watched as 
he mixed the cement and the sand.  I idolized him.  I loved when 
he pointed out all the different buildings that he worked on here 
in New York.  I wanted to be helpful.  But when I tried to hand 
my dad a rag, I stepped in the bucket, and I was hopping around 
trying to get the cement off my shoes and my foot, and I knocked 
his trowel and his level into the cement.

Immediately my father said, “Go sit on that curb over there, 
and don't do a single thing.”

And that’s how I became an academic.  (Laughter)  He worked 
there for hours that day.  He told me, “Just sit there and think.”  
And that’s how I became a philosopher.

This was not the path my teachers expected of me.  I went to 
high school at Fordham Prep, in the Bronx.  Go Rams.  In my 
freshman year, I discovered four things:  tobacco, alcohol, wom-
en, and Scotty’s pool hall on Webster Avenue.  Now, any one of 
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those things could turn you into a failing student, and I pulled a 
royal flush and got into all four.

The headmaster at Fordham Prep at the time was an Irish Jesuit 
priest named Father O’Brien.  He told me I would graduate from 
Fordham Prep over his dead body.

I did end up graduating, and so at this point, I would like to ask 
for a moment of silence for Father O’Brien.  (Laughter)

I’m just kidding.  As far as I know, he’s still with us.
In fact, though, it was nine years after I graduated that I went 

back to visit Father O’Brien.  He asked me, “What have you been 
up to?”

I said, “Well, Father, I just earned my Ph.D. in philosophy.”
Without missing a beat, he said, “I always knew you were go-

ing to do well, John.  I never told you.”
I said, “Father, I can attest to the latter.”
To my great surprise, a few weeks ago, the new president of 

Fordham Prep got in touch with me, Father Chris Devron, who, 
I’m delighted to say, is here with us this evening.

He said, “Dr. Lahey, I’m calling because I see here you were at 
the top of your class.”

I said, “Father, I think you’re holding that list upside down.”
For the past 27 years, I have been the president of Quinnipiac 

University, which makes me one of the longest-serving presidents 
in the country.  As has been mentioned by Jack, in that time we 
added a law school, a nursing school, a medical school.  We even 
have a nationally recognized polling institute that I started.  All 
the spokesmen for the polls are Irishmen — Tim Malloy, Mickey 
Carroll.  But I have to confess, the numbers are crunched by a guy 
named Doug Schwartz.  Could you imagine if I had let the Irish 
run the entire poll?  The margin of error wouldn’t be in points; it 
would be in pints.

Among the many things I am proud of from my time at Quin-
nipiac University, the most relevant tonight is our Ireland’s Great 
Hunger Museum.  I’ve been proud, as Jack said, to welcome del-
egations from the Friendly Sons to visit the museum.  I certainly 
would extend an invitation to all of you to hopefully someday visit 
that wonderful museum.  We have the largest collection anywhere 
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in the world of art and educational materials related to Ireland’s 
Great Hunger.

But the museum would not have been possible without a gen-
erous gift from the son of two Jewish immigrants from Poland, the 
late Murray Lender of Lender’s Bagels.  Murray saw more clear-
ly than many of us the similarity between the Jewish and Irish 
suffering and immigrant experiences.  Murray Lender knew what 
I know:  that the story of the famine needs to be told, and told 
accurately, to correct historical misrepresentations of this terrible 
tragedy.

Growing up Irish, we have all heard about what happened 
during the famine, about the potato blight and the millions of Irish 
who suffered and died or were forced to leave Ireland.  Indeed, 
during the years of the famine, this very Society, the Friendly 
Sons, cancelled your annual dinners during those years and sent 
the money back to Ireland.  

(Applause)
What rarely gets accurately discussed is how, because of Brit-

ish indifference, food that might have saved the Irish people was 
being exported out of Ireland during all the years of the famine.  
Like most preventable tragedies, it was the result of ignorance and 
a callous disregard for human life.  And the only way to prevent 
those atrocities in the future from happening is through education.

When I was grand marshal of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, I 
spoke about this problem.  In 1997, on the 150th anniversary of 
Black ’47, the worst year of the famine, the parade in New York 
City stopped at 12 noon for its first-ever moment of silence.

But while the Great Hunger could stop the parade, it could not 
stop the will of the Irish.  There are two sides of the famine, not 
just the tragedy in Ireland, but the good fortune of America, and 
New York in particular.  One and a half million people died in Ire-
land during the Great Hunger, but millions more emigrated, par-
ticularly to America and New York City.  Almost all Irish-Ameri-
cans can trace our origins back to the Great Hunger.

In my case, it was my grandfather, Daniel Lahey, my father’s 
father, who came here as a kid.  His father, my great-grandfather, 
Michael Lahey, was actually born during the famine, in the town 
of Rossmore, just ten miles from Tralee.  A proud Kerryman, he 
survived the famine.  Then he got married and had a couple of 
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children, and decided that there were not enough opportunities for 
his family in Ireland and, like so many others, he left.  Initially he 
made his way to Canada and then, soon thereafter, to New York 
City.  

Let us never forget, the Irish built this nation and this city.  
We built the canals and the railroads.  We expanded the Catholic 
church into the most influential church in America.  We created 
the parochial school system.  We answered the call to service in 
the military, fire departments, and police departments.  We were 
elected to city government.  We built the unions and became the 
union leaders, like our grand marshal Jack Ahern.

Then we moved into corporate America and even reached the 
nation’s highest office.  

Our ancestors came to this country with a desire for freedom 
and opportunity and a better life for them and their families.  They 
were not hungry for potatoes, but for prosperity, not thirsty for 
Guinness, but for greatness.

Even though Quinnipiac is not a Catholic school, our Latin 
motto might well be Irish:  “Qui Transtulit Sustinet,” “He who 
transplants sustains.”

Tonight I stand before a room full of transplants and the de-
scendants of transplants, who trace their roots from Limerick to 
Longford, Mayo to Meath, Kerry to Kildare, and every county in 
between.

PARTICIPANT:  Hear! Hear!
DR. LAHEY:  I know we have found the way to sustain our 

Irish heritage and our Irish values.
Tonight as you enjoyed a meal our ancestors could only dream 

of, I hope that, like me, you are grateful and proud to be Irish and 
that you always remember our American dream started with an 
Irish hunger. 

God bless the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, God bless the Irish, 
and God bless the United States of America.

(Applause)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Doctor, this year the Charities Com-

mittee of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick wants to make a small 
gift for the operating expenses of the Great Hunger Museum.  I’m 
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happy to present you with a check from the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of St. Patrick.

(Applause)
Gentlemen, please charge your glasses.  Please be upstanding.  

To the United States.
(The toast was given.)
Please be seated.
I like that you’re all so obedient.  In the Midwest, Sister Blanche 

Marie had one of those little clickers, and you knew when to stand 
up and kneel.  Sister Blanche Marie is still alive, a Dominican, 
and she’s practicing law in Michigan.  They were the Adrian Do-
minicans of Michigan.  I used to have to sit every day in the back 
of St. Dominic’s Church with Sister Blanche Marie because of 
deportment.

Cardinal Dolan is a man who has toiled selflessly in the vine-
yard of the Lord.  Being of Midwestern stock, it’s probably more 
apt to say that he has worked tirelessly in the Lord’s fields of hops, 
wheat, and barley.  My wife and I had a wonderful introduction to 
the less official side of Cardinal Dolan when he was interviewed 
on satellite radio last summer as we drove up to the Adirondacks.  
We learned from the interview that he is a man of particular culi-
nary tastes.  When asked what his favorite food was, he replied, 
“Pie.”  What kind of pie, one might ask.  “Cherry or peach, but I 
really prefer cherry.”

The show proceeded with the Cardinal taking calls and answer-
ing questions.  When one of the announcers gleefully said, “Hold 
on.  We have a special call-in guest on the line, your mother,” the 
Cardinal exclaimed, “Jeez, where’s the mute button?”

I will note that the periodic interviews with the Archbishop at 
that time were started by Cardinal Dolan’s predecessor, Edward 
Cardinal Egan, a wiz at the new social media.

Timothy Cardinal Dolan was born the first of five children in 
1950.  His education was at Holy Infant School, where he was 
taught by the Sisters of Mercy of Drogheda, County Meath, a 
group of nuns who emigrated to the United States in 1956.  He 
remained in close contact with the sisters, several of whom were 
present at his ordination and one of whom was present at his in-
stallation as bishop.
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When young Tim was in first grade — and my source materials 
are impeccable — one of the sisters asked him which of the Saints 
Timothy he was named after.  He was perplexed.  Unable to come 
up with an answer, upon returning home, he asked his mother.  
His mother replied, “We were only thinking of your grandfather, 
Timothy, and believe me, he was no saint.”

A lot has happened in the intervening years since 2009.  
Then-Archbishop Dolan was named President of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops, a position which he served in from 2010 
to 2013.  He was elevated to the College of Cardinals in February 
2012.

We are indeed privileged to have two cardinals on the dais this 
evening.

I recall a late-afternoon conversation I had with Father Joe 
McShane when he was President of Scranton University.  We were 
looking out at the sun setting over a coal pile in eastern Appala-
chia.  I asked him what his greatest challenge was as a university 
president, to which he quickly replied, “Deferred maintenance.”

Yes, you did.  And you have a better memory than me.
Well, Cardinal Dolan himself is no stranger to this issue.  On 

March 17, 2012, he announced a $175 million project for the res-
toration of St. Patrick’s Cathedral.  Led by Past President Mark 
Codd, Almoner John Fitzsimons, Treasurer Tom Sullivan, the So-
ciety of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick made that pledge for half 
a million dollars to the project at our meeting in January 2013.  

Gentlemen, if you’re guessing where I’m going with this, yes, 
there will be a second collection.

I am honored to invite His Eminence Cardinal Timothy Mi-
chael Patrick Dolan to the podium.

(Applause)
CARDINAL DOLAN:  Thank you.  Thank you, gentlemen, for 

that extraordinarily warm welcome.
Ah, but I’m no fool.  I know that you’re only happy to see me 

because when you all get home much later this evening, you can 
say to your wife, “Honey, settle down.  I was with the Cardinal all 
evening.”  I am the best alibi around.  

Cardinal Egan and Bishop Walsh and Bishop Dimarzio and 
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Bishop Murphy and Bishop Cisneros are here as well.
Mr. Walton, Ambassador Kilkenny, so many brother priests, 

and friendly Friendly Sons of St. Patrick indeed, I am very grate-
ful for the gracious invitation and your extraordinarily warm wel-
come.

To start this beautiful day with the holy sacrifice of the mass 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, to view the parade for four hours out in 
the cold, to greet old friends and to make so many new ones, and 
to conclude with the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick — what else do 
I need?  Unless somebody has a couple aspirins and an Alka-Selt-
zer.

Gentlemen, in all seriousness, you have to know how deep-
ly grateful I am for your very generous contribution to the no-
ble cause of the repair and restoration of our cathedral.  Early 
this morning, I met with Jack and with Mark Codd and Matt Mc-
Laughlin and John Fitzsimons, all distinguished officers of our 
Friendly Sons.  They gave me the good news of this check for a 
half-million dollars.  Hear this grateful archbishop say thank you 
very much.  But I couldn’t think of a more appropriate group for 
that gift to come from, could you, then the Friendly Sons of St. 
Patrick?  Thank you very much.

The campaign has gone all right.  It’s about $180 million, and 
we’re about halfway there, a little farther, thanks to all of you.

I have to tell you my favorite St. Patrick story.  When I got 
here and when the different clergy of all the different religions 
so thoughtfully hosted a luncheon for me, the rector of Christ 
Church Methodist on Park Avenue stood up to propose a toast, 
but he started by saying, “Archbishop, I’m very jealous of you.”  
I said, “Uh-oh.”

He said, “It seems like we had a benefactor come in from Phil-
adelphia to give me a million dollars, and when he got in the cab at 
Penn Station, he told the cabbie to take him to Christ Church and 
the cabbie drove him to St. Patrick’s Cathedral.”

The gentleman from the back said, “Cabbie, I asked you to 
take me to Christ Church.  This is not Christ Church.  This is St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral.”

The cabbie said, “Listen, buster, I don't  know a thing about 
religion.  All I know, here in New York, this is where Christ lives.  
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All right?”  (Laughter)
What a grand crowd you are this evening, and how honored I 

am to be a part of it.
Commissioner Ray Kelly, what a joy to see you.  Isn’t it?
(Applause)
Way to go.
It was a little touching when I came.  How things have changed.  

There was Commissioner Kelly out in the front arguing with a cop 
who had just ticketed his car.  You know how things have changed.

One of the many contributions of Commissioner Kelly is the 
great diversity that he brought to the police department.  Fifty 
years ago, diversity in the New York City Police Department 
meant that there were as many guys from County Tipperary as 
there were from County Mayo.  Now how things have changed.

You know who else is here, I’m happy to see?  Rob Astorino, 
the county executive.  Rob, you think the odds are against you; 
you should have been in my place in the conclave in the Sistine 
Chapel this time last year, when folks thought I had a chance.  
(Laughter)

You think you’ve got trouble with name recognition?  When 
I was walking through the entranceway coming here, somebody 
yelled out, “Look, honey, Governor Christie.”  Now, this is bad.  
(Laughter)

You’ve got to admit a little nostalgia, don't you?  Remember 
when the Irish ran all the politics in New York City?  Remember 
that?  And what have we got now?  We’ve got Astorino.  We’ve 
got Cuomo.  We’ve got de Blasio.  We’ve come from Tammany 
Hall to Mama Leone’s.  Good Lord, we Irish used to argue about 
jobs and rent and immigration, and these three guys argue about 
whose mom’s lasagna recipe is the best.

Rob, whatever happens, we admire you very much.  We appre-
ciate your company this evening.

You’re not going to be surprised that my toast this evening 
talks about faith.  Jack was kind enough to refer to the wonderful 
Irish sisters who taught me in grade school.  I owe them so much.  
One of them, who taught me in second, fourth, and fifth grades, 
Sister Mary Bosco, is still alive.  She’s still teaching Bible and 
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catechism in Kiltegan in Ireland.  I just got a note from her.  She 
was a little down in the dumps, Sister Bosco was.  She teaches 
9-year-olds the Bible, and she had given them a test and the kids 
didn’t do that well.  She shared some of the answers with me, 
and I thought you might be interested in how Sister Mary Bosco’s 
9-year-olds did.

She asked them what the first book of the Bible was, and one of 
them said, “It’s Guinnesses.  The first book of the Bible is Guin-
nesses.  After six days of work, God had some and then took the 
Sabbath off.”  I don't know what’s going on here.

She told them about Lot’s wife and asked about it on the test.  
One of them responded, “Lot’s wife was a pillar of salt by day, but 
a ball of fire at night.”

Get this one:  Sampson slayed the Philistines with the ax of the 
apostles.

One of the poor kids had a little trouble with spelling.  She had 
tried to teach them the difference between the Jews and the gen-
tiles.  The guy said, “The Jews were a proud people, and through-
out history, they had a lot of trouble with unsympathetic genitals.”

Poor sister.  My Lord.
“The Egyptians,” one of them wrote, “were all drowned in the 

desert, and afterwards, Moses went up on Mount Sinai to get the 
Ten Amendments.” 

She asked them about the commandments.  She asked about 
the fourth commandment.  One of the kids said, “Humor your 
father and your mother.”

She asked about the sixth commandment, and one of the kids 
said, “Thou shalt not admit adultery.”

She taught them about Joshua.  Remember how he stopped the 
sun, s-u-n, and won the battle?  This kid said, “The greatest mira-
cle in the Bible is when Joshua told his teenage son to stand still, 
and the kid obeyed him.”

What about St. Paul?  “St. Paul,” this fourth-grade said, “ca-
vorted to Christianity.” 

“He preached holy acrimony, which is just another name for 
marriage.”

“Christians have only one spouse,” another one says, “and this 
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is called monotony.”
Poor Sister Bosco.
“Hail, glorious St. Patrick, dear saint of our isle/To us thy poor 

children be gracious a while/We pray to thee high in the mansions 
above/On Erin's green valleys to look down in love.”

Let me get down to just a bit of business this evening, gentle-
men, and fulfill the task so thoughtfully given to me as I reply to 
the toast on the day we celebrate.

The day we celebrate happens to be a holy day, a feast day, the 
heavenly birthday of the patron of the country which gave us our 
DNA, our character, our names, and our families, the patron of 
this great archdiocese and of the cathedral which proudly bears 
his name.  

“Hail glorious St. Patrick, thy words were once strong/Against 
Satan’s wiles and a heretic throng/Not less in thy might where in 
Heaven thou art/Oh, come to our aid and in our battle take part!”

The day we celebrate, gentlemen, is St. Patrick’s Day.  Citi-
zen of the Roman Empire, a Christian, kidnapped, in slavery in 
Ireland, a shepherd, a slave, then an escapee and a refugee.  Back 
home to England, a priest, a bishop, a missionary, an apostle, an 
evangelist.  Back to the island, once his jail and now his pulpit 
and his altar, setting as his goal to convert the captors who had 
enchanted him, to convert, yes, to Jesus and his church, but to 
convert, to turn the people of Ireland from their dark side, which 
he had experienced firsthand, to their bright side, which he had 
also seen.

He had seen their dark side indeed — their violence and their 
temper, their revenge and their savagery, their primitive rawness.  
But he had seen their bright side — their tenderness, their laugh-
ter, their loyalty, their resilience, and their sense of the divine.

The reign of darkness he had seen in slavery in Ireland, as he 
himself had once been in shackles and as most of Ireland’s folk 
were treated as chattel, as property, less than human, as slaves.  
He tapped into the reign of light he had seen twinkle in their eyes 
as he preached a God who had freed all of us from slavery to sin, 
Satan, and selfishness, a God who made us his children, worthy of 
dignity, respect, and freedom.  The dark side of Ireland he beheld 
in the raw, primitive practice of human sacrifice that was prevalent 
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at the time in Ireland, as it was custom to kill children, women, 
and the weak in sacrifice to numberless gods whose ire needed 
balm.

So St. Patrick preached a gospel of one true God whose own 
son had offered the ultimate sacrifice on a hill called, not Tara or 
Slane, but Calvary, the only sacrifice now ever needed.

Patrick saw darkness as clans fought with brute, raw violence, 
each trying to outdo the other in sadism, each driven by revenge 
and the inability to forgive and forget, and he coaxed them to be-
lieve in a savior who had preached love, forgiveness, and recon-
ciliation.  

He saw people of faith indeed, but a strange faith, misplaced 
in hundreds of false gods, pagan gods, identified with nature and 
spells and superstition.  He taught a one true God, revealed in his 
thought, alive in his spirit, accessible in his church, hinted at in the 
shamrock, the well, the rock, the hill, the mountain, whose Good 
Friday was evident in long winters and whose Easter was radiant 
in sunrise and spring and summer and lush green meadows and 
turf fire and new harvests.

And light, my friends, the light of Christ, the light lit by Patrick 
prevailed in Ireland.

“In the war against sin and the fight for the faith/Dear Saint, 
may thy children resist to the death/Their strength be in meekness 
and penance and prayer/Their banner the Cross, which they glory 
to bear.”

Ireland’s light of faith, the light of Christ given by Patrick, 
in the hearth of Holy Mother Church, then reignited the fading 
embers of dying truth in Europe, as Patrick’s spiritual sons and 
daughters reclaimed the continent for the Lord.

And Ireland’s light of faith was tested, wasn’t it, by centuries 
of oppression by their neighbor, who at first took only property — 
home, crops, freedom — but then tried to take their faith, which 
only made the Irish more tenacious in clinging to that pearl of 
great price.

Even the nature that they once had wrongly worshipped but 
then rightly cherished turned on them to ruin their potato crop and 
bring a famine, felling a third of their folk, as with a moistened 
eye and swollen bellies, they came in ships called coffins here, 
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with nothing in pocket or tummy, but a soul still afire, as lit by 
St. Patrick, to be met by a man named John from a county called 
Tyrone, who saw in them not the dirt, the disease, the drunken-
ness and misdeeds the elite class of New York stereotyped, but 
the dignity, the loyalty, the resilience, and faith that Patrick had 
earlier unleashed.  This man named John Hughes, whose cross 
I proudly wear this evening, assured them that they were now at 
home, they were free, they were Catholic, they had rights, they 
could hold their heads high, they should never forget Ireland, they 
could build a cathedral, and they should pause every March 17th.

“Thy people, now exiles on many a shore/Shall love and revere 
thee till time be no more/The fire thou hast kindled shall ever burn 
bright/Its warmth undiminished, undying its light.”

Hail, glorious St. Patrick.  It’s his day we celebrate, brothers, 
and gladly we do, for the pride of the Irish is still found in ever 
so few.  On earth our faith sustains us, our true home in heaven, 
where our ancestors have met, for God and St. Patrick, may we 
never forget.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day.
(Applause)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Dr. Lahey, Your Eminence Cardinal 

Dolan, gentlemen, that concludes the 230th anniversary meeting of 
the Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick.  Thank you both 
very, very much for being here and gracing us with your presence.

(Adjourned:  9:44 p.m.)
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REGULAR STATED MEETING 

held at

The Princeton Club

New York, New York

May 5, 2014

The Regular Stated Meeting of the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of Saint Patrick in the City of New York, held on Monday 
May 5, 2014, at The Princeton Club, 15 West 43rd Street, New 
York City, was called to order by the President of the Society, John 
C. Walton.

PRESIDENT JOHN C. WALTON:  Gentlemen, please take 
your seats.  There are some seats up here towards the front.

Gentlemen, I call to order the May meeting of the Society of 
the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the City of New York.  I invite 
our Glee Club Director, Kevin Faughey, to lead the Society in the 
singing of “The Hail of the Friendly Sons.”

(“The Hail of the Friendly Sons” was performed by the Glee 
Club.)

PRESIDENT WALTON:  I would now ask Father O’Connell 
please to come up and lead us in grace.

FR. MARK O’CONNELL:  In the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Almighty God, we thank you for bringing us together as we 
commemorate the name of St. Patrick.  We ask you to make his 
spirit present among us.  We also ask You to bless us and to bless 
the food which we are about to receive from the bountiful hands 
of Christ, your Son, and our Lord.  Amen.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you very much.
Gentlemen, enjoy your dinner.  The formal part of our presen-

tation will continue after dinner is served.  Thank you.
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(Dinner was served.)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, while we are being 

served, I think it is apropos that we start the rest of our meeting 
right now.

I would like to recognize our Secretary, John Coleman, for the 
purpose of reading the minutes of the January meeting.

PARTICIPANT:  Hear, hear, let them be read.
PARTICIPANT:  Mr. President, I recommend that we dispense 

with the reading of the minutes and accept them into the record.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Do I hear a second?
PARTICIPANT:  Second.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  All in favor?
(Chorus of ayes)
The motion is carried.
Now I would like to recognize Tom Sullivan, our Treasurer, to 

render his report.
MR. THOMAS H. SULLIVAN:  Thank you, Mr. President, 

and fellow Friendly Sons.
Dovetailing on my last report due in the beginning of January, 

the cash on hand as of that time was $172,261.  Since then our 
receipts for the period from January 1 through April 30, primarily 
from dinner subscriptions and dues, came to $591,391.

In addition, we have transferred $200,000 from the capital 
fund, primarily to fund the gift to the Archdiocesan and building 
project for Saint Patrick’s Cathedral.

(Applause)
It is great to hear your applause.
The total, therefore, of the cash on hand and the receipts since 

my last report comes to $963,652.  Our disbursements for the 
same period came to $536,723, leaving on hand as of April 30th 
in the general fund $426,929.

However, I must point out that the checks outstanding for the 
payment of the bills that we have incurred in connection with the 
dinner come to $298,384.  So a realistic snapshot of the cash avail-
able going forward is $128,545 in the general fund.
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The market value in our capital fund as of April 30th came to 
$2,552,218.

Gentlemen, that concludes my report.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you, Tom.
(Applause)
May I entertain a motion to approve Tom’s report?
MEMBER:  So moved.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Second?
MEMBER:  Second.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  All in favor?
(Chorus of ayes) 
It is now my sad duty to report the names of the members who 

have passed away since our last meeting:  the Reverend John W. 
Lennon, Arthur J. Dunne Jr., Gerald E. McCarthy, Donald P. Duff, 
Lawrence Cullen, Joseph Quinlan, Robert J. Walsh, and The Most 
Reverend William J. McCormick.

A committee will be appointed to prepare suitable memorials 
to be published in our yearbook.  If any of you know the deceased 
members, please contact our Historian, Michael Doyle.

I would ask you know to please observe a moment of silent in 
memory of our deceased members.

(Moment of silence.)
Thank you, gentlemen.
Lawrence Cooke, who is the head of our Admissions Commit-

tee, has hazardous duty this evening in Las Vegas, where he is on 
a case, so I will render the report for the Admissions Committee.

The following members were elected to the Society at the May 
5th meeting, and we recommend the admission of the following 
individuals to Active Membership:  William Brody, Ryan Campi, 
Michael Conway, Kenneth Craig, Casey Cunniffe, Robert Cum-
mins, Steve Elvin, Liam Galvin, James Hennnelly, Thomas Hig-
gins, William Joyce, David Keefe, Jr., Oran Kennedy, William 
Lee III, Austin McCann Jr., Terrence McCormick, David McGill, 
David Showers, Edward F. Smith, Edward A. Smith, Kevin P. 
Smith, Edmund J. Smyth, and Justin A. Thornton.  It was a good 
year for the Smiths and Smythes.  (Laughter)
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The Committee also recommends the following for Life Mem-
bership:  Patrick Duff.

May I have a motion to approve the membership of these mem-
bers?

MEMBER:  So moved.
MEMBER:  Second.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  All in favor?
(Chorus of ayes)
Seeing that John Waldron is not present, the head of the Char-

ities Committee, I will dispense with his report.  We will report it 
to you via email.

It is now my duty, under our bylaws, to propose a Nominating 
Committee to recommend to the membership those to serve as 
officers of the Society and voted upon at the Annual Meeting in 
November.  I hereby designate the following members to serve on 
the Nominating Committee:  Thomas O’Brien, Al Smith IV, Vic 
Ziminsky, Bob Reilly, Ray Teatum, Peter Scales, William O’Ha-
gan, John Queenan, and as Chairman of the Committee Past Pres-
ident Mark Codd.

May I have a motion to move the preceding as the Nominating 
Committee?

PARTICIPANT:  So moved.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Second?
PARTICIPANT:  Second.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  All in favor?
(Chorus of ayes)
Now we can get down to listening to our invited guest, who has 

come across the Atlantic to speak with us this evening.
I have entertained quite a few phone calls from people who 

wanted to know how I became aware of Baroness Blood and her 
work.  The answer is really quite simple.  My sister met Brian 
Dickie at Harvard and they got married two years after that.  Bri-
an has been a big supporter of the Integrated Education Fund in 
Northern Ireland.

Brian was president of Booz-Allen in the United States and he 
is a partner at Investcorp.  But I know him for his humor.  I like 
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to talk about humor.  Brian visited Oxford with Sue and Jeanette 
and I, and he said to us — we were visiting, I think it was Balliol 
— and he said, “If I stand in one place too long, a development 
officer will appear out of the woodwork.”  Wouldn’t you know?  
We were there in this great room where they had their dinners, and 
somebody comes trotting down, “Oh, Brian Dickie, so lovely to 
see you.”  You know, they know where the bacon is.

May Blood grew up in a working-class area of Belfast, and 
the richness of family life and strong sense of community were 
compensating for the lack of material possessions.  At the age of 
fourteen, she became a mill worker and eventually got involved 
in the trade union movement, struggling to improve the working 
conditions and advance the role of women.

The advent of the Troubles in Northern Ireland was a deeply 
traumatic experience for her.  Brought up in a mixed community, 
she watched in disbelief and horror as that community disintegrat-
ed under the impact of inter-communal strife.

She became increasingly involved in grassroots community 
work and an active participant in developing the peace process.

In 1999, in recognition of her years of trade union and commu-
nity endeavors, May Blood was offered a life peerage and a seat in 
the House of Lords.  Her initial response was to decline the offer.  
Nevertheless she took her seat, knowing that her work could be 
fulfilled as a baroness.

She has lived to see an end of the Troubles but a society still 
deeply divided and one still needing undiminished energy and 
commitment.

May is the campaign chair of the Integrated Education Fund 
in Northern Ireland, a position she has held since 2002.  She has 
helped raise over $20 million to support the development and 
growth of integrated schools where children of all faiths, or none, 
are educated together in an environment where religious and cul-
tural diversity is celebrated and encouraged.

In the United States, organizations such as the American Ireland 
Fund and the Irish American Partnership have been longstanding 
supporters of the  work of the Integrated Education Fund.  Suc-
cessive U.S. administrations and peace envoys have also proved 
to be passionate advocates of integrated education and the wider 
societal benefits that it has proved to bring.
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It is my great honor to welcome Baroness Blood to the podium.
(Applause)
BARONESS MAY BLOOD:  I just say now it is a great priv-

ilege to have many men stand up and clap for me — (Laughter) 
— and not run in the other direction.

First of all, I want to thank Jack for inviting me here tonight.  
When I first heard of the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick, my mind 
went back to a couple of years ago in the House of Lords.  A group 
of us had gotten together to celebrate Saint Patrick’s Day.  I was 
asked to speak at one of the events that was taking place.  

I said then, “Here is really stunning news.  There are three 
things in Northern Ireland that everybody agrees on, and that is 
stunning news.  That really is.  What are the three things?  One 
is that both communities think God is on their side — whatever 
side it is.  The second thing is that we all believe Saint Patrick is 
our Saint.  And the third thing was we all love George Mitchell.  
Those are the three things that in Northern Ireland we all agree 
about.”

(Applause)
It is a real privilege to be here tonight and just tell you some-

thing about myself, and also something about the work that we are 
involved in back in Northern Ireland.  I know many of you, from 
speaking to some of you earlier, take a great interest in what is 
happening in Ireland, and in Northern Ireland in particular.

Jack is quite right.  Very often when I am introduced I have to 
say it takes me back to a couple of years ago.  I heard a previous 
Archbishop of Canterbury say that he was introduced one night to 
speak and while the man was introducing him, he was saying two 
prayers, one for the man who was telling the lies and himself for 
enjoying them.  (Laughter)

Coming from my background — and I want to just say a little 
bit about my own personal background and then talk to you a little 
bit about integrated education and what that actually means and 
why we are trying to get into the psyche of Northern Ireland that 
the way forward is to be together.

I met someone the other day, and they said to me, “We are so 
pleased that you work for both communities.”  I don’t consider it 
that — Northern Ireland is one community, and I work for both, 
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and I work for all.  There is underachievement in education, there 
is poverty, there is a whole host of things pertaining to both com-
munities.  So, therefore, I don’t make any division.

My own background:  As Jack has said, I was born into a work-
ing-class family in the middle of Belfast.  I am proud to be Belfast 
born, as you have guessed by my accent.  I was born into a family 
of seven.  My mom and dad (inaudible).

Housing conditions:  no such a thing as hot water, certainly no 
such a thing as a bathroom.  I’m on record as saying “go into the 
toilet” meant going on safari.  (Laughter)

But I grew up in a house where the principles of the labor 
movement were talked about every day.  My father would not 
have had a great thing for Christian principles; in many ways my 
father probably would have pretended to be a communist.  But he 
reared his family to believe that people were people and it didn’t 
make any difference.

I was born into an area where nobody had anything more than 
anybody else.  I was saying earlier today one of my earliest expe-
riences was, just after the Second World War — and I was born 
just fourteen months before the Second World War broke out, I 
tell everybody, “It wasn’t my fault, honestly,” because in Northern 
Ireland people were saying it was.

My earliest memory of that time was just after the end of the 
Second World War.  The good folk in America sent over large 
boxes of red apples to schoolchildren in Northern Ireland.  I was 
born into a mixed area, as Jack has said, Protestants and Catholics 
living side by side in a working-class area, very poor.  When we 
were told to go to the school, myself and the Catholic boy who 
lived facing me, we went to the school in the Protestant area and 
we got two apples each.  Then we came home and we went to his 
school in the Falls Road and we got two more apples.

That’s the way life was in those days, and I grew up in that 
atmosphere.

I left school at the age of fourteen with very little qualifica-
tions.  In fact, my only qualification that I remember — before I 
left school, the assistant principal sent for me and she said to me, 
“You’re a hussy and you’ll never be anything else.”  I ran all the 
way home.  I thought it was a compliment.  (Laughter)
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Of course, when I got home things were different.
I was born into that kind of an atmosphere.  I went to work in 

the mill, as Jack has said.  I went to work in the mill for a fortnight.  
My mother had gotten a job in an office, which, when I was a wee 
girl, was quite a prestige thing.  The women worked at home in 
those days, if they even got work.  I went to work in the mill for a 
fortnight and I stayed thirty-eight years.  I loved the mill.

Anybody who has ever worked in a linen mill will tell you the 
same thing.  It was a community within of a community.  Once 
we went through the mill gate we were one.  There was only one 
enemy in the mill, and that was the guy in the white coat.  That 
really was true.

I say this again just for fun.  I worked in a room of ninety-eight 
women and two men.   As I travel around, I speak to many wom-
en’s groups and they talk about sexual harassment.  I say to them, 
“You don’t know what you’re talking about.  We harassed those 
two men and it was great fun.”  (Laughter)

I met someone recently after the mill was closed from those 
years.  I met him recently and I could still see the fear in his eyes, 
which I think wasn’t a bad thing.  (Laughter)

But as I say, when I was thirty-one years of age, the area I lived 
in absolutely disintegrated.  Protestants and Catholics had lived 
side-by-side all their lives, and we were told as Protestants that the 
neighbors next-door were the enemy.  I couldn’t figure that out.  
When did they become the enemy?  What had they done to make 
them the enemy?  What was happening?  And we were told we 
were not to associate with them because they were Catholics and 
they were going to come and shoot all the Protestants.

Being a good trade unionist, I formed a committee to try and 
save the area.  We thought if we got a committee together we 
could solve this problem.  The problem was much bigger than we 
were.  

In two short years, that area fell into the most appalling trou-
bles.  People started to barricade themselves into their own streets.  
When I went to work in the morning I had to climb over the barri-
cades and when I came back at night I had to climb back.

The other thing is people very often portray those days as Prot-
estants and Catholics at each other throats.  On a Saturday morn-
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ing where I lived there was a main road.  The Catholic community, 
more or less, had gone to that side; the Protestant community was 
living on this side.  Protestant women used to go up to the bar-
ricades and the Catholic women used to hand a note over with 
money, and we did all their shopping and took it back and handed 
it over the barricades.  That’s how much we were enemies.  

People at that stage didn’t know what was going on.  For me it 
was really a dreadful experience.  I couldn’t understand.

Just to cut a long story short, one night the Protestant bully 
boys came to burn our Catholic neighbors out.  My dad went out 
and said, “Now, come on, boys.  This woman isn’t doing you any 
harm.  She’s only rearing a family.”  They went away quite happy.  
They came back a fortnight later and burned us out because we 
then became the enemy in our own community.  That was a dread-
ful experience for me.  I never could get my mind around that.  

Of course, at that time you had to live in Belfast to know what 
it was like.  Unfortunately at that time, the Troubles took hold, and 
we moved out and I moved into a more or less ghetto because we 
couldn’t get a house anywhere else.  I still live there.

I found myself an enemy within my own community because I 
never quite could understand how ordinary working people, Prot-
estant or Catholic, could be enemies.  And the whole Troubles, it 
was unbearable.  

So all my life, in the last forty years, I have attempted to try 
and redress some of that, to try and bring communities together.  

I live about 200 yards from the Belfast Peace Wall.  I have to 
tell you, at the height of the Troubles, women found their way 
round that wall and worked together for the good of both com-
munities. 

I said to Jack earlier, if the true story of Northern Ireland ever 
comes to be written, it will have to be largely about women.  They 
held the line in the very darkest days of the Troubles.

(Applause)
But it is a real privilege to speak to you tonight and to tell you 

it’s not all doom and gloom.  Of course, a lot of bad things hap-
pened in Northern Ireland during those forty years, and there’s 
no denying that.  I’ve seen some of the most appalling sights and 
many times I had my life threatened.  One time I had acid poured 
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over my car and a note left saying, “It’s your car this time” — just 
because you were standing up for your belief that people were 
people and they shouldn’t be treated like this.

That’s the way life was.  It was really, really a dark, dark, dark 
time.  

Now, we should pause and reflect, because for those of you 
who go back to Northern Ireland, I hope you all take the chance to 
go back and see the changes.  

I was speaking to someone earlier about Derry.  You wouldn’t 
recognize Derry today compared to what it was during the Trou-
bles.  Derry has reformed itself and all that.

But we should pause and reflect, because many, many great 
things have come to Northern Ireland in recent times.  

Who would have thought it possible that traditional hard-line 
unionists and republicans, once so bitterly involved in dire con-
flict, would be working together in Stormont in a shared govern-
ment? 

Who would imagine Martin McGuinness, former IRA leader in 
Derry, meeting Her Majesty the Queen?

Or the President of Ireland, Michael D. Higgins, would under-
take an official visit to the United Kingdom?  It was my privilege 
when he came to the House of Lords to be his greeter.  It really 
was a real privilege.  Michael D.’s visit to England and to Lon-
don couldn’t have been more successful.  That’s a real sign of the 
times.

But all of this would have been unimaginable a few years ago.  
In fact, if you had suggested it five years ago, people would have 
said you were on magic mushrooms.  They would not have be-
lieved it would be possible.

These are times of great change in Northern Ireland.  But they 
are also times of great challenge.  Beyond the significance and 
symbolism of political events, we should also look at all the great 
things that are happening.  

Derry was a City of Culture last year — fantastic success.  We 
had the staging of the MTV European Music Awards.  We have 
had the Irish Open Golf Tournament at Royal Portrush.  We had 
the World Fire and Police Games.  Even this weekend, we have 
the Giro d’Italia bike race starting in Northern Ireland and going 
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across the province.
Hosting such national and international events would never 

have been possible — even thought of — four or five years ago.  
So there are good things happening in Northern Ireland.

Such developments don’t happen by accident, of course.  
They’re really hard work.  You folks who are involved in charities 
all know just how hard that work is.  It has been a really collective 
effort by many people back home, including our politicians, but 
also including people at the community level.  All these things are 
political and diplomatically, I hope, are being worked out.

Jobs are beginning to come back to Northern Ireland.  Young 
people are beginning to get some hope.  And that’s good, because 
I’ve always believed if we get a young person a job, with perhaps 
the money for a little house and a car at the door, they are well on 
their way to making their life.

I was saying earlier at our table I work among young people, 
sixteen years of age, who can’t even read and write.  Yet we’re 
told that Northern Ireland has the best education system in the 
world.  What happened to these young people?  They leave school 
at fifteen and can’t read and write.  That’s a disgrace on any ser-
vice, particularly education.

But the most frightening fact of these young people is that 
many of them are already parents, and so that’s passed on to an-
other generation and another generation.  We’re working with that.

But as I say, these things wouldn’t have happened without a lot 
of effort by a lot of people.  Of course, I want to say here tonight 
that a lot of this would never have happened without the support 
of successive United States administrations.  

Those in Irish-America, many in this room tonight, have col-
lectively given your support to what’s happening back in North-
ern Ireland.  You should be proud of the fact that you’ve been 
involved in that.  

There has been enormous solidarity and support from the Unit-
ed States, and the achievement of peace could not have happened 
— could not have happened — without the help of people like Bill 
Clinton and his administration, George Mitchell.  The list goes 
on — Richard Haass.  I worked with many of them over the years, 
and all the things that are happening in Northern Ireland then were 
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only a dream; today they’re a reality.  I have to thank you all in this 
room tonight for that.

However, while things are, without doubt, so much better than 
they once were, they aren’t as good as they should be or they 
ought to be.  

Sixteen years on from the Good Friday Agreement, a shared 
government, however welcome, has not created a shared society.  
We have reached a point when we needed to say what we are try-
ing to really do?  Do we really want a shared future for our people 
or do we just want a share in that future?  

One of the things that we’re attempting to do is to make a 
shared future a reality, a new future where the old traditions of 
orange and green no longer continue to dominate.  

We’re just coming up to two elections within a matter of weeks, 
and you see all the stuff that’s going on in the streets at the mo-
ment.  That all plays back into normal family life and into normal 
young people’s lives.

In many ways, Northern Ireland is still a very deeply segregat-
ed community, both politically, in class, and in education.  That is 
what we are working towards.  Community separation and divi-
sion threaten the many giant steps that we have taken in our peace 
process.  We’ve all seen the disruption in our streets in the form of 
the flag protests and the continued threat from the small groups of 
dissident republicans trying to drag us back to the past. 

But I have to tell you tonight it won’t work.  There are more 
good people trying to make a difference than there are trying to 
drag us back.

(Applause)
As Richard Haass, the former U.S. peace envoy and chair of 

the recent All-Party Talks, reflected, he said this at the talks:  “I 
don’t see the society sowing the seeds of normalization, of its own 
unity, if neighborhoods and schools are still divided.”  And he’s 
quite right.  He’s quite right.  

At this time of the year, we have what’s known locally as the 
marching season, when Northern Ireland just goes bananas.  Ev-
ery Saturday there can be a different reason to have trouble on the 
streets.  Yet all this other great stuff is going on alongside of it.

This brings me to why I’m particularly delighted that Jack has 
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asked me to speak here tonight, and it’s my passion in life.  It’s 
integrated education.  

Now, you may say to me, “What the devil is integrated edu-
cation?”  I remember when I first came to America to fund raise.  
We were at a dinner and the guy sitting beside me said, “I didn’t 
know you had blacks and whites in Northern Ireland.”  (Laughter)

I said, “No, no, I’m not talking of blacks and whites.”
“Oh,” he says, “you’re talking about boys and girls?”
I said, “No.  I’m talking about Protestants and Catholics.”
I have to say (inaudible) because I know religion is important 

too, but it is still taught back in Northern Ireland schools.  It’s part 
of the curriculum — and part of every school, not just Catholic 
schools.  Every school on the curriculum teaches religion.  

But I am passionate about integrated education.  I’ll tell you 
why.  I believed for many, many years that integrated education 
was only for the people who lived in the leafy greens of Belfast 
and could afford such (inaudible).  

When I got the title, I was invited — and I have been invited 
ninety times since — to prize giving.  You’re cheap, you’re free, 
you’re available, and so you’re there.  I was invited to a prize 
giving.

I went along to an integrated school, which was on the North 
Belfast peace line, one of the most notorious areas in Belfast — in 
fact, in Northern Ireland.  I witnessed there kids from the Shankill, 
kids from North Belfast, from (inaudible), all being educated to-
gether.  It absolutely blew my mind.  

I had the opportunity to visit the school and see what was ac-
tually happening on the Peace Lines in North Belfast.  I realized 
then that children coming from working-class areas could be edu-
cated and learn from one another — disadvantaged and polarized 
communities learning together in the same school.

In Northern Ireland today we have shared education in some 
of our schools.  I’m not opposed to that.  But shared education is 
only schools sharing an afternoon for special classes, like music 
or language. 

What’s wrong with our kids sitting side by side?  I personally 
believe that if you’re going to teach young people about religion, 
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it should be taught at home and in church.  I don’t think it should 
be a divisive issue in the schools at all.  Integrated education is 
best described as schools that educate children together of all 
faiths and none in an environment that celebrates their religious 
and cultural diversity.  

Several years ago, we had the chance to bring two of my young 
people over to the White House.  As I say, the American Admin-
istration has been supportive of us.  We had the chance to bring 
Daniel Atkins, a young man from one of our integrated colleges 
in Kearney.  He once described it this way, and I couldn’t describe 
it any better.  He said, “Integrated education is about learning to 
celebrate difference, not fear it, and that’s where we have to get 
to in Northern Ireland.”  They were very profound words from a 
young man.  

They put into my mind the words — they reminded me of John 
Hume, when John Hume was speaking when he was given the 
Nobel Peace Prize.  John Hume was a wonderful man and de-
served all the accolades he got.  He really worked hard for what 
he believed in.

John Hume said at that event, “All conflict is about difference, 
whether the difference is race, religion, or nationality. . . . Differ-
ence is an accident of birth and it should therefore never be the 
source of hatred and conflict.  The answer to difference is respect 
it.”

That’s what we try to teach in our schools.  We started the in-
tegrated movement some forty years ago, when twenty-eight chil-
dren and their very brave parents decided they wanted to be edu-
cated together.  They took over a local (inaudible) hall as a campus 
school.  Those children and their parents had to be escorted to the 
school and escorted home from the school by armed guards.  

When I reflect now — I was recently at the opening of this 
particular college that just got a brand-new, beautiful school for-
ty years after the event.  Today there are 1,200 children at that 
school, coming from twenty-eight children.  And that was people 
really taking a chance on educating their children together and 
also supporting one another in very, very different times.

But the aim of education is really quite simple.  It’s about help-
ing children to learn together, to play together, to build friendships 
and understand together, and to have the chance to learn about one 
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another.  It is a better vision for an education system with integra-
tion at its heart, where it is the norm, not the exception.

You may say to me, “But the schools in Northern Ireland are 
doing very well,” and I would agree with you.  Catholic education 
in Northern Ireland is second to none.  I’d agree with you.  The 
problem is, many of those young people go back to their own area 
and they never meet anybody from the other side, as we call it 
back home, until they get to university.  

Now, my point is, if it’s good enough at university, why is it 
not good enough when they’re three years of age?  What’s the 
problem?

We hope we are working towards a day when integrated educa-
tion will become the norm, not the exception.  Separate schooling 
arguably helps to serve the interests of the different churches, both 
Protestant and Catholic.  But it is also the traditional political par-
ties whose votes in part depend on segregation within the different 
parts of the community.

Preaching is political and (inaudible) in Northern Ireland is 
critical to understanding why integrated education has not com-
manded widespread political support.  We are seen as people who 
are trying to break up the normal society.  

Nothing could be further from the truth.  Nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth.  We simply want children to learn about each 
other’s culture.  We’re not taking anybody’s culture away from 
them, or their religion, or anything else.  We are not taking any-
thing.  

We hope to give young people who go to integrated schools a 
rounded education so that when they arrive at work or at univer-
sity, it isn’t the first time they meet somebody from the other side.

A young man came to me recently and he said to me, “Could 
you arrange to have part of the Peace Walls” — 

People say to me, “When are they going to take the Peace Walls 
down?”  I told him in return, “Which one are you talking about?  
There are many peace walls.”

He said, “Could you have part of the Peace Walls done in 
glass?”

I said, “For what reason?”
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He said, “So that we could see each other.” His mother reared 
him to believe that the Catholic community were aliens and he 
used to claim he wanted to see the aliens.  Now, you might laugh 
about it, but in some homes that is still being taught.  

I had a family who lived beside me until quite recently.  They 
had three girls that ranged from ten down to three.  At every pro-
test around the flag those three children were taken to it.  

I said to the mother, “Do you do not think there’s something 
wrong taking young children into that kind of thing?”

She said, “No.  They’ve got to learn about their culture.”
That is not our culture.  I’m a Protestant.  I’m proud to be Prot-

estant.  People say to me, “What about an All-Ireland?”  If there 
was an All-Ireland tomorrow, I’d go to bed tonight a Protestant 
and get up in the morning and still be a Protestant.  That’s my 
religion.  I believe in it.  

I don’t oppose a Catholic.  I don’t oppose a Jew.  I don’t oppose 
anybody.  There are different religions.  They have to go some-
where.  I’m not really worried.  It’s the people who try to change 
all these kinds of things.

But appreciating all this — I don’t want to bore you anymore; 
I know I’ve talked too long — it’s about trying to change a system 
that doesn’t want to be changed.  That’s the bottom line.  

Many of our political leaders for years opposed integrated edu-
cation.  We now see, slightly working at the edges, political people 
coming on and saying, “Yes, it’s a good idea.”

The First Minister, Peter Robinson, told me recently that it was 
a great evolution, not a revolution.  I said, “What’s wrong with a 
revolution?  Let’s get it done.”  

We’re wasting money.  In Northern Ireland we have 85,000 
empty desks.  We have 500 schools we don't need.  That’s why 
we’ve gone away from fundraising to build new schools.  We now 
support the groups who want to come together.  We call it trans-
formation.

As I was saying, there are now 22,000 children attending six-
ty-two schools.  When you consider that not one of those schools 
has come about by government policy — they are all the brave 
and courageous work of the parents and the schools themselves 
— then you will understand why this movement has had to grow 
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bit by bit rather than by giant leaps and why integrated education 
needs the continued support of people like you, ready and willing 
to stand behind such parents and schools as they embark on this 
challenging and difficult journey.

The Integrated Education Fund, of which I am proud to be the 
Campaign Chair, is proud to have invested more than $25 mil-
lion in supporting the development of integrated education.  And I 
have to tell you — we were just talking today — that $25 million 
has had a return of over $100 million.  As finance experts know, 
that’s not a bad return on your money — plus the fact that we have 
a community now growing up that doesn’t view each other as the 
devil on the other side.

But I am convinced we have made an enormous contribution to 
the society we are now experiencing in Northern Ireland.  We have 
made a significant contribution to the reconciliation process.  Just 
think of the impact 22,000 children have on their parents, their 
aunts, their uncles, their grandparents, their wider family com-
munity, and just imagine how that reflects on the community that 
they live in.

There are still difficulties, of course.  There are still people 
who are opposed to what we are doing.  But we will continue to 
do it.  The Bible tells us that the wise man built his house upon a 
rock.  I think that is what we are trying to do in Northern Ireland.  
We are trying to build the education system on a rock that cannot 
be washed away by some rat next week or some flag meeting or 
something like that.  It will be built on a solid foundation.  That 
is why the future of integrated education must play a pivotal role.

Now, I don’t believe integrated education is the only answer to 
Northern Ireland.  I’m not that naïve.  I’ve been around too long.  
There’s a host of problems.  But integrated education certainly can 
play its part, and we can contribute by supporting those working 
on the ground.  They’ve got to be sending a proper message that 
integration, not separation, of children is the way forward. Let 
me give you one practical example of integrated education.  We 
have a school in North Belfast on the Cliftonville Road.  This little 
school was built in the days when that part of North Belfast was 
a very wealthy area, and this school was a state school, it was a 
Protestant school, and it was doing very well.  Within a short pe-
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riod of time, five years, this area was devastated (inaudible).  It’s 
where the Shankill Butchers operated, all those different things.  
And people moved out of the area.  None of those (inaudible).  
They even took their names down, because they didn’t want any-
body to know they were there.

Three or four years ago, they approached us about transform-
ing into an integrated school, because the population that lived 
around them would be predominantly Catholic now.  They wanted 
to see if that could work.  

We worked with them.  We supplied some money.  They need-
ed some extra things.  This school didn’t even have a playground.  
They were afraid to let the children out to play.  

We worked with them and, through some of the really good 
support of some of your fellow people here in America, we’ve 
been able to support that.  

When that school decided to go down that road, its numbers 
were failing.  It was about to be closed.  Today that school is over-
subscribed, in three or four years.  It’s just amazing!

It started off with about 2 or 3 percent Catholic children going.  
Today it’s almost 30 percent.  That is the way forward for our 
communities, working and living together.

I can assure you that Cliftonville is not the only school in need 
of our help.  There are so many other schools asking for support.  
Many schools are asking for money to support the development 
of more classrooms.  

Many of our schools are oversubscribed, and they are asking 
us would we raise the money for extra classrooms so that they can 
take in the number that want to go.  Every new classroom costs 
about £75,000,  which we have to raise before the Department of 
Education will take it on.  We are trying to do that.  Last year we 
raised somewhere around £750,000 for ten extra classrooms.

But there is a lot of work still to be done and a lot of work still 
needs to be funded.  That’s the reason that Paul and I are here 
today, because we believe that we have to — I personally believe 
that I have the onus on me to use the position I find myself in 
through the House of Lords to raise the profile of something that 
I think is a very necessary building block of Northern Ireland.  I 
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believe achieving a step change in our education system is one of 
the final pieces of the jigsaw for a peaceful Northern Ireland.

Many people tell me it will never happen.  Many people 
thought paramilitary groups would never be decommissioned, or 
Ian Paisley would never share power with Martin McGuinness, or 
Sinn Fein would never support the police and justice.  I could read 
you a list here for the rest of the night.  The list goes on.  

One day I know we will add to that that most of our children 
will go to school together.  Please help us to bring that day closer.  

Once again, I thank you for giving me the opportunity for com-
ing here and for listening to our story.  If there’s anybody in the 
room who can help us, we would be very grateful for any support.  
We’re more than happy to work with you and to show you exactly 
what is happening to your money.

Thank you once again for giving me the opportunity.
(Applause)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you very much.  This is a 

wonderful charity and one that I have been personally brought to, 
courtesy of my sister and brother-in-law.

I do have one point of business before we disassemble.  I have 
to recognize Mark Codd.  At the January Meeting I indicated that 
we had a presentation for you as a Past President of the Society, 
a small token of our appreciation.  Would you please come up, 
Mark?

MR. CODD:  You’re giving me back the medal?  You’re giving 
the medal back?

(The presentation was made.)
MR. CODD:  It’s lovely.  Thank you, Jack.  My name is spelled 

correctly.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  It’s easy to remember.  It’s just like 

the fish.
Mark has been a great mentor to me.  We have met and had 

lunch several times.
(Applause)
I now would ask Kevin Faughey — for those of you who have 

to catch trains and leave, maybe we’ll just give you thirty seconds.  
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The Glee Club is going to perform a couple of songs.  If you have 
to catch a train or a bus, I’ll give you thirty seconds.

Kevin, would you please come forward?
MR. KEVIN FAUGHEY:  Good evening, gentlemen.
This evening the Glee Club will be singing some selections 

from Carousel by Rodgers and Hammerstein; then they will sing 
“My Bonnie Lassie”;  We have a soloist, Jim O’Farrell, who is 
going to sing the “The Rose of Tralee”;  Then the Glee Club will 
sing “I Bind unto Myself,” which contains St. Patrick’s breast-
plate; and we are going to end the evening by singing “The Lost 
Chord” by Arthur Sullivan.  We hope that you enjoy our program 
this evening.

(Glee Club performance)
MR. FAUGHEY:  Now our soloist, Jim O’Farrell, will sing 

“The Rose of Tralee.”
MR. O’FARRELL:  I’m honored to be the soloist this evening 

because I was born in Belfast.
(Applause)
(Glee Club performance continues)
MR. FAUGHEY:  We are going to continue our program now 

by singing “The Lost Chord.”  It is the Glee Club’s tradition to 
end our season each year by singing “The Lost Chord.”  We hope 
you like it.

Two things before we sing it.  The first thing I want to mention 
is you might have noticed that we have had a different accompa-
nist here the last few concerts.  David Rowe, who has been with 
us for about thirty years, was out sick.  He has been sick for some 
months now.  We hope he eventually recovers, but we don’t really 
know how it is going to be for him.

In the meantime, I am very happy to introduce to you Rudy 
Albert, who is a good friend of mine.  He has been filling in as the 
accompanist for the last few months.  Rudy, thank you.

(Applause)
The last thing I want to say is we are always looking for new 

members.  If you would like to join us, speak to a Glee Club mem-
ber.  If you know someone who you think would be good for us, 
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call Jackie at the office and she will refer the number on.  We 
would like this thing to continue.  We would like to grow with 
some more members.  We hope next year we’ll have more.

We’ll see in you in November.  But now we are going to sing 
“The Lost Chord.”

(Glee Club performance of “The Lost Chord.”)
(Applause)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, would you please be 

arisen and join us in the singing of the National Anthem?
(Singing of the National Anthem)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, thank you very much 

again.  Thank you, Baroness Blood, for traveling all this way.
This concludes our meeting.  Gentlemen, we’ll see you in No-

vember.
(Adjourned:  9:09 p.m.)
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REGULAR STATED MEETING 

held at

The Princeton Club

New York, New York

November 17, 2014

The Regular Stated Meeting of the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of Saint Patrick in the City of New York, held on Monday 
November 17, 2014, at The Princeton Club, 15 West 43rd Street, 
New York City, was called to order by the President of the Society, 
John C. Walton.

PRESIDENT JOHN C. WALTON:  Good evening, gentlemen.  
I call to order this meeting of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in 
the City of New York.

I ask the Glee Club to open the meeting by singing for us “The 
Hail of the Friendly Sons.”

(“The Hail of the Friendly Sons” was performed by the Glee 
Club.)

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you, gentlemen.
I would like to now call Father Terrence Mulkerin to say grace.
I should mention that Father Mark O’Connell, who tradition-

ally said grace at many, many of our meetings, passed away in 
August and will be remembered in our memorial.

FR. TERRENCE MULKERIN:  Bless us, O Lord, and these 
gifts which we are about to receive from your bounty.  Bless us as 
we gather together to socialize and to do your work.  Be with us as 
we begin to do your work, for everything that we do begins with 
your inspiration and is completed with your help.  Bless the food 
which we shall eat.  It is given to us to do your will and to help 
strengthen us to do your will.

May we enjoy ourselves tonight.  May we be fed well.  But let 
us always think of our neighbor and the poor people who have 
nothing.

We make our prayer in your name.  Amen.
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PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you, Father.
Gentlemen, the formal part of our meeting will begin once din-

ner is served.  Please have a good time.
(Dinner was served.)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, while we are having our 

dessert, perhaps I can bring the meeting back to order, or some 
semblance of order, again.

Thank you for coming out.  It has been six months since our 
last meeting.

As the first order of business, I would like to call Secretary 
John Coleman.  This is the meeting where we read the entire min-
utes, unless excused, of the last meeting.  I recognize Secretary 
John Coleman for the purpose of reading the minutes of the May 
meeting.

MR. JOHN A. COLEMAN, III:  Mr. President, I recommend 
that we dispense with the reading of the minutes of the last meet-
ing and that they be accepted into the record as prepared.

MEMBER:  Second.
MR. COLEMAN:  All in favor?
(Chorus of ayes)
Opposed?
(No response)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  I would now like to ask Treasurer 

Tom Sullivan to come to the podium to render the Treasurer’s re-
port.

MR. THOMAS H. SULLIVAN:  Thank you, Mr. President, 
fellow Friendly Sons.

I reported to you at my last report as of May 1 of this year a 
cash-on-hand balance of $426,929.  That, I noted at the time, was 
a bit large as a result of not having paid many of the dinner bills.  
Receipts since that period until October 31 came to $59,126, for 
a total positive cash flow of $486,055.  The disbursements during 
the same period, May 1 through October 31, came to $416,489, 
leaving us with cash on hand in our general fund as of October 31 
of $69,566.

As of the same date, October 31, 2014, the assets on deposit in 
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our capital fund came to $2,658,265.  
That’s the end of my report, gentlemen.  May I have a motion 

to accept?
MEMBER:  So moved.
MEMBER:  Second.
MR. SULLIVAN:  All in favor?
(Chorus of ayes)
Thank you.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Now it is indeed my sad duty to re-

port the names of members who have passed away since our last 
meeting:  Patrick McDonough, Gerald O’Connell, Eugene Handy, 
James Ferguson, Myles Ambrose, Edward Donnellan, John Bren-
nan, Reverend Mark O’Connell, Ronald Hardiman, Vincent Bros-
nan, Charles O’Regan.

I will note again that Father O’Connell frequently rendered 
grace at our meetings.  I ask those of you who had spoken with 
Father O’Connell and all the gentlemen who are deceased to com-
municate with Mick Doyle to prepare memorials to the deceased 
members.  I do note that Ed Dunellen was a member of the Glee 
Club for many years, and unbeknownst to me, Ed’s father had 
been grand marshal of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade at one time.

It’s a bittersweet period for all of us.  But they have gone to 
their Maker.

May I ask you all please to rise for a moment of silence in their 
memory.

(Moment of silence)
Thank you, gentlemen.
I now recognize Lawrence Cook to render the report on the 

Committee for Admissions.
MR. LAWRENCE H. COOKE II:  Thank you, Mr. President, 

fellow Friendly Sons.
The Admissions Committee met on November 17 and recom-

mends the election of the following individuals to Active Member-
ship:  Christopher Bodkin, Patrick Boyle, Brian Browne, Jeffrey 
Buhrman, William Burdo, James Carey, Michael Carey, Edward 
Cooke, Edward Cooke II, Frank Dukes, Brian Devenney, Matthew 
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Dunn, William Frank, Kevin Guckian, Msgr. Michael Hardiman, 
Robert Kaden, Sean Kelleher, Greg Kenny, Dennis Kiely, Timo-
thy Lavin, Stephen McAllister, John McCann, the Reverend John 
McCarthy, Liam McGrath, Patrick McQuade, Eugene McQuade, 
John Meere, Kevin Mulligan, Michael Mullarney, Brendan Mur-
phy, Robert Napolitano, James O’Connor, Thomas O’Neill, James 
Ruane, Mark Sheeran, Michael Ryan, Patrick Sheehy, Michael 
Stanton, Jr., Paul Van Hook, Gregory Wagner, Robert Ward, Peter 
White, and Brian Woods.

The committee also recommends that the following be trans-
ferred to Life Membership:  James Keaney.

I would also like to request that you continue to encourage your 
colleagues, friends, and family to join the Society.  Jackie has left 
a stack of applications on the table just outside the door.  I would 
ask everyone to take one or two to have filled out and returned to 
the Society.

Thank you very much.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, I move that the report of 

the Admissions Committee as rendered be approved.
MEMBER:  So moved.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  All in favor?
(Chorus of ayes}
Opposed?
(No response)
That was a tremendous job.  I think that may be the largest 

number of members admitted to the Society in the over thirty 
years that I have been associated with this group.

I would now like to recognize John Waldron, the chairman of 
the Committee on Charity, to render his report.

MR. JOHN WALDRON:  Thank you, Jack.
Gentlemen, there are some new members here, so I just wanted 

to remind everybody, as stated by the bylaws of the Friendly Sons, 
one of the major objectives of the Society is, and I quote, “the 
making of grants to such charitable, educational, religious orga-
nizations as are exempt from taxation under the internal revenue 
laws of the United States to assist them in relief of the indigent 
and poor.”
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In January, at the stated meeting, the Committee on Chari-
ties met to determine the organizations to receive grants for the 
2013-2014 fiscal year.  As approved at last year’s November stat-
ed meeting, up to $200,000 was available for distribution.  There 
were requests submitted from sixty-two organizations.  Fifteen 
were first-time submissions.  After review and follow-up, the 
committee approved thirty-seven grants, and we fully allocated 
the $200,000.

At this time, it is requested that the Committee on Charities be 
authorized to approve grants for the 2014-2015 year again totaling 
up to $200,000.  Do I have a motion?

MEMBER:  So moved.
MEMBER:  Second.
MR. WALDRON:  All in favor?
(Chorus of ayes)
All opposed?
(No response)
Thank you very much, or, as they say in Irish, Go raibh maith 

agaibh.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  And that will, of course, include a 

stipend for the Glee Club.
Now the purpose for this meeting:  As you know, this is the 

only meeting where we don't allow guests.  In accordance with the 
Society’s bylaws, this is the election of officers to take place in the 
meeting and the report of the Nominating Committee, which was 
appointed at the May meeting, which was mailed to the member-
ship together with the notice.

I now call upon Mark Codd, the Nominating Committee chair-
man, for his report.

MR. CODD:  Thank you, Jack.
On September 24, 2014, the Nominating Committee, consist-

ing of myself, Tom O’Brien, Robert Reilly, Alfred E. Smith IV, 
Victor Ziminsky, Jr., John Fitzsimons, Raymond Teatum, John 
Queenan, Peter Scales, and William O’Hagan, met.  After a very 
cordial meeting, we recommend the following slate of officers for 
the next year:
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As President, John C. Walton.
First Vice President, Matthew T. McLaughlin.
Second Vice President, Kevin J. Rooney.
Treasurer, Thomas H. Sullivan.
Secretary, John A. Coleman III.
Historian, Michael Doyle.
Almoner, John J. Fitzsimons.
May I ask for a motion to present this slate of officers?
MEMBER:  So moved.
MEMBER:  Second.
MR. CODD:  All those in favor?
(Chorus of ayes)
All those opposed?
(No response)
Thank you, gentlemen.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  There being no coup, recall petition, 

exorcism, or excommunication, I thank you for this great honor.
To tell the truth, my mother was really Dutch.  Remember that 

line from Blazing Saddles.
Mr. Coleman has ordered new ties, because we have run out.  

They should be available for the January meeting, January 12.  
You can check the Society’s Web site for details.

On a serious business matter, I want to use this meeting to 
serve notice that there will be some amendments to the bylaws of 
the Society presented in the next several meetings.  As you know, 
our current bylaws have a very specific procedure for entering 
those bylaws and approving them, and it is not something that is 
quickly done.  But these have to do with the use of the funds for 
the Society, specifically dividends and interest on the capital ac-
count, which have been accumulating and which we haven’t been 
able to apply to the charitable purposes of the Society.

There are other changes in the New York State regulations re-
garding the corporate governance of foundations, and we have to 
make some changes in the bylaws to come into concord with those 
changes.

I will note that on January 27, we will hold a warm-up and 
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membership event for the 2015 Annual Dinner.  If you want to 
attend as a member of the Society, you are going to have to bring 
a prospective member with you.  Of course, these must be gentle-
men, natives or descendants of Ireland, and of good moral char-
acter.  Now, I will say that defects in moral character can be ab-
solved with confession.

Mutual of America has kindly consented to offering us the 
same space that we used for the commemoration of our anniversa-
ry of the founding of the Society.  It’s a wonderful space.

Our March 17 dinner speaker, responding to the toast to the 
day we celebrate, will be Father John I. Jenkins, the president of 
Notre Dame University.  The prior presidential speaker from No-
tre Dame was the Reverend John Cavanaugh in 1918.  Despite the 
appearances at Madison Square Garden and Giants Stadium, it has 
been nearly a hundred years since a member of the Congregation 
of the Holy Cross has addressed the Society at the Anniversary 
Dinner.  

Again, I really want to compliment Lawrence Cooke on the 
work of the Committee on Admissions.  We continue to move for-
ward on that.

I also mentioned — well, I didn’t mention that we had a din-
ner meeting for the officers and past presidents of the Society in 
the spring.  I mentioned that the cost of our dinner has exceeded 
the ticket price for the last several years.  I think it is going to be 
necessary for us to have a modest increase in the ticket price.  It 
has been about 3 percent per year, so you can expect that when the 
announcement for the dinner comes out.  We don't want to hit peo-
ple over the head with a huge increase in the price of the dinner.

I was also very encouraged by the turnout for the Four Nations 
Whisky Tasting which was held at 3 West 51st last month.  John 
Shanahan (inaudible) suggested that we contact the Kilbeggan 
Distillery as representatives of Irish brands.  They did an outstand-
ing job.  They were certainly aided by the fact that their represen-
tative or ambassador of brands was a 25-year-old lass from Coun-
ty Cork, who was blond.  The Irish were not outdone by any of the 
other countries represented.  Three bottles of Irish were poured, to 
the three bottles from the other three societies.

Just for a little bit of mirth, I want to point out that Thom-
as More College at Fordham University celebrated both the 50th 
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anniversary of its founding and the 40th year of its abandonment 
by the Jesuits.  There was much resistance to the founding of the 
Jesuit school by the Jesuits, and some may wonder why the name 
Thomas More, not St. Thomas More, was given.  While More had 
been canonized in 1935 by Pope Pius XI, one still wonders, why 
the absence of a saintly prefix?  

Recent research, hitherto unpublished, will show that there was 
a purposeful omission by a wily Jesuit working by candlelight in 
the Fordham scriptorium, exciting saints from the applications to 
the bursar of the state of New York.  

I do also remember that Father George McMahon, whom Bob 
and I and John know really well, always said that the women of 
Thomas More College had SAT scores 100 points higher than 
ours.

My wife came back chuckling from this meeting.  I told her 
that John Katz, who sings in our choir out in South Orange, said 
— it was on Saturday afternoon — “Jack, if we stick together, we 
won’t have to go.”  Indeed, we didn’t.  But John got stuck babysit-
ting his granddaughter.

It is really interesting that schools like Fordham have been 
great for the unwashed.  Unlike our brother schools in Washington 
or Boston or Worcester, Mass., we take everyone in.  The women, 
I know, according to my wife, remarked about their experiences 
there.  My wife said to one of my chemistry classmates that she 
remembers sitting under the grape arbor that her father had built 
in the Morris Park section of the Bronx.  Barbara said the biggest 
difficulty that her grandparents had when they came to America 
was figuring out how to get the goats upstairs in their apartment 
in Astoria.  

PARTICIPANT:  It’s still a problem there.  (Laughter)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  I sometimes wonder whether they 

wouldn’t have better luck if they named it, not St. Thomas More, 
but St. Thomas Moore, who was the author of so many great songs.

With that little bit of introduction, I’m going to turn the pro-
gram over for a brief while to Kevin Faughey and the Glee Club 
to render some songs for us.

Thank you.
MR. KEVIN FAUGHEY:  We have a very nice program for 
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you this evening, gentlemen.  We are going to be singing “The 
Autumn Leaves,” then “Raindrops Keep Fallin’ on My Head,” 
which is a perfect song for tonight, “Can’t Help Falling in Love,” 
and then “The Song of the Irish Counties.”  We hope you enjoy 
our program.

Gentlemen, before the Glee Club sings, I would just like to 
announce — you heard the announcement earlier that our dear 
member Ed Donnellan, who was a member of the Glee Club for 
many years and also our Treasurer, passed away during the sum-
mer.  I’m happy to say that his son is here with us tonight.  There 
is going to be more spoken about Ed during our concert.  T. J. 
McSherry is going to say some words about him.  This will be in 
place of a soloist.

We just wanted to let you know that the Glee Club is dedicating 
this concert tonight to Ed’s memory, and we would like to ask you 
to please keep Ed in your prayers.

We are going to begin now by singing “The Autumn Leaves.”
(Glee Club performance)
MR. FAUGHEY:  Now T.J. McSherry will talk to us a little 

about his memories of Ed Donnellan.
MR. T.J. MCSHERRY:  Having sung with Ed for twenty-two 

years in the Glee Club, I also knew Ed through his dad, who I sang 
with for thirty years.

Ed Donnellan, not only a member of the Friendly Sons of St. 
Patrick in the City of New York, was a lawyer, a graduate of St. 
John’s law department, and was a judge out in Suffolk County 
and then taught law at Dowling College.  Ed came every Monday 
night from Lake Grove to pick me up in Little Neck for twen-
ty-odd years, to bring me to the Friendly Sons, since I don't drive.

Ed was just a great man.  Any time there was a party, Ed was 
at the piano playing many Irish tunes.  One of the tunes that he 
played many times to start the evening off is “If You’re Irish, 
Come into the Parlor.”  I know that you all know it.  When we 
repeat it the second time, please sing along with us.  “If You’re 
Irish, Come into the Parlor.”

(Glee Club performance of “If You’re Irish, Come into the Par-
lor.”)

MR. FAUGHEY:  Now we are going to finish our part of it by 
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singing “The Song of the Irish Counties.”  This was written by 
George Mead, who was the conductor of the Glee Club for over 
fifty years.

(Glee Club performance of “The Song of the Irish Counties”)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen of the Glee Club, thank 

you very much.
Before I close the meeting, I would ask everybody to rise for 

the singing of the National Anthem.
(Singing of the National Anthem)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, thank you.  May I have 

a motion to adjourn the meeting?
PARTICIPANT:  So moved.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  All in favor?
(Chorus of ayes)
God bless.  Have a safe journey home, gentlemen.
(Adjourn:  9:37 p.m.)
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Roll of Members
of the

Society of the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick
in the City of New-York

HONORARY MEMBERS
elected

 reVerend JoSePh a. o’hare, S.J. 2004
 hiS excellency tiMothy M. dolan 2010
 rayMond kelly 2013

Veteran MeMBerShiP

Rev. Msgr. George F. Bardes ............. 1974
John A. Brennan. ................................1981
Donald Thos Brudie ..........................  1978
Francis D. Burke    .............................1982
Kevin M. Cahill. ................................1964
Lawrence F. Corroon..........................1959
Myles F. Dolan ...................................1980
John G. Duggan .................................1965
Francis J. Eulner. ................................1983
George B. Fargis, Jr. ........................... 1961
Joseph H. Farrell ................................1983
John D. Feerick ..................................1981
Joseph J. Finn. ....................................1996
David L. Godvin ................................1972
Owen E. Hearty, Sr.  ........................... 1950

William P. Hurley ...............................1982
Kevin E. Kavanagh ............................1992
Richard K. LeBlond, II ......................1952
James J.P. Manning ............................1981
Robert G. McManus. ..........................1959
John Wm. McGrath ............................1988
Rev. Terence J. Mulkerin ...................1979
Edward H. Murphy ............................1956
Michael M. O’Rourke ........................1981
Hubert J. O’Toole. ..............................1977
Hugh Ryan .........................................1944
Richard Joyce Smith ..........................1949
Walter X. Stanton, Jr. .........................1972
Timothy P. Sullivan. ...........................1957
Rev. Msgr. Henry J. Vier ....................1952

Elected Elected

life MeMBerShiP

Ambrose, Myles J ..............................1996
Andersson, Brian G. ...........................1989
Ashley, Daniel J. ................................1986

Barrett, John J. ...................................1979
Barrett, Thomas V., Jr ........................2000
Bateman, Frank C. .............................1976
Beards, Daniel E ................................1971
Blessing, Francis M.P. ........................1975
Bodkin, Laurence G., Jr. ....................1966
Bodkin, Laurence G., III ....................1986
Boland, Joseph M...............................1954
Brannigan, Eugene J. .........................1992
Brennan, Thomas A............................1997
Brennan, Thomas A., Jr. .....................1975
Brown, Arthur J. .................................1941
Brown, Jerry E. ..................................1958
Brown, Jeremiah E., Jr. ......................1972
Brown, Peter Campbell, Jr. ................1968

Brown, Rev. Msgr. Patrick E .............1992
Brown, Robert J.  ...............................1981
Buckley, Kevin C. ..............................1996
Burke, Edward J. ................................1978
Burke, James McK. ............................1988
Burke, Michael F.  ..............................1985
Burke, Peter C ....................................1989
Burke, Richard F. ...............................1974
Burke, Robert J. .................................1975
Burke, Robert P. ................................. 1989
Burke, Thomas C., Jr. .........................1985
Butler, Daniel P. .................................1979
Byrne, Christopher J. .........................1987
Byrne, Daniel C. ................................1985
     
Callahan, David P. ..............................1977
Callahan, John P. ................................ 1981
Callahan, Paul J. .................................1981
Callanan, James J. ..............................1983

Elected Elected
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Elected Elected
Cannon, John F. ..................................1990
Carey, Christopher W. ........................1983
Carey, Thomas J. ................................1982
Carroll, Mark J ...................................1990
Carroll, Thomas J.  .............................1992
Carron, Charles J. ...............................1981
Casey, Dennis P ..................................1980
Casey, James M. ................................. 1976
Casey, Thomas P. ............................... 1977
Cassidy, Michael S .............................1966
Castel, P. Kevin .................................. 1984
Caulway, John J. ................................ 1969
Cavanaugh, Thomas J ........................1983
Clark, Rev. James P. ........................... 1962
Clark, John S. .....................................1969
Cleary, Robert J ..................................1991
Codd, Mark B.....................................1979
Coleman, John A., III .........................1994
Collins, John P. ...................................1973
Collins, Richard K. ............................1978
Conlon, John M.  ................................1993
Concannon, Richard J. .......................1981
Connolly, Kevin J. .............................. 1985
Connor, Robert E. ..............................1969
Connors, John J., D.M.D....................1977
Connorton, John V., Jr ........................1972
Connorton, John V., III .......................1993
Corcoran, John L. ...............................1996
Cox, Peter Bingham ...........................1988
Cox, Robert E .....................................1999
Creaney, Anthony P ............................1983
Creedon, Richard T. ........................... 1973
Cronin, Garrett J .................................1986
Crotty, Paul A. ....................................1978
Crumlish, James P ..............................1985
Cuddahy, John P. ................................1975
Cuddahy, Sean P. ................................1986
Cuite, Thomas J., Jr. ...........................1982
Cullen, John J. ....................................1967
Cunningham, Richard J., Jr. ...............1971
Curley, Rev. Thomas J. ......................1976
Curry, John F., III ...............................1960
Curry, Robert E., Jr. ........................... 1960
Curtin, Brian J., M.D. ........................1957
Curtin, Thomas Hayes........................1985

Daley, Gerald F .................................. 1987
Darcy, Keith T. ...................................1974
Davey, John J., III .............................. 1996
Davidson, George A ........................... 2013
Delaney, James J. ............................... 1979
Dennis, Benjamin F., III  ....................1970
Devine, Raymond J.  ..........................1993
Diamond, Patrick H. ..........................1968
Dobbs, William H., II .........................1982
Doherty, James E ............................... 1996
Donnelly, Edwin R. ............................ 1983
Donnelly, Robert O. ........................... 1964
Dooley, William  N. ...........................1986
Dowdall, James ..................................2001
Dowdall, James W.  ............................ 1993
Dowden, James H. .............................1967

Downing, John M...............................1983
Driscoll. Bro. John G. ........................1972
Driscoll, Sean R. ................................1979
Duff, Patrick D. ..................................1990
Duffy, Brian P. ....................................1982
Duffy, Jr., James O’Neill ....................1982
Duffy, Kevin T ...................................1970
Duignan, Richard M. ..........................1985
Dunleavy, Thomas J. ..........................1976
Dwyer, Denis J. ..................................1963
Dwyer, Francis J ................................1984
Dwyer, Thomas S., Jr. ........................ 1963

Earley, Anthony F., Jr. ........................1952
Egan, Patrick J. ..................................1972
English, Joseph T. ..............................1978
Fanning, John J. .................................1983
Fearon, Stephen J. ..............................1975
Fee, Frank J., III .................................1966
FitzPatrick, Edward J. ........................1971
Fitzpatrick, Edward J .........................1991
Fitzsimons, John H.............................1997
FitzSimons, John J .............................1989
Flaherty, John F. ................................. 1990
Flanagan, James G., III, D.D.S. .........1976
Flanagan, Rev. John D. ...................... 1986
Flanagan, Thomas S. ..........................1979
Flynn, Daniel J. ..................................1975
Flynn, John G .....................................1993
Flynn, Thomas F. ............................... 1977
Fogarty, John A., Jr.  ..........................1992
Foley, Daniel V.  ................................. 1973
Foley, Frank G. .................................. 1977
Foley, John P.  ....................................1985
Foye, Patrick J ....................................1988
Frank, William P. ................................1987

Gallagher, Michael J. .........................1962
Galvin, John F., III ............................. 1964
Gartland, William  ..............................1988
Gately, Martin J ..................................1990
Gavigan, John E. ................................1946
Gavigan, Owen ..................................1980
Geoghan, Joseph E.  ...........................1999
Giblin, Thomas P. ............................... 1978
Gibney, Michael D. ............................1997
Gilhooly, John J. ................................ 1994
Gill, James F. ...................................... 1968
Gillooley, John, M.D. ......................... 1987
Gleason, Thomas W.  .........................1991
Golden, Robert C ...............................1987
Gomprecht, Robert J., Sr ....................1992
Gomprecht, Robert J., Jr ....................1995
Goodwin, John H ...............................1982
Grainger, Edmund C., Jr. ....................1952
Greeley, Robert E. ..............................1972
Griffin, William L., Jr. ........................ 1967
Gunn, John F. .....................................1977
Gunn, Robert T.  ................................. 1968

Haggerty, John F. ...............................1968
Hamilton, Joseph V., Jr.  ..................... 1980
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Elected Elected
Hanley, Richard L ..............................1991
Hanlon, Robert M. .............................1970
Harnisch, James P., M.D. ...................1974
Harrigan, Michael T ...........................1966
Hennessey, Arthur L. ..........................1974
Herkenham, James J. ..........................1988
Hills, Thomas C .................................1996
Holt, Richard J.  .................................1993
Houlihan, Christopher M ...................1990
Humphreys, Henry .............................1972
Hunton, Richard Oliver ......................1968

Ingram, John G. ..................................1998

Jennings, Noel ....................................1996
Johnson, Neal Jas. ..............................1977
Johnson, Robert J., Jr. ........................1963

Kane, Edward P.  ................................1976
Keane, Frank W. ................................. 1978
Keaney, James B. ............................... 1992
Kearns, Joseph G.    ...........................1983
Kearney, Edward B. ........................... 1967
Keating, John H., III  .........................1987
Keenan, Thomas J. .............................1984
Keenan, Thomas J., Jr ........................ 1996
Kelleher, Patrick B. ............................1972
Kelley, Eugene F. ...............................1958
Kelly, Alfred F. ...................................1968
Kelly, Brian W.  ..................................1975
Kelly, Donald J ................................... 1993
Kelly, James R.  ................................. 1979
Kelly, John A.  ....................................1983
Kelly, William P. ................................ 1977
Kennedy, John Martin ........................ 1952
Kennedy, Laurence S., Jr. ...................1955
Kenney, John J. .................................. 1979
Kenny, Joseph P .........................................
Kenny, Roger M. ................................1974
Keogh, Thomas F. .............................. 1954
Kiely, Joseph G. ................................. 1978
Kiernan, Dennis J. ..............................1997
Killeen, Brian J. .................................1973
King, Frank ........................................1994

Lavin, Thomas J.A .............................1990
Leonard, Rev. Msgr. Thomas P ..........1996
Lynch, Harold J. .................................1986
Lynn, James P., Jr.  ............................. 1993

Madden, Dr. Robert E ........................1986
Maguire, Francis V ............................1965
Mahon, Arthur J. ................................1970
Mahoney, Daniel P. ............................ 1980
Mahoney, Robert T.............................1977
Mahony, Daniel F., Jr. ........................ 1977
Malloy, Mark A ..................................1993
Marshall, William T., Jr. .....................1976
Martin, William ..................................1992
Meagher, Declan Patrick ....................1983
Mitchell, Thomas J. ............................1975
Mitchell, Thomas P ............................1996

Moeschen, Peter Michael ...................1968
Mone, Mathias E. ...............................1977
Moore, Rev. Msgr. James R. ..............1986
Moore, John D. ..................................1962
Moran, Martin J.   ..............................1975
Moran, Martin J., Jr ............................1992
Moriarty, James P. .............................. 1968
Morris, Frank E. .................................1967
Morrissey, John J. ..............................1957
Moyna, Thomas J. .............................. 1981
Mulheren, Brian F. .............................1980
Mullane, David M. .............................1985
Mullen, Doran A .................................1996
Mullen, James J. .................................1979
Mulligan, William H., Jr ....................1983
Munnelly, James K ............................. 1991
Murphy, Brian M.  .............................1982
Murphy, Francis T., Jr. ....................... 1971
Murphy, Gerald E. ..............................1955
Murphy, James C. ..............................1967
Murphy, John J. ..................................1965
Murphy, John J., Jr. ............................1989
Murphy, Kenneth M. ..........................1990
Murphy, Michael J. ............................1970
Murphy, Owen G.  ............................. 1982
Murphy, Timothy J. ............................1970
Murphy, Timothy T. ........................... 1990
Murray, Gerald E.  .............................1981
Murray, Harold J.  ..............................1978
Murray, James J.  ...............................1974
Murray, Morgan J. ..............................1962
Murray, Thomas J.P.  ..........................1964

McAnaney, Edward G.  ...................... 1983
McCafferty, William ..........................1977
McCooe, William P. ........................... 1973
McCormick, John J., Jr. ..................... 1986
McCormick, Robert H. ......................1988
McCotter, James V.  ...........................1981
McCurdy, Walter R. ...........................1963
McEnroe, John P. ...............................1977
McGauley, Lawrence P. .....................1963
McGinley, Gerald H. .......................... 1964
McGinley, Patrick W. .........................1970
McGovern, John P. .............................1987
McGovern, Patrick M ........................1992
McGovern, Robert P .......................... 1971
McGrath, Kevin B. .............................1966
McGrath, William J. ...........................1993
McGuire, Peter J. ...............................1987
McGuire, Robert J. .............................1964
McGuirl, Robert J., Jr.  ....................... 1977
McKeever, Leroy P ............................1981
McKenna, James J. ............................1985
McKenna, William A., Jr. ................... 1989
McLaughlin, Hon. Edward J ..............1996
McLoughlin, Donald ..........................1935
McLoughlin, Francis J. ......................1972
McMahon, Rev. Edward J. ................. 1987
McNally, John J. ................................ 1953
McNally, Richard J. ...........................1953
McNamara, Daniel J. .........................1973
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Elected Elected
McNamara, James A ..........................1986
McNaney, James P. ............................1960
McSherry, Thomas J.P. .......................1985

Narelle, Reginald G. ..........................1921
Nealon, James R., M.D. .....................1958
Neary, James J.    ................................ 1981
Neary, John F ..................................... 1995
Neill, S. Colin ....................................1997

O’Brien, Robert M.   ..........................1979
O’Brien, Sean T .................................1994
O’Brien, Thomas M ........................... 1990
O’Connell, Charles J. .........................1973
O’Connell, Ralph A., M.D.  ............... 1964
O’Connor, John J. ..............................1980
O’Donnell, John J. .............................1956
O’Gara, Joseph E. ..............................1959
O’Loughlin, James J. .........................1974
O’Malley, James A., DDS. .................1985
O’Malley, James A., Jr.  ..................... 1992
O’Malley, John A ...............................1989
O’Neill, Robert P ...............................1973
O’Regan, Timothy H. .........................1987
O’Regan, Timothy..............................1995
O’Reilly, Frank J. ............................... 1997

O’Toole, David F. ............................... 1976

Perley, Edward P., Jr. .......................... 1983
Power, Charles S. ...............................1977
Powers, Dennis E. ..............................1971
Powers, Thomas F. .............................1996
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O’Hagan, William J ...........................2003
O’Hanlon, Michael S. ........................ 2011
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O’Hara, Richard L., III  .....................1993
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O’Leary, Patrick Florence ..................1986
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O’Neill, Thomas.................................2006
O’Neill Ruane, James  .......................2014
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O’Rourke, Peter J ...............................1991
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O’Toole, Edward M. ..........................2007
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Orzetti, Michael E. .............................2009
Ostergaard, Carl M .............................2007
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Padgett, Kenneth M. .......................... 2011
Padian, Gerald ....................................2010
Patterson, Peter B. ..............................2014
Pattwell, Sean M. ...............................2009
Peck, Ernest J .....................................2001
Pedersen, Robert E .............................2006
Pedrick, John R. .................................1986
Peer, Thomas H. ................................. 1997
Phelan, Richard P. ..............................1999
Phelen, William J.  .............................1992
Phelan, William L. .............................2013
Pierce, Michael F................................2012
Platt, Joseph P.....................................1975
Plunkett, William F., Jr.  .....................1992
Poekel, Jr., Charles A. ........................2009
Poth, Jeremy D. ..................................2010
Potter, Raymond D. ............................2013
Powderly, Thomas V. ......................... 1982
Powers, Andrew G. ............................2012
Powers, Edward W., III, M.D. ............1986
Pray, Edward B ..................................2000
Purcell, Brian  ....................................1999

Quick, Leslie C., III ...........................1989
Quigley, Michael J. ............................ 2011
Quinlivan, Joseph F ...........................2004
Quinn, Edward R., Jr. ......................... 1996
Quinn, James E. .................................2008
Quinn, Thomas D ............................... 2006

Raftery, John A.  .................................1991
Rathjen, Brian A. ................................ 2008
Reardon, Michael M. .........................2008
Regan, Joseph F..................................2010
Regan, Shawn Patrick ........................2004
Reid, Shawn P. ...................................2013
Reidy, Michael K ...............................2003
Reilly, Kevin M. .................................2010
Reilly, Michael H ...............................1995
Reilly, Paul F. .....................................2010
Reynolds, Patrick  ..............................2003
Reynolds, Terence G. ......................... 2011
Reynolds, Thomas P. .......................... 1983
Rice, Michael J. .................................. 2011
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Ridge, Gerald  ....................................1993
Rigby, Patrick R. ................................2008
Ring, John F. ......................................2010
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Rizzo, James G.  .................................1987
Rizzo, Peter F., M.D.  ......................... 1987
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Roberts, Thomas A .............................1958
Rodgers, James J. ...............................2000
Rooney, Timothy J. ............................1978
Ross, Herbert C., Jr. ...........................1985
Rowen, James S. ................................1970
Ruane, James J. ..................................2009
Ruane, William J.  ..............................1991
Ryan, Edward J., Jr ............................ 1983
Ryan, Herbert F .................................. 2005

Ryan, James T. ...................................1988
Ryan, John D., III ............................... 1990
Ryan, John W .....................................2007
Ryan, John W., Jr. ............................... 2007
Ryan, Thomas J. ................................. 2010
Ryan, Thomas H ................................. 2007
Ryan, William F., Jr. ........................... 2001

Sachs, John R. ....................................2014
Sargent, Sean M. ................................ 2009
Sarkis, Christopher J. .........................2009
Sattely, James, Jr ................................2005
Scheets, Francis M. ............................1999
Schriffen, Gerard J. ............................ 2011
Seele, Paul M .....................................2003
Shanhan, John H. ...............................2010
Shanley, Richard L. ............................1962
Shea, John M. .....................................1986
Shea, Michael J. .................................1990
Sheehan, Daniel J. ..............................2007
Sheehan, Gary P. ................................2009
Sheehan, Rev. John R., S.J. ................ 2010
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Sheehy, Patrick J. ............................... 2014
Sheridan, Thomas I., III  ....................1995
Sherrill, M. David ..............................2004
Shields, John M ..................................2007
Simpson, Laurence S .........................2003
Sinnott, Peter J. III .............................1970
Sinnott, Peter J. IV  ............................ 1991
Slattery, James F., Jr ...........................1997
Slattery, James F., Sr ..........................1997
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Smith, James T ...................................2002
Smith, James T., Jr .............................2002
Smith, Kevin P. .................................. 2014
Smyth, Edmund J. ..............................2014
Smyth, Michael V. ..............................1996
Smyth, Peter H. ..................................1997
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Spence, Ronald V. ..............................2013
Spencer, Matthew A. ..........................2013
Spillane, Dennis K.  ...........................1992
Spinelli, Anthony R ............................2003
Stafford, Desmond P. .........................2009
Stokes, Desmond ...............................2010
Strain, Charles M. ..............................1984
Sulecki, Robert J., Jr. .........................2013
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Sullivan, Calvin E.F ...........................2007
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Sullivan, Timothy J ............................2007
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Sweeney, Edward C ........................... 2001
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Thornton, Justin A. ............................. 2014
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Webber, Matthew R ...........................2002
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Whamond, III, Donald S. ...................2008
White, Peter B. ...................................2014
White, Thomas J.  ..............................1995
Wicht, Stewart E. ...............................2012
Williams, Clifford P. .......................... 2013
Wilson, Andrew M.  ...........................1995
Winkler, Edward H. ...........................2012
Woods, Brian J. .................................. 2014
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CHARITIES OF THE SOCIETY
The Society was founded in 1784  “for the relief of natives 

of Ireland, or descendants of natives of Ireland, as may become 
indigent and poor... or to the making of grants to such charitable, 
educational or religious organizations as are exempt from taxa-
tion...to assist them in relief of the indigent and poor” in the City 
of New York.  The Society makes contributions to a variety of 
organizations that assist New Yorkers in need in fulfillment of its 
mission, including several Irish charitable and cultural organiza-
tions, Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of New York, New 
York educational institutions, soup kitchens, bread lines and shel-
ters, hospitals and health care institutions.

The enlargement of the Society’s Charitable Funds will permit 
more generous distributions in fulfillment of the Society’s purpos-
es, and Members are encouraged to consider personal donations 
and bequests in their estate planning.

FORM OF BEQUEST
I give and bequest to “The Society of the Friendly Sons 
of Saint Patrick in the City of New York,’’ a Corporation 
created in the year 1827 under the Laws of the State of 
New York, the sum of …… DOLLARS

ANNIVERSARY DINNERS
A list of places where the anniversary dinners of the Society 

have been held since its organization to the year 1962 appears in 
the History, Appendix H, page 538.

 1963 Hotel Astor
 1964 Waldorf-Astoria Hotel
 1965-1966 Hotel Astor
 1967-1968 Hilton Hotel
 1969-1978 Americana Hotel
 1979-1988 The Sheraton Centre Hotel
 1989-2014 Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers

GLEE CLUB
A brief history of the Glee Club appears in the 1994 Yearbook 

of the Society, at page 89.
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OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY
A chronological list of officers of the Society from its 

 organization to the year 1962 appears in the History, Appendix 
D, page 524. For later years, see 1963 Yearbook and the 
following:

1964-1965
eugene f. Moran, Jr., President
franciS B. delehanty, Jr.,
  1st Vice-Pres.
daniel f. cohalan, 2nd Vice-Pres.
arthur J. MorriS, Treasurer
richard c. MurPhy,
  Rec. Secretary and Historian
PhiliP J. curry, Cor. Secretary
Martin f. Shea, Almoner

1966
franciS B. delehanty, Jr., President
daniel f. cohalan, 1st Vice-Pres.
John S. Burke, Jr., 2nd Vice-Pres.
Martin f. Shea, Treasurer
richard c. MurPhy,
  Rec. Secretary and Historian
PhiliP J. curry, Cor. Secretary
J. frank MorriS, Almoner

1967
franciS B. delehanty, Jr., President
daniel f. cohalan, 1st Vice-Pres.
John S. Burke, Jr., 2nd Vice-Pres.
Martin f. Shea, Treasurer
PhiliP J. curry, Secretary
Mark P. StuMPf, Historian
J. frank MorriS, Almoner

1968-1969
daniel f. cohalan, President
John S. Burke, Jr., 1st Vice-Pres.
alfred y. Morgan, 2nd Vice-Pres.
Martin f. Shea, Treasurer
PhiliP J. curry, Secretary
Mark P. StuMPf, Historian
J. frank MorriS, Almoner

1970-1971
John S. Burke, Jr., President
alfred y. Morgan, 1st Vice-Pres.
Martin f. Shea, 2nd Vice-Pres.
daVid V. ruSSell, Treasurer
PhiliP J. curry, Secretary
Mark P. StuMPf, Historian
J. frank MorriS, Almoner

1972-1973
alfred y. Morgan, President
Martin f. Shea, 1st Vice-Pres.
JoSePh c. nugent, 2nd Vice-Pres.
daVid V. ruSSell, Treasurer
PhiliP J. curry, Secretary
Mark P. StuMPf, Historian
J. frank MorriS, Almoner

1974-1975
Martin f. Shea, President
JoSePh c. nugent, 1st Vice-Pres.
lawrence x. cuSack, 2nd Vice-Pres.
thoMaS a. coleMan, Treasurer
PhiliP J. curry, Secretary
Mark P. StuMPf, Historian
J. frank MorriS, Almoner

1976-1977
JoSePh c. nugent, President
lawrence x. cuSack, 1st Vice-Pres.
thoMaS a. coleMan, 2nd Vice-Pres.
JoSePh c. Brennan, Treasurer
PhiliP J. curry, Secretary
Mark P. StuMPf, Historian
J. frank MorriS, Almoner

1978-1979
lawrence x. cuSack, President
thoMaS a. coleMan, 1st Vice-Pres.
Bernard f. curry, 2nd Vice-Pres.
JoSePh c. Brennan, Treasurer
PhiliP J. curry, Secretary
Martin J. white, Historian
J. frank MorriS, Almoner

1980-1981
thoMaS a. coleMan, President
Bernard f. curry, 1st Vice-Pres.
williaM hugheS Mulligan,
    2nd Vice-Pres.
JoSePh c. Brennan, Treasurer
PhiliP J. curry, Secretary
Martin J. white, Historian
J. frank MorriS, Almoner
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1982
Bernard f. curry, President
williaM hugheS Mulligan,
    1st Vice-Pres.
John J. Phelan, Jr., 2nd Vice-Pres.
JoSePh c. Brennan, Treasurer
PhiliP J. curry, Secretary
Martin J. white, Historian
J. frank MorriS, Almoner

1983
Bernard f. curry, Jr., President
williaM hugheS Mulligan,
    1st Vice-Pres.
John J. Phelan, Jr., 2nd Vice-Pres.
thoMaS c. Burke, Treasurer
PhiliP J. curry, Secretary
Martin J. white, Historian
J. frank MorriS, Almoner

1984-1985
williaM hugheS Mulligan, President
John J. Phelan, Jr., 1st Vice-Pres.
John t. o’hagan, 2nd Vice-Pres.
thoMaS c. Burke, Treasurer
thoMaS a. Brennan, Jr., Secretary
Martin J. white, Historian
J. frank MorriS, Almoner

1986-1987
John J. Phelan, Jr., President
John t. o’hagan, 1st Vice-Pres.
Peter P. Mullen, 2nd Vice-Pres.
thoMaS c. Burke, Treasurer
thoMaS a. Brennan, Jr., Secretary
tiMothy P. SulliVan, Historian
J. frank MorriS, Almoner

1988-1989
John t. o’hagan, President
Peter P. Mullen, 1st Vice-Pres.
thoMaS a. Brennan, Jr., 
    2nd Vice-Pres.
thoMaS c. Burke, Treasurer
edward J. Burke, Secretary
tiMothy P. SulliVan, Historian
J. frank MorriS, Almoner

1990-1991
Peter P. Mullen, President
thoMaS a. Brennan, Jr.,
   1st Vice-Pres.
edward J. Burke, 2nd Vice-Pres.
Patrick f.x. Mulhearn, Treasurer
tiMothy P. SulliVan, Secretary
auStin S. MurPhy, Historian
J. frank MorriS, Almoner

1992
thoMaS a. Brennan, Jr., President
edward J. Burke, 1st Vice-Pres.
Victor d. ziMinSky, Jr., 2nd Vice-Pres.
Patrick f.x. Mulhearn, Treasurer
tiMothy P. SulliVan, Secretary
auStin S. MurPhy, Historian
J. frank MorriS, Almoner

1993
thoMaS a. Brennan, Jr., President
edward J. Burke, 1st Vice-Pres.
Victor d. ziMinSky, Jr., 2nd Vice-Pres.
Patrick f.x. Mulhearn, Treasurer
tiMothy P. SulliVan, Secretary
auStin S. MurPhy, Historian
John a. coleMan, Jr., Almoner

1994-1995
edward J. Burke, President
Victor d. ziMinSky, Jr., 1st Vice-Pres.
auStin S. MurPhy, 2nd Vice-Pres.
John h. fitzSiMonS, Treasurer
tiMothy P. SulliVan, Secretary
roBert J. reilly, Historian
John a. coleMan, Jr., Almoner

1996-1997
Victor d. ziMinSky, Jr., President
auStin S. MurPhy, 1st Vice-Pres.
williaM J. cronin, 2nd Vice-Pres.
John h. fitzSiMonS, Treasurer
tiMothy P. SulliVan, Secretary
roBert J. reilly, Historian
williaM J. Mccafferty, Almoner

1998-1999
williaM J. cronin, President
tiMothy g. reynoldS, 1st Vice-Pres.
John h. fitzSiMonS, 2nd Vice-Pres.
John P. caSey, Treasurer
rayMond c. teatuM, Secretary
roBert J. reilly, Historian
williaM J. Mccafferty, Almoner

2000-2001
tiMothy g. reynoldS, President
John h. fitzSiMonS, 1st Vice-Pres.
roBert J. reilly, 2nd Vice-Pres.
John M. Queenan, Treasurer
rayMond c. teatuM, Secretary
henry f. white, Jr., Historian
John P. caSey, Almoner
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2002-2003
John h. fitzSiMonS, President
roBert J. reilly, 1st Vice-Pres.
alfred e. SMith, iV, 2nd Vice-Pres.
John M. Queenan, Treasurer
rayMond c. teatuM, Secretary
henry f. white, Jr., Historian
John a. Brennan, Almoner

2004-2005
roBert J. reilly, President
alfred e. SMith, iV, 1st Vice-Pres.
Brian M. MurPhy, 2nd Vice-Pres.
John M. Queenan, Treasurer
rayMond c. teatuM, Secretary
henry f. white, Jr., Historian
John a. Brennan, Almoner

2006
alfred e. SMith, iV, President
Brian M. MurPhy, 1st Vice-Pres.
thoMaS M. o’Brien, 2nd Vice-Pres.
John M. Queenan, Treasurer
rayMond c. teatuM, Secretary
henry f. white, Jr., Historian
John a. Brennan, Almoner

2007
alfred e. SMith, iV, President
Brian M. MurPhy, 1st Vice-Pres.
thoMaS M. o’Brien, 2nd Vice-Pres.
John M. Queenan, Treasurer
rayMond c. teatuM, Secretary
Brian g. anderSSon, Historian
John a. Brennan, Almoner

2008
Brian M. MurPhy, President
thoMaS M. o’Brien, 1st Vice-Pres.
Mark B. codd, 2nd Vice-Pres.
John M. Queenan, Treasurer
rayMond c. teatuM, Secretary
Brian g. anderSSon, Historian
John a. Brennan, Almoner

2009
Brian M. MurPhy, President
thoMaS M. o’Brien, 1st Vice-Pres.
Mark B. codd, 2nd Vice-Pres.
John M. Queenan, Treasurer
rayMond c. teatuM, Secretary
Brian g. anderSSon, Historian
John J. fitzSiMonS, Almoner

2010-2011
thoMaS M. o’Brien, President
Mark B. codd, 1st Vice-Pres.
John c. walton, 2nd Vice-Pres.
John M. Queenan, Treasurer
rayMond c. teatuM, Secretary
Brian g. anderSSon, Historian
John J. fitzSiMonS, Almoner

2012-2013
Mark B. codd, President
John c. walton, 1st Vice-Pres.
Matthew t. Mclaughlin,
     2nd Vice-Pres.
thoMaS h. SulliVan, Treasurer
John a. coleMan iii, Secretary
Michael f. doyle, Historian
John J. fitzSiMonS, Almoner

2014
John c. walton, President
Matthew t. Mclaughlin,
     1st Vice-Pres.
keVin J. rooney, 2nd Vice-Pres.
thoMaS h. SulliVan, Treasurer
John a. coleMan iii, Secretary
Michael f. doyle, Historian
John J. fitzSiMonS, Almoner
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MYLES J. AMBROSE
Myles Joseph Ambrose, a Life Member of the Society having 

joined in 1968, died on June 3, 2014, in Leesburg, VA at the age 
of 87.  Myles was born in the Bronx on July 21, 1926, the son of 
Arthur Ambrose and Ann Campbell Ambrose. His father was a 
Wall Street stockbroker and his mother, before marriage, was a 
professional singer. 

Myles graduated from the New Hampton School in New 
Hampshire, and Manhattan College in 1948, where he majored 
in business administration. He earned a law degree in 1952, from 
New York Law School. He married Elaine Miller Ambrose.  She 
predeceased him in 1975.

He was an Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Southern District 
of New York from 1954 to 1957, when he was named chief coor-
dinator of law enforcement for the Treasury Department. Myles 
had also been an Executive Director of the Waterfront Commis-
sion of New York Harbor and head of the United States Customs 
Bureau when he was appointed by President Richard M. Nixon, 
in 1972, to lead the White House Office of Drug-Abuse Law En-
forcement, the precursor to the Drug Enforcement Administration 
(DEA). His task as an Assistant Attorney General was to serve 
as the President’s drug advisor, and to form a pilot program from 
competing government departments and agencies: Justice, Trea-
sury, State Department, Coast Guard, C.I.A. and F.B.I. which be-
came the DEA.

In 1973 he returned to the private practice of law in Washing-
ton DC. Among his many charitable activities he served as the 
chairman of the board of Daytop Village, a drug addiction treat-
ment organization in New York City. He resided in Landowne, VA 
and later Leesburg, VA. His funeral Mass took place at St. Theresa 
Church in Ashburn VA.

Myles loved the Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick and 
was faithful in his attendance at the Anniversary Dinners. He had 
many friendships lasting over many years.
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The Society extends its deep sympathy to his children Myles, 
Kathleen, Kevin, Elise, Nora and Christopher, his stepchildren, 
Michael, Susan, Tom Genovese and Nancy Iannone, and seven-
teen grandchildren. 

   Brian Rathjen
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee

DONAL P.  DUFF         
Donal P. Duff, a Life Member who joined the Society in 1988, 

passed away peacefully surrounded by his family on Friday, Janu-
ary 17, 2014, at the age of 88.

Donal was born in 1925, the son of Patrick and Elizabeth Duff 
and raised in the Highbridge section of the Bronx.  He was the 
middle child between his sister Maureen and sister Sheila.  Both 
of his parents were born in Ireland. His dad worked for the A&P 
Supermarkets.   Donal lived with his wife of 61 years, Jane Rita 
Murphy Duff, in Waldwick, NJ, since 1961. She pre-deceased him 
by 2 months.  He worked for the New York State Court System for 
38 years having risen to the title of Chief Clerk of the New York 
State Supreme Court. Before that, he was a ten-year veteran of the 
New York City Police Department. 

Among his honors during his distinguished professional career, 
he received the Bernard Botein Medal from the New York City 
Bar Association and the Raymond Keane Memorial Award

He was a graduate of Sacred Heart Elementary School, the De 
La Salle Institute located at 106 West 59th Street, Union College 
and New York Law School. He served proudly in the United States 
Navy during World War II aboard the USS Graylag. 

Donal was a devoted parishioner of St. Luke's Church of Ho 
Ho Kus. He gave completely of himself to the care and wellbeing 
of his family working two jobs for nearly twenty years. His chari-
table spirit knew no bounds. He was an avid reader, a great sports 
fan, a sparkling wit, and a spell-binding storyteller. 

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at St. Luke's R.C. 
Church, Ho Ho Kus, NJ followed by interment in the church cem-
etery. 



110

The Society extends its deep sympathy to his sons and daugh-
ters, Patrick Duff and his wife Mary, Mary Duff Koury and her 
husband Joe, Donal Duff and his wife Barbara, Maureen Duff 
Longway and her husband Chad, and Eileen Duff Blalock and her 
husband Jamie.

   Myles F. Dolan
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee

ARTHUR J. DUNNE, JR.
Arthur J. "Artie" Dunne, Jr., of Middletown, NJ and Palm 

Beach Gardens, FL, an Active Member of the Society since 1994, 
passed away unexpectedly on Monday, Feb. 17, 2014, at the age 
of 63. 

Arthur was born in Bayside, Queens to Arthur and Peg (nee 
Shea) Dunne. He graduated from Saint Francis High School 
in Buffalo, NY and went on to attend Saint Francis College in 
Brooklyn, NY. 

Artie was an accomplished swimmer and water polo player 
who starred on high school, college and the New York Athletic 
Club teams. 

After graduating from St. Francis College, Artie entered the 
insurance industry where eventually he formed his own compa-
ny, The Risk Management Planning Group (RMPG), a third party 
administrator and claims service organization specializing in the 
management of workers’ compensation, liability and disability 
benefits insurance programs. The company was defined by Artie's 
personality and his sense of integrity. He was an active member of 
numerous organizations including the Knights of the Holy Sepul-
chre and Sunrise Day Camp. He will be remembered as always 
willing to help anyone in need.

A Mass of Christian Burial was offered for him at the 
Church of St. Monica, 413 East 79th Street in Manhattan. 
The Society extends its deep sympathy to his devoted wife of 40 
years, Sheila (nee McPartlin); his sister, Toni and her husband Ray 
Pendergrass; his three loving sons, Liam and his wife Stacey of 
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Cedar Grove, NJ, Peter and his wife Christina of Moorestown, NJ, 
and Sean of San Francisco, CA. and to his grandchildren, Jack, 
Sean, Maggie and Ellie.

   Brian Rathjen
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee

JAMES B. FERGUSON
James “Barney” Ferguson, retired NYPD homicide detective 

and Active Member of the Society of the Friendly Sons of St. 
Patrick, died Saturday, May 31, 2014 at Calvary Hospice in the 
Bronx. He was 77 and had been battling cancer and other ailments 
for years. He lived in Pelham for 40 years before moving to New 
Rochelle in 2013. 

Barney was the fourth of five children born to Mae McGlynn 
and William Ferguson, both of whom hailed from County Leitrim, 
Ireland. His father was a Department of Public Works foreman 
and built many of the city streets that Barney would later patrol 
and help keep safe. Barney was educated at P.S. 65, St. Luke’s 
Elementary School, Samuel Gompers High School, City College 
and Iona College. 

Barney joined the NYPD in 1957 and was very active in vari-
ous organizations, serving as president for the Retired Detectives 
Association, the NYPD Emerald Society, County Leitrim Society 
and the Grand Council of Emerald Societies. He was also a trustee 
of the Detectives Endowment Association and was vice president 
of the Police Anchor Club-Knights of Columbus. 

After 22 years of dedicated service, Barney retired from the 
force in 1979. He received dozens of awards from many po-
lice, Irish and civic organizations, including the NYPD Anchor 
Club’s Man of the Year, the Bronx Conservative Parties Lifetime 
Achievement Award and the Westchester Police Emerald’s Irish-
man of the Year. 

In one of the greatest honors of his life, and a magnificent hon-
or for our Society, Barney was elected to serve as Grand Marshal 
for the New York City St. Patrick’s Day Parade in 1978. In the 
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entire 250-year history of the parade, he remains the only active 
member of the NYPD to serve as grand marshal. 

Despite four battles with cancer and losing 80 percent of his 
eyesight, Barney stayed active in many organizations into his last 
years and months. A funeral Mass was held at Our Lady of Per-
petual Help in Pelham, with burial immediately following at St. 
Raymond’s Cemetery in the Bronx

The Society extends its deepest sympathy to his wife of 53 
years, the former Jean Archambault, and to their children: Anne, 
James “Barney” Jr., Karen, Andrew and Erin, and five grandchil-
dren: Joshua, Elena, Monika, Noah and Sebastian.

   Brian Rathjen
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee
       

RONALD F. HARDIMAN
Ronald F. Hardiman, of Spring Lake Heights, and formerly of 

River Edge, NJ, and a Life Member of our Society having joined 
in 1979, died on Friday, August 22, 2014, at 79 years of age. 

After graduating from Ferris High School in Jersey City, Ron 
served in the US Army during the Korean War. Furthering his ed-
ucation at the N.Y. School of Finance, Ron pursued a career at the 
New York Stock Exchange, where he was a floor broker for over 
forty years.

In 1976, he ran successfully for a council seat in River Edge, 
serving the town in that capacity for fifteen years. Serving as a 
Little League coach and part of the Riverdell Football Parents 
group, Ron not only cheered on the teams, but also frequently 
bantered with the kids using his legendary good humor, providing 
words of wisdom in the process. Whether at the Exchange, the 
town council, or with family, friends and neighbors, Ron's ready 
wit and kindly smile broke the ice and left everyone feeling better. 
Because of his unique ability to make others feel cared about and 
appreciated, Ron was a favorite of young and old alike. He could 
get opposing factions to cooperate and at council meetings would 
quickly see through all the details and be able to verbalize what 
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the real issue actually was. He was not afraid to do the right thing 
even if it was not the popular choice. 

Ron was a Life Member of our Society and attended our An-
niversary Dinners in March with great enthusiasm, which he 
shared with friends. For fifteen years, Ron contributed his talents 
to the Sacred Heart Enrichment Program in Jersey City, through 
which many inner-city children participated in educational trips 
to shows, museums and concerts in New York City and northern 
New Jersey. When asked to assume the leadership role of The Riv-
er Edge 9/11 Memorial Gardens project to create a site for com-
memorating the lives of the five River Edge residents who lost 
their lives on 9/11, Ron said yes, leading the project to a moving 
dedication ceremony of the Gardens on September 11, 2005. He 
truly felt that this was his greatest accomplishment.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated for Ron at St. Cath-
arine’s Church in Spring Lake, NJ.

The Society extends its deep sympathy to his wife of 44 years, 
Margaret "Peggy" (nee McLoughlin) Hardiman, of Spring Lake 
Heights, and to his son Shane, of Burlington, VT, and to his neph-
ews, Brian Colligan and Patrick Colligan.

   Brian Rathjen
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee

J. KENNETH HICKMAN
J. Kenneth Hickman, a devoted Life Member of the Society 

since 1982, died on December 10, 2014, at the age of 86.  Ken 
served superbly as a member and as Chairman for several years of 
the Committee on Accounts of the Society.

Ken was born in Brooklyn NY, and raised in Queens NY. He 
attended Regis High School and graduated in 1946. By working 
at Charles Sommer & Bros. as a jewelry salesman, Ken was able 
to attend Fordham University College of Business, which at the 
time was located at 302 Broadway, Manhattan, and graduated in 
1951 cum laude with a BS in accounting.  Because his Army unit 
was activated just prior to his graduation his mother accepted his 



114

diploma at the ceremony. Ken served in the Army for two years 
and achieved the rank of first lieutenant.

Ken was a partner in the international accounting firm of Ar-
thur Andersen & Co. where he worked for 37 years. During his 
time there he opened and managed the Newark NJ office before 
becoming director of their international business practice located 
in New York.  Ken was active in the American Institute of C.P.A.s, 
and also with the NY and NJ Society of C.P.A.s where he was a 
chapter president.

Ken was devoted to the Jesuits and became the Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees of Regis High School in 1982. He joined the 
Board of Trustees of Fordham University in 1983 and served as a 
Trustee, or Trustee Emeritus, for 30 years. Fordham was among 
the great joys of his life.  He had previously served as the Nation-
al Chairman of the Fordham University Alumni Federation. He 
also served on a number of deans’ and presidential advisory com-
mittees at the Rutgers Graduate School of Business and at Seton 
Hall University. He was also a trustee, director or officer of the 
National Foreign Policy Council for International Understanding, 
the Ireland-U.S. Council, and the US-USSR Trade and Economic 
Council.  He was a founder and first chairman of the US Industry 
Coordination Group on EU Matters and member of the Business 
Council for the UN, the Carnegie Council, and the National Com-
mittee on Foreign Policy, the American Council on Germany, the 
National Committee for US-China Relations, and the Economics 
Club of New York.

Aside from his commitment and love of Fordham University, 
Ken was also a great supporter and Board Member of the Amer-
ican Irish Historical Society. He was a part owner of Dromoland 
Castle, in Newmarket on Fergus in County Clare.

Ken gave freely of his time and counsel to friends, charities 
and organizations. He had high standards and strong convictions, 
yet was humble and accessible. Quick-witted, he was a wonderful 
story-teller. Ken was married to his beloved Irene Davis for 58 
years. They lived in Leonia for some early years and then settled 
in Summit NJ. His Mass of Christian Burial, celebrated by the 
President of Fordham University, was held at St. Teresa of Avila 
Church in Summit.
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The Society extends its deepest sympathy to his family, his 
lovely wife Irene having also died prior to the publication of this 
Memorial, to his daughters Trish, Carolyn, and Beth and their hus-
bands and children in all of whom he took great joy and delight.

   John V. Connorton, Jr.
   Sean R. Driscoll
   John D. Feerick
   Robert J. Reilly
   Joseph C. Sweeney
   John C. Walton
    Committee

PATRICK N. MOLONEY
Patrick Noel Moloney, an Active Member of our Society since 

1989, died on May 14, 2014, at the age of 74.
Patrick was born in Limerick City, Ireland on January 2, 1940, 

the son of Patrick and Margaret Moloney.  His brother, William, 
and his sister, Moira, predeceased him in Ireland.  

Patrick received his undergraduate degree from Fordham Uni-
versity School of Education in 1968, and he received his Masters 
in Business Administration from Fordham University in 1973.  
Patrick was married to his beloved Elizabeth for 50 years, and 
they have five children: Maureen, Margaret, Patricia, Kevin and 
Denise. They made their home in Sag Harbor, NY.

Patrick spent 25 years working in the Fiduciary Division at 
Chemical Bank.  In 1983, he founded Independent Investors, Inc., 
a professional investment advisory service, where he served as 
President.

Patrick was an enthusiastic sportsman and loved hurling, row-
ing, Irish football and all forms of Gaelic games.  He especially 
loved golf, and although he termed himself a ”hacker”, he scored 
a hole-in-one at the Hampton Hills Golf Club in 2013.  He was a 
member of the New York Athletic Club, the Shamrock Golf Club, 
the Smithtown Landing Men’s Golf Association and the Bally-
bunion Golf Club in County Kerry.

He and his wife, Elizabeth, founded the Moloney Family Foun-
dation in 2013 to further their philanthropic ideals.  There were 
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especially appreciative of the work of the Franciscan Friars of the 
Atonement, and those involved in cancer research.

A Mass of Christian Burial took place at St. Andrews Church 
in Sag Harbor.

The Society extends its deep sympathy to his wife, Elizabeth, 
his children, and to his eight grandchildren.

   Brian Rathjen
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee

REV. MARK A. O’CONNELL
Reverend Mark A. O'Connell, a Life Member of the Society 

having joined in 1979, and retired parochial vicar of Saint Peter's 
Roman Catholic Church in Belleville, N.J., entered into eternal 
life on Aug. 22, 2014, surrounded by members of his loving fam-
ily.

The fourth of 12 children of Claire and Joseph D. O'Con-
nell, Mark was a proud son of Jersey City. He attend-
ed St. Nicholas School and St. Michael's High School.  
A member of the Class of 1965 of Seton Hall University, he re-
ceived a degree in classical languages. Following graduation, he 
joined the Dun & Bradstreet Company, where he enjoyed a very 
successful business career.

 While working at Dun & Bradstreet, he earned a law degree 
from New York Law School in 1973. He was admitted to the New 
Jersey Bar and served as law secretary to Judge Edward F. Hamill 
of the New Jersey Superior Court.

 He answered the call to the Roman Catholic priesthood and 
graduated from the Immaculate Conception Seminary with a mas-
ter of arts in theology in 1979. He was ordained to the sacred 
priesthood in service to the Archdiocese of Newark by Archbish-
op Peter L. Gerety on May 26, 1979.

 Father Mark began his priestly service as a parochial vicar 
at Saint Peter the Apostle Parish in River Edge, N.J., where he 
was very active in youth ministry, spiritual retreats, and vocation 
efforts.  In 1990, he was appointed to Saint Peter's Parish in Bel-
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leville, where he continued his service to the Catholic commu-
nity with great energy and enthusiasm. He also became fluent in 
Spanish so that he could minister more effectively to the large 
numbers of Hispanic parishioners. At the same time Father Mark 
served with distinction in preparing adults for full initiation into 
the Catholic Church.

 His ministry was marked by a deep devotion to the tenets of 
the Roman Catholic faith, as well as great respect and charming 
grace in his dealings with people. He served all but most especial-
ly the poor, the sick and the abandoned, with exceptional dignity 
and a gentle spirit. 

Father Mark was also extremely proud of his Irish-American 
roots, serving as chaplain for the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick of 
Hudson County and he was also was a loyal member of the An-
cient Order of Hibernians, Division 3 New York County. He thor-
oughly enjoyed attending our Stated Meetings in New York.

A Mass of Christian Burial was offered for him at St. Peter’s 
Roman Catholic Church in Bellville and interment was in the St. 
peter’s Cemetery.

Mark was predeceased by his parents; and by his brothers, 
Daniel and Joseph Barry, as well as by his sisters, Ellen and 
Joanne. The Society extends its deep sympathy to his siblings: 
Claire Roarty (Hugh), Eugene, Mary Beth Caulfield (Jack), Dr. 
Denis, Jane O'Brien (Jay), Margaret Nielsen (Jeff) and Kathleen 
Mahoney (Jim), as well as his sister-in-law, Mary Denise Walsh O' 
Connell, and his brother-in-law, Jim Kennedy and his wife, Sue, 
and to his many loving nieces and nephews.

   Brian Rathjen
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee
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CHARLES P. O’REGAN
Charles P. O’Regan, a Life Member of the Society having 

first joined in 1973, died September 28, 2014. He was born in the 
Bronx, NY to the late Charles (whose parents were born in Cork, 
Ireland) and Mary McCaffrey O'Regan. His mother was born in 
County Monaghan.

Charles was a graduate of St. Luke's School, Cardinal Hayes 
High School and Manhattan College--all in the Bronx.  Charles 
also earned an MBA at the Hagen School of Business at Iona Col-
lege. He worked for 40 years for the Kearfott Corporation, a de-
fense contractor specializing in the development of guidance & 
navigation systems for military applications: first as an engineer 
and later in business development nationally and internationally. 
The holder of 4 patents, Charles was the first to solve an intrac-
table issue of out-of-control satellite antennas. His stabilization 
invention was a key element in the later development of the Stra-
tegic Defense Initiative envisioned by his distant relative--Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan. 

Charles was parishioner of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, where 
he was a lector at Sunday Masses. His funeral mass was held at 
his parish and burial was at St. Raymond’s Cemetery in the Bronx.  
A devotee of all-things-Irish, Charles often listened to Irish music 
particularly John McCormack.

Wife, Maureen, predeceased Charles. They made their home in 
Pelham Manor, NY.

The Society extends its deep sympathy to his daughter Jeanne 
Marie; his sister Sr. Sheila Marie, O.P.; his brother Timothy and 
wife Claire; his brother-in-law Fr. James McAuley, M.M.; sister-
in-law Irene and nephews Timothy, Thomas and Christopher and 
niece Catherine.

   Brian Rathjen
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee
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JOSEPH P. QUINLAN
Joseph Patrick Quinlan, an Active Member of the Society since 

1996, died on January 24, 2014. Joseph was born in Brooklyn to 
John and Mary Ryan Quinlan. His grandparents were from the 
McGrath, Ryan, Delaney and Quinlan families with roots in Lim-
erick.

Joseph was a retired principal in the New York City School 
system at PS 127K and made his home for many decades with 
his beloved wife, the former Maureen Tiedemann, in Bay Ridge, 
Brooklyn.

Joe had at one time been the President of the St. Patrick’s Soci-
ety of Brooklyn, a highly respected association that was founded 
in 1950.  He was also a former President of the Men’s Club of Bay 
Ridge. He was a member of the Irish Teachers Association and the 
Catholic Teachers Association. 

His daughter, Erin Patricia Quinlan, predeceased him.
A Mass of Christian Burial took place at Our Lady of Angels 

in Bay Ridge.
The Society extends its deep sympathy to his wife, Maureen, 

and to his daughters, Eileen and Elizabeth Quinlan McMurray, 
and to his grandchildren, Ryan, John and Maeve.

   Brian Rathjen
   John G. Ingram
   Robert J. Reilly
   Raymond C. Teatum
    Committee
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Charter
AN ACT to incorporate the Society of the Friendly Sons of 

Saint Patrick, in the City of New-York. Passed February 13, 1827.
WHEREAS, the members of a society instituted for the relief 

of indigent natives of Ireland, and their descendants, have peti-
tioned the legislature for an act of incorporation, the better to en-
able them to obtain the objects of their association; Therefore

1. Be it enacted by the People of the State of New- York, rep-
resented in Senate and Assembly, That John Chambers, James 
McBride, James Magee, Alexander Charters, John Montgomery, 
John Cauldwell and Daniel McCormick, and such other persons as 
now are or hereafter shall become members of the society of the 
friendly sons of Saint Patrick, in the city of New-York, are hereby 
constituted and declared a body politic and corporate, in fact and 
in name, by the name of “The Society of the Friendly Sons of 
Saint Patrick in the City of New-York,” and by that name they and 
their successors, during the existence of the said corporation, shall 
and may have perpetual succession; and shall in law be capable of 
suing and being sued, pleading and being impleaded, answering 
and being answered unto, defending and being defended, in all 
courts and places whatsoever; and that they and their successors 
may have and use a common seal, and may change and alter the 
same from time to time at their pleasure; and also that by their 
corporate name, and in their corporate capacity, they and their suc-
cessors may purchase, take, hold, use and enjoy, sell, lease and 
convey any estate, real or personal, for the use and benefit of said 
corporation.

2. And be it further enacted, That the said corporation shall 
have power to make such constitution, by-laws and regulations, 
as they shall judge proper, for the appointment of officers, for the 
admission of new members, for the government of the officers 
and members thereof, for collecting annual contributions from 
the members towards the funds thereof, for regulating the times 
and places of meeting of the said society, for suspending or ex-
pelling such members as shall neglect or refuse to comply with 
the by-laws or regulations, and for the managing and directing the 
property, affairs and concerns of said society: Provided, That such 
constitution, by-laws and regulations be not inconsistent with the 
Laws or constitution of this state, or of the United States: Provided 
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further, That the said corporation shall not engage in any banking 
business, nor dispose of any of its funds except for its corporate 
purposes, namely the relief of such members of the said Society, 
natives of Ireland, and descendants of natives of Ireland or of a 
member of said Society, as may become indigent and poor, or the 
making of grants to such charitable, educational or religious orga-
nizations as are exempt from taxation under the internal revenue 
laws of the United States to assist them in relief of the indigent 
and poor.

3. And be it further enacted, That the present officers of said 
society shall hold their respective offices until others shall be cho-
sen in their places.

4. And be it further enacted, That this Act be, and hereby is 
declared to be, a public act, and that the same shall be construed 
in all courts and places, benignly and favourably for every bene-
ficial purpose therein intended, and that no misnomer of the said 
corporation in any deed, gift, grant, device or other instrument of 
contract or conveyance shall vitiate or defeat the same: Provided, 
The corporation shall be sufficiently described to ascertain the in-
tention of the parties.

5. And be it further enacted, That the legislature may at any 
time hereafter amend, alter, modify or repeal this act.

(Laws of New York 1827, chapter 42, as amended by Certifi-
cate of Amendment filed by the Department of State, State of New 
York, on December 29, 1975.)

BY - LAWS
(As amended to December 09, 2010)

ARTICLE I
NAME AND SEAL OF THE SOCIETY

SEC.1. The name of the Society is “THE SOCIETY OF THE 
FRIENDLY SONS OF SAINT PATRICK IN THE CITY OF NEW 
YORK.”

SEC.2. The seal of this Society shall be an Irish Harp, with the 
motto: “Erin Go Bragh.”
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 ARTICLE II
MEMBERSHIP

SEC.1. There shall be five classes of membership: (1) Active, 
(2) Life, (3) Veteran, (4) Honorary, and (5) Armed Services.  The 
number of active members shall be limited to one thousand (ex-
clusive of the members referred to in Section 8 of this Article II) 
and the number of life members to four hundred.

SEC.2. Gentlemen of the age of twenty-one years and over, 
citizens or legal residents of the United States of America, being 
natives or descendants of natives of Ireland, and of good moral 
character, shall be eligible for admission to active or life mem-
bership.

SEC.3. All members, except those in the classes of Honorary 
and Armed Services, shall be entitled to vote and hold office.

ACTIVE MEMBERS

SEC.4. The initiation fee and the annual dues shall be at 
amounts established by the Officers from time to time.  The an-
nual dues shall be payable on Saint Patrick’s Day in each year for 
the year then ensuing.  The Officers may elect from time to time 
in their discretion to waive the initiation fee or permit installment 
payments. 

SEC.5. An application for active membership shall be in writ-
ing, on the form prescribed setting forth the name, age and busi-
ness, profession or occupation of the applicant, the facts show-
ing him to be a native or a descendant of a native of Ireland, his 
places of residence and of business, profession or occupation and 
such other facts as the Committee on Admissions shall prescribe 
as indicative of his eligibility for membership shall be signed by 
the applicant.  Such application shall bear the signatures of two 
members, one as proposer and the other as seconder, and shall 
be filed with the Secretary who shall refer it to the Committee on 
Admissions.  The Secretary shall send to the membership, with 
the notice of the next stated meeting, a list of all applications since 
the notice of the last stated meeting.  Unless the Board of Officers 
determines otherwise, one-half of the initiation fee shall be paid 
when the application is filed with the Secretary.  If a person is not 
elected to membership, this portion of the initiation fee shall be 
refunded.
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SEC. 6. The Committee on Admissions shall consider each 
application and may require from the applicant such additional 
written or oral statements as the Committee deems desirable.  The 
Committee, in its sole judgment, shall have the right to accept or 
decline any applicant.

The Committee, in recommending applicants for election, may 
give preference to sons and grandsons of those who are or were 
active or life members.

If the Committee acts favorably upon an application, it shall so 
report to the Society at a stated meeting at which there shall be a 
vacancy to be filled in the roster of active members and the Soci-
ety shall proceed to vote on the election of such applicant.

SEC. 7. Each new active member shall qualify by paying the 
remainder of the then current initiation fee and dues at the then 
prescribed amount promptly upon notification of his election.  
Failure to so qualify shall invalidate his election.  If such new 
member be elected at the January stated meeting, such dues shall 
be in payment of the dues for the year commencing the following 
Saint Patrick’s Day.

SEC.8. Active members serving in the Armed Services of the 
United States of America shall, during the time of war or armed 
combat or until their discharge during the time of war or armed 
combat from such service, be exempt from the payment of annual 
dues until Saint Patrick’s Day following the termination of such 
war or discharge; but the suspension of dues may be further ex-
tended by vote of the Officers.

These members shall not be included, either before or after the 
termination of the war or their discharge, in the limit for active 
members described in Section 1 of this Article II.  Loss of mem-
bership in the ranks of these members shall not be treated as va-
cancies to be filled.

SEC.9. An active member who shall be in arrears for dues for a 
period greater than one year or a member who shall be indebted to 
the Society for a sum exceeding the amount of dues for one year, 
unless the Committee on Admissions determines otherwise, shall 
forfeit his membership and his name shall be removed from the 
roster of the Society.  A member whose name has been so removed 
may be required to pay all dues and other indebtedness incurred to 
the date of such removal.
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LIFE MEMBERS

SEC. 10. Only an Active Member who has attained the age of 
fifty-five and paid annual dues for at least twenty years may be 
considered for Life Membership. An application for Life Mem-
bership shall be signed by the applicant.  If the Committee on 
Admissions acts favorably on an application for admission to Life 
Membership it shall so report to the Society at a stated meeting 
at which there shall be a vacancy, to be filled in the roster of life 
members and the Society may elect such applicant to Life Mem-
bership, conditioned upon the payment on a one-time basis of four 
hundred dollars which shall be in lieu of the payment thereafter of 
any annual dues.  There shall be no refund of any annual dues paid 
prior to the date of such election.

VETERAN MEMBERS

SEC. 11. An active member who has attained the age of sev-
enty years, and has paid dues for twenty-five years may, upon his 
application, be transferred, with the approval of the Committee on 
Admissions, to the veteran class, with all the rights and privileges 
of an active member and shall thereafter be exempt from the fur-
ther payment of dues.

HONORARY MEMBERS

SEC. 12. Honorary membership may hereafter be conferred by 
the Society if the following requirements and conditions be ful-
filled:

(a) The person proposed shall be of Irish birth or descended in 
a direct line from an Irish ancestor.

(b) The person proposed shall have rendered some conspicu-
ous service to the United States of America, to the City of 
New York, to Ireland or to the Irish people, or shall have 
achieved distinction by laudable effort that reflects credit 
and honor upon the Irish.

(c) The proposal shall be in writing, signed by at least three 
members, and set forth the qualifications of the person pro-
posed.  It shall be filed with the Secretary who shall refer it 
to the Committee on Admissions.

(d) The Committee on Admissions shall inquire into the merits 
of the proposal and if the Committee acts favorably upon 
the proposal, it shall so report in writing to the Society at 
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the next stated meeting.  Notice of the proposal and of the 
Committee’s report shall be mailed to the members prior 
to the meeting at which the Committee presents its report.  
Upon the vote of three fourths of the members present and 
entitled to vote at a stated meeting, the gentleman proposed 
shall be enrolled as an honorary member and shall be ex-
empt from initiation fee and annual dues.  He shall not be 
entitled to vote or hold office.

ARMED SERVICES MEMBERS

SEC.13. Armed Services memberships shall include the pres-
ent members in that class and persons who are or have been in 
the Armed Services of the United States of America who may be 
elected as such members as hereinafter provided.

SEC.14. A person may be proposed for Armed Services mem-
bership if he fulfills the requirements set forth in Section 2 of this 
Article II and has rendered some conspicuous or outstanding ser-
vice in the Armed Services of the United States of America.  The 
proposal shall be in the same form and subject to the same action 
as set forth in Section 12 (c) and (d) of this Article II for the elec-
tion of honorary members.  An Armed Services member shall be 
exempt from the initiation fee and annual dues.  He shall not be 
entitled to vote or hold office.

ARTICLE III
OFFICERS AND THEIR ELECTION

SEC.1. The officers of the Society shall be: President, First 
Vice-President, Second Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, Al-
moner and Historian (who shall collectively constitute the Board 
of Officers).  Any two or more offices may be held by the same 
person except the offices of President and Secretary.

SEC.2. The officers shall be elected annually at the stated meet-
ing in November from the members entitled to vote.

SEC.3. The Society, at the stated meeting in May in each year, 
shall elect a Nominating Committee of not less than seven nor 
more than ten members as proposed by the President.  It is desir-
able that the Committee include the immediate Past President as 
Chair and two other recent Past Presidents among the member-
ship.
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This Committee shall nominate:
(a) members for the offices to be voted for at the stated meet-

ing in November, and 
(b) in the event of the death, resignation or removal of an of-

ficer, other than the President or First Vice-President, a 
member for the vacant office to be voted for at a meeting 
of the Society to serve for the unexpired term.

The Nominating Committee, not less than twenty nor more 
than forty days prior to the stated meeting in November or the 
meeting at which a vacancy is to be filled, shall mail to each mem-
ber the names of the candidates to be voted for at the meeting.

SEC.4. Nominations of candidates, other than nominated by 
the Nominating Committee, shall be signed by not less than thirty 
members in good standing and delivered to the Secretary in time 
for him to mail to each member the names of such candidates not 
less than five nor more than ten days before the stated meeting 
in November or before the meeting at which the vacancy is to be 
filled. For purposes of these Bylaws, sending a document by mail 
shall include posting on the Society’s web site or any other form 
of electronic delivery/access.

SEC.5. Election of officers shall be by ballot or viva voce at the 
meeting at which the election is held.  No nominee may be voted 
for at any such meeting unless proposed as provided in Sections 3 
and 4 of this Article III.

SEC.6. In the event of the death, resignation or removal of any 
officer, other than the President and First Vice-President, the Pres-
ident may, pending the election to fill the vacancy thus caused, 
designate a member to perform the duties of the vacant office.

SEC.7. In the event of the temporary absence of an officer, oth-
er that the President and First Vice-President, the President may 
designate a member to perform the duties of such officer tempo-
rarily.

SEC.8. Election of officers and of the Nominating Committee 
shall be by the vote of a majority of the members present and enti-
tled to vote at the meeting at which the election is held.
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ARTICLE IV
DUTIES OF OFFICERS

President
SEC. 1. The President shall preside at all meetings and func-

tions of the Society.  He shall be the chief executive officer of the 
Society, and he shall perform all the duties commonly incident 
to his office and such other duties as the Board of Officers shall 
assign to him or as are specifically devolved upon him by these 
Bylaws.

Vice-Presidents
SEC. 2. In the event of the death, resignation or removal of 

the President, the First Vice-President shall succeed to that office 
and the Second Vice-President shall succeed to the office of First 
Vice-President.

The duties of the President shall, in his temporary absence, de-
volve on the First Vice-President and, in the event of his inability 
to act, on the Second Vice-President.

Treasurer
SEC. 3. The Treasurer shall keep the moneys and securities 

of the Society, withdraw such securities from their place or plac-
es of deposit and purchase and sell securities, all as provided in 
Sections 3 and 4 of Article VII.  He shall pay all duly incurred 
obligations of the Society as provided in these Bylaws and make 
payments of moneys appropriated and of grants directed by the 
Committee on Charity.

All payments on account of initiation and/or membership fees 
and dues shall be made payable to the Society.

The Treasurer shall keep, at the offices of the Society, suitable 
books of account and record therein all receipts and disburse-
ments.  Such recording of receipts and disbursements shall be seg-
regated, as they may be applicable to the Capital Fund or General 
Fund referred to in Sections 1 and 2 of Article VII. The Treasurer 
shall render at each stated meeting a report of the finances of the 
Society, setting forth all receipts and disbursements applicable to 
the Capital and General Funds since the preceding stated meeting 
and the credit balance of each fund as it then appears.  The report 
rendered at the November stated meeting shall be the Annual Re-
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port of the Board of Officers and shall present such other informa-
tion as is required by law or regulation to be shown in the annual 
report of a board of directors of a not-for-profit corporation.  After 
the accounts of the Treasurer have been audited by the Committee 
on Accounts, as provided in Section 8 of Article VI, at the end of 
the fiscal year, the Treasurer shall prepare and have printed and 
distributed to the members or to have available to members on the 
web site of The Society of the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick in 
the City of New York an annual financial report in advance of the 
stated meeting in November.

The Board of Officers may direct the Treasurer to set aside 
each year from the income of the Society, such amount as the 
Board determines to be applied to the expenses in connection with 
the operation of the Society, including the preparation, printing, 
distribution and/or publication of a history or a part thereof.

The above provisions do not apply to the moneys dispensed by 
the Almoner or his report.

The Treasurer may be required to indemnify the Society by a 
surety bond in such amount as shall be stipulated by the Board of 
Officers from time to time, the cost of which shall be borne by the 
Society.

Secretary
SEC. 4. The Secretary shall have the custody of all member-

ship and statistical records and journals of the Society and the 
corporate seal, attend and act as Secretary at all meetings of the 
Society, the Board of Officers, the Committee on Admissions and 
the Committee on Charity, assure that minutes are properly taken, 
and keep a record of the proceedings of such meetings.

The Secretary shall at all times maintain a list of the member-
ship.  If any moneys of the Society are received by him, he shall 
transmit the same promptly to the Treasurer.

The Secretary shall promptly forward to each new member no-
tice of his election and to all members who are in good standing 
annual membership cards.  He shall cause to be prepared and de-
livered to each member a badge of the Society upon payment of 
the requisite fee therefor.

The Secretary shall receive and answer all written communi-
cations and mail to the members notices of stated or special meet-
ings and other notices required by these Bylaws.
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The Secretary shall act as Secretary to the Board of Stewards, 
issue all tickets for the anniversary dinner (checks for which shall 
be made to the order of the Society), guest tickets for the stated 
meetings and other functions of the Society.  He shall, at the con-
clusion of the anniversary dinner or other functions of the Society, 
submit to the Board of Officers a complete account of all moneys 
received by him and transmitted to the Treasurer.

The Secretary may be required to indemnify the Society by a 
surety bond in such amount as shall be stipulated by the Board of 
Officers from time to time, the cost of which shall be borne by the 
Society.

Almoner
SEC. 5. The Almoner shall, with the written authorization of the 

President, the First Vice-President, or the Second Vice-President, 
dispense in accordance with applicable law the moneys appropri-
ated by the Society to his use for the relief of indigent persons. 
He shall report to the Society at each stated meeting the amounts 
received and disbursed by him since the last stated meeting.

Historian
SEC. 6. The Historian shall assemble records, data or docu-

ments and endeavor to ascertain facts relating in any way to the 
activities or accomplishments of the Society or its members in 
order that a history of the Society may be prepared and a record 
of the activities or accomplishments of the Society or its mem-
bers may be preserved.  The Historian shall have charge of the 
preparation of such history.  Upon the completion of a history, or a 
part thereof, he shall submit it to the Board of Officers for review.  
After the approval of a history, or a part thereof, by the Board of 
Officers, that Board, when authorized by the Society, shall have 
the same published in a form determined by the Officers which 
may include (but shall not be limited to) electronic formats.

The Historian shall have charge of, and cause to be prepared, a 
“year book” which may cover more than one year’s activities, and 
which shall be distributed to the members at such time, and in a 
form determined by the Officers.



148

ARTICLE V
BOARD OF OFFICERS

SEC. 1. The Board of Officers shall consist of the President, 
the First and Second Vice-Presidents, the Treasurer, the Secretary, 
the Almoner, and the Historian.  The President shall be Chairman 
of this Board.

SEC.2. Except as provided in these Bylaws, the Board of Of-
ficers shall manage and control the property, affairs and concerns 
of the Society and may incur any necessary or proper expenses in 
connection therewith.  The Board may from time to time authorize 
the employment of assistants to the Secretary and the Treasurer, 
whose compensation shall be fair and reasonable and shall be paid, 
as determined by the President, from the funds of the Society.

The Board shall approve the payment of all obligations of the 
Society, except as provided in these Bylaws.

SEC.3. The bonds of indemnity required of the Treasurer and 
Secretary shall be executed by a surety company or companies.  
Such bonds and any insurance policies issued to or held by the 
Society shall be approved by the Board of Officers and delivered 
to and kept in the possession of the President.  The premiums for 
such bonds and insurance policies shall be borne by the Society.

SEC.4. The past Presidents of the Society shall be entitled to 
attend the meetings of the Board of Officers in an advisory capac-
ity but shall have no vote.

SEC.5. Notice of meetings of the Board of Officers, stating the 
time, place and objects thereof, shall be given by the President or 
the Secretary by sending the same by first class mail to each mem-
ber thereof at his residence or business address, or by delivering 
the same to him personally or by electronic mail to the address 
provided to the Society by such member, not less than two nor 
more than fifteen days before the meeting, but such notice may be 
waived in writing by any member thereof either before or after the 
meeting.  Any Board member, or any Committee member, may 
participate in a meeting of such Board or Committee by means 
of a conference telephone or similar communications equipment 
which allows all persons participating in the meeting to hear each 
other at the same time.  Participation by such means shall consti-
tute presence in person at a meeting.  Electronic mail is not per-
mitted to participate or vote at Board or Committee meetings, but 
unanimous consents may be obtained by use of electronic mail.  
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SEC.6. A majority of the entire Board of Officers shall consti-
tute a quorum for the transaction of business or of any specified 
item of business.  The vote of a majority of the members of the 
Board present at the time of the vote, if a quorum is present at such 
time, shall be the act of the Board.

SEC.7. Any action required or permitted to be taken by the 
Board of Officers may be taken without a meeting if all members 
of the Board consent in writing to the adoption of a resolution 
authorizing the action.  The resolution and the written consents 
thereto by the members of the Board shall be filed with the min-
utes of the proceedings of the Board.

ARTICLE VI
BOARD OF STEWARDS AND COMMITTEES

SEC. 1. There shall be constituted in the manner hereinafter 
provided, a Board of Stewards and the following standing Com-
mittees that shall advise and assist the Board of Officers in the 
management of the affairs of the Society: Committee on Admis-
sions, Committee on Charity, Committee on Accounts and Com-
mittee on Finance.

Board of Stewards
SEC. 2. The Board of Stewards shall consist of not less than 

seven nor more than ten members to be appointed by the Presi-
dent, one of whom he shall designated as Chairman.  The officers 
shall be members of the Board of Stewards, although they shall 
not be included in the membership limits.

SEC.3. The Society shall, unless the Board of Stewards deter-
mines otherwise, hold an anniversary meeting, and dine together 
on Saint Patrick’s Day, except when Saint Patrick’s Day falls on 
Saturday or Sunday or any other day which the Stewards deter-
mine presents a impediment, in which event the festivities may be 
observed on such other day in March as shall be specified by the 
Board of Stewards.

The Board of Stewards shall fix the price of tickets, arrange the 
toasts and select guests of the Society for the anniversary dinner, 
and otherwise supervise the conduct of the dinner.

SEC.4. The Board of Stewards shall arrange for and supervise 
all other social functions or gatherings of the Society.
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SEC.5. The Board of Stewards shall regulate the admittance of 
guests to the meetings of the Society and maintain proper decorum 
and order.

Committee on Admissions
SEC. 6. The Committee on Admissions shall consist of not 

less than nine nor more than twelve members to be appointed by 
the President, one of whom he shall designate as Chairman.  The 
President and Secretary shall be ex-officio members of this Com-
mittee.

The Committee shall have the powers and perform the duties 
devolved upon it under and set forth in these Bylaws.

Committee on Charity
SEC. 7. The Committee on Charity shall consist of not less 

than seven nor more than ten members to be appointed by the 
President, one of whom he shall designate as Chairman.  The Of-
ficers shall also be members of this Committee.

The Society may, at a stated meeting, appropriate moneys from 
the funds of the Society to be disbursed for charitable purposes.  
The moneys so appropriated shall be allocated to such institutions 
or organizations as this Committee may determine and shall be 
disbursed by the Treasurer. The Treasurer shall report to the Soci-
ety at a stated meeting the amounts disbursed to each institution or 
organization, or announce in a mailing to members that this data 
may be viewed at the Society’s website or may be requested from 
the Society’s offices.

Committee on Accounts
SEC. 8. The Committee on Accounts shall consist of not less 

than seven nor more than ten members to be appointed by the 
President, one of whom he shall designate as Chairman.

This Committee shall audit the accounts of the Treasurer and 
Secretary and it may examine the proceedings of the Board of 
Officers, Board of Stewards and the Committees with respect to fi-
nances.  In connection with such audit, the Committee may retain 
an independent certified public accountant who shall receive rea-
sonable and customary compensation as approved by such Com-
mittee and shall be paid by the Society.  The accountant may not 
be a member of the Committee.
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The reports of the Committee shall be submitted to the Board 
of Officers.

Committee on Finance
SEC. 9. The Committee on Finance shall consist of not less 

than three nor more than five members, other than officers to be 
appointed by the President, one of whom he shall designate as 
Chairman.  The Committee shall be responsible for oversight of 
the investment of the Society’s funds in accordance with an In-
vestment Policy adopted by the Board of Officers.  With the ap-
proval of the President of the Society, the Committee may engage 
investment advisory or investment management services, and the 
costs thereof may be paid from funds held in such investment ac-
counts.

The Committee shall keep informed as to the securities held 
in the Capital Fund.  The Committee shall, not less than annu-
ally, issue its report to the Board of Officers on the status and 
performance of the Capital Fund. The Committee shall oversee 
competent professional managers engaged by the Board of Of-
ficers, including the review and approval of short and long term 
investment strategy and asset allocation, and the establishment of 
performance standards for the investment managers, all consistent 
with the Investment Policy adopted by the Board of Officers and 
with applicable Federal and New York State Statutes and Regula-
tions.

ARTICLE VII
FUNDS OF THE SOCIETY

SEC. 1. The funds of the Society shall be kept in accounts des-
ignated as the (a) Capital Fund (previously known as the Perma-
nent Fund), (b) General Fund (previously known as the Income 
Fund), and (c) such other temporary specific purpose Funds as 
may be approved by the Officers.  The Capital Fund shall consist 
of the securities and moneys now in the Permanent Fund and the 
moneys referred to in Section 2 of this Article VII, to become a 
part of the Capital Fund.  The General Fund shall consist of all 
moneys received by or for the Society not required to be placed in 
the Capital Fund.

SEC.2. The amounts received for Life Membership of the So-
ciety shall be contributed to the Capital Fund.  The Board of Of-
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ficers may utilize the Capital Fund for specific capital needs of 
the Society, or under exigent circumstances as determined by the 
Board of Officers in its sole discretion. The Board of Officers may 
determine that all or any part of the surplus income of the Society 
should be deposited in the Capital Fund.  The income of the Soci-
ety shall consist of initiation fees, dues, and the interest accruing 
from the investment of its Capital Fund.  

SEC.3. Cash and securities in the Capital Fund shall be placed 
in a custodian or similar account in such bank, trust company or 
other similar entity preferably in the City of New York as the Board 
of Officers shall designate; they shall not be withdrawn from such 
bank, trust company, or other entity, except upon the written ap-
proval of two of the officers of the Society.  The Board of Officers 
may also, in its discretion, hire a professional investment manager 
who may be given discretion to purchase or sell securities pursu-
ant to an investment policy adopted by the Board of Officers.  The 
professional investment manager shall be compensated, and such 
compensation shall be charged to the Capital Fund.

SEC.4. The moneys in the General Fund or other temporary 
specific purpose Funds, as provided in Section 1 of this Article 
VII, shall be deposited in such federally insured bank or trust com-
pany as the Board of Officers shall designate. 

SEC.5. No indebtedness or obligation shall be incurred for the 
account of the Society other than under the authority of specific 
appropriation made by the Society or as approved by the Board of 
Officers or as provided in these Bylaws.

SEC.6. The fiscal year of the Society shall be from Saint Pat-
rick’s Day in one year to the day before Saint Patrick’s Day next 
ensuing.

ARTICLE VIII
STATED MEETINGS OF THE SOCIETY

SEC. 1. The Society shall hold three stated meetings in each 
year, viz: on the first or second Monday following the second day 
of January; on the first Monday of May and on the second or third 
Monday of November, the last mentioned of which shall be con-
sidered the annual meeting of members. The President may alter 
a meeting date, consistent with the notices provisions in Sec 2 
below, when unusual circumstances or conditions make the sched-
uled date inadvisable or inconvenient for the membership.
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SEC.2. Each stated meeting of the Society shall be held at such 
hour and place as the Board of Officers shall designate by written 
notice given by first class mail or electronically to each member 
entitled to vote thereat not less than ten nor more than thirty days 
before the meeting. 

SEC.3. One hundred fifty members or thirty percent (30%) of 
the total number of members in good standing (whichever is less) 
shall be necessary to constitute a quorum at any stated meeting of 
the Society, except as provided in these Bylaws.

SEC. 4. At each stated meeting the order of business shall be 
as follows:

1—Roll call
2—Reading minutes of the last meeting
3—Reports of officers and committees
4—Election of officers (November Meeting)
5—Unfinished business
6—New business

ARTICLE IX
SPECIAL MEETINGS OF THE SOCIETY

SEC. 1. The President shall call special meetings of the Society 
when, in his judgment, it is necessary and appropriate.  It shall be 
the duty of the President to call special meetings at the written re-
quests of 2/3rds of the Board of Officers, or upon a request signed 
by fifty members of the Society or thirty percent (30%) of the total 
number of members in good standing (whichever is less).  Re-
quests for special meetings shall be in writing, fully setting forth 
the purpose thereof.  Written notice of each special meeting shall 
be given to each member entitled to vote thereat by first call mail 
or electronically and published on the web site given not less than 
ten nor more than fifty days before the date of the meeting and 
shall state the purpose or purposes for which the meeting is called. 

SEC.2. At special meetings one hundred fifty members or thir-
ty percent (30%) of the total number of members in good standing 
(whichever is less) shall be necessary to constitute a quorum

SEC.3. Special meetings shall be confined to the transaction of 
such business as is indicated in the notice of the meeting.  No other 
business may be lawfully conducted.
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ARTICLE X
AMENDMENTS TO BY LAWS

SEC.1. Suspension, repeal or amendment of any of the Bylaws 
of this Society shall be considered only when the proposal for 
such suspension, repeal or amendment shall have been submitted 
in writing at a previous stated meeting and a copy of such propos-
al shall have been incorporated in the notice of such meeting at 
which action upon the proposal is to be taken, provided that such 
notice must be a written or electronic notice sent at least 20 days 
in advance of the stated meeting with a blacklined version marked 
to show proposed changes to the Bylaws.

SEC.2. At any meeting where consideration is given to the 
adoption of any proposal for the suspension, repeal or amendment 
of any provision of these Bylaws, a resolution or motion for the 
adoption of any such proposal shall require a vote of the majority 
of the members present and entitled to vote.

ARTICLE XI
INDEMNIFICATION AND INSURANCE

SEC.1. Authorized Indemnification.  Unless clearly prohibited 
by law or Section 2 of this Article XI, the Society shall indemni-
fy any person (“Indemnified Person”) made, or threatened to be 
made, a party in any action or proceeding, whether civil, criminal, 
administrative, investigative or otherwise, including any action by 
or in the right of the Society, by reason of the fact that he or she 
(or his or her testator or intestate), whether before or after adop-
tion of this Section, is or was a director or officer of the Society.  
The indemnification shall be against all judgments, fines, penal-
ties, amounts paid in settlement (provided the Society shall have 
consented to such settlement) and reasonable expenses, including 
attorneys’ fees and costs of investigation, incurred by an Indemni-
fied Person with respect to any such threatened or actual action or 
proceeding, and any appeal thereof.

SEC.2. Prohibited Indemnification. The Society shall not 
indemnify any person if a judgment or other final adjudication 
adverse to the Indemnified Person establishes, or the Board of 
Officers in good faith determines, that such person’s acts were 
committed in bad faith or were the result of active and deliberate 
dishonesty and were material to the cause of action so adjudicated 
or that he or she personally gained in fact a financial profit or other 
advantage to which he or she was not legally entitled.
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SEC.3. Advancement of Expenses. The Society shall, on re-
quest of any Indemnified Person who is entitled to be indemni-
fied by the Society, pay or promptly reimburse the Indemnified 
Person’s reasonably incurred expenses in connection with an ac-
tion or proceeding prior to its final disposition.  However, no such 
advancement of expenses shall be made unless the Indemnified 
Person makes a binding, written commitment to repay the Society, 
with interest, for any amount advanced for which it is ultimately 
determined that he or she is not entitled to be indemnified under 
the law or Section 2 of this Article XI.  An Indemnified Person 
shall cooperate in good faith with any request by the Society that 
common legal counsel be used by the parities to such action or 
proceeding that are similarly situated unless it would be inappro-
priate to do so because of actual or potential conflicts of interest 
between the parties.

SEC.4. Indemnification of Others.  Unless prohibited by law 
or Section 2 of this Article XI, the Board of Officers may approve 
indemnification as set forth in Section 1 of this Article XI or ad-
vancement of expenses as set forth in Section 3 of this Article 
XI, to a person (or the testator or intestate of a person) who is or 
was employed by the Society or who is or was a volunteer for the 
Society, and who is made, or threatened to be made, a party in any 
action or proceeding, by reason of the fact of such employment 
or volunteer activity, including actions undertaken in connection 
with service at the request of the Society in any capacity for any 
other corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust, employee ben-
efit plan or other enterprise.

SEC.5. Insurance. The Society may purchase insurance if au-
thorized and approved by the Board of Officers.  To the extent 
permitted by law, such insurance may insure the Society for any 
obligation it incurs as a result of this Article XI or operation of 
law and it may insure directly the directors, officers, employees 
or volunteers of the Society for liabilities against which they are 
not entitled to indemnification under this Article XI as well as for 
liabilities against which they are not entitled to be indemnified by 
the Society.

SEC.6. Nonexclusive Rights.  The provisions of this Article XI 
shall not limit or exclude any other rights to which any person 
may be entitled under law or contract.  The Board of Officers is 
authorized to enter into agreements on behalf of the Society with 
any director, officer, employee or volunteer, providing them rights 
to indemnification or advancement of expenses in connection with 
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potential indemnification in addition to the provisions in this Ar-
ticle XI, subject in all cases to the limitations of Section 2 of this 
Article XI.

ARTICLE XII
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

SEC.1. Definition of Conflicts of Interest.  A conflict of interest 
will be deemed to exist whenever an individual is in the position 
to approve or influence the Society’s policies or actions which in-
volve or could ultimately harm or benefit financially: (a) the in-
dividual; (b) any member of his/her immediate family (spouse, 
parents, children, brothers or sisters, and spouses of these indi-
viduals); or (c) any organization in which he, she or an immediate 
family member is a director, trustee, officer, member, partner or 
more than 10% shareholder.  Service on the board of another not-
for-profit corporation shall not constitute a conflict of interest.

SEC.2. Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest.  An officer or com-
mittee member shall disclose a conflict of interest: (a) prior to 
voting on or otherwise discharging his/her duties with respect to 
any matter involving a conflict which comes before the Board or 
any committee thereof; (b) prior to entering into any contract or 
transaction involving a conflict; (c) as soon as possible after the 
director or officer learns of a conflict; and/or (d) on the annual 
conflict of interest disclosure form.  The Secretary of the Society 
shall distribute annually, 30 days prior to the Annual Meeting of 
Directors, to all Directors, Officers, committee members, and key 
employees a form soliciting the disclosure of all conflicts of inter-
est arising during the prior calendar year to date, including specific 
information concerning the terms of any contract or transaction 
with the Society and whether the process for approval set forth in 
Section 3 of this Article XII was satisfied.

SEC.3. Approval of Transactions Involving Potential Conflicts 
of Interest.  A Director or Officer who has or learns about an ac-
tual or potential conflict of interest should disclose promptly to 
the Secretary of the Society the material facts surrounding such 
actual or potential conflict of interest, including specific informa-
tion concerning the terms of any contract or transaction with the 
Society.  All efforts should be made to disclose any such contract 
or transaction and have it approved by the Board before the ar-
rangement is entered into.  Following receipt of information con-
cerning a contract or transaction involving a potential conflict of 
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interest, the Board shall consider the material facts concerning the 
proposed contract or transaction including the process by which 
the decision was made to recommend entering into the arrange-
ment on the terms proposed.  The Board shall approve only those 
contracts or transactions in which (a) the terms are fair and reason-
able to the Society and (b) the arrangements are consistent with 
the best interests of the Society.  Fairness includes, but is not lim-
ited to, the concepts that the Society should pay no more than fair 
market value for any goods or services which the Society receives 
and that the Society should receive fair market value consideration 
for any goods or services that it furnishes to others.  The Board 
shall set forth the basis for its decision with respect to approval 
of contracts or transactions involving conflicts of interest in the 
minutes of the meeting at which the decision is made, including 
the basis for determining that the consideration to be paid is fair 
to the Society.

SEC.4. Validity of Actions. No contract or other transaction be-
tween the Society and one or more of its directors or officers, or 
between the Society and any other corporation, firm, association 
or other entity in which one or more of its directors or officers are 
directors or officers, or have a substantial financial interest, shall 
be either void or voidable for this reason alone or by reason alone 
that such director or directors or officer or officers are present at 
the meeting of the Board of Officers, or of a committee thereof, 
which authorizes such contract or transaction, or that his/her or 
their votes are counted for such purpose, if the material facts as 
to such director’s (or directors’) or officer’s (or officers’) inter-
est(s) in such contract or transaction were disclosed to the Board 
and the contract or transaction was thereafter approved by a vote 
sufficient for such purpose, counting the vote(s) of such interested 
director(s) or officer(s).  Common or interested officers shall be 
counted in determining the presence of a quorum at a meeting of 
the Board of Officers or committee which authorizes such contract 
or transaction.   

SEC.5. Employee Conflicts of Interest.  An employee of the 
Society with a potential conflict of interest in a particular matter 
shall promptly and fully disclose the potential conflict to his/her 
supervisor.  The employee shall thereafter refrain from participat-
ing in deliberations and discussions, as well as any decision, re-
lating to the matter and follow the direction of the supervisor as to 
how decisions of the Society which are the subject of the conflict 
will be determined.  The President shall be responsible for deter-
mining the proper way for the Society to handle decisions of the 
Society which involve unresolved employee conflicts of interest.  
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In making such determinations, the President may consult with 
legal counsel.  The President shall report to the Board at least an-
nually concerning employee conflicts of interest which have been 
disclosed and contracts and transactions involving employee con-
flicts which the President has approved.

ARTICLE XIII
MISCELLANEOUS

SEC.1. A member may resign from the Society by tendering 
his resignation in writing.  Such resignation, however, shall be 
accepted only upon the payment in full of his indebtedness to the 
Society.

SEC.2. Any member who commits or performs any act preju-
dicial to the best interest and reputation of the Society may, after 
a full and fair hearing before the Board of Officers, and on the 
recommendation of two-thirds of the members of such Board, be 
expelled by the Society.

SEC.3. At a stated or special meeting of the Society, the elec-
tion of the Nominating Committee or of any officer or the adop-
tion of a resolution or carrying of a motion shall require a majority 
of the members present and entitled to vote except as provided in 
these Bylaws.

SEC.4.The adoption of a resolution or carrying of a motion at a 
meeting of any Board or Committee except the Board of Officers 
shall require a majority vote of all the members of the respective 
Board or Committee.

SEC.5. Every member entitled to vote at a meeting of members, 
or to express consent or dissent without a meeting, may authorize 
another member or members to act for him by written proxy duly 
presented to the Secretary prior to the conduct of the business of 
the meeting.  All references in these Bylaws to members present 
at a meeting shall include those present by proxy as well as those 
present in person.

SEC.6. These Bylaws shall be governed by, and interpreted in 
a manner consistent with the laws of the State of New York.  In 
all questions involving the correct interpretation of these Bylaws 
the decision of the Board of Officers shall be final and conclusive.
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