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he Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the 
City of New York held its Regular Stated Meeting 
on January 9th, 2012 at the Princeton Club, 15 W 
43rd Street New York, NY, with the Society’s Pres-
ident, Mark B. Codd, presiding. President Codd 
presented the speaker for the evening, Francis X. 

Comerford, a successful executive in the broadcasting industry. 
Francis spoke about being selected as the Grand Marshal in the 
upcoming Saint Patrick’s Day Parade as well as his upbringing in 
an Irish-American household. 

The Society held its Two Hundred and Twenty-Eighth Anni-
versary Dinner on March 16, 2012 in the Grand Ballroom of the 
Sheraton New York Hotel and Towers with one thousand four 
hundred and twenty seven members and guests in attendance.  The 
ballroom was decorated with the traditional  green wall hangings, 
a large illuminated replica of the membership medallion was posi-
tioned on one wall and the Society’s historic painting of its patron, 
Saint Patrick, was positioned above the dais and was flanked by 
the flags of the United States, Eire, the State of New York, the 
City of New York and the Vatican City state.  Carnations of green 
and white decorated the tables and boutonnieres were provided 
for all guests.  The President of the Society, former presidents, 
representatives of other ancient societies, speakers, and other dis-
tinguished guests were seated on the dais.

The Glee Club of the Friendly Sons, under the direction of 
Kevin Faughey, opened the festivities with the traditional singing 
of “The Hail of the Friendly Sons” and provided entertainment 
throughout the evening with songs by former president Victor 
Herbert.  President Mark B. Codd welcomed the members and 
their guests and introduced Timothy Cardinal Dolan, Cardinal 
Archbishop of New York, who offered the invocation. 

After dinner, President Codd offered a response to the first toast 
“To the President of the United States.” Dr. Brennan O’Donnell, 
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President of Manhattan College then toasted “To the Day We Cel-
ebrate.”  Harry Smith, Correspondent at NBC News, responded to 
the toast “To the United States.”

At the Regular Stated Meeting held on May 7, 2012 at the 
Princeton Club, President Mark Codd introduced Father Patrick 
Ryan, S.J. who is the McGinley Professor of Religion and Society 
at Fordham University. Father Ryan spoke on “growing up Irish 
in New York City.” 

The Annual Meeting of the Society took place on November 
12, 2012 at the Princeton Club. The Society approved an extraor-
dinary grant of $100,000 for the relief of persons effected by Hur-
ricane Sandy.  After the election of the officers, President Mark 
Codd introduced the Glee Club, to render some songs and enter-
tainment for the Society. 
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The Regular Stated Meeting of the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of Saint Patrick in the City of New York, held on Monday 
January 9, 2012, at The Princeton Club, 15 West 43rd Street, New 
York City, was called to order by the President of the Society, 
Mark B. Codd.

PRESIDENT MARK B. CODD:  Good evening. I call this 
meeting to order and ask our Glee Club to open this meeting with 
a singing of “The Hail of the Friendly Sons.”

(The Hail of the Friendly Sons was performed by the Glee 
Club.)

Gentlemen, well done.
I now ask Father Mark O’Connell to come to the dais to say 

grace.
Apparently, Father is not yet here. Is there a priest in the house?
Gentlemen, we are saved. Father, if you could approach.
Father, just for the sake of appearance, by the authority of the 

Board, I create an immediate membership.
(Grace was said by Father Douglas Crawford.)
Gentlemen, we owe our thanks to Father Douglas Crawford.  

Immediately after the dinner, I would like to consult with Father 
Crawford’s schedule for the rest of the year.

Gentleman, bon appétit.  We will start our dinner service mo-
mentarily.

(Dinner was served.)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Good evening, gentlemen.  Welcome 

to this January meeting.  Quite an extraordinary turnout tonight.  
Every chair is filled, and we have to have some people get up after 

REGULAR STATED MEETING 
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The Princeton Club

New York, New York

January 9, 2012
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a quick dinner so that somebody else can be served.
How many new members are here tonight?  Can you raise your 

hand?  Who is here for the first time?
(Applause)
Who is here as a guest?  Can you raise your hand?
To both the new members and the guests, a hearty welcome.  

And if I could ask for a hand for the Admissions Committee.  Ed 
Sweeney, are you here?  Ed, stand up, please, and be acknowl-
edged.

(Applause)
Gentlemen, at this point, in his first official act as the new Sec-

retary of the Society, I ask John Coleman to stand and be recog-
nized for the purpose of reading the minutes of our last meeting.

MR. JOHN A. COLEMAN, III:  Mr. President, I move that we 
dispense with the reading of the minutes of the last meeting and 
that they be accepted into the record.

PRESIDENT CODD:  John, I’m actually crestfallen that you 
would ask for the minutes to be — do I have a second on the mo-
tion?

(The motion was seconded.)
PRESIDENT CODD:  The membership has spoken.  But again, 

I’m absolutely crestfallen.
Gentlemen, I’d like Tom Sullivan, our new Treasurer, to ap-

proach the podium and make a report.
MR. THOMAS H. SULLIVAN:  Mr. President, Friendly Sons, 

thank you very much.
I would like to report on the finances of the Society:
∙ The capital and general funds cash on hand as of October 31, 

the last mile point, was $250,377, receipts since that time total 
$6,580, and we have had disbursements of $59,874, leaving us 
with cash available as of year-end, 12/31/2011, of $197,083.

∙ The market value of our investment account as of December 
31, 2011, was $2,425,956.

Mr. President, I would ask for a motion.
(The motion was made and seconded.)
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(The report was approved unanimously.)
One additional matter.  At our last meeting, we neglected to 

present to the members the request for the approval of funds for 
charity grants that the Society will make during the current fiscal 
year, which comes to an end on March 17.  I would therefore at 
this time like to request your approval for an amount not to exceed 
$200,000 to be awarded to charities, some of which have been 
already identified by the Charity Committee, which you will hear 
from immediately next, for the current fiscal year.  

May I have a motion on that?
(The motion was made and seconded.)
In favor?
(“Ayes”)
Thank you, gentlemen.
PRESIDENT CODD:  Now, gentlemen, it’s entirely my plea-

sure to make a presentation to Mr. Tom O’Brien, our most recent 
president.  

It is the Society’s custom that upon completion of a term of 
presidency, we do two things.  We present a gift and we also pres-
ent a certificate attesting to successful completion of the term of 
president.  Certainly Tom very successfully completed his term of 
president.  He is responsible for a great many improvements and a 
great many new creations during his two-year term.  As a result, I 
would like to make this appreciation presentation to him.

This is a very handsomely framed certificate attesting to his 
term as president.  Just as a point of order, Tom, it shows much 
better with the bubble wrap off. (Laughter)

Secondly, Tom, here is a token of our appreciation for you.
Again, gentlemen, Tom had an extraordinarily successful pres-

idency, and I think we all owe him a debt of gratitude.
(Applause)
Now to our main event.  It’s my pleasure to introduce our 

speaker for the evening, Frank Comerford, a member for approxi-
mately 15 years — more importantly, a member in good standing, 
keeping up with his dues.
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Frank has a 30-year history as a successful executive in the 
broadcasting industry.  He is the executive vice president of sales 
and marketing for NBC here in New York City.  He has been in 
that position for approximately the past 15 years.  Prior to that, 
he served an indeterminate term working for another station in a 
place called Boston.  But he survived that.  He’s a local Brooklyn 
fellow, educated here, grammar school and high school.  He did 
leave the city to go to Georgetown, but again locally educated.  
Frank tells me that he was fortunate enough to go to several local 
area high schools.  But I’ll leave an explanation of that to Frank, 
as it should be.

Gentlemen, if you would help me welcome Frank Comerford.
MR. FRANCIS X. COMERFORD:  Thank you, Mark.
I thought I did a good job at remaining single, and lasting until 

37, until I met Mark, who told me he beat me by five years and 
went to 42.  Besides that, we had a few other things in common.  
We had a very interesting lunch, and he made me feel more com-
fortable about coming here tonight to have something to say.

Good evening to everybody.  I’m thrilled to be here.  If some-
body ever told me I would have the opportunity to address the 
Friendly Sons in a venue like this, I would have said, “No way.”  
Years ago, I was told that if you’re nervous before speaking before 
a crowd, imagine the audience without clothes.  Looking around 
this room, forgive me, but I’m not going to do that tonight.

Later this year, I’m going to have the honor of leading the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade up 5th Avenue.  I have been lucky in my life 
and my career, and I have done a lot of fun things.  I’ve been to a 
dozen Super Bowls.  I’ve been to World Series, NBA champion-
ships, NCAA finals.  I’ve been to the last eight Olympics for two 
and three weeks at a time.  I honestly will tell you, I’ve never been 
more excited about a public event than this upcoming St. Patrick’s 
Day.  It’s just unbelievable to me.  I have marched in and attended 
the parade since high school.  I would never, ever in a thousand 
years have dreamed that I would have the honor and privilege of 
leading our parade up 5th Avenue.

I don’t know if you know it, but this year’s parade is dedicated 
to the men and women of the U.S. Armed Forces.  I am thrilled 
that we’re going to get a chance to recognize these brave men and 
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women, who have sacrificed so much for the rest of us.  To all 
you veterans in the audience, I have one thing to say:  Thank you.  
Can’t say that enough.  Thank you very much.

(Applause)
One of my big regrets about this year, unfortunately, is that 

there are two Irish Catholic veterans that I hold in the highest es-
teem that won’t be able to join us this year.  One is my dad, Frank 
Comerford, and the other one is my father-in-law, Bill Manning.  
Both of these guys were truly role models for me.  They left their 
homes at 17, went to fight a war, spent four-plus years overseas 
fighting for our country, came back here, and when they returned, 
they and their comrades-in-arms changed this country.  To these 
men and all our veterans that serve in all the wars, again I want to 
say thank you.  We owe them a debt of gratitude.

(Applause)
Like many of you in this room, I am a product of Irish Catholic 

New York City.  I was born and raised in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn.  I 
live there now.  In fact, a little more than 10 years ago, I moved 
back into the same home where I was raised with my six sisters 
and two brothers.  We’re close in age, a little bit more than 12 
years from the oldest, my sister Joellen, to the youngest, my broth-
er Tim.  I guess that goes without explanation, how that happened.  
I asked my father if they had a TV.(Laughter)

I don’t know if any of you have, but if you’ve ever had the 
pleasure of hearing six sisters at the same table on a regular basis, 
I can tell you, that is an experience that has given me the ability to  
take anything in the room.  A roomful of disgruntled customers is 
a walk in the park compared to that noise.  I was always afraid, on 
Sunday night when we were getting ready to go out to dinner, that 
the hairdryers would short out the East Coast.

My education — or my formal education, since I got a lot of 
education other places — started at Our Lady of Angels grammar 
school in the neighborhood.  Back then, your parish and the CYO 
was really how we measured the whole world.  When you played 
St. Ephrem’s or St. Patrick’s, that was the most important thing in 
the world to us.

It’s a little different now.  People ask you what neighborhood 
you grew up in.  They don’t ask you what parish anymore, unless 
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they’re really from the neighborhood.  Then they ask what parish.
I went to Our Lady, where the good Sisters of Charity and the 

Franciscan brothers tried to share some wisdom with a young man 
very much in a rush to do nothing and to do everything at the 
same time.  I remember their very persuasive ways of getting our 
attention.

I remember one nun in particular.  She was a lovely lady, but 
tough.  She was an Irishwoman from South Boston who stood 
probably 6 feet and had to run 200-plus, and could move like a 
cat.  Luckily for me, I was, for some reason, on her good side and 
I often escaped her backhand or ruler, when some of my other, 
less fortunate partners in crime, fell to her quick retribution.  But I 
never knew why she let me go, until one day my father came home 
laughing one evening from a special one-on-one parent-teacher 
meeting she had called.  It seemed that Sister was feeling guilty 
about her leniency towards me and explained to my dad that 
she took it easy on me because I reminded her very much of her 
younger brother.  My father said that was okay, until she explained 
to him that her younger brother was doing five to ten at Walpole 
State Prison. (Laughter)

At that point, the discipline in the home was increased, if that 
was possible.

Upon leaving Our Lady of Angels, I traveled the boroughs 
looking for a high school that would do me.  As Mark mentioned, 
I went to Brooklyn Prep, Fordham Prep, Xavier.  Almost had to 
leave Xavier, but I think the Jesuits realized that they had handed 
me off to Georgetown, they didn’t want to admit their mistake, 
and they were going to let me stay until the end.

So I have a career in high school in three boroughs, and I met 
a lot of really interesting people.  But every step of the way, I was 
educated, disciplined, and guided by men with names like Kel-
ly, Keenan, McGovern.  They were tough, but they really made 
an impression on me.  I look back and I think that between high 
school and college, the Jesuits were the biggest influence of my 
life other than my parents.
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Almost three years ago, my wife Maura and I were blessed 
with our first child, Francis Xavier, Junior.  We had been married 
almost 20 years.  As a father, now I have a reason to look back a 
little bit more, because I’m looking to the future at what’s going to 
happen to my son.  Nothing makes the past as important as trying 
to understand the future.  I look back at the people and institutions 
that influenced my development as a man.

My parents I mentioned before.  Rose and Frank Comerford, 
besides being loving parents, were my role models.  They were in-
credible people.  They were part of what Tom Brokaw wrote about 
as “the Greatest Generation.”  This group of people and the gen-
erations before them built the New York and the America that we 
enjoy today.  They worked and sacrificed to provide for their chil-
dren, gave us everything we could possibly want and then some. 

But New York today is a very different place.  I believe this is 
still the greatest city in the world, but we have some problems, 
some real problems.  Unemployment is high.  People struggle to 
feed and shelter their families.  New waves of immigrants contin-
ue to arrive in search of a better life, without, really, the tools to 
prosper in a modern society.

Some people — and this is where my wife, being smarter than I 
am, edited my remarks so that I wouldn’t be political, because my 
politics could be at times, not extreme, but my sisters refer to me 
as “Neanderthal man.”  But they’re very liberal.

Some people complain that our government doesn’t do enough 
to educate our young.  It doesn’t care for the sick.  We don’t honor 
our old so that they are safe and protected.  They may be right.  But 
I ask, don’t we share in all these obligations?  Since when is not 
our obligation on a personal level?  Why do we expect someone 
else to take care of our responsibilities?  In the past generations 
of Irish and other nationalities, immigrants came to this country 
to get ahead, to live the American dream.  If it meant building a 
school system, like the Catholics did in New York, or founding a 
hospital or supporting and feeding their friends and family, they 
did it.  They did it with government help and sometimes without 
government help.  But they did it.

What kind of New York do we want to leave for our children 
and grandchildren?  New York is a dynamic, cosmopolitan city 
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that is a world leader in finance, media, fashion, countless other 
industries.  It is a world-class city.  I think the people who appre-
ciate New York more than anyone — when you have friends from 
overseas and they come here, they’ll tell you this is the greatest 
city in the world.

I think it’s our obligation to give back, like the people before 
us who built this city.  I’m confident that the men in this room, 
like their forefathers before them, will continue to work and sac-
rifice so that future generations can proudly say that they are Irish 
American New Yorkers.

Gentlemen, thank you for the opportunity to look back and to 
look forward.  I want to wish you a good night and a great year.  

(Applause)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Thank you, Frank.
Gentlemen, please be seated.
Frank made reference to the fact that we had a lunch together to 

get to know each other.  It was a really delightful lunch together.  
During the lunch, I found out a great deal about Frank.  I found out 
how similar we were and how similar all of us are.  I found that 
Frank is, perhaps like many of us, a New York City history buff.  
So I would like to make a presentation to Frank, on your behalf, 
of what I consider to be one of the most enjoyable books recently 
published here in New York City.  Perhaps some of you have it.  
If you don’t and love New York City, you should buy it.  It is The 
Encyclopedia of New York City, edited by Kenneth T. Jackson, 
who is the dean of the Columbia University School of Architec-
ture.  It’s a hell of a read, all 2,000 pages of it.  It does tend to settle 
arguments about New York City history.

So, Frank, on behalf of the membership, please accept this.
(Applause)
Gentlemen, at this point I would like to turn the program over 

to the Glee Club, under the direction of Kevin Faughey.
By the way, tonight is our Christmas sing-along.  You do have 

on your tables the words to three songs that we are all expected 
to sing.  To the new members and to the guests, this is one of the 
most enjoyable parts of the meeting.  Stay with us.  Hang in there.  
Sing with us and enjoy.



21

Kevin?
MR. KEVIN FAUGHEY:  Thank you, Mark.
This evening the Glee Club will be singing “Lo, How a Rose 

E’er Blooming,” and then “The March of the Wise Men.”  After 
that, we’re going to have the sing-along.  We’re going to invite 
you to sing “Jingle Bells,” “White Christmas,” and “O Come, All 
Ye Faithful.”

Then James O’Farrell, one of our second tenors, will sing “The 
Green Glens of Antrum.”  Then we will end with the “Hallelujah 
Chorus.”

We would like to invite you to stay with us.  We hope you enjoy 
the program.

(Glee Club performance)
 MR. FAUGHEY:  Now we invite you to join in singing with 

us.  Please find on the tables the words to the songs that we’re 
singing.  We will sing “Jingle Bells,” “White Christmas,” and “O 
Come, All Ye Faithful.”

(Sing-along)
MR. FAUGHEY:  Let me take 30 seconds of our time to let you 

know that the Glee Club does have a lot of openings for members, 
so if you love doing this, perhaps you may want to sing with us 
regularly.  Please come and speak to one of our members about 
membership if you’re interested.  We’d love to talk to you about it.

Our soloist now is Jim O’Farrell, and he will be singing “The 
Green Glens of Antrim.”

(Performance by Jim O’Farrell)
MR. FAUGHEY:  Now we’re going to end our program by 

singing the “Hallelujah Chorus.”
(Glee Club performance of “Hallelujah Chorus”)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Thank you, Kevin, and thank you to the 

Glee Club.
Gentlemen, will you please stand and join Kevin and the Glee 

Club in the singing of the National Anthem?
(Singing of the National Anthem)
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PRESIDENT CODD:  I’m willing to take a motion to adjourn 
the meeting.  Do I have a motion?

(A motion to adjourn the meeting was made and seconded.)
Gentlemen, the meeting is adjourned.  Thank you.
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MR. HARRY SMITH

CORRESPONDENT, NBC NEWS
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The Star Spangled Banner
THE FRIENDLY SONS GLEE CLUB
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Anniversary Dinner

held at

The Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers

New York, New York

March 16, 2012

PRESIDENT MARK B. CODD:  Gentlemen, it is my pleasure 
to welcome you to the 228th Anniversary Dinner of the Society of 
the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick in the City of New York.

Gentlemen, please stand.  I invite our members and guests to 
join with our Glee Club in the singing of The Hail of the Friendly 
Sons. 

(Glee Club and Participants:  The Hail of the Friendly Sons)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, please remain standing.
May we begin our evening with the offering of an invocation 

by the Cardinal Archbishop of New York.  It is my great honor to 
present His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan.

ARCHBISHOP TIMOTHY M. DOLAN:   Shall we commence 
our Grace before meals with the very same Act of Faith found in 
the Preamble of the Constitution of the Republic of Ireland, name-
ly, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
Good God Almighty, our humble supplication is a bit more robust 
this eve of St. Patrick’s Day.  Amongst our bowing heads is a boy 
from The Bronx, now Archbishop of Baltimore, the now-Cardi-
nal Edwin O’Brien; as well as Bishop DiMarzio, Bishop Murphy, 
Bishop Walsh, and Bishop Cisneros, priests, deacons, and hun-
dreds and hundreds of men of simple but yet deep faith learned 
from dads and grandpa’s who inhaled it in the bogs, the fields, the 
lochs, and the hills of Ireland. A faith as much in the rich soil of 
the earth as is the shamrock and the peat.  A faith felt by Patrick 
and sustained through centuries of dungeon, fire, famine, sword, 
and exile.  A faith now part of the Irish DNA, brought here on 
ships called coffins by our ancestors, whose earthly goods fit into 
a worn cloth bag but whose spiritual treasure infinity itself could 
not contain.  And here that faith flourished in the oxygen of reli-
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gious freedom and soared upwards in the spires of that cathedral 
on Fifth Avenue dedicated to the well-named Patrick who began it 
all with a fire of hope, that Easter vigil on a hill named Slane.  So 
we praise you, dear God of our fathers, for that faith from which 
such things as laughter and trust, family, friendship, loyalty, love, 
song, and spirit flow.

Thank you for those who passed it on to us, bless us who have 
the task of passing it on now, and take care of those who will one 
day we trust thank us for the example we gave them and the faith 
we handed on down to them.

Finally, while this is indeed a day of celebration, it is also a 
Friday of Lent, and that faith we cherish prompts us to recall our 
Lord and Savior on the cross and his blessed mother, then called 
Sorrowful, whom we honor as the rose and the queen of Ireland, 
on that hill called Calvary.

God bless Ireland, God bless America, God strengthen the faith 
of our fathers now ours, and God bless the Friendly Sons of St. 
Patrick, through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.

(Chorus of “Amen.”)
(Applause)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, please remain standing.  
I should also like to thank the Chancellor of the Archdiocese 

for granting us a dispensation from our obligation to abstain from 
eating meat on Fridays during Lent.

(Applause)
Gentlemen, enjoy your dinner.  We’ll see you after dessert.
(Dinner and Glee Club presentation:  7:30–8:53 p.m.)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, may I have your attention, 

please.  May you please be seated.  
In the words of Al Smith, shhhhhhh.  Al, did I get that right?  

Thank you.  
Gentlemen, please take your seats.  If you will take your seats, 

we will now turn to the main event.
Gentlemen, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, amen.  That worked apparently.  That’s very good.  
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Thank you.  Please be seated.
It is my singular honor to call to order the 228th Anniversary 

Dinner of the Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the 
City of New York.

(Applause)
Gentlemen, I feel it my duty, on the eve before St. Patrick’s 

Day, to challenge all that in celebration of the holiday no true 
Irishman ever goes to bed on the same day he wakes up.  (Laugh-
ter)

Thank you for your concurrence.  And thank you, Tony, for 
giving me that line.

I wish to express our thanks and appreciation to the Board of 
Stewards, very capably led by Chairman Kevin Rooney, and to the 
officers and past presidents who have again successfully arranged 
this grand dinner.

(Applause)
Additionally, I wish to acknowledge and thank Ed Kane, both 

a member of the Society as well as the veteran banquet manager 
here at the Sheraton for the last forty-one years.  Thank you, Ed.

(Applause)
I also thank our very capable Office Administrator, Jackie Mc-

Carthy, who this year has been assisted by Chris Dolan.  In ad-
dition to the new demands from the impending birth of her first 
child, Jackie has done a masterful job of administering our office.
(Applause)

My congratulations now to the Secretary of our Society, John 
Coleman, for his attention to all the details necessary to make this 
dinner such a success.

Our Society remains strong and solvent, and I ask that all mem-
bers keep in mind that again on July 30th this year we will hold 
our annual golf event at the Deepdale Country Club.  Details to 
follow.

Gentlemen, by your support of our Society you have enabled 
our Committee on Charities, under the leadership of John F. Wal-
dron, to make possible the distribution of charitable grants total-
ing some $200,000.  On behalf of the Board of Officers of the 
Society, let me thank you.
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A special thanks and recognition to our Glee Club, that special 
organization now in its ninety-ninth year of its existence, and to 
Kevin Faughey, its conductor and director.  This year the Club’s 
upcoming concert will be at the Church of the Epiphany on Satur-
day evening, April 21st. 

Lastly, gentlemen, a special word of thanks to former presi-
dents Al Smith and Tom O’Brien, and included there former Sec-
retary Ray Teatum.  These men have given great assistance to the 
task of securing for you the outstanding speakers we will hear 
from this evening.  I sincerely thank them for this help.

(Applause)
Gentlemen, the time has come for the first of our traditional 

toasts.  Gentlemen, please stand and charge your glasses.
Gentlemen, to the President of the United States.
(Chorus of “Hear!”)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, please be seated.
May it please our distinguished dais guests this evening, Car-

dinal Dolan, Cardinal O’Brien, the many bishops and clergy here 
tonight, our speakers, Mr. Smith and Dr. O’Donnell, Ambassador 
Consul General Kilkenny, Father McShane from Fordham, Mayor 
Bloomberg, Commissioner Kelly, representatives of our venera-
ble New York societies, former presidents of the Friendly Sons, 
Friendly Sons, as well as friends, countrymen, and the occasional 
Roman who may have slipped in here tonight.

Our Society and our Annual Dinner are the sum total of tradi-
tions and customs passed down over the last few centuries.  Sev-
eral years ago, while President of our Society, Bob Reilly told us 
that the Friendly Sons may have actually been friendlier, or more 
social, at our dinners in the past — or simply more thirsty.  We 
were told that in years past there was a tradition of thirteen toasts, 
one each to honor the country’s original thirteen colonies.

There was a further custom, of so-called volunteer toasts.  
These were made by men so moved by the evening’s program that 
they would shout out their own toasts, and in some years these 
numbered as many as twenty-eight additional toasts.

Now, gentlemen, the custom of volunteer toasts ended many 
years ago — unless of course you were here at our dinner in 1977.  
At that dinner, several gentlemen, so significantly moved by the 
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remarks of the senator from New York in attendance, proposed a 
later meeting in the alley outside the hotel.  Well, by God’s good 
grace that never happened.  And so the only potential faction fight 
in the history of the Friendly Sons failed to occur.

In any case, there may be people or principles we wish to cheer 
tonight.  So let us be about that.

Tonight we have an extremely distinguished dais seated before 
you.  In fact, it might appear remarkable in one particular aspect.  
No, I’m not referring to the relaxed and peaceful look on the face 
of our Immediate Past President, Tom O’Brien.  For the first time 
in three years, I believe Tom actually ate his dinner.

I’m referring to the distinguished new member of the College 
of Cardinals here tonight.  Of course, Cardinal O’Brien has been 
here before.  He actually is a New Yorker, and from The Bronx 
at that.  He is also well familiar with our Society, having been a 
speaker at this dinner in the past.

Many are also familiar with him in his current role as the Grand 
Master of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusa-
lem, and many men may have met him last year at the investiture 
of new members into the Holy Sepulchre.  Standing at the altar of 
St. Patrick’s, new members might have felt intimidated — if not 
by the sheer majesty of St. Patrick’s and of being invested into 
this ancient order of the Church, then by seeing the Cardinal up 
on the altar.

I couldn’t help but notice he was carrying, for use in conferring 
knighthood, a highly polished, extremely sharp, double-edged, 
full-length sword. 

Now, gentlemen, I’m from Queens, grew up in Queens.  The 
Cardinal grew up in The Bronx.  Forgive me, gentlemen, but in 
Queens we consider the sight of a man from The Bronx carrying 
such a sword as very challenging, if not to intent then to state of 
mind.

Gentlemen, we are honored to have Cardinal O’Brien with us 
tonight.  And, better still — I checked — he does not have his 
sword with him tonight.

Well, what about our own Cardinal Dolan?  Who among us did 
not thrill to the reporting of events surrounding the recent Consis-
tory?  Some in this room were fortunate enough to actually travel 
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to Rome.  Others had easy recourse by reading accounts appearing 
in The New York Post, that sage, balanced, and analytical news-
paper.

The reports were of unparalleled depth and completeness, 
sometimes going to a second column of newsprint.  (Laughter)  
One day a column with the Cardinal standing next to a Vespa; the 
next day an article on the benefits of grappa, after the Cardinal 
apparently made an offhand remark; even a column pointing out 
what purported to be the Cardinal’s favorite pasta.  Indeed, cov-
erage seemed to include the Cardinal next to or commenting on 
everything considered to be an iconic part of the Italian culture, 
save Sophia Loren.

Gentlemen, may I propose these men are the true princes of our 
City tonight.

(Applause)
Tomorrow, on Fifth Avenue, the grandest parade in New York 

City will occur.  Leading that extraordinary event will be Grand 
Marshal Frank Comerford.

(Applause)
Frank, you may know, is a Brooklyn boy and a member of 

the Society.  Frank is a distinguished New Yorker well known 
for charitable and community involvements.  You may not be 
aware that he is also recognized as somewhat of an expert on high 
schools in the New York City area, having sequentially attended 
Brooklyn Prep, Fordham Prep, and Xavier.  Frank is less of an 
expert on Catholic colleges, having attended and graduated only 
from Georgetown.

Frank, we wish you the very best in tomorrow’s parade.  And 
please, everybody, if you are at the parade, give Frank a shout out.

But, gentlemen, are we not missing a thank-you to one oth-
er group?  Years ago, one of the great speakers in the history of 
our dinner, none other than The Honorable Judge Joseph M. Mc-
Laughlin, reminded us of our obligation to thank the Friendly 
Daughters of St. Patrick.  After all, is it not these women who 
permit our being here — well, at least those who actually know 
where we are?  (Laughter)  Any man who chooses to ignore the 
wise counsel given years ago by the judge runs a substantial risk.

Well, don’t we all recall that last St. Patrick’s Day an armed 
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and hooded robber entered a Bank of Ireland branch and forced 
one of the tellers to load up a sack of cash?  On the way out of the 
bank, one brave Irish lad grabs the hood and rips it from the rob-
ber’s head, fully exposing his face.  Without hesitation, the robber 
shoots the brave soul, seriously wounding him.

He then looks around the bank to see if anyone else has seen 
him.  One of the tellers is looking straight at him.  So the robber 
walks straight on over and calmly shoots him also.

“Did anyone else see my face?” roars the robber. 
A few minutes of awkward silence follow.  Then, one elderly 

Irish guy, carefully looking down and averting his eyes, says, “I 
think my wife may have caught a glimpse.” (Laughter)

Well, gentlemen, it has of course been an eventful year since 
we last met.  Gentlemen, compose yourselves.

In that time, remarkable things have occurred both in our coun-
try and throughout the world.  We remain a nation at war, the 
impact of which we have seen this last year.  

But their stories of brave actions and heroic sacrifices made by 
many that have, a few months after our last time together, culmi-
nated in the end for the number-one fugitive in the world, is that 
not a case of justice triumphs?

(Applause)
Tonight you may have noticed throughout our crowd the sight 

of many wearing the uniform of various branches of our U.S. mil-
itary.  The Army is here.

(Applause)
Thank you, gentlemen.  Please be seated.
We are deep within our nation’s quadrennial election contest.  

This year the coming election seems to be unlike any we have 
seen before.  Who among us could have ever predicted a year in 
which our country would see more political debates than NBA 
games?  Consider that, gentlemen.

Likewise, who knew that this year would bring the emergence 
of such new words and meanings to our language as “tea-bowing” 
and “Linsanity”?

But what is it that stands behind these phenomena?  Could they 
be a signal that bending one’s knee to the ground or the appear-
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ance of an NBA player without an inflated sports ego are now be-
coming the new norm?  Is humility making a rebound in the NBA 
or, to a larger sense, within our society?

How extraordinary to see the reactions of such simple traits 
as humility and scholarship.  And what does this say about our 
nation?  I suggest it says good things, possibly signaling the emer-
gence of a personal style focused other than toward the self.

Well, we don’t yet know the outcome.  What we do know is 
that, graciously, the NBA season will soon end.  But the debates 
will continue.

But, gentlemen, let’s not leave Mr. Lin yet.  It is at times like 
this we so miss the scholarly judgment, the innate sense of histo-
ry, and the ability to connect the dots, once so well embodied by 
another of the great speakers in the history of our Society.  I speak 
of our late colleague Judge William Hughes Mulligan.

(Applause)
What would the judge think of the recent furor surrounding 

Mr. Lin and “Linsanity”?  Would not the judge simply ask us to 
consider the facts?

Consider the qualities of Mr. Lin — modest background; 
spends most of his time in the company of other men, heavily tat-
tooed ones at that; seemingly very little indication of the company 
of beautiful women; but, gentlemen, most tellingly and alarming-
ly, overreliance on family for living arrangements after an age and 
the ability to pay his own way.

Well, here’s what I think Judge Mulligan would wisely sug-
gest, and perhaps we should follow suit:  “Let’s wait until the 
season is over to place any claim on Mr. Lin’s ancestry.”

Gentlemen, as grand as it is to be Irish and in New York on the 
eve of St. Patrick’s Day, we rejoice that our great nation — in-
deed, our city itself — still continues to be the object of attraction 
for so many seeking freedom and opportunity.

I note that in 1784, the year our Society first held its dinner, 
this event occurred barely three months after the last elements of 
the British Army then occupying our city departed.  How coinci-
dental.

(Applause)
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How coincidental that we meet tonight again little more than 
three months since the latest occupiers of New York City were 
expelled, this time from Zuccotti Park.

(Applause)
Gentlemen, our compliments to Mayor Bloomberg and Police 

Commissioner Kelly.
(Applause)
Well, gentlemen, in 1905 President Theodore Roosevelt ad-

dressed our 121st Annual Dinner, after first being escorted to Del-
monico’s by Colonel Duffy and members of the 69th Infantry Reg-
iment.

(Applause)
The President was renowned as a straight-talking man, who re-

marked that “Those engaged in public speaking should be sincere, 
be brief, be seated.”  I have endeavored to be the first two and in a 
moment I shall be the third.

But first, I wish that you continue to enjoy this evening and that 
your holiday tomorrow will be particularly satisfying.

I congratulate you on the great good fortune and judgment that 
have brought you here tonight.  Again, on behalf of the Board of 
Officers of this Society, I thank you for the good work and chari-
table distributions this will enable.

Thank you.
(Applause)
Thank you, gentlemen.  Will you please remain standing.
Gentlemen, I ask that you join our Glee Club in the singing of 

The National Anthem.
(Glee Club and Participants:  National Anthem)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, please be standing, charge 

your glasses once again, and join in our second toast of the eve-
ning.

Gentlemen, “To the United States”
(Chorus of “Hear!”)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, please be seated.
It is now my pleasure, gentlemen, to move the evening along 
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with the introduction of our second speaker, who I must point out 
to you is the bravest man in America.  

Let me explain that.  Dr. Brennan O’Donnell is the nineteenth 
President of Manhattan College, having assumed the responsibil-
ities of that position July 1, 2009.  He came to Manhattan after 
five years as Dean of Fordham College at Rose Hill and Fordham 
University.  And that, gentlemen, is where the bravery comes in.

Before coming to New York, Dr. O’Donnell spent seventeen 
years in Maryland, now Loyola University Maryland, where he 
served as a professor of English, and from 1994–2004 as Director 
of the University-wide Honors Program.

An active scholar, his teaching and research interests focus 
mainly upon poetry, especially of the British Romantic period, 
and on religion and literature, particularly contemporary Ameri-
can Catholic writers.  At Manhattan, he continues to hold a faculty 
appointment, as he did at Fordham and Loyola, as professor of 
English. 

He is the first President of Manhattan College not to be a mem-
ber of the Brothers of the Christian Schools.  He has experience 
in such transitions, however, as he was also the first layperson to 
serve as Dean of Fordham College at Rose Hill.

A confidential source has indicated that being confused as a 
Jesuit or as a de la Salle Christian brother has not made him an 
easy person for her to be married to.

A native of Pennsylvania’s Wyoming Valley, Dr. O’Donnell 
earned his B.A. with highest distinction and honors in English at 
the Pennsylvania State University, where he was inducted into Phi 
Beta Kappa.  He earned a Masters and a Ph.D. at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill in English and American literature 
and language. 

Dr. O’Donnell is married to Angela O’Donnell, formerly An-
gela Alaimo, a poet and a writer who teaches at Fordham.  The 
couple have three sons, Charles, Patrick, and Will.

Gentlemen, it is my pleasure to present to you Dr. Brennan 
O’Donnell, President of Manhattan College.

(Applause)
DR. BRENNAN O’DONNELL:  Your Eminences Cardinals 

Dolan and O’Brien, Mayor Bloomberg, Commissioner Kelly, Mr. 



39

Smith, reverend clergy, distinguished guests, past presidents of the 
Friendly Sons, Friendly Sons, and temporarily at-large husbands, 
Irishmen authentic and honorary, I am honored and humbled to 
stand among this distinguished company tonight.

And thank you, President Codd, for your hospitality and your 
introduction tonight.  

You mention of my wife’s experience as the first first lady of 
Manhattan College reminds me of some entertaining moments in 
my first few months on the job — such as when I would be greeted 
by an alumnus as “brother president” and immediately introduce 
him to my wife.  Cognitive dissonance does create interesting fa-
cial expressions.  (Laughter) 

It also reminds me of an anecdote that I’ve heard Father 
McShane tell about a distinguished visiting professor who, upon 
being introduced to Father McShane and told that he was a Jesuit, 
responded, “How lovely.  And were your father and mother Jesuits 
too?”  (Laughter)

As I look around the room at this august gathering, I must say 
that I am particularly touched that so many of you came here to-
night sporting my school’s colors on your ribbons, sashes, lapel 
pins, vests, and boutonnieres.  I am especially grateful to the Ford-
ham and St. John’s attendees here for their gracious gesture of 
support in wearing Manhattan College green.

So moved am I, in fact, that I must have recourse to our ancient 
language, the ancient language of our ancestors, in vain attempt to 
express my inexpressible gratitude.  As the Irish say in Riverdale, 
un-verklempt.  (Laughter)

Speaking of Manhattan green — which of course, given our 
history, is Kelly green — I am especially honored to be sharing 
the dais tonight with a particularly distinguished Manhattan Col-
lege graduate, New York’s supercop and the finest police commis-
sioner in the nation.

(Applause)
Mr. Kelly is a graduate of Manhattan College 1963, and I am 

proud to say we will soon have a new building on the Manhattan 
College campus named in his honor when, God willing and cash 
enabling, we open the Raymond Kelly Student Commons in the 
fall of 2014.
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Earlier this evening at the reception, the Commissioner shared 
with me a curious bit of statistical data gathered from the NYPD’s 
CompStat program.  It seems, according to the Commissioner, 
that every year precisely for the duration of the Friendly Sons din-
ner, felonies plummet citywide by almost 50 percent.  (Laughter)

The Mayor has appointed a task force.  The New York Times, 
however, has expressed serious concern that men of Irish descent 
may be profiled during the investigation.  (Laughter)

A spokesman for the NYPD called the investigation “really 
more of an introspective moment for us than an investigation.”  
(Laughter)

But in all seriousness, it is a great honor to be here before you 
as we raise our glasses to our beloved country, the safe haven 
not only of our ancestors but of wave after wave of immigrants 
from around the world, the seedbed of democracy, the incubator 
of genius and talent, the fertile ground of inventiveness and the 
entrepreneurial spirit, and still, thank God and despite powerful 
forces to the contrary, a land of religious liberty.

(Applause)
Irish-Americans and Irish New Yorkers are, of course, justly 

proud of their historical role in defense of the core value of reli-
gious liberty, from Archbishop John Hughes’s stance against the 
nativists and Know-Nothings, to Al Smith’s strong challenge of 
the prejudice that said that a Catholic need not apply to the White 
House, and of course to John Kennedy’s even stronger challenge 
to that bar.

(Applause)
And so we, of course, must take this opportunity to convey 

our sincere thanks to and our admiration of our courageous and 
ever-hopeful Cardinal Dolan, who, on behalf of the American 
Bishops and of all people of faith, is fighting the good fight, re-
minding our sometimes amnesiac culture of the core principles 
on which our republic is founded, working to safeguard freedom 
of conscience, and refusing to accept a narrowed interpretation of 
the First Amendment right of religious liberty that amounts to the 
freedom of people of religious faith to express themselves only 
and to the extent that they have nothing challenging or controver-
sial — or indeed interesting — to say.
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What a wonderful celebration was your elevation to the College 
of Cardinals last month, Cardinal Dolan and Cardinal O’Brien.  
And what a coup for New York, with a son of The Bronx and an 
adopted son of the city elevated on the same day.

(Applause)
How proud you made New Yorkers of their bishop, Cardinal 

Dolan.  How edified we were to read your powerful and hopeful 
speech to the Holy Father and your fellow cardinals in which you 
spoke so eloquently about New York City as “despite its reputa-
tion as the capital of secularism, a deeply spiritual city.”

(Applause)
Okay, some of us may have been surprised by that characteri-

zation, but we were edified nonetheless.  (Laughter)
How we delighted in seeing you, before you received your red 

hat, don your NYPD Emerald Society jacket and World Champion 
New York Giants cap.

(Applause)
And how fortunate for all involved that you were not elevated 

while you were in Wisconsin in a year that coincided with a Pack-
ers’ championship.  (Laughter)

Forgive me, Your Eminence, but I’m not sure the Vatican is 
ready for a cheesehead cardinal.  (Laughter)

And let’s not even talk about the Aaron Rodgers championship 
belt touchdown dance.  (Laughter)

And finally, how fortuitous it is that Manhattan College will be 
graced by your presence at our commencement ceremonies this 
May, at which you will become an honorary alumnus of the Col-
lege.

I say that this is fortuitous because, as you know, Manhattan 
has a long and proud history of preparing men for the priesthood 
and counts among its many alumni who became bishops two great 
American cardinals, Patrick Cardinal Hayes from the Class of 
1888 and George Cardinal Mundelein of the Class of 1889.  Both 
men were elevated to the College of Cardinals together in 1924.  
This simultaneous elevation of two Americans with undergradu-
ate degrees from the same institution prompted an editorialist in 
the Jesuit magazine America to write glowingly, in what may be 
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the last such gracious gesture of the Jesuits towards the Brothers 
of the Christian Schools before tonight’s wearing of the green, I 
quote:  “A special mead of honor must be reserved for the Chris-
tian Brothers of New York, for it was at Manhattan College that 
the young men now raised to the sublime dignity received the 
Catholic training so earnestly desired by the Church for her chil-
dren.”

“Is there a college in Christendom,” the writer continues, 
“which can boast that two of its children, metropolitans in great 
and populous provinces, were called to the sacred college on the 
same day?”

The coincidence led many a witty journalist of the day, and for 
years afterward, to refer to Manhattan as — what else? — “the 
college of cardinals.”  So on May 20th, Your Eminence, we will 
rejoice to welcome you with somewhat less pomp and ceremony 
than we saw at the consistory into the Manhattan college of car-
dinals.

(Applause)
Yes, it will be a great day in our history when you become an 

honorary Jasper.
Now, here let me pause, for I am conscious that I have just 

used a term that may cause confusion or consternation for some 
in my audience.  Surely, it is one of the great mysteries of mind 
and memory that has persisted generation after generation among 
the otherwise so exquisitely sons of St. Ignatius incapacity, which 
expresses itself so pointedly in a repeated question.

“What is that question?” you ask.  “Is it that which has been 
called the central philosophical question, ‘Why is there something 
rather than nothing?’ Is it the Sphinx’s riddle?  Is it the difference 
between one in being and consubstantial?”

No, for men such as these such questions are easy, mere child’s 
play in comparison to the enduring question, the one on the lips, 
even now I’m sure, of many in our audience, the question — all 
together now — “What is a Jasper?”

You’re being so decorous.  What the hell’s a Jasper indeed?
Having myself fairly recently made the longest three-mile 

journey in the world, from Rose Hill to Riverdale, I believe that I 
am in a good position to answer that question.  Jaspers are many 
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things.  In addition to cardinals and commissioners, they include 
men (and since 1973 women) who have led and served this city 
and our country in countless ways.

Early on, they were predominantly Irish immigrants and their 
children ministered to by French brothers who arrived in New 
York in 1848 at the invitation of Archbishop Hughes.  In the late 
19th century, they derived their nickname from the legendary Irish 
educator and unintentional inventor of baseball’s seventh-inning 
stretch, Brother Jasper of Mary.  Brother Jasper, born in Kilkenny 
into a notable and noble clan — his family name was Brennan 
— was one of a long and distinguished line of Irish educators 
recruited by the De La Salle Brothers to serve the needs of the 
burgeoning Irish community.  

The Irish strain stays strong throughout the school’s history, 
with presidents who bear names such as Murphy, McMahon, Fitz-
simmons, and Scanlan; with a stellar faculty dominated early on 
by the likes of Brother Potamian, born Michael Francis O’Reilly 
in 1847, the holder of a doctorate from the University of London 
and the first dean of the Engineering School; and decades of grad-
uates named McGrath and Moran, McGurk and O’Malley, not to 
mention Houlihan and Harrington, Boyle and Quinn, Reagan and 
Dooley, Farrell, Hannon, and Haran.

These Irish Jaspers followed the path so familiar to students of 
the Irish in New York:  the sons of manual laborers become the 
engineers who build our city’s bridges, roads, tunnels, and sky-
scrapers; descendants of service workers and domestic servants 
take their places as CEOs and senior partners, directors, priests, 
professors, politicians, bankers, lawyers, writers, and judges.

As time passes, the roles begin to reflect the brothers’ embrace 
of the next wave of immigrants, as the Thomas Eddys join the 
Thorntons and names like Gargano, Tamaro, Esposito, Scala, and 
Tucci are found liberally sprinkled among the O’s and Mc’s.  A 
Jasper named Giuliani becomes the second alumnus to serve this 
great city as mayor, after Hugh Grant, who served from 1889–
1892.

The honorable of living Jasper alumni include the famous, like 
the world’s best-selling author James Patterson, and — did I men-
tion this? — our great Police Commissioner Ray Kelly.  It also 
includes many, many men and women who do yeoman’s service 
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day in and day out as teachers and soldiers, doctors, nurses, and 
lawyers, brokers and accountants, policemen and firemen.

It includes twenty men who lost their lives on the darkest day 
in the city’s history and scores upon scores of men and women 
who risked life and limb in the aftermath of 9/11 to help put New 
York back on its feet.

(Applause)
Whether famous or not, Jaspers are people who have been edu-

cated in the tradition of St. John Baptist de la Salle to be men and 
women who work hard, who reject elitism and easy relativism, 
and who, along with valuing material success, are committed to 
seeking the truth wherever it may lead, to finding meaning in their 
own lives, and to striving to improve the lives of their fellow hu-
man beings.

Today Jaspers, male and female, come in many hues and from 
many nations.  Their increasing variety reflecting the growing di-
versity of our city and our country makes being a Jasper a very 
different experience than it was when Patrick Hayes was a stu-
dent.  But their ambitions and their aspirations, their hopes and 
dreams, are the same and embody the continuous tradition of the 
school as an escalator to opportunity for a new generation of im-
migrants and the children of immigrants.

Now, for all the fun of indulging in sibling rivalry, in the end, 
of course, Jaspers are finally more comrades than competitors 
with the alumni of all of the great Catholic colleges and univer-
sities in this city and beyond.  They are brothers and sisters in a 
common family, dedicated to a common project.  Each of us — 
whether La Sallean or Jesuit, Vincentian, Sisters of Charity, Au-
gustinians, Franciscans, Dominicans, Ursulines, or Irish Christian 
Brothers — has contributed in distinctive ways to the rich tapestry 
of Catholic education, higher education, and of course of Catholic 
elementary and secondary education in New York and throughout 
the nation.

(Applause)
Indeed, it is difficult to imagine where this city and our country 

would be today without the great project of Catholic education.
(Applause)
More important, though, is that it is difficult to imagine our 
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future without the continued vibrancy and relevance of this rich 
heritage, for as glorious as the past has been, we are not a people 
to get stuck in complacency and nostalgia.  For all of our rever-
ence for our tradition, we have never been afraid to set out in new 
directions.

And so today, in the midst of very different challenges than 
those that faced Archbishop John Hughes or Mother Elizabeth 
Seton, we honor the legacy of St. Patrick by reflecting on a ques-
tion:  To whom is the great saint, himself a powerful and effective 
teacher, calling us to minister today?

We remember that St. Patrick’s ministry was not to his own 
kin and kind, but to a strange people among whom he lived in his 
youth in slavery and exile and to whom he nevertheless returned 
in love to serve. 

“Who,” St. Patrick continuously asked through his example, 
“are the Irish of today?  Who are those who are most outside the 
pale, most crippled by want and ignorance, most in need of a shep-
herd?”

What do we need to do here and now to assure that their talents 
will not be buried forever and wasted but will find a way into the 
light, where they will make as great a contribution to this city and 
country as our ancestors have made?

What ought we to be doing to encourage and support those 
who continue, day in and day out, in the hope and faith and love 
that motivates immigrant parents to work two and three jobs so 
that their children can have access to the American dream?

What are we obliged to do, as people for whom education has 
meant so much, to continue to ensure that quality education will 
continue to be available to those who struggle to come behind us?

I think that we can hear many answers to such questions all 
around us if we listen.  We hear them in the continuing and faithful 
work of our Catholic elementary and secondary schools, in the 
powerful witness of such projects as the Cristo Rey Network and 
the Nativity and Miguel schools.

We hear them in scores of amazing success stories.  To single 
out just one, Brother Brian Carty’s De La Salle Academy, where 
children from the poorest households emerge from a rigorous ac-
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ademic curriculum and caring environment to go on to the best 
schools in the region and best colleges in the country.

And of course, we hear them in the work of our colleges and 
universities, all of which continue to work tirelessly and faithfully 
to maintain their roles as beacons of hope and gateways to a life 
of opportunity and dignity.

As Cardinal Dolan said in his address to Pope Benedict, “Any-
one who has doubts about the great spiritual depth of this city need 
only step inside one of our classrooms, where miracles take place 
every day.”

(Applause)
Thank you, gentlemen, for your kind attention, God bless our 

teachers and our students, God bless the continuing work of Cath-
olic education in New York and in this great country of ours, and 
God bless the United States of America.

(Applause)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Thank you, Dr. O’Donnell, for those 

wonderful remarks.
Gentlemen, please remain standing.  It is now time to advance 

the evening with the third of our traditional toasts.  Will you please 
stand and charge your glasses.

Gentlemen, “To the Day We Celebrate.”
(Chorus of “Hear!”)
Gentlemen, please be seated.
Harry Smith was named correspondent at NBC news at Rocke-

feller Center with Brian Williams in July 2011.  One of television’s 
most distinguished journalists, Smith has been a news anchor for 
more than thirty years.  Before joining NBC News, he hosted the 
CBS News morning shows The Early Show and its predecessor 
CBS This Morning for seventeen years.  Mr. Smith served as a 
senior correspondent for CBS News and substitute anchors for 
the CBS Evening News Face the Nation and CBS News Sunday 
Morning.  He also hosted the A&E series Biography.

Smith began his broadcasting career at Denver radio stations 
KHOW and KIMM and Cincinnati radio station WLIW.  From 
1981–1982 he worked for Denver’s public television station.  
From 1982–1985 he served as a reporter and anchor for KNGH, 
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the CBS affiliate in Denver.  In 1986 Smith joined CBS News as 
a reporter and was subsequently named a correspondent in 1987.

Mr. Smith received his B.A. degree in Communications and 
Theater from Central College in Pella, Iowa.  Smith lives in New 
York City with his wife, sportscaster Andrea Joyce, and their two 
sons.

Gentlemen, candidly Mr. Smith has admitted to me he is not of 
Irish ancestry.  That is not his fault.  (Laughter)

Gentlemen, Mr. Harry Smith.
(Applause)
MR. SMITH:  Your Eminences, Mayor Bloomberg, Commis-

sioner Kelly, officers of the Friendly Sons, past officers of the 
Friendly Sons, distinguished guests, my good friends back at Ta-
ble 57 who have got my back, good evening.

Can somebody get me a Jameson’s?  (Laughter)
I’ve been taking a few notes through some of the remarks to-

night.
So there is going to be a Kelly building at Manhattan College?  

I’m a reporter.  I know what the Commissioner makes.  (Laugh-
ter)  The only thing I can think — you work for Bloomberg, he’s a 
billionaire; there must be an incentive clause built into the lack of 
crime we now have in New York City.

(Applause)
Cardinal, you might want to work the room next time.  (Laugh-

ter)
Mayor Bloomberg, none of us here can imagine what it’s going 

to be like in this city 654 days from now when you are no longer 
the mayor.

(Applause)
We’re off the record, right?  I always say “never trust the me-

dia.”
I need to explain a few things.  I grew up in a town just six 

miles south of the city limits of Chicago.  Where I grew up ev-
erybody was ethnic.  That’s how we identified each other.  In my 
town we had a lot of Polish, we had Germans, we had Italians, and 
Dutchmen like me.  So I was referred to as “a wooden shoe.”  I’m 
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sure that is politically incorrect now, but that’s just the way it was 
back then.  

My family was Dutch Calvinist, which is sort of like being a 
teetotaling Baptist but without a sense of humor.  (Laughter)

We were hard-core fundamentalist Christians, which meant 
we went to church twice on Sunday, another time on Wednesday 
night for prayer meeting and catechism, and anything that even 
resembled fun was considered a sin.  There was no drinking, there 
was no dancing, we couldn’t play ball or go to the movies on 
Sunday.  In our house joy and sin were synonymous.  (Laughter)

Now, all my neighbors were Polish and Catholic.  The dads all 
worked in the mills and on Friday nights the big thing to do was 
go to the Knights of Columbus Hall for fish fry.  The whole family 
would pile in the car and off they’d go.

I’d be standing in the yard with a look of wonder and jealousy.  
What must that be like?  How much fun could they be having?  
They were sinning, but it sure sounded like fun.  All that beer, all 
that laughter.  In my whole life the only thing I ever really wanted 
to do was go to a Knights of Columbus fish fry on a Friday night.  
And here I are! (sic)  This is going to have to do.  (Laughter)

As I say, there were no Irishmen in my town. The Irish all lived 
in Chicago, where the first mayor Daly really was the king of the 
city.  That’s the only  Irishman I knew, I had any acquaintance 
with.

Which brings me to my father.  My father was a tough guy 
— 5’10”, 195 pounds, he was a Teamster, drove a truck, and he 
was a part-time cop in our town.  Yet every evening this guy with 
a junior-high-school education would read two newspapers and 
watch the news on TV.  We could not eat dinner until my father 
was done with the news.

My father was a very conservative person.  He made Archie 
Bunker look like a wild-eyed liberal.  I could tell he would get 
agitated every time Mayor Daly would come on TV.  At first I 
thought maybe it was something about him being Irish, and as I 
got older I just realized my father hated Democrats.  See, I thought 
that would get a bigger laugh.  There’s seriously closeted Demo-
crats here.  

Now, the question you may be asking ourselves — and it is the 
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very same question I have been asking myself — is:  What am I 
doing up here? 

The credit — or the blame — all goes to Al Smith.  
The first time I met Al, about ten years ago, we hit it off and 

he invited me to the Al Smith Dinner, which was a terrific expe-
rience.  We had a great time.  We stayed in touch.  But, usually, 
when Al calls me it’s to find out if I know how to get in touch with 
somebody who’s really famous.

Several years ago, he calls me and he says would I come and be 
the emcee for the big dinner commemorating the 200th anniversa-
ry of the Archdiocese of New York on Ellis Island.  

I say, “Al, you know I’m not Catholic.”
He says, “I know.”
Then I said, “Wait, I get it.  Brian Williams was busy.”  (Laugh-

ter)
Silence on the other end of the phone.  He says, “Just say yes.  

You’ll be great.  Nobody will care you’re not Catholic.”
So I do my thing, people are nice, nobody gets hurt, and life 

goes on.
Then, a couple of months ago, he calls and he says, “What are 

you doing March 16th?”
I said, “You tell me.”  (Laughter)  And I said, “Who couldn’t 

you get this time?”
He says, “Just say yes.”
Then it hit me.  It’s Al’s way of trying to convert me, because if 

he succeeds it would be a miracle, and there are witnesses, includ-
ing two cardinals.  This is Al’s way of becoming a saint.  (Laugh-
ter)

I would like to say, in all seriousness, how humbled I am to be 
asked to speak to you this evening.  I have read the history of the 
Society of the Friendly Sons.  I know well the history of the Irish 
in America.  

When college kids ask me, “What should I read?” I always 
tell them history, and one of the books I always tell them to read 
is The Fitzgeralds and the Kennedys, the brilliant work by Doris 
Kearns Goodwin.  It tells the story of the Irish ghettoes in Boston, 
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of poverty, of prejudice, the tenements, the trials and tribulations 
of an immigrant people.

When I read those stories I think of my own grandparents, 
all from the Netherlands, all of them peasants.  Somehow they 
scratched together enough money to get into the bottom of a boat 
and come to America — America, the place with the thing they 
craved more than anything else — opportunity, opportunity guar-
anteed by the freedoms written by the geniuses who wrote and 
bled this country into existence.

(Applause)
I often think of the courage it took to sit in a room in Phil-

adelphia and sign your name to a declaration — not just of in-
dependence, but also a declaration of treason.  Those men were 
signing their own death sentences.  Because they did what they 
did, generations to come would come to America because there 
were opportunities here that existed nowhere else.

(Applause)
Now, when I was as young man and I first started to come to 

New York City, on every visit I would jump on the 1 train and go 
down to Battery Park.  I would sit on a bench and stare at the Stat-
ue of Liberty and wonder what was going through the minds of all 
those immigrants as they passed by on their way to Ellis Island.  
All those immigrants from all those countries, including Ireland 
and the Netherlands, how afraid they must have been and how 
grateful they were for the opportunity on which they were about 
to embark and the adventure on which they were about to embark.

My friends used to think I was nuts.  Time after time I’d come 
to New York and I’d take an hour or two and just stare at the stat-
ue.  I tried to dream the dreams of those immigrants and wonder 
if my grandparents could have imagined the grandson who would 
go to college, go into journalism, a grandson who would travel the 
world and report the news.

I’d stare at the statue and I’d say a prayer, a prayer of thanks-
giving for those who came before me and a prayer of promise not 
to forget or forsake their legacy.

This is the section of the night where your speaker is supposed 
to address the day we celebrate.  I’ve spent a lot of time trying to 
determine if the Celts ever made it over to the Netherlands.  They 
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didn’t — all over Europe, but Holland, no.
And then I tried to discover if St. Patrick had ever made a de-

tour over to Amsterdam.  No record of that.
Look, I heard about the guy who spoke here a couple of years 

ago and proved that Columbus was actually an Irishman.  I’ve 
done the research and, unfortunately, I don’t even come close.

But I do know a few Irishmen, and I can say without apology I 
am jealous of the Irish I know — their devotion to family, their de-
votion to country, their devotion to their faith.  I know Irish cops, 
Irish firemen, Irish traders on Wall Street, Irish from all walks of 
life.  I love their stories, their blarney, their bluster.  I love their 
scholarship, their smarts.  I love their poetry and plays.  They will 
fight with each other until the blood flows and then fight with you 
if you try to stick your nose into someplace it doesn’t belong.

The Irish know things many of us have forgotten.  They know 
that in the old country they were up against it.  They also know 
that when they came here they were up against it too.  But they 
relied on each other, they relied on the church, and the second 
generation did indeed do a little better than the first, and the third 
did a little better than the second.

Then there’s the camaraderie, the unspoken bond that is con-
nected by centuries of hardship and accomplishment.  More than 
once in a firehouse or on the beach having a beer in Breezy Point 
or at a Catholic high school sports field watching my kids’ team 
get hammered by you guys, I have said to myself, “I wish I had 
that.”  I mean it and it’s true.

In one of my past lives I worked at The History Channel on 
Biography, and it so happens that I do know a few things about the 
saint whose day is celebrated today. 

Now, when Patrick went to work trying to convert the Celts, he 
knew he had a big job on his hands.  The Celts were pagans.  Ev-
ery religious thing the old Celts did involved circles — round and 
round and round they’d go in their religious services.  So Patrick, 
being a practical man, created the Celtic Cross, which of course 
is a cross with a circle going around the center.  He also used the 
shamrock, we’re told, to explain the Holy Trinity — smart stuff.

But he still wasn’t getting through.  He was frustrated.  One 
night Jesus came to him in a dream and told him, “There’s a pit on 
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an island in a lake in the north and it’s the gateway to Purgatory.  
Show them that and they might be scared enough to get the big 
picture.

So Patrick paddled across Loch Derg, a place I’ve been myself, 
and there he found the pit.  He brought the Celts over to see it and 
they started signing up.  As a sales tactic it was really effective, 
completely brilliant in fact — eternal damnation vs. eternal life.

The Celts chose Heaven, and a few centuries later all of you 
are in Catholic school getting your knuckles and your backsides 
pounded by Sister Mary Catherine.  (Laughter)

It turns out the Irish were indeed lucky.  You can’t understate 
just how powerful a force Patrick was.  The man, if you read the 
history, had been kidnapped as a child and brought over to the 
Irish and he was enslaved.  He breaks free, escapes, goes back 
home, and while there God comes to him and says, “Go back and 
preach to the people who enslaved you.”  And so he did.  And this 
is no small thing, for it was an act of ultimate forgiveness, it was 
an act of true charity, it was an act of love.  

Both the Old and the New Testaments share this same thought:  
to love your neighbor as you would love yourself even if he is 
your enemy.  That is a good applause line.

(Applause)
On St. Patrick’s Day it is said that we are all Irish, and I ap-

preciate that.  It’s a day for the Irish to celebrate who you are and 
where you come from, and it is an invitation for the rest of us to 
join in.  But the man who is sometimes misplaced in all of this is 
the man for whom the day was named, the man that gets you a 
day off from Lent, and perhaps that is why I got to come here, to 
remind you of just how lucky you are.

Where’s my Jameson’s? 
PRESIDENT CODD:  Thank you, Harry, for those excellent 

remarks.
Gentlemen, the 228th Anniversary Dinner of the Friendly Sons 

stands adjourned.  Safe home.
(Meeting adjourned:  9:54 p.m.)
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REGULAR STATED MEETING 

held at

The Princeton Club

New York, New York

May 7, 2012

The Regular Stated Meeting of the Society of the Friendly Sons 
of Saint Patrick in the City of New York, held on Monday May 7, 
2012, at The Princeton Club, 15 West 43rd Street, New York City, 
was called to order by the President of the Society, Mark B. Codd.

PRESIDENT MARK B. CODD:  Gentlemen, thank you.  I call 
this meeting to order and ask our Glee Club to open this meeting 
with a singing of “The Hail of the Friendly Sons.”

(The Hail of the Friendly Sons was performed by the Glee 
Club.)

Gentlemen, please remain standing.  I now call upon our guest 
speaker, Father Patrick Ryan, to say grace.

FATHER RYAN:  I'm generally prone to very long graces, but 
this time I’ll be short.

(Grace was said by Father Patrick Ryan.)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Thank you, Father.  What are you doing 

in November?
Gentlemen, we will reconvene after dinner.  Thank you.
(Dinner was served.)
PRESIDENT CODD:  At this point, it’s my pleasure to recog-

nize our Secretary, John Coleman, for the purpose of reading the 
minutes of the last meeting.

MR. JOHN A. COLEMAN, III:  Mr. President, I recommend 
that we dispense with the reading of the minutes and that they be 
accepted into the record.

PRESIDENT CODD:  I’ve had a request from John to dispense 
with the reading of the minutes.

(The motion was seconded.)
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PRESIDENT CODD:  First of all, I’m shocked.  Secondly, I 
will acquiesce.

Moving right ahead, I now recognize our Treasurer, Tom Sulli-
van, to make his report.  Tom?

MR. THOMAS H. SULLIVAN:  Good evening, Mr. President, 
fellow Friendly Sons.

Building on the report that I rendered at the January meet-
ing, we began this quarter with a balance in our general fund of 
$197,083.  Receipts during the first quarter of the year came to a 
total of $696,279, primarily funded by the ticket receipt from the 
dinner.  Disbursements during the quarter came to $295,247, leav-
ing cash available in the general fund at the close of the quarter 
of $598,014.

That was the case as of March 31.  The accrued expenses for 
the anniversary dinner have since been paid in the amount of 
$317,058, leaving us at present with a total in the general fund of 
$280,956.

I’m also happy to report that our capital fund has once again 
increased in value to a total as of March 31 of $2,563,152.

Thank you.
(Applause)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, I ask for a motion to accept 

that report.
(The motion was made and seconded.)
All those in favor.
(“Ayes”)
Opposed.
(No response)
Thank you, Tom.
Gentlemen, it’s my sad duty to read the names of members who 

have passed since our last meeting:  James Bambury, Richard B. 
Marrin, Edward Bowes, Joseph Madden, James W.B. Cox, John P. 
Casey, James M. McGowan, Daniel F. Mahoney, James P. McIvor.

Gentlemen, would you please stand and join me in a moment 
of silence?
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(There was a moment of silence.)
Thank you, gentlemen.
Gentlemen, committees will be appointed to prepare suitable 

memorials to be published in our yearbook.  If you knew any of 
the deceased members, please contact our historian Mick Doyle.  
Mick, would you please stand?  Mick Doyle, our historian, gen-
tlemen.

(Applause)
Mick is hard at work on the preparation of the yearbooks from 

the last few years, aided very ably by Bob Reilly.  Gentlemen, we 
really could use a hand with the memorials to our deceased mem-
bers, so please, if you did know any of the members that I spoke 
of, contact Mick and help out.

I would now like to recognize Mr. Ed Sweeney, Chairman of 
the Admissions Committee, for a rendering of his committee re-
port.

MR. EDWARD C. SWEENEY:  Thank you, President Codd, 
fellow members.

The Admissions Committee met last week, on May 2, and rec-
ommends the election of the following individuals to active mem-
bership.  There are forty-three names.  Bear with me; I’ll read them 
very quickly:  Brendan Austin, John Badenhop, Christopher Bald-
win, Desmond Burke, Brian Burns, Peter Carey, Joseph Cantwell, 
Laurence Carroll, Martin Casey, John Collins, Michael Connolly, 
Christian Conroy, Sean Cordes, Justin Costello, Scott Cunning-
ham, Robert Devine, Kenneth Dolan, Steven Duffy, Edward Fan-
ning, Jr., Robert Ferrie, Joseph Fields, Kevin Grace, Daniel Kelly, 
Sean Kilduff, Michael Lanning, Kevin Leddy, William Mahoney, 
Jr., Timothy Miller, Steven Montgomery, John Mulderrig, Chris-
topher O’Brien, Patrick O’Keefe, Michael Pierce, Andrew Pow-
ers, Peter J. Quinn, Kevin Sherlock, Francis Smith, Patrick Smith, 
Christopher Stanton, Timothy Treanor, Andrew Walton, Michael 
Walton, Robert Walton.

The committee also recommends that the following be trans-
ferred to life:  Robert Reid, David Mullane, Brian Duffy, William 
Frank, William Wynne, Jr., and James Whalen.

We are very close to our full complement in active member-
ship.  We’re about 100 away.  We’re capped at 1,000.  We’re at 
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about 900.  On a good note, our number of arrears has gone down 
dramatically this year.  I encourage everyone to encourage quali-
ty members that they know to come forward.  Our application is 
easily downloaded on the Web.  As I tell everyone, fill out what 
you can, and we’ll take care of the rest.  We look forward to seeing 
some new members here and some new blood.

We have two events coming up.  Monday, July 30, is our sec-
ond annual golf outing at Deepdale.  See Jackie for details.  We 
sold out fairly quickly last year at the golf outing.  There’s room 
for plenty more at the dinner.  Details are on the Web.  Please see 
Jackie.

We’re going to do an event either in September or October that 
will be announced — details will be announced — geared towards 
attracting new members.

Thank you very much.
(Applause)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, I move that the report of the 

Admissions Committee as stated be approved.  All those in favor.
(“Ayes”)
Opposed.
(No response)
Ed, I would like to give a special vote of confidence to that 

member proposed in your report who I think is a wine merchant.  
I would like to particularly approve him.  

Thank you for that good work, Ed.
I now recognize Mr. Peter McGuire of the Committee on Char-

ity to give a report.
MR. PETER D. MCGUIRE:  Thank you, Mr. President.
A meeting was held of the Charities Committee, at which point 

we discussed various charities as presented to the association.  I’m 
happy to report that after due consideration, those charities have 
all been approved and that $200,000 on behalf of this Friendly 
Society has been paid to those charities.

Thank you.
(Applause)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Thank you, Peter.
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Gentlemen, I would like to point out one even more excellent 
bit of good news.  Jackie McCarthy, our able administrative as-
sistant — the savior of our organization, if the truth be known 
— successfully delivered a baby girl and is now a proud mother.

(Applause)
I’d like to think she has a thousand uncles, and act accordingly.
It’s now my duty to propose a Nominating Committee to be 

appointed to recommend to the membership those to serve in the 
offices of the Society and to be voted upon at the Annual Meeting 
in November.  I hereby designate the following members to serve 
on the Nominating Committee:  As Chairman, Tom O’Brien; as 
members, Brian Murphy, Al Smith, Bob Reilly, John FitzSimons, 
Tim Reynolds, and Vic Ziminsky.

We will get a report from them in November.  Thank you.
I would now like to introduce our speaker for the evening, Fa-

ther Patrick Ryan, the Society of Jesus, who is the Laurence J. 
McGinley Professor of Religion and Society at Fordham Univer-
sity.  Father Ryan is a native of New York City, having been born 
and raised, at least for the first few years of his life, in Woodside 
in Queens.

(Applause)
We’ll come back to Queens in just a minute.
He became the McGinley Professor of Religion and Society at 

Fordham University in 2009.  Previously he was Fordham’s Vice 
President, University Mission and Ministry, for the years 2005 to 
2009.

In 1964, he began a long career as a teacher and academic ad-
ministrator in West Africa, where he spent twenty-six years.  After 
ordination in 1968, he completed a doctorate at Harvard Univer-
sity in the comparative history of religion, specializing in Arabic 
and Islamic studies.  For fifteen years, he taught in this area in 
various universities throughout Ghana.  He also taught for briefer 
periods at Fordham, Hekima College in Nairobi, Kenya, and at the 
Gregorian University in Rome.  He is the author of three books 
and numerous articles, both scholarly and popular.

As the McGinley Professor, Father Ryan hopes to establish a 
“trialogue” of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.  He has begun this 
work with the semiannual McGinley Lectures and is pursuing an 
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intellectual program to foster this trialogue.
Friends of his have described him as surprisingly eloquent for 

a guy from Queens.  (Laughter)
Gentlemen, Father Ryan.
REV. PATRICK J.RYAN, S.J.:  My title is “Growing Up Irish 

in New York City.”
Gentlemen, many of you are probably Irish American, al-

though, God knows, I met a number of people at the last Friendly 
Sons dinner with skin a bit healthier and more resilient than what 
a friend of mine accurately but unkindly calls “cheap Irish skin.  
It doesn’t last a lifetime.”  People of Irish descent provide the 
proverbial pot of gold for dermatologists in this city.  (Laughter) 

A dermatologist’s waiting room is almost as good a place as a 
wake for meeting fellow members of the tribe.  (Laughter) 

Have you ever met an Irish American dermatologist?  They 
must exist, but the ones I have enriched over the last twenty years 
or so have distinctly non-Irish surnames.

Why did the ancient Irish worship the sun?  Because they 
didn’t have to do it very often, given the infrequency of the sun’s 
appearance in that wet, and therefore very green, island.

God did not intend the Irish to lie on the beach at Rockaway 
or Jones Beach, if you had a car, or Breezy Point, if you had real 
money.  Many of us made that mistake.  Summer days at the beach 
in Rockaway were the only time, as I recall, that we ever said the 
Angelus outside school days.  When the bells on the convent of 
the Josephite Sisters — near the boardwalk around 110th Street, as 
I recall — when they rang, we all stood up for the Angelus on the 
beach.  It was a way of smoking out the non-Catholics, who were 
there wondering what was going on.  (Laughter) 

Skin problems apart, I would like to talk with you this evening 
about growing up Irish in New York City — no, not Irish Ameri-
can.  I grew up Irish in New York City, even though I have Amer-
ican citizenship by birth.  But our family, and especially my late 
father and mother, thought of themselves as exiles tenting here in 
Gotham, having no permanent city this side of the Atlantic.  For 
ecclesiastical purposes, when priests were visiting (the only times 
we ever said grace before meals), we even would say we had no 
permanent city this side of Heaven.
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My father, Paddy Ryan Lacken, only came to New York in 
March 1929, several months after his thirtieth birthday.  Lacken 
was the family nickname, a way of distinguishing us from thou-
sands of other Ryan families in and around Tipperary.  My father 
always said that if you were a Ryan from Tipperary and had no 
nickname, you probably were a bastard.  (Laughter) 

Between 1919, the real beginning of the Irish struggle for in-
dependence, and my father’s departure for New York in 1929, he 
lived a full life.  The Irish War of Independence, the first guerilla 
war of the twentieth century according to Ho Chi Minh, began 
symbolically when seven advocates of Irish independence, brave 
men basically based in Dublin, proclaimed the Irish Republic at 
the General Post Office in Dublin on Easter Monday 1916.  There 
were apparently 2 million people inside the GPO that day, to judge 
from later recovered memories.  (Laughter)

But most of those 2 million survived.  The seven signatories 
of the proclamation of the Irish Republic, however, faced British 
firing squads within a month.  But they had lit a fire that only burst 
into full flame nearly three years later.

On January 21, 1919, a small group of Irish Republicans be-
longing to the Third Tipperary Brigade attacked and killed a po-
liceman who had been riding shotgun on a cart filled with gelig-
nite at Soloheadbeg in County Tipperary.  Martial law throughout 
Ireland was declared by the British authorities the next day.

A little more than two years after that Soloheadbeg ambush, 
another in a series of ambushes took place, also in Tipperary, at 
a tiny place called Coolboreen, near the town of Newport.  The 
ambush was intended to eliminate Henry Biggs, a British dis-
trict inspector of the so-called Black and Tans, the combination 
of demobilized soldiers from the First World War with the Royal 
Irish Constabulary.  District Inspector Biggs, twenty-six years of 
age at the time, had fought in World War I.  He had established 
a particularly hateful reputation for himself in that part of North 
Tipperary, where he had detained and used my father’s father as a 
hostage against my father.  Biggs kept the old man imprisoned in 
the police barracks at Newport.  (I say “old man.”  He was actually 
twelve years younger than I am now.)  He sometimes forced my 
grandfather to ride around tied up in the front seat of a police ve-
hicle traveling through the countryside, where the ditches, which 
were really dikes, that hemmed the narrow rural roads, made them 
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suitable sites for ambushes.
Biggs had also burned down my family’s home in two parts, 

the new house and then the old house, in retaliation for my father’s 
guerilla activities.  

On an afternoon in May 1921, local Irish Republicans hiding 
near Newport, including my father, then twenty-two years of age, 
noted that Biggs and some of his British companions had driven in 
an open car, without my grandfather as their hostage, in the gen-
eral direction of Nenagh, downhill from Newport, evidently out 
for an afternoon’s game of golf.  When the golfers were returning 
in the gathering dusk of that same day, they were ambushed in 
Coolboreen, a place where there was a hairpin turn on a hilly road 
connecting Nenagh and Newport.  Three of the Britons in that car 
were killed.  At first the IRA men thought they had killed three 
men, but on closer inspection, they realized that they had shot 
dead not only Biggs and another police officer, but also a young 
lady of the local British settler gentry, Winifred Barrington, the 
twenty-five-year-old only daughter of Sir Charles Barrington and 
his wife Lady Mary Rose.  The IRA regretted that the Honorable 
Miss Barrington, who was dressed in horseback-riding clothes 
and wearing Biggs’s military cap, had been shot and said as much 
to another young woman in the golfing party, who roundly abused 
them.  By way of excuse, they responded that the Honorable Miss 
Barrington had been traveling in bad company.

This is a genteel gathering — or at least I’m told so — so I 
can’t repeat exactly what my father said about the Honorable Miss 
Barrington, but I can think it.

The pseudo-Norman-castle country residence of the Bar-
ringtons in Murroe, County Limerick, was sold some years later 
to a prosperous Catholic priest and eventually given by him to 
Belgian Benedictines, who established Glenstal Abbey and Sec-
ondary School there.  I celebrated a sort of first mass at Glenstal 
for my three surviving Irish aunts and my twenty-one Irish first 
cousins in 1969, a year after my ordination.  While making the 
arrangements for that mass, I fell into conversation with a loqua-
cious Benedictine brother, who served as porter at Glenstal.  He 
told me, not knowing who I was, that the aristocratic Barringtons 
lost their only daughter in 1921 when — and I quote him — “some 
blaggard shot her dead.”
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When I preached at the conventional mass the following Sun-
day, I could see the light of new knowledge gradually dawning on 
the brother’s face.

Glenstal Abbey eventually established a daughter house in 
Nigeria, where I lived for many years.  Whenever I passed by, I 
would drop in and introduce myself as the son of the great bene-
factor of theirs.  (Laughter)

My father’s paternal uncle, Canon Michael Kennedy Ryan, 
the administrator of the cathedral in Thurles, had not approved 
of the Irish War of Independence and the guerilla violence that 
it entailed and had said as much numerous times from the pulpit.  
Needless to say, my father was not terribly close to his clerical 
uncle Michael, especially during those years of revolution — ac-
tually, later on, too.  He later told my mother, who never knew my 
clerical grand-uncle, that Canon Michael Kennedy Ryan was, if I 
may paraphrase my father, full of horse feathers.  Even the middle 
name “Kennedy” was an affectation, my father maintained, res-
urrecting some matrilateral connections a few generations back 
— no, not those Kennedys, or at least I don’t think so.  But maybe 
I could get the Mormon genealogists to work on this, once they 
have finished proving that Mitt Romney is a distant cousin of the 
son of God.  (Laughter)

My father and not a few of his fellow Tipperary men and 
women were eventually most unhappy with the results of the An-
glo-Irish Treaty, worked out in London on December 6, 1921, and 
the creation of the Irish Free State a year later, on December 6, 
1922.  They turned against the Irish signatories of that treaty, and 
civil war ensued even before the Free State was formally inau-
gurated.  My father was not directly involved in the shooting of 
Michael Collins, head of the Provisional Irish Government, on 
August 22, 1922, but one of the men most suspected of carrying 
out that deed seems to have taken refuge in our family home at 
Knockfune, not far from Keeper Hill in North Tipperary.  (People 
were hanged for giving such refuge in Maryland in the aftermath 
of Lincoln’s assassination.)

Not long after that event, precisely on October 10, 1922, the 
Catholic bishops of Ireland excommunicated those who would not 
accept the Anglo-Irish Treaty and the forthcoming creation of the 
so-called Irish Free State, maintaining that the struggle for a uni-
fied Irish republic completely independent of the United Kingdom 



62

was an unjust war.  As a result, my father found himself cut off 
from the sacraments.  Eventually, with the collapse of the Civil 
War as an open struggle late in 1923, my father was elected to 
a seat in Dáil Éireann for Tipperary as a Sinn Féin candidate, a 
seat he never took because he and his fellow Sinn Féin hardliners 
would not agree on taking the oath of allegiance to the king and all 
that this oath symbolized in the Irish Free State.  

As a matter of fact, these hardliners eventually broke with 
their erstwhile leader, Éamon de Valera, when he changed course, 
founded Fianna Fáil, and entered Dáil Éireann in opposition.  My 
father resigned from the Sinn Féin seat he had never occupied in 
any case and, after some years of fairly constant police surveil-
lance, left Ireland forever in March of 1929, arriving in New York 
in time for St. Patrick’s Day.  In the years of his life that followed 
his marriage in New York, my father grew more philosophical 
about the frustration of his desire for complete freedom for a uni-
fied Ireland.  His Irish American wife and a cousin of his, an Irish 
American priest, had helped to reconcile him to the Church and 
get him back to the sacraments, although he never quite forsook 
a strong but healthy anticlericalism, some of it centered on “Old 
Horse Feathers,” his clerical uncle and, of course, on the Irish 
bishops.

I have found over the years that having had an anticlerical fa-
ther whose opinions deeply affected those of his widow as well 
prepared me for my own vocation as a Jesuit.  (Laughter) 

But I had better be discreet about such things while the Con-
gregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, having duked it out recent-
ly with the Leadership Conference of Women Religious, may turn 
their attentions to anticlerical Jesuits as well.

I don’t think my father ever regretted the violence of that day 
in May 1921 at Coolboreen, so great was his hatred of District 
Inspector Biggs and the abominable treatment Biggs had meted 
out to his father.  But my father did come to question some of the 
values of nationalism.  “We were all little Hitlers back then,” he 
once told his Irish American priest cousin.

In his last years, he took a turn to the left and said that he 
would eventually join the Irish Labor Party when he returned to 
Ireland and run for office on its platform.  I once told this to the 
late Conor Cruise O’Brien, and he very accurately responded that 
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he and my father would have fallen out eventually within the Irish 
Labor Party.  But there were, finally, very few people with whom 
“The Cruiser,” as he’s known in Ireland, did not fall out.

My father intended to return to Ireland with my mother, my 
sister, and me after World War II, but the harm done to his heart 
by two bouts of rheumatic fever, one as a teenager and the second 
as a young man on the run, took its toll.  He died in January 1944, 
at age forty-five.

That is why I speak of myself as Irish in New York rather than 
Irish American.  I prefer being called Irish in New York hoping to 
fend off the accusation, much bandied about by many of my fa-
ther’s contemporaries, that my generation of New York-born sons 
of immigrants were really just what they called “narrowbacks,” 
the usual term they used for their feckless sons, men who never 
milked a cow or lifted a hurley.  Some of my father’s friends of 
a similar disposition you may possibly remember.  Certainly the 
FBI remembers them.

In the years after 1969, old friends of my father’s who had long 
survived him, especially the late Michael Flannery, organized Irish 
Northern Aid here in New York City.  They were arrested in 1981 
and were tried in 1982 for smuggling arms to the IRA in Northern 
Ireland.  Had my father lived beyond his forth-fifth year, he might 
well have gone on trial, as well, before Judge Joseph McLaughlin 
in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of New 
York.  A group of very clever Irish American lawyers, led by the 
late Frank Durkan of the firm O’Dwyer & Bernstein, took up this 
job pro bono.  They questioned the government bagman in this 
case, one George DiMeo, an arms supplier who had connections 
with the CIA that he didn’t want to discuss on the stand.  This arms 
supplier seems to have intimated to Flannery and his fellow arms 
smugglers that the U.S. government preferred that they get their 
arms from him and the CIA rather than from the Soviet Union or 
Libya.  When George DiMeo took the Fifth fifty-something times 
one afternoon in the fall of 1982, the U.S. government decided to 
withdraw its case against Flannery and his four fellow arms smug-
glers the following morning.  

Flannery’s wife Pearl called to tell me the good news and to ask 
me to offer a mass of thanksgiving.  My family at least broke out 
a bottle to celebrate that signal victory over Maggie Thatcher and 
her allies in this country.
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It is time to close, before I get the hook.  In any case, I see the 
agents of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith taking 
notes, to say nothing of the Garda Siochána an hÉireann, the FBI, 
the CIA, and MI6.  I’ll just sit down now and shut up.

(Applause)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Thank you very much, Father, for that 

fascinating talk.  I can well understand that you’re a man that ap-
preciates history.  It is an absolute pleasure to present to you The 
History of the Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick:  1784 to 
1955, yours to enjoy.  And I think you will.

FATHER RYAN:  Thank you very much.
(Applause)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, I know some of you have 

to run to catch a train, and if you could do so peacefully, quietly, 
leaving the silverware behind, the rest of us will enjoy our Glee 
Club now.  Let me turn it over to Kevin Faughey for his presen-
tation.

MR. KEVIN J. FAUGHEY:  Thank you, Mark.  
Before the Glee Club begins to sing, our outgoing president, 

Desi Stokes, would like to make an announcement this evening.
MR. STOKES:  Thank you, Kevin.  Thank you, Mr. President.
It is indeed a great honor for me to have served this great Glee 

Club.  I have some sad news to report, the passing of one of our 
first tenors, John MacLean, former president of the Glee Club and 
thirty-plus year member of the Glee Club.  He passed away about 
two weeks ago.  At this time, I would like to dedicate in his mem-
ory our performance here tonight.

John, a World War II veteran, former Marine, nobody prouder 
of his Irish heritage.  We will miss him tremendously.  I’m sure 
Jack Walton, also first tenor, will surely miss John MacLean.

So if we could keep John and his family in our prayers.  Thank 
you very much.  We dedicate this program to John MacLean.

(Applause)
MR. FAUGHEY:  Thank you, Desi.
This evening the Glee Club will be singing “My Bonnie Lass-

ie.”  The second song we will sing is “The Barkarole.”  We’ll 
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then sing a beautiful rendition of “America, the Beautiful.”  Our 
soloist Jim Keaney will sing “Ellan Vannin,” by Townsend.  Then 
the Glee Club will end the program by singing “The Lost Chord.” 

We know you’ll enjoy the program this evening.
(Glee Club performance)
MR. FAUGHEY:  Are you enjoying the program so far?
(Applause)
Let me just, first of all, mention that, as you can see, we’re a 

little smaller in number here, because many of our older members 
are out sick, and as was just announced, one of our members just 
passed away recently.  We’re looking for new members.  If any of 
you here tonight would like to be part of us, please come forward 
and speak to one of the gentlemen.  If you know of anyone who 
you think might be good for us, send them our way.  They do not 
have to be a member of the Society.  However, we are looking for 
new members.  If you can possibly help us in any way, we would 
very much like to see you.

We’re going to end our program now by singing “The Lost 
Chord.”  A couple of notes about “The Lost Chord.”  The words 
come from a book of poems that was written by Adelaide Procter 
in 1858.  Arthur Sullivan put the music to those words in 1877, 
and he did it while he sat at the bedside of his brother, who was 
dying and who was also a musician.  To him, “The Lost Chord” 
was his brother.  The words are really beautiful.  As you listen to 
the words today, perhaps you’ll understand what Arthur Sullivan 
was looking to do when he used those words to write the song.

The other interesting thing that I just recently read is that in 
1888, Thomas Edison sent his “newly perfected phonograph” to 
England for some sort of show or something where they were 
showing new inventions.  “The Lost Chord” was recorded to be 
played through Thomas Edison’s phonograph.  It is considered to 
be one of the first-ever recordings.

I know all that and two dollars will get you on the bus, or what-
ever it is, but I just thought I’d let you know about those things.

So we’re going to end our year by singing “The Lost Chord.”  
For me, it means thank God the year’s over and I will relax.

(Glee Club performance)
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PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, would you please remain 
standing and join in the National Anthem?

(Singing of the National Anthem)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, I will entertain a motion to 

adjourn.
(A motion to adjourn the meeting was made and seconded.)
All those in favor.
(“Ayes”)
Goodnight.
(Meeting adjourned:  8:46 p.m.)
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REGULAR STATED MEETING 

held at

The Princeton Club

New York, New York

November 12, 2012

The Regular Stated Meeting of the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of Saint Patrick in the City of New York, held on Monday 
November 12, 2012, at The Princeton Club, 15 West 43rd Street, 
New York City, was called to order by the President of the Society, 
Mark B. Codd.

PRESIDENT MARK B. CODD:  Gentlemen, I call this meet-
ing to order and ask that our Glee Club open this meeting with a 
singing of “The Hail of the Friendly Sons.”

(The Hail of the Friendly Sons was performed by the Glee 
Club.)

Thank you.
Gentlemen, please remain standing.  I now call upon Father 

Douglas Crawford, from Poughkeepsie, come and give our invo-
cation.

FATHER DOUGLAS CRAWFORD:  Thank you.  Mindful 
that we’re always in the presence of Almighty God, particularly in 
moments like this.  Our Lord did his best work over food.

 (Grace was said by Father Douglas Crawford.)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, we will reconvene after 

dinner.  Bon appétit. 
(Dinner was served.)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, ordinarily at this time, it has 

been the custom to ask the Secretary to come forward and read the 
minutes of the May meeting.  Regrettably, Mr. John Coleman, our 
Secretary, is not with us this evening.  His wife just gave birth to 
twin girls.

(Applause)
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John is reportedly in a state of shock at home and is unable to 
come this evening.

But he will be ably assisted this evening by Mr. Kevin Rooney, 
Chairman of the Stewards Committee, who it’s my pleasure to 
recognize for the purpose of reading the fascinating minutes of the 
May meeting.  Kevin?

MR. KEVIN J. ROONEY:  Mr. President, members of the So-
ciety, I ask that we waive the formal reading of the minutes from 
the last meeting.

PRESIDENT CODD:  Do I have a second on that motion?
(The motion was seconded.)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, all those in favor.
(“Ayes”)
Those opposed.
(“Nays”)
The motion is carried.
Thank you, Kevin, for that able job.
I now recognize our Treasurer, Tom Sullivan, to make his re-

port.  Tom?
MR. THOMAS H. SULLIVAN:  Thank you, President Codd, 

my fellow members of the Society.
The Treasurer’s report for the period ending September 28, 

2012, is as follows:
In the general fund, the cash on hand as of May 1, 2012, was 

$249,005.  The receipts for the period thereafter to September 28 
were at $90,491.  The disbursements for the same period came 
to $153,635, leaving the cash on hand as of September 28, 2012 
totaling $185,861.

With respect to the Society’s capital fund, the market value of 
our investments as of September 28, 2012, was $2,705,206.

Gentlemen, that concludes my report.
(Applause)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Could I ask for a motion to accept Tom 

Sullivan’s report?
(The motion was made and seconded.)
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All those in favor.
(“Ayes”)
Opposed.
(No response)
The motion is carried.
Gentlemen, it’s now my sad duty to read the names of members 

who have passed away since our last meeting:  John M. Cunneen, 
W.H. Fissell, Francis J. Devlin, Raymond E. Stout, Jr., Michael 
J. Kane, John J. Phelan, Jr., John H. Connor, Thomas J. Lenihan,
Ryan B. Mahoney.

Although not a member, you may remember Monsignor Greg-
ory Schaffer, who gave one of our quarterly dinner speeches in 
January 2011.  He passed away May 24 this year, after a long 
battle with melanoma.  He had been diagnosed with melanoma a 
few weeks before the talk, and he remained committed to fulfill 
his obligation with Friendly Sons.

Committees will be appointed to prepare suitable memorials to 
be published in our yearbook.  If you know any of the deceased 
members, please contact our Historian, Mick Doyle.  Mick, would 
you please stand?  A handsome man.

Gentlemen, if you did know any of the deceased members, 
would you please contact Mick and assist in the composition of a 
suitable memorial?

I ask you now to stand and observe a moment of silence for our 
deceased members.

(There was a moment of silence.)
Thank you, gentlemen.  Please be seated.
At this point, I would like to ask Ed Sweeney, Chairman of the 

Admissions Committee, for a rendering of his committee report.
MR. EDWARD C. SWEENEY:  Thank you, President Codd, 

my fellow Friendly Sons.
The Admissions Committee met earlier this evening and rec-

ommended the election of the following individuals to active 
membership:  Thomas B. Buckley, Kevin M. Dolan, Kevin C. 
Donnelly, John A. Fitzsimons, Edward J. Flynn III, Michael T. 
Flynn, Christopher J. Fox, Thomas E. Fox, Brendan C. Griffith, 
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Peter F. Lutz, Christopher R. McCraley, John P. McGuinness, 
Sean J. McLaughlin, John P. Meager, Stewart E. Wicht, Edward 
H. Winkler, Patrick C. Finnegan, Connor J. O’Rourke, Joseph 
P. Dineen, Michael C. Ganley, Reverend Monsignor Thomas E. 
Gilleece, Clarkson Logan, Mark Ackerman, Jr., Kevin O’Neill, 
and Daniel Mueller. 

The 25 members are elected to active membership.
We also recommend that the following be transferred to life:  

Eugene J. Brannigan and Joseph F. Renaghan. 
We have just under 900 active members.  We cap out at 1,000.
We had a great golf outing.  We attracted, I think, close to a 

dozen of the members there.  We have some other functions com-
ing up that I think Mark will talk about.  Please do whatever you 
can to get some new quality members in.  We’d love to get that 
number at 1,000 and have a waiting list again.

Thanks again, guys.
 (Applause)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, I move that the report of 

the Admissions Committee as stated be approved.  Do I have a 
motion?

(A motion to approve the Admissions Committee report was 
made and seconded.)

All in favor.
(“Ayes”)
All opposed.
(No response)
The motion is carried.
I now recognize Mr. John Waldron, Chairman of the Commit-

tee on Charities, to give his report.
MR. JOHN C. WALDRON:  Thank you, President Codd.
For the last fiscal year, which ended March 17, the committee 

considered grants of 55 charitable organizations.  The final result 
was the approval of 34 grants, ranging from $5,000 to $25,000, 
totaling $200,000.

The committee will meet again this year, on December 12, to 
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consider grants for the 2012-2013 year.
At this time, I want to submit two proposals to the approval of 

the membership.  First, I propose a total budget for the Charity 
Committee for the 2012-2013 year not to exceed an amount of 
$200,000.

Do I hear a motion to approve this?
(A motion to approve the budget for the Committee on Chari-

ties was made and seconded.)
All in favor.
(“Ayes”)
Opposed.
(No response) 
Carried.
The second is a special proposal.  I request a special budget, 

not to exceed $100,000, for a special relief fund to benefit the vic-
tims of the Superstorm Sandy.

Do I have a motion to approve this budget?
(A motion to approve the budget for a special relief fund was 

made and seconded.)
All in favor.
(“Ayes”)
Opposed.
(No response)
We will consider this at the December 12 meeting and we’ll 

report back on the organizations that will be granted this.
Thank you very much.
(Applause)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Thank you, gentlemen.
As a post-storm update regarding our office, we still have no 

phone service.  Jackie McCarthy is available and can be reached, 
347-933-1891.  That will be on the Web site.

Also, although he’s not here with us this evening, congratula-
tions to former President Al Smith on his appointment as grand 
marshal of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
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(Applause)
I will make a suitable comment regarding that later this year. 
Since this is an election meeting — well, let me go back to just 

one item.  We thought I would try to get by without a reelection 
of officers

In accordance with the Society’s bylaws, the annual election of 
officers is to take place at this meeting.  The report of the Nomi-
nating Committee, which was appointed at the May meeting, was 
mailed to you together with the notice of this meeting.

Tom O’Brien, Chairman of the Nominating Committee, is un-
able to be with us this evening, but he will be very ably represent-
ed by former President Bob Reilly, who will substitute and give 
the report.

MR. ROBERT J. REILLY:  Gentlemen, under Article 3, Sec-
tion 3 of the bylaws, we, the undersigned Nominating Committee, 
elected at the stated meeting of the Society held May 7, 2012, 
convened on September 12, 2012.  We nominate the following 
individuals to be voted for as officers of the Society for the en-
suing year and the annual meeting to be held this day, November 
12, 2012.

For Historian, Michael F. Doyle.
For Almoner, John J. Fitzsimons.
For Secretary, John A. Coleman III.
For Treasurer, Thomas H. Sullivan.
For Second Vice President, Matthew T. McLaughlin.
For First Vice President, John C. Walton.
For President, Mark B. Codd.
Respectfully submitted, Thomas M. O’Brien, Brian M. Mur-

phy, Alfred E. Smith IV, John H. FitzSimons, Timothy G. Reyn-
olds, Victor D. Ziminsky, Jr., and myself, Robert J. Reilly.

No other nominations having been submitted, we will now 
submit that slate for a vote.  All those in favor.

(“Ayes”)
Any opposed?
(No response)
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Hearing no opposition, I declare the slate elected.  Congratu-
lations. 

PRESIDENT CODD:  Thank you, Bob.  The suspense was pal-
pable.

Gentlemen, as I earlier said, since this is an election meeting, 
there is traditionally not a speaker.  But we’re fortunate to have 
our Glee Club present.  They will render a selection of songs for 
our enjoyment.

If I could please ask that any member who has a train to catch 
or other business that they have to attend to, could you now peace-
fully and quietly take your leave.  All those who wish to remain 
for the Glee Club concert, please take advantage of freed-up seats 
and move down with us.  Thank you.

MR. FAUGHEY:  The Glee Club’s program this evening will 
consist of the following songs.  We’re going to sing “Are You 
Lonesome Tonight?” made famous by Elvis Presley back in the 
1950s.  We’re going to sing the “Song of the Irish Counties,” ar-
ranged by former conductor of the Glee Club, George Mead.  We 
will have a soloist, Jerry Lenihan, who is going to sing “Almost 
Like Being in Love.”  We will sing “Bridge Over Troubled Wa-
ter,” made famous by Paul Simon, and then “The Minstrel Boy.”

We hope you enjoy our program.
(Glee Club performance) (Applause)
MR. KEVIN FAUGHEY:  Now it’s your turn to join us.  In 

honor of all our very wonderful veterans, we thought we might 
sing today — and perhaps you will join us — “God Bless Ameri-
ca,” by Irving Berlin.  So feel free to join us.

Then we’re going to end the program by singing our National 
Anthem.

(Glee Club Sing-along, “God Bless America,” the National 
Anthem)

PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, this is the 100th anniversary 
of the Glee Club, and this year we will celebrate with a centennial 
concert.  If you take any pride in your organization, this is truly 
where you should show it and attend this concert.

Gentlemen, this meeting is adjourned.  Thank you.  Safe home.
(Meeting adjourned:  8:33 p.m.)
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he Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the 
City of New York held its Regular Stated Meet-
ing on January 7, 2013 at the Princeton Club, 15 
W 43rd Street New York, NY, with the Society’s 
President, Mark B. Codd, presiding.  The members 
approved a special motion for a grant towards the 

restoration of St. Patrick’s Cathedral in the amount of $500,000 
payable over five years.  The speaker for the evening was, Hon-
orable Rob Astorino, Westchester County Executive who spoke 
about politics and suburban issues faced by Westchester County. 

The Society held its Two Hundred and Twenty Ninth Anni-
versary Dinner on March 15, 2013 in the Grand Ballroom of the 
Sheraton New York Hotel and Towers with one thousand four 
hundred and twenty three members and guests in attendance.  The 
ballroom was decorated with the traditional  green wall hangings, 
a large illuminated replica of the membership medallion was posi-
tioned on one wall and the Society’s historic painting of its patron, 
Saint Patrick, was positioned above the dais and was flanked by 
the flags of the United States, Eire, the State of New York, the 
City of New York and the Vatican City state.  Carnations of green 
and white decorated the tables and boutonnieres were provided 
for all guests. The President of the Society, former presidents, rep-
resentatives of other ancient societies, speakers, and other distin-
guished guests were seated on the dais.

The Glee Club of the Friendly Sons, under the direction of 
Kevin Faughey, opened the festivities with the traditional singing 
of “The Hail of the Friendly Sons” and provided entertainment 
throughout the evening with songs by former president Victor 
Herbert.  President Mark B. Codd welcomed the members and 
their guests and introduced Timothy Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop 
of New York, who offered the Invocation. 

After dinner, President Codd offered a response to the first 
toast “To the President of the United States.” New York City Po-
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lice Commissioner, Raymond W. Kelly, responded to the toast “To 
the Day We Celebrate.”  Connecticut Governor Dannel Molloy, 
responded to the toast “To the United States.”

At the Regular Stated Meeting held on May 6, 2013, at the 
Princeton Club, President Mark B. Codd introduced former So-
ciety President Robert J. Reilly, who introduced the speaker for 
the evening, John V. Connorton, Jr.  Mr. Connorton is a partner at 
the Wall Street law firm Hawkins, Delafield, and Wood where he 
specializes in the law of public finance. Mr. Connorton who ren-
dered exceptional service to the people of Northern Ireland in the 
recent peace process and has been honored by Queen Elizabeth II 
and the University of Ulster for his efforts spoke about the “Peace 
Process”. 

The Annual Meeting of the Society took place on November 
17, 2013 at the Princeton Club. After the election of officers, the 
new President, John C. Walton, introduced the Glee Club, to ren-
der some songs and entertainment for the Society. 
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REGULAR STATED MEETING 

held at

The Princeton Club

New York, New York

January 7, 2013

The Regular Stated Meeting of the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of Saint Patrick in the City of New York, held on Monday 
January 7, 2013, at The Princeton Club, 15 West 43rd Street, New 
York City, was called to order by the President of the Society, 
Mark B. Codd.

PRESIDENT MARK B. CODD:  Gentlemen, if you could take 
your seats.  At this time, I would like to ask Father Douglas Craw-
ford to please come forward and say grace.

(Grace was said by Father Douglas Crawford.)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, please remain standing.
Gentlemen, I call this meeting to order.  I ask our Glee Club 

to open this meeting with the singing of “The Hail to the Friendly 
Sons.”

(“The Hail of the Friendly Sons” was performed by the Glee 
Club.)

PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, please be seated.  We will 
continue after dinner.

(Dinner was served.)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, may I have your attention?  

Gentlemen, can I give you an update on the score of tonight’s 
game?  The score right now is 0-0.  

At this point, I would like to start the biggest portion of the 
meeting and recognize our Secretary, Mr. John Coleman, Notre 
Dame graduate, for the purpose of reading the minutes of the No-
vember meeting.  John?

MR. JOHN A. COLEMAN III:  Mr. President, I recommend 
that we dispense with the reading of the minutes and that they be 
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accepted into the record.
(A motion to accept the minutes was made and seconded.)
PRESIDENT CODD:  All those in favor.
(“Ayes”)
Opposed.
(No response)
The motion is carried.
I now recognize our Treasurer, Tom Sullivan, to render his re-

port.  Tom?
MR. THOMAS H. SULLIVAN:  Thank you, Mr. President, 

fellow Friendly Sons.
My report as of the end of 2012:  Our last report, as of the end 

of the third quarter, was as of September 28.  As of that time, our 
cash on hand in our general fund came to $185,861.  Receipts 
since then through the end of 2012 came to $7,292 and disburse-
ments were $89,719, leaving cash on hand in our general account 
as of December 31 of $103,434.

Also as of December 31, the value of our capital fund was 
$2,651,031. 

That concludes my report.  Thank you.
(Applause)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Thank you, Tom, for that emotional and 

heart-felt report.
Gentlemen, do I have a motion to accept the report of our trea-

surer?
(The motion was made and seconded.)
All those in favor.
(“Ayes”)
Opposed.
(No response)
Very good.
It is my sad duty, gentlemen, to report the names of the mem-

bers who have passed away since our last meeting:  Patrick J. 
Cunniff, Donald E. Mulry, Glee Club member.
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Committees will be appointed to prepare suitable memorials to 
be published in our yearbook.  If you know any of the deceased 
members, please contact our historian, Mick Doyle.

I ask you now to stand and observe a moment of silence in 
memory of our deceased members.

(There was a moment of silence.)
Thank you, gentlemen.  Please be seated.
I now recognize Mr. John Waldron, Chairman of the Commit-

tee on Charities, to give his report.
MR. JOHN C. WALDRON:  Thank you, Mr. President.
I have two updates.  The Committee on Charities met on De-

cember 12.  As you may recall, we had authorization to spend up 
to $200,000, dispersed among charities.  There were 59 charities 
considered.  Thirty-eight grants thus far have been recommended.  
Four went to new organizations.  One organization was removed 
from the list.  Two are receiving less than they received in previ-
ous years.  One organization is receiving more.

You can see that it is a dynamic process, and we do take the time 
to review each of these organizations each time we go through the 
process.

The second order of business was to — you may recall that at 
the last meeting an extraordinary grant of $100,000 was approved 
for the relief of victims of Superstorm Sandy.  We met as a com-
mittee.  The process was, we wanted to ensure that the people who 
really needed the money were the ones who were getting it.  We 
wanted to identify organizations that we knew were vetting the 
process, that the money would be distributed truly to those who 
were not double-dipping, so to speak.  The committee charged 
each of the members to come up with the name of an organiza-
tion and to investigate that organization.  We have not finished 
the process thus far, but we have identified the following orga-
nizations that will be receiving some of this money:  the Breezy 
Point Disaster Relief Fund; the Catholic Charities of the Diocese 
of Brooklyn; the Futures in Education, a specific Sandy relief fund 
for the Brooklyn Diocese; the Empire State Relief Fund, which 
covers all boroughs; Monsignor Farrell High School in Staten Is-
land; and Project Hospitality Staten Island Relief Fund.

We will be finalizing the process, and the intent is to get these 
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checks out to these organizations hopefully by next week.
That’s the report from this committee.
(Applause)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Thank you, John.
Do I have a motion to accept Mr. Waldron’s report?
(The motion was made and seconded.)
All those in favor.
(“Ayes”)
Opposed.
(No response)
Gentlemen, there is one last bit of business to advise you of re-

garding the organization’s charitable distributions this year.  Many 
of you may be aware of the fact that the Archdiocese of New York 
has announced a fundraising effort geared towards the restoration 
of St. Patrick’s Cathedral, a building that means a great deal to this 
organization and to the Irish in general.  At a Board of Officers 
meeting at the end of last year, the Board discussed and voted to 
present to you this evening for your consideration a matter of this 
organization making a charitable grant for that restoration proj-
ect.  The grant would take the form of $500,000, disbursed over 
a period of five years in $100,000 increments.  Gentlemen, this 
organization needs to stand behind the Cathedral.

Gentlemen, it is my purpose to present this to you this evening.  
For those of you here, we would like to put it to your vote as to 
whether this is approved or not.

Do I have a motion to bring this matter before the membership?
(The motion was made and seconded.)
Gentlemen, as you understand, the vote concerns approval of 

a $500,000 donation spread over five years.  Each year $100,000 
will be donated for the restoration project of St. Patrick’s Cathe-
dral.  All those in favor.

(“Ayes”)
Opposed.
(“Nays”)
Gentlemen, thank you.  The “Ayes” carry it, and it will so be. 
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(Applause)
Now, gentlemen, I would like to introduce our speaker for the 

evening, Mr. Rob Astorino, Westchester County Executive.  Let 
me tell you a little bit about Executive Astorino.

He’s part of a new generation of American leaders who believe 
in facing our nation’s challenges head-on.  Unsustainable spend-
ing, punishing taxes, and dangerously high debt levels threaten 
the economic foundation of this country, and they must be dealt 
with before they grow worse.

Mr. Astorino was elected County Executive in November 
2009, after running a campaign to streamline county government 
and bring tax relief to overburdened homeowners and businesses.  
He was elected with almost 58 percent of the vote.

Before taking office as County Executive, Mr. Astorino had 
a long and successful career in the radio industry.  You may re-
call that he was the station manager and program director of the 
Catholic Channel on SiriusXM satellite radio and hosted a weekly 
radio show from St. Patrick’s Cathedral with the Archbishop of 
New York.

Did you ever get a word in?
In 2001, he helped launch ESPN Radio in New York and be-

came the station’s senior producer.
Mr. Astorino was first elected to public office at age 21, serving 

as a member of the Mount Pleasant Board of Education.  He went 
on to serve for 12 years as councilman on the Mount Pleasant 
Town Board, including six years as deputy supervisor.  In 2003, 
he was elected to the Westchester County Board of Legislators.  

The County Executive earned a bachelor of arts degree in com-
munications from a small college in the Bronx, Fordham Univer-
sity, where he also minored in Spanish and political science.  In 
2001, he studied in Barcelona, Spain, and received a Spanish im-
mersion diploma from the Enforex School of International Stud-
ies.

He is a lifelong resident of Westchester, where he and his wife 
Sheila are raising three young children.

Gentlemen, Mr. Rob Astorino.
MR. ROB ASTORINO:  Thank you.  You know I'm Italian, 
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right?
Thank you very much, Mark.  It really is great to be here at 

the Princeton Club.  I cannot tell you how honored I was when I 
was asked to speak here.  This truly is an esteemed and historic 
organization, and truly I am honored to be here.  To follow in the 
footsteps of U.S. presidents, Supreme Court justices, governors, 
and legendary football coaches who have all been speakers before 
the Friendly Sons, I was amazed that I was asked.

I was jumping up and down.  I called my mother-in-law.  I 
called my father-in-law.  I called everybody and told them that I 
was speaking at the Friendly Sons dinner.  So they all got tickets 
for the Sheraton in March, and then someone had to come in and 
tell me it was actually at the Princeton Club in January, the night 
of the Notre Dame game.

I am still here and I am ready to be informative on Westchester 
County and to take your questions afterwards.  If I run too long 
— and I have timed this out.  Over the last several days, I’ve read 
these remarks.  We should be done at least by the start of the third 
quarter.

I know I’m not Irish, but for an Italian guy, I am as Irish as you 
can get.  My wife is 100 percent Irish, the former Sheila McClo-
skey.  Her parents were from Ireland, Mayo and Derry.  We were 
married in Ireland.  My kids — I fought and lost this one — are 
named Sean Matthew, Kiley Rose, and Ashlin Grace.  We’re va-
cating in the Emerald Isle this August.  I graduated from Fordham.  
My father was a cop.  I love Guinness.  I’m a proud Catholic.  I 
drink tea.  I wear a green tie.  And I know 26 plus 6 equals 1.

(Applause)
Still, no Irish blood, so I’m out of luck and I cannot be a Friend-

ly Son.  My blood would only qualify me for La Cosa Nostra, but 
that organization wasn’t ruthless enough for me, so I became a 
politician.

Believe me, politics can be very, very ruthless.  It can also be 
very rewarding, and it can be very silly.  I will explain all three.  It 
just happened to me recently, and it wasn’t just a month ago.

When I was a candidate four years ago, I pledged fiscal re-
sponsibility.  I ran in a county that is 2-to-1 Democrat right now.  
Taxes are the highest in the nation.  Those who are here from 
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Westchester, raise your hands.  You know how bad it is.  So I ran 
on a pledge to stop the crazy spending and to put a hold on taxes.  
In my three years so far, we have cut spending by 7 percent, we 
have reduced the tax rate, we have maintained Westchester’s tri-
ple-A credit rating, and we are preserving essential services.  So 
we’re doing everything I said.

Believe me, it’s not easy.  I’m dealing with some legislators — 
you just made a motion before; all in favor, “Aye,” opposed, none.  
What I would do for that!

When I got into office, there were 13 Democrats and four Re-
publicans.  You can imagine how fun the first two years were.  I 
issued 250 vetoes in my first two years — 250 vetoes.  Honestly, 
in the history of Westchester County, there were like 50, total.  I 
issued 250.  Two hundred forty-nine were overridden.  It wasn’t 
until my third year, when we picked up some seats — it’s now ten 
and seven, so there’s a little bit more balance.  Now I just get sued 
by the legislators every other day.

I’m battling the politics every day.  I’m battling a legislature 
that is, quite frankly, on a very different side of the aisle than I 
am on.  We’re really clashing on everything.  We’re clashing on 
spending.  We’re clashing on dealing with the public employees’ 
unions and contracts and everything you can imagine.

But I sort of take the view that I’m not going to cover my eyes 
and pretend problems don't exist, because they do.  There’s more 
asphalt left on the road to kick the can down.  So we’re dealing 
with issues, and some biggies, including one where we’re in the 
Second Circuit on a federal housing case right now.  

But one of my most rewarding moments was December 7.  
Ironically, it’s Pearl Harbor Day.  It was the day when things sort 
of changed.  It was this past December.  Two courageous Demo-
crats, two legislators, broke ranks with their party and formed a 
coalition.  Instead of a political bickering game, they decided to 
cut a deal with us and to actually have a balanced budget, didn’t 
raise taxes, and we now have a bipartisan coalition.  But let me 
tell you, it wasn’t perfect.  It wasn’t a perfect budget.  We didn’t 
raise the reserve fund.  But these guys have been absolutely rid-
iculed to no end.  The silliness happened during the budget vote.  
The legislators were so juvenile — so juvenile — that they would 
make a great assembly member one day if they go to Albany.  This 
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is what they’ve done.
They actually came, the Democrats, and tried to adjourn the 

meeting.  Then, when it wasn’t properly adjourned, the remaining 
legislators, nine, stayed and passed a budget — seven Republi-
cans, two Democrats.  But on the way out the door, the Democrat-
ic chair and others literally shut the lights off in the chambers, put 
the horns on, and shut the video off for the cameras.  All the media 
was there, and it became a clown show.  It really did.  It was a very 
big embarrassment for the county.

But a budget got passed with a bipartisan coalition.  It was le-
gal, it was constitutional, and we now have a budget.  Both parties 
— at least members of both — did what they were supposed to do.  
They led.  That’s really what the public is asking us today.

But the ruthlessness came when the two Democrats who broke 
ranks — one of them was a female Hispanic.  Her name was pub-
lished with her cell phone number, and she was harassed by mem-
bers of the public and special interest groups and her Democratic 
Party friends.  But they don’t know what they’re dealing with, 
with her.  She’s a tough cookie.

So it’s nice now that we actually have a working coalition in 
Westchester of seven people, plus two, to make it nine, and we 
can govern, which is not happening in Washington.  It happens 
not all the time in Albany.  But I think that’s what people expect 
these days.

I will take your questions in just a little while, but before I 
do — and I really mean this in all sincerity — believe me, I want 
to get home, too, and watch this game — I am really honored to 
be with you today.  I have become an Irishman now because of 
marriage.  I learned very quickly that it’s not Londonderry.  I still 
remember that day when I said that.  I am proud to be part of your 
family, even though I might not be in it.  I am on the outside look-
ing in, but I will always be, in some ways, an Irishman.

The charitable events that you have mentioned, the St. Pat-
rick’s Cathedral, which is very dear to me, having done a show 
there with Cardinal Egan and then Cardinal Dolan — it is a won-
derful place.  To put your money there — in, really, in many ways, 
the face of the Catholic Church in America — I commend you for 
doing that.

I may not qualify, again, for membership to Friendly Sons.  I’m 
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hoping to get a ticket to your big event at the Sheraton.  If I have 
to wash dishes, I will do that.  But get me in somehow.

One final note.  The poet William Yeats said that the Irish had 
an abiding sense of tragedy which sustained them through tempo-
rary periods of joy.

May one of those periods of joy be tonight as we win the BCS 
Championship Bowl.  Go Irish!

(Applause)
So what questions can I take for you?
QUESTION:  Would you care to comment on The Journal 

News publication of the names of the registered gun owners in 
Westchester and Rockland Counties?

MR. ASTORINO:  Yes.  For those of you who don’t know, 
The Journal News is a Gannett paper.  It’s the daily newspaper in 
Westchester and the Hudson Valley.  They decided to do some-
thing that I thought was absolutely ludicrous.  They published all 
of the names of the pistol-permit holders, the licensees, in West-
chester County.  Anyone that has a pistol permit, whether you own 
a gun or not — they have published the names and the addresses 
of everybody in Westchester County on a nice little interactive 
map online for any criminal to see.

Unfortunately, we didn’t even know of this Freedom of Infor-
mation request that went to the County Clerk, who is a separate le-
gally elected official.  So I learned about it when it was published.  
I think it is absolutely insane, putting the lives and safety of law 
enforcement, current and retired, judges, small business owners, 
you name it — there is no reason — legally they have every right 
to do it.  I’m not questioning that right.  I’m questioning why they 
would actually do what they did.  It makes no sense and it serves 
no public purpose that I can see.

That’s The Journal News in my county.  I love them to death 
— and I’m sure they love me — but I really am incensed that they 
did that.

QUESTION:  (Inaudible) 
MR. ASTORINO:  You know how many taxing jurisdictions 

there are in Westchester County?  This is insane.  There are 450 
separate taxing jurisdictions in Westchester County.  That’s like 
more than the whole Midwest.  It’s crazy.  That’s why we’re the 
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highest-taxed county in America.  There has to be consolidation.  
You have library districts, fire districts, ambulance districts, sewer 
districts.  You go on and on and on, and then the towns, villages, 
schools, et cetera.  People are getting an arrow from every direc-
tion.

There is a law from 2009 in New York that anyone — and the 
bar was lowered now — in the taxing jurisdiction can put on the 
ballot with only 5 percent of the voters in that district a question 
of whether to consolidate, whether to abolish, whether to keep 
as is.  It has been done by nobody in New York State since then.  
Everyone screams and yells about taxes, but they don't really do 
anything about it.  There has to be some consolidation.

We have done that in the county.  We had the town of Ossining 
police department, which is a small police department of 16 — 
they had a $3 million budget just for the police, very low crime.  
But they saw where their pensions were going.  They looked at it 
down the road, and they couldn’t do it.  So they asked if the county 
would, in essence, take over the policing for the town of Ossining, 
which we did.  They saved about $1 million a year, the town.  

That, in a real way, is a real consolidation.  That needs to prog-
ress as we go forward in a lot of different areas.  I think police is 
one of them that can happen in Westchester.  But there are proba-
bly a lot of other opportunities, too.

QUESTION:  Mr. Astorino, I’m from New Rochelle and like 
very much everything that you have done for the county.  Noam 
Bramsom has been a good mayor, I think, for the city of New Ro-
chelle.  He has come out and is indicating that he will challenge 
you in the next election —

MR. ASTORINO:  If he’s a good mayor in New Rochelle, keep 
him in New Rochelle.  (Laughter)

QUESTIONER:  I would love to do that.  How do you regard 
him as an adversary at this point?

MR. ASTORINO:  I know Noam Bramson, the mayor of New 
Rochelle.  I know and respect him.

I respect anyone that I will be running against.  The politics is 
going to play out this year.  Whoever the Democrats pick, I’ll be 
ready for. 

The problem with politics now, as I was sort of mentioning 
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before, is that it gets started so early.  Normally, it’s springtime 
and you have the nominations, and then it’s summertime.  Then 
you do battle, you pick up the swords, in September and October.  
Now it’s like a three-year campaign for everything.  It’s crazy.  It 
has already started, the silly season.  

I’ll be ready for whoever it is.  Look, we’ve got, I think, a 
very good record.  When we came into office, the budget was $1.8 
billion.  It’s $1.7 billion today.  I’d like to see anybody anywhere 
in three years that went from something to lower — in real dol-
lars, not slowing the rate.  That was a lot of hard work and a lot 
of tough decisions.  They’re not always popular ones, but we’re 
going to make them and we’ll continue to make them.

We have union members of the public employees’ unions that 
do not pay anything for health insurance — never, not a dime.  It’s 
just not the real world anymore.  I said I was not going to sign any 
contract until they start paying, just like everyone else.

These are the hard decisions.  We’re going toe-to-toe.  My phi-
losophy is good government makes good politics.  The politics 
will play out.  I think we’re going to just keep doing what we’re 
doing.  Do I get another four years or do I go back to the private 
sector?  I don't know.

QUESTION:  You touched on it earlier.  Could you bring up 
some of the issues regarding housing that are facing Westchester?

MR. ASTORINO:  There’s a big issue — for those who live in 
Westchester, you may have heard it.  Those of you who don't will 
probably hear a lot more about it this year.  It has been picked up 
nationally.

Just a real quick synopsis.  In 2006, the county was sued by a 
group called the “Antidiscrimination Center.”  I put in air quotes 
because it’s one guy.  Under the False Claims Act of 1863, he sued 
Westchester County on the community development block grant 
money that the county took from HUD through the years.  On 
the certifications that the county had done, the county had to take 
race into consideration and study whether race was an impediment 
to furthering fair housing.  The county did studies.  They didn’t 
check off the box, and so we were sued.

In 2009, the then-County Executive, whom I ended up beating, 
decided to settle with the federal government, which intervened in 
the lawsuit, HUD and Justice.  It requires the county to build 750 
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units of low-income housing in 31 eligible communities.  “Eli-
gible” is based on the 2000 census, 7 percent or less Hispanic, 3 
percent or less African-American.  If that’s the composition of a 
community, then that community needs to build what’s called fair 
and affordable housing, which has no definition.  It’s low-income 
housing in these communities.

The county gave this group $7 million to settle, $2 million for 
their legal fees, and the county has to spend $51 million, mini-
mum, over a seven-year period, up through 2017, to comply.  We 
each year have to meet certain benchmarks, and if we don't, we get 
severely fined each month.

I was very much opposed to this as a candidate, for all the rea-
sons that we are now dealing with on the federal level, in the fed-
eral courts.  We’re building the housing.  We’re complying.  We 
are well ahead of schedule.  We are passing the 2013 benchmark 
and we are on to 2014.  That’s how ahead of schedule we are.

The problem is, the federal government under this administra-
tion, quite frankly, has become extraordinarily aggressive — and I 
will use the word “radical” — and what they are trying to do is to 
really make us as a county do things that are not in the settlement 
to further a social engineering agenda.  There’s really no other 
way to say it.  This Washington wants to control housing, zoning, 
who lives where.  

So we are battling right now in the federal courts on two issues.  
One is whether or not a private property owner must accept Sec-
tion 8 housing vouchers if you rent property.  There is no federal 
law.  There’s no state law.  They are trying to require property 
owners in Westchester to do that.

Remember before when I said there were 250 vetoes and 249 
were overridden?  That’s the one veto that was not overridden 
because they didn’t have the 12 votes.

When I vetoed this legislation, which was not in the settlement 
— the words in the settlement are that the County Executive shall 
promote legislation currently before the Board.  We’re battling, 
literally, on the word “promote” and “currently.”  The federal 
government says “promote” means “shall sign, shall adopt.”  It’s 
nowhere in there.  The word “current” meant “then,” but to the 
federal government it means “in perpetuity until it’s something in 
legislation.”
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So we’re in the federal courts.  We won one, we lost one.  But 
it’s an issue that is being looked at around the country for the im-
plications.  The federal government, when they announced this, 
said this is their “grand experiment,” that what they do in West-
chester is what they will do around the country.  And they kept 
their word.  Last week HUD put out new guidelines that they are 
looking at to make Westchester the example, and every communi-
ty in the nation they are going to come after.

The second part of it is zoning.  The federal government un-
der this administration feels that there should be no restrictions in 
any zoning code on height, density, acreage, number of bedrooms, 
water or sewer availability, et cetera.  They are demanding that 
the county sue all of our municipalities to break up all zoning and 
have low-income housing wherever they deem it’s appropriate.

That’s the next battle that’s coming down soon.  I have held my 
ground, despite the threats from the U.S. Attorney’s Office, despite 
contempt-of-court charges that were dangling over our heads.  We 
felt very strongly that I was not going to roll over, because there 
is a law, there’s still a Constitution, as far as I know, there’s a 
settlement that was agreed to, and what’s not in the settlement 
we’re not bargaining anymore.  That’s done.  We’ll do what’s in 
the settlement.  We’ll comply.  But we are not going to roll over 
just because the federal government has a certain viewpoint.

(Applause)
This has national implications.  The Wall Street Journal has 

written two very good editorials.  The New York Times — you can 
imagine those editorials they wrote about me.

It’s a very big issue.  For those of you in Nassau, those of you 
in Suffolk, those of you in Bergen — wherever you are — you are 
next if we lose.

QUESTION:  Can you talk to the sustainability of public sector 
pensions?

MR. ASTORINO:  It’s not sustainable.  You know what the 
total bill for pensions for Westchester County government was 
in 2001?  It was a little over $3 million.  That’s 2001.  Last year 
it was $79 million.  This year it’s $91 million.  Next year is $105 
million.  It’s insane, absolutely insane.  That number is just going 
to explode all over the place.  Every school, every community is 
dealing with this.  It has become absolutely impossible for some 
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and it will be impossible for all to keep up with this.
I mentioned La Cosa Nostra before.  Well, that can describe Al-

bany, too.  Here’s what we’re dealing with.  Nobody can deal with 
these kinds of increases.  We are, as you mentioned, a triple-A 
county.  If we had to borrow to cover the pension costs, to pay the 
bill in New York State, we could get on the market maybe a point 
and a half.  New York State only permits you to borrow from them 
at 3 percent.  They’re Shylocks.

It’s just constantly wasting money in this state.  But this is New 
York.  

The pensions, if they are not brought under control in a real 
way — in a real way — we’re all dying right now, and Albany’s 
response was to throw us the life preserver in 30 years.  They 
passed a new tier system, which won’t save anything in the near 
future and incrementally small amounts starting 10 or 15 years 
from now.

The system needs to be changed in a real way, like other states 
have begun to do.  I think, in many ways, the public sector has to 
be treated like the private sector.  The public sector needs to have 
either an option or a compulsory to have either a hybrid system or 
go that way from now on, like a 401(k), which is a defined contri-
bution and not a defined benefit.  We’re dying under the defined 
benefit when there’s a guaranteed rate of return of 7 percent from 
the pension system, and if you don't meet it, we’re picking that 
tab up.

QUESTION:  Mr. Astorino, Indian Point powers a lot of our 
homes.  What are your thoughts on it?  What are we looking at in 
the future?

MR. ASTORINO:  Indian Point, I believe, is absolutely critical 
to the region.  I live in Westchester.  I have people come up to me 
frantic, saying, “You’ve got to close Indian Point” — it’s not ours 
anyway; it’s the federal government — “We’re going to die, we’re 
going to die.”

If you really feel that way, why do you live here?  Seriously.  
Indian Point is safe.  The federal government has to make sure that 
it’s safe inside and all the regulations are followed.  They give it 
its green rating, which is the highest safety rating.

I’m concerned about the public safety aspect and the evacu-
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ation.  Those would be our calls — the perimeter of the plant.  
Those are the things that I’m concerned about that we drill and 
practice all the time.

But with regard to the energy, to say that we should close In-
dian Point tomorrow is ludicrous, and to not have a replacement 
for the 30 percent it provides to the New York metro area — that’s 
silly talk.  But we hear that silly talk.  The relicensing is up now, 
in 2015, so you are going to hear more silly talk.  But I believe 
Indian Point is absolutely necessary for the region.

With that, thank you for inviting me.  
Father, do you want to say a blessing for Notre Dame tonight 

or no?  Good luck tonight.  Roll the Tide.
(Applause)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Rob, thank you very much.  We invited 

you because we heard you were a spectacular speaker, and you 
certainly delivered.  I suppose we are going to see you in March 
again.

Thank you very much.
Gentlemen, at this point, for those of you who have to catch a 

train, we understand.  If you could exit perhaps by a back route, 
it would be much appreciated.  For those of you who are able to 
remain, we have a performance by the Glee Club, including, I 
have been told, the Notre Dame fight song.  That will be rousing.

Let me now turn the program over to Mr. Kevin Faughey and 
the Glee Club.

MR. KEVIN FAUGHEY:  Good evening, gentlemen.  I know 
that you will enjoy this program this evening.  We’re going to 
sing “The Winter Song” and then “Shule Agra”.  Our soloist is 
Ray Harley.  He will be telling you more about what he’s singing 
when he takes the mike.  Then we’re going to have a sing-along of 
Christmas carols — the words to the Christmas carols are on the 
table — finally, ”The March of the Wise Men,” and we end with 
the “Hallelujah Chorus.”

We hope you like this program.
Just one note before we begin to sing.  Some of you may have 

heard the name Don Mulry mentioned tonight, a Glee Club mem-
ber who passed away.  He was a 52-year member.  Our Glee Club 
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is going to be dedicating the concert tonight to the memory of Don 
Mulry.

(Glee Club performance)
(Applause)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, it was very impressive the 

way your Latin came back to you.  It’s amazing what corporal 
punishment can do to young men.

MR. FAUGHEY:  In the interest of time — there were two 
more left — we’re going to cut it down to one.  We’re going to end 
the evening with the “Hallelujah Chorus” by Handel.

(Glee Club performance)
(Applause)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Kevin, now the National Anthem.  
(Singing of the National Anthem)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Good night and safe home, gentlemen.
(Meeting adjourned:  8:53 p.m.)
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 Anniversary Dinner

held at

The Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers

New York, New York

March 15, 2013

(Bagpipe musical program)  
PRESIDENT MARK B. CODD:  Gentlemen, it is my honor to 

welcome you to the 229th Anniversary Dinner of the Society of the 
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the City of New York.

Gentlemen, please stand.  I invite our members and guests to 
join with the Glee Club in the singing of The Hail of the Friendly 
Sons.  Gentlemen.

(Glee Club and Participants:  The Hail of the Friendly Sons)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, please remain standing.
Gentlemen, I notice some confusion in the back of the hall. If 

you are here for the Rosenberg nuptials, they are one flight up.
If you are a Son of the Gael, please remain standing.
We will begin our evening with the offering of an invocation 

by His Eminence Edward Cardinal Egan, Archbishop Emeritus of 
the Archdiocese of New York. 

CARDINAL EGAN:  Good evening.  I came for the Rosenberg 
event and, just by mistake, ended up here.  

(Laughter)  
But nonetheless, I am delighted to be here and I want to be sure 

that I bring to all of you the warmest best wishes of a man by the 
name of Timothy Cardinal Dolan.  Some of you may have heard 
about him.

(Applause)
He’s a rather quiet fellow and he usually doesn’t speak up for 

himself, so tonight I want to be sure that I tell you that he asked 
me to give you his warmest, warmest best wishes.  He is over in 
Rome having a good plate of pasta al dente de vino, and you and I 
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are here eating this Irish food.  God help us all.  
(Laughter)
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.  

O Lord, we place ourselves in your presence and seek your bless-
ing.  

In a very special way, we ask you to care for all who rejoice in 
their Irish heritage, whether in Ireland, across the world, or espe-
cially here in the Greater New York area.

O Lord, make us Irish men and women of justice and passion 
and peace. 

Lord, we also pray for our beloved church and our new pontiff, 
who is Francis.  May the church and all of us, under the guidance 
of this new wonderful man from Argentina, be a light to the world 
according to the mind and heart of our Lord and savior, your son 
Jesus Christ.

We pray for our nation, our state, our cities, and those who lead 
them, that they may be in word and in action an example to all the 
world of everything that is good, wholesome, and noble.

We pray for the officers and the members of the Society of 
the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, that their celebration in honor of 
the great patron of Ireland be filled with every happiness and joy 
throughout this wonderful weekend of festivities.

All of this, Lord, we ask with total confidence in your loving 
provenance, as we ask you to bless the food we are now about to 
receive from your most gracious bounty, grateful to those who 
prepared it and mindful of those who this very evening in our cit-
ies and across the world are hungry and in need.

Bless us, O Lord, and the gifts we are now about to receive 
from your most gracious bounty, through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

(Applause)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, please remain standing.  
Thank you, Your Eminence.
I should also like to thank the Chancellor of the Archdiocese 

for granting us a dispensation from the obligation to abstain from 
eating meat on Fridays during Lent.

(Applause)
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Gentlemen, enjoy your dinner and we will return at dessert.  
Please be seated.

(Dinner and Glee Club presentation:  7:22–8:34 p.m.)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, if I could have your atten-

tion.  It is my singular honor to call to order the 229th Anniversary 
Dinner of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the City of New York.

(Applause)
In effect, gentlemen, welcome to the Friendly Sons’ version of 

a charm offensive.
Well, of course, there is much work done in anticipation of this 

dinner.  With your indulgence, I would like to recognize those 
responsible.

I would like to thank our Board of Stewards, very capably led 
by Chairman Kevin Rooney.

(Applause)
I also wish to express my sincere appreciation to our entire 

Board, both past and present, for their able assistance in our 
preparations.

(Applause)
Additionally, my thanks to Ed Kane, both a member of the So-

ciety as well as the veteran banquet manager here at the Sheraton.  
Ed?

(Applause)
Our Chairman of our Committee on Charity, John Waldron, 

and our Society Almoner, John Fitzsimons, have together over-
seen the distribution this year of charitable grants or pledges to-
taling some $800,000.  A substantial amount of that went to those 
left in need after Hurricane Sandy, as well as a sizable pledge to 
the Fund for the Restoration of St. Patrick’s Cathedral.

(Applause)
Most importantly, I’d like to give a special thanks and recog-

nition to our fine Glee Club, that splendid organization now in its 
one-hundredth year of existence.

(Applause)
And to Kevin Faughey, the Musical Director.
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Gentlemen, there will be a centennial celebration in the form of 
a concert this year on the evening of May 11th at the Church of the 
Epiphany here in Manhattan.  This will truly be a historic occasion 
and I hope that you will please join me for that evening.

Lastly, let me remind you that for the third year the Society 
will host our annual golf event at Deep Dale Country Club at the 
end of July.

But, gentlemen, frankly, I feel compelled to apologize at this 
point, for I have missed one other group of men to be recognized 
as being here with us this evening.  Our love of ancestry mandates 
one other sincere recognition and acknowledgement be made to a 
very special group of you.  There are many here among us tonight 
who cry out to be recognized both for who they are but, more im-
portantly, where they hail from.

Yes, they come here tonight from a place across the sea, an 
island renowned as a place of heroes and saints.  Their lives have 
been about the fight for freedom and a constant challenge to op-
pression they have faced.  These are men of action, of great pas-
sion.  They are poets and patriots all.  Gentlemen, I pray, please 
join me in recognizing those here tonight from Staten Island. 

(Laughter and applause)
Gentlemen, the time has now come for the first of our tradition-

al toasts.  Would you please stand and charge your glasses.
Gentlemen, “To the President of the United States”.
PARTICIPANTS:  Hear, hear!
PRESIDENT CODD:  Would you now please be seated.
May it please our distinguished dais guests this evening, Your 

Eminence Cardinal Egan, Vicar General Walsh, the many bishops 
and clergy here tonight, Governor Malloy, Commissioner Kelly, 
Minister Kelly, Father McShane from Fordham, Dr. O’Donnell 
from Manhattan College, Mayor Bloomberg, representatives of 
our venerable New York societies, former presidents of the Friend-
ly Sons, Friendly Sons, as well as friends and guests who have all 
joined with us tonight to celebrate the feast of our patron saint.

Gentlemen, if you will permit me to start with what must ap-
pear obvious to all, Cardinal Dolan is not with us tonight.  I did 
receive a letter from Cardinal Dolan, however, in which he laid 
out two weeks ago that he would not be with us and expressed the 
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rationale for that.  Interestingly enough, gentlemen, annotated at 
the bottom are some personal notes the Cardinal wrote to me that 
I would like to read to you.  I ask only that these remain within 
this room tonight.  Thank you for your acquiescence to that wish.

As I say, the Cardinal starts out by telling us that he will be in 
Rome, unable to attend the 229th Anniversary Dinner.  But then, so 
surprisingly, he pens at the bottom of the note:  “I’ll miss you all.”

Then he goes on further, as if in some sort of coded message to 
us, practically of a subliminal nature, I suspect.  He writes:  “St. 
Patrick’s Day is not too prominently celebrated in Rome.  Am I 
the only one or does that appear odd to you as well?”

He finishes up by saying:  “Would you remember me to all the 
Friendly Sons?”  

And indeed I have.  Gentlemen, we await his return soon.
(Applause)
Tomorrow on Fifth Avenue the grandest parade in New York 

City will occur.  Leading that extraordinary event will be Grand 
Marshall Al Smith.

(Applause)
Al, we wish you the very best in leading that magnificent pa-

rade tomorrow, but remind you it ends at 84th Street.
It is at times like this, gentlemen, that I am most reminded of 

some of the great men who have addressed us as presidents of our 
beloved Society, men like Father Robert Gannon and his extraor-
dinary addresses to our Society over the years.  What of Judge 
Mulligan and his single-handed quest to right the numerous inac-
curacies in the historical record of our country’s founding?  

Equally capable was The Honorable Judge Joseph McLaugh-
lin, regaling us on three separate occasions with his magnificent 
storytelling, even more so with his poetry.

I’ve been told the Judge recently picked a new primary care 
physician.  After two visits and exhaustive lab tests, the doctor re-
marked offhandedly to the Judge that he was doing “fairly well for 
a man his age.”  While initially complimented, on second thought 
the Judge was also a little bit concerned about the comment.  So he 
decided to ask, with a certain intensity, “Doctor, will I see eighty?”  

The physician responded with, “Do you smoke tobacco, drink 
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beer, wine, or hard liquor?”
The Judge replied, “Oh, no,” and further offered, “I’m not do-

ing any recreational drugs either.”
The doctor asked, “Do you eat rib-eye steaks and barbecued 

ribs?”
The Judge replied, “Not much, since I no longer attend the 

Friendly Sons’ dinner.”
“Do you spend a lot of time in the sun, like playing golf, hik-

ing, boating, or bicycling?”
“No, I don’t,” the Judge replied.
Finally, the doctor asked, “Do you gamble, drive fast cars, or 

have lots of sex?”
“No,” was the Judge’s fast reply.
To which the doctor said, “Then why do you even give a 

damn?”
(Laughter)
Well, gentlemen, happily as it turns out, the good judge will 

celebrate his eightieth birthday in just five days.
(Applause)
I will leave it to you to communicate your good wishes to him, 

as he has surely asked me to wish you the very best on this eve-
ning.

Well, gentlemen, as it always seems, the last year since we 
have met has been an extraordinary one.  We find ourselves this 
year mercifully free of the rampant, seemingly incurable insanity 
many fell victim to last year.  Most of us are barely able to recall 
tee-bowing (phonetic).  It is as if it never happened.  Well, wait — 
it never happened!  

(Laughter)
We do, however, meet here tonight under the insurmountable 

burdens of sequestration.  As our enlightened Mayor said recent-
ly regarding the effects of this, as he left meetings in the White 
House compound and fell prey to media questioning, and I quote:  
“Let’s be real.”

Indeed, reality seems to be in short supply in and surrounding 
our nation’s capital.  And yet the republic survives.  In fact, gen-
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tlemen, we meet tonight, a somewhat larger group than last year, 
proving again the ancient adage “As the Friendly Sons’ dinner 
goes, so goes the nation.”

(Applause)
I see liberally sprinkled throughout our audience tonight the vi-

brant signs of men in military uniform.  We remain a nation at war.
(Applause)
We remain still a nation at war and must pledge our support of 

the brave men and women who wear such uniforms.
It is my sad duty to report to you that Army Major Thomas 

Kennedy, an outstanding officer, loving husband and father, who 
was our guest at last year’s dinner and whom I know many of you 
met, died as a result of hostile actions this past August in Afghan-
istan.  Pray, please, for his wife and children and extended family, 
for we will not soon see his like again.

(Applause)
Gentlemen, you may recall that at our dinner several years ago 

then-president Brian Murphy commented on the serious concerns 
he had in preparing for his speech as president on that evening.  
Like many an Irishman, he decided to seek out the opinion, wise 
counsel, and sage advice of the one person he trusted more than 
any other in this life.  He called his father.

The elder Mr. Murphy assured his son, in the loving, sensitive 
manner of Irish fathers, this was needless worry.  He told his son, 
“Not a single person at the dinner that night would have come to 
hear him.”

(Laughter)
I called the elder Mr. Murphy today.  He has advised me in the 

same manner.
Gentlemen, let me take your leave in the following manner.  

I, like many here, have lived as a proud New Yorker my entire 
life, even as career has taken me away from and then back to our 
magnificent city.  

On a night such as this, I recall and feel compelled to leave you 
with the words of that great essayist E.B. White.  In 1948, on a 
summer evening, White, writing an article entitled “This Is New 
York,” commented:  “There are roughly three New Yorks.  There 
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is, first, the New York of the man or woman who was born there, 
who takes the city for granted and accepts its size and its turbu-
lence as natural.  Second, there is the New York of the commuter, 
the city that is devoured by locusts each day and spat out at night.  
Third, there is the New York of those who are from somewhere 
else and came to New York in quest of something.”

Well, gentlemen, no matter how you come to be with us to-
night, and no matter which of those three identities you claim, you 
have joined us in a long line of celebration stretching back over 
the past four centuries.  As such, and on behalf of the Board of 
Officers of the Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the 
City of New York, let me say in the native tongue of our ancestors, 
fadaugh bayo na h-Éirinn, na Éirinn go Brách (phonetic) — or, 
simply put, long live Ireland, long live the Irish, the Irish until 
judgment day. Thank you.

(Applause)
Gentlemen, please stand, and I invite you to join our magnifi-

cent Glee Club in the enthusiastic singing of our National Anthem.
(Singing of the National Anthem.)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, thank you. 
Please remain standing and charge your glasses once again.
Gentlemen, to the day we celebrate.
(Chorus of Hear, hear!)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Please be seated.
Gentlemen, Raymond W. Kelly was appointed Police Com-

missioner by Mayor Bloomberg on January 1, 2002. 
Let me begin again.  Gentlemen, Raymond W. Kelly was ap-

pointed Police Commissioner by Mayor Bloomberg on January 1, 
2002, and is now in the eleventh year of his service.

The Commissioner had also served as Commissioner from 
1992 through 1994, thus making him the only person in New York 
City history to have so served his city twice in this post.

In 2002, the Commissioner created the first counterterrorism 
bureau of any municipal police department in the country and 
dedicated extensive resources to this effort.  

At the same time and over the past years, NYPD has driven 
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crime down by 40 percent from 2001 levels.
(Applause)
The Commissioner is a proud graduate of Manhattan College, 

Class of 1963.
(Applause)
Let me repeat that.  The Commissioner is a proud graduate of 

Manhattan College.
(Applause)
As proud as the Commissioner is of Manhattan College, the 

college is perhaps even more proud of him.  Rising from the 
grounds on the campus just off Manhattan College Parkway in 
the Riverdale section of the Bronx is what will be the Raymond 
W. Kelly Student Commons Building, a fitting and lasting tribute
to the man he is and the job he has done here in New York City.

(Applause)
The Commissioner also obtained a J.D. degree from St. John’s 

University —
(Applause)
— a small college in Queens.  I don’t believe there’s a Ray-

mond W. Kelly building on St. John’s campus at this point, but 
hope springs eternal.

And an LLM from New York University, as well as an MPA 
from the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.

(Applause)
The Commissioner’s awards and honors are numerous and 

extensive and include honorary degrees, presidential commenda-
tions, and recognition from foreign governments.

Perhaps there is no more compelling indication, however, of 
who the Commissioner is or the focus of his mission these past 
years than remarks he made at Gracie Mansion on the morning 
of his public swearing-in for his second term as Commissioner.  
In 2002, amid the aftermath of the attack several months earlier 
on the World Trade Center, he set out the scope and direction of 
what he intended.  His mission as stated was quite simply to do all 
that was possible to protect this nation and this city from further 
attack.
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(Applause)
Might I suggest that is exactly what he has done, and done it 

superbly.
(Applause)
Gentlemen, to respond to the toast to the day we celebrate, 

please join me enthusiastically in welcoming Commissioner Ray-
mond W. Kelly.

(Applause)
COMMISSIONER RAYMOND W. KELLY:  Thank you very 

much.  Thank you.  Please be seated.  Thank you so much.  
I want to thank you, Mark, for that introduction.  I’ll say more 

about Mark in a moment.
But before I do, I want to acknowledge Governor Dan Malloy.
(Applause)
His leadership, especially this past December, was inspiring, 

not only in Connecticut but across America.
(Applause)
I would also like to thank you, Governor, for something else 

closer to home.  When the New York City Police Department was 
criticized for following terrorist leads into other states, you sup-
ported us.

(Applause)
You were invited to take cheap shots and you did not.
(Applause)
The Friendly Sons recognize something so many people have 

come to know, that you, Governor Malloy, are a true gentleman 
and a consummate leader.

(Applause)
Let me also acknowledge a longstanding guest at these dinners 

who has left us, that great Irish mayor, Ed Koch.  Hear, hear!
(Applause)
Mayor Koch would have really appreciated this.
Ed Koch embodied the spirit of the city and that very Irish atti-

tude of “swing at me and I’ll swing back.”  
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(Laughter)  
And no one wore an Irish knit sweater as well.  So here’s to Ed 

Koch, may he rest in peace.
(Chorus of “Hear, hear!” and applause)
We have a new vicar of the Church, the great Pope Francis.
(Applause)
The whole world celebrates with us this evening.  And what a 

blessing it is, the first pontiff from the New World.  He is also the 
first Jesuit pope.

(Applause)
Already he’s making changes.  For one thing, the College of 

Cardinals will now be actually a college, starting this fall.  
(Laughter)
Now, it must be hard, however, for Pope Benedict to lose his 

infallibility.  I can’t imagine that that would ever happen to me.  
(Laughter)
VOICE:  He’s there.
(Applause)
COMMISSIONER RAYMOND KELLY:  Now we have the 

presidents of two great institutions of higher learning with us this 
evening, as Mark said, Father Joseph McShane of Fordham — 

(Applause)
— and Dr. Brennan O’Donnell of Manhattan, my alma mater.
(Applause)
Father McShane, when I was at Manhattan, we used to say that 

Fordham is Gaelic for “can’t pass, can’t shoot.”  
(Laughter)
But now that I have two sons who are both Fordham alums, it’s 

time for me to reassess. 
(Laughter)
Now, both schools will be marching tomorrow to celebrate 

St. Patrick’s Day — or, as the residents of Fifth Avenue call it, 
“March madness.”  

(Laughter)
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Let’s be honest.  When it came to the election of a new pope, a 
lot of us were rooting for Cardinal Dolan.

(Applause)
I, myself, never rooted so hard for a cardinal since St. Louis 

played Boston in the 2004 World Series.  
(Laughter)
Now, you may not know this, but Cardinal Dolan tried to 

have the conclave moved to New York.  However, when Mayor 
Bloomberg found out there was smoke involved, he outlawed it.  

(Laughter and applause)
Now, you wouldn’t think that Cardinal Dolan and I have much 

in common professionally speaking.  But for both of us, we ulti-
mately answer to a Jewish guy who didn’t grow up in New York.  

(Laughter and applause)
But obviously, there are differences between Mayor Bloomberg 

and the Son of God.  
(Laughter)  
Jesus could turn water into wine, while Mayor Bloomberg still 

can’t turn thirty-two ounces of Coke into a misdemeanor.
(Laughter and applause)
When it became known that the College of Cardinals wanted 

the next pope to keep the job for life, Mayor Bloomberg threw his 
hat in the ring. 

(Laughter)
Now, it’s actually not that crazy that a Jewish official would 

be elected to a traditionally Catholic position.  Long before New 
York boasted of its first Jewish mayor in Abe Beame, Robert 
Briscoe severed as the first Jewish Lord Mayor of Dublin.  When 
Yogi Berra heard about it, he said, “Only in America.”  

(Laughter)
Now, about the same time Yogi managed the Mets and then 

returned to the Yankees as a coach, New York had a great Police 
Commissioner by the name of Michael Codd.

(Applause)
He held that post in one of the toughest times in the city’s his-
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tory.  As many of you know, your Society President, Mark Codd, 
is the son of the great Michael Codd.

(Applause)
Now, Mark had his own distinguished career in law enforce-

ment as a member of the FBI.  I want to publicly thank him for 
inviting me here to speak this evening.  This was an historic in-
vitation.  It’s the first time in history that a member of the FBI 
communicated actual information to the NYPD. 

(Laughter and applause)
I’m really just kidding.  That rivalry is overstated.  As a matter 

of fact, just this afternoon FBI Director Bob Mueller called me 
and wished me well this evening, gave me a few pointers.  He 
said, “Ray, just say what Moynihan said.”  

(Laughter)
By the way, Mark, the menu tonight is fantastic.  I was very 

happy to see that you decided not to serve the Swedish meatballs 
from Ikea, but not nearly as happy as the sixty NYPD horses.  

(Laughter and applause)
Now, I always thought it was suspicious that the meatballs are 

the one thing Ikea doesn’t make you assemble yourself. 
(Laughter)
I thought I’d take a moment to boast about the New York City 

Police Department.
(Applause)
Just look at the numbers:  a 20 percent reduction in shootings; a 

58 percent reduction in murders; best of all, a 65 percent reduction 
in sugary drinks.

(Applause)
Actually, a New York judge just ruled against the soda ban.  

Mayor Bloomberg called the ruling a “temporary setback,” which 
loosely translated to he’ll get it done during his fourth term.

(Laughter and applause)
But being Police Commissioner really does change your per-

spective on things.  For example, when I hear that there’s a body 
floating in the Gowanus Canal, I’m the only one who is overjoyed 
to find out that it’s a dolphin.  
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(Laughter)
Or when Homeland Security Janet Napolitano tries to give me 

bad news.  Now, last week, when she said that due to the seques-
ter, 50 percent of the flights at Kennedy Airport would be delayed, 
I didn’t have the heart to tell her that that’s a significant improve-
ment. 

(Laughter and applause)
In addition to reducing crime, we’ve also managed to really 

improve community relations.  For example, things got much bet-
ter when we stopped using Dov Heiken for sensitivity training.  

(Laughter)
And also, from now on everyone who is stopped and frisked 

will get tickets to Mets games.  (Laughter)  Please, please, take 
those tickets!

You know, they’re considering another TV show about New 
York and the NYPD, kind of like Baltimore and the Wire, except 
they’re going to call it The Wire, the Drone, the Biometric Sen-
sors, the Surveillance Team, and the Satellite.

(Laughter)
By the way, when people complain about too much surveil-

lance in the city, I just say, “We see you when you’re sleeping, we 
know when you’re awake, we know if you’ve been bad or good” 
— sort of like Santa Claus with handcuffs.  

(Laughter and applause)
But this being New York, there are people who are actually into 

that sort of thing.  
(Laughter)
Now, it is fair to say that over history we Irish have been Amer-

ica’s most important and accomplished group of immigrants.
(Applause)
Well, maybe not fair to say, but I’m going to say it anyway.
Who were better educators?  I, myself, am the product of great 

Irish-Catholic institutions, including Archbishop Molloy High 
School, Manhattan College, St. John’s University, and the New 
York City Police Academy.

(Laughter)
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Okay, okay, technically speaking the Academy is not Irish.  But 
that’s like saying beer doesn’t count as a vegetable.  Nobody in 
this room wants to hear it.

(Laughter)
And who does politics better than the Irish?  As Mark men-

tioned, our Grand Marshal tomorrow is the great-grandson of one 
of the best politicians ever.

(Applause)
Here’s to the day we celebrate and here’s to Al Smith IV.
(Applause)
Now, the first Al Smith gave no quarter.  A heckler once yelled, 

“Tell ‘em all you know, Al.  It won’t take long.”  Without missing 
a beat, Al shot back, “I’ll tell ‘em all we both know.  It won’t take 
any longer.”

(Laughter)
Well, it took a little longer for a Catholic to be elected presi-

dent.  But I love what Sargent Shriver said about it:  “I am proud to 
be a member of the family who took the sign off the White House 
that said ‘No Irish Need Apply.’”

(Applause)
While once overwhelmingly Irish, the NYPD has become the 

most diverse police department in the world.
(Applause)
But we still draw generations of Irish to our ranks.  Never was 

that more apparent than on 9/11.  At least a dozen of the twen-
ty-three NYPD officers who rushed into the Twin Towers, only to 
be killed, were of Irish descent.  There were many more among 
the firefighters, Port Authority Police, other first responders, and 
victims as well.

The Irish lineage among the NYPD is also evident in the centu-
ry and a half of names struck in bronze on the memorial in Police 
Headquarters.  

The Irish, however, have no monopoly on courage.  Regardless 
of their race or ethnicity, New York City police officers killed in 
the line of duty to this day are piped home to their final resting 
place by the NYPD Emerald Society pipes and drums, with the 
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tricolor flying proudly next to the American flag.
Why do we still do this?  Tradition — a tradition forged by the 

courage of those Irish who came before us and who inspired the 
Department’s motto Fidelis ad Mortem (Faithful unto Death).  

So it is on their behalf and on behalf of the 50,000 men and 
women of the NYPD, uniform and civilian, who stand watch day 
and night over our beloved metropolis that I accept the distinct 
honor of addressing the Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick 
in the City of New York.

We have become the safest big city in America.  Is it because of 
our police officers’ dedication?  Yes.  Is it because of our proactive 
policing strategies?  Yes.  But it is also because the Mayor has 
demonstrated the political resolve it takes to fight crime.

(Applause)
When the Police Department comes under criticism, Mayor 

Bloomberg never flinches.  He has backed the Department and its 
police officers at every turn.  

The result?  There have been 7,364 fewer murders in his first 
eleven years in office compared to the eleven years before him.

(Applause)
By fully supporting efforts to protect New York City, Mayor 

Bloomberg ensured its economic survival and resurgence.  
And I can assure you that the New York City Police Depart-

ment will not be deterred.  We will continue to do all we do now, 
and more, to keep this great city safe.

(Applause)
Now, we’re in good company.  For more than two centuries, 

the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick have been renowned for sustained 
philanthropy through individual and collective acts of charity.  
Yours is a grand tradition.

It is in that spirit that I proclaim:  God bless all here, God bless 
the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, and God bless the United States 
of America.

(Applause)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Fantastic.  Thank you, Commissioner, 

for those fantastic remarks.
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Gentlemen, it is now time to advance the evening with the third 
of our traditional toasts.  Will you please stand and charge your 
glasses? 

Gentlemen, “To the United States”.
(Chorus of Hear, hear!)
Now please be seated.
Gentlemen, Dannel P. Malloy was born in 1955 in Stamford, 

Connecticut, the youngest of eight children.  Growing up, he 
struggled to overcome both learning and physical disabilities.  He 
succeeded quite well, so that he graduated Magna Cum Laude 
from Boston College and continued on to and also graduated from 
Boston College Law School.

The Governor has more than a passing familiarity with New 
York City, since from there he went on to become a prosecutor in 
the Brooklyn District Attorney’s Office.

(Applause)
While there, he posted an impressive twenty-two convictions 

out of twenty-three felony cases he tried.
Returning home to Stamford, he turned his focus to working 

for the betterment of his city through service on the boards of 
finance and education.  

In 1995, he ran for mayor and was elected in a landslide victo-
ry.  Mr. Malloy was Stamford’s longest-serving mayor, spending 
fourteen years in that position.  During his tenure as mayor, he 
compiled an extraordinary record to include bringing more than 
5,000 new jobs to that city, reducing overall crime by 60 per-
cent, making impressive improvements in the transit system, and 
achieving dramatic improvements in creating affordable housing 
in that city.

Based upon the impact of policies he implemented during his 
tenure as mayor, Forbes magazine listed Stamford as one of the 
ten most livable cities in America.

On November 2, 2010, Mr. Malloy was elected Connecticut’s 
eighty-eighth governor, the first elected under the state’s Clean 
Election Program.

As many recall, in recent months the governor has displayed a 
remarkable sense of leadership and purpose, as he has taken the 
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people of Connecticut through a series of crises, both manmade 
and natural, that have played out on the national stage.  He has 
shown a depth of understanding and empathy as he has gone about 
the handling of these matters.  He has earned high marks for his 
focus on the victims of these tragedies, displaying a commitment 
to putting their needs above all else.

The Governor and his wife Cathy, whom he met while at Bos-
ton College, call Stamford home, although currently residing in 
Hartford.  They are proud parents of three sons, Dannel, Ben, and 
Sam.

Please join me in welcoming, to respond to our toast to the 
United States, the gentleman from Connecticut, Governor Dannel 
P. Malloy.

GOVERNOR DANNEL P. MALLOY:  Thank you.  Thank you
very much.

In politics you never want to follow in giving a speech the little 
girl who sings The Star Spangled Banner and knocks it out of the 
park.  In this case I have to follow Commissioner Kelly, who, be-
sides his great career in public service in the Police Department, 
actually is quite the comedian.  I want to thank you very much for 
the setup.

Actually, I want to speak of the Commissioner for a moment, if 
I might.  I have actually known the Commissioner for a long time, 
since I was in fact a prosecutor in Brooklyn, New York, a place 
that much of my family had lived in in prior generations.  Out 
of the eight families that came from Ireland that cast my genes, 
four of them lived in Brooklyn for a period of time, some of them 
so long in Greenpoint that they pronounced oil “earl” and point 
“pearnt.”  But they found their way to Connecticut nonetheless.

Ray and I got to know each other way back in those days.  In 
fact, he attended Harvard with a good friend of mine, General 
Dennis Geoghan, who is still associated with the Brooklyn Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office.

I have to tell you, knowing him in those days, I was a great 
admirer.  You could see what was in store for him to accomplish.  
You could predict that great things were going to come from him 
— not just his children, but that he had great work ahead of him, 
that he would apply the lessons learned thus far in his career and 
the education garnered at great institutions, and he would apply it 
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in the city that he loves.  And he has done so masterfully, and you 
should be proud of that son of Ireland.

(Applause)
I want to say to Cardinal Egan it’s great to be with you again.  

The Cardinal came to Connecticut while I was Mayor of Stam-
ford.  He came to the home of future cardinals, the Diocese of 
Bridgeport.  I had the great honor and privilege of working with 
him in our diocese.

We share a common name.  My mother’s maiden name was 
Egan.  We used to kid him about being related.  Of course, as soon 
as we were out of earshot he would explain that we were the poor 
Irish and he wasn’t.

(Laughter)
It’s great to be with you, Cardinal, and great to share the dais 

with you.
I want to say to someone else whom I’ve admired so very 

greatly throughout his career, a man who once was a Democrat, 
once was a Republican, once was an Independent, once was a Jew, 
tonight an Irishman, the great Mayor of the City of New York.

(Applause)
I have to tell you that the work that he has done throughout his 

career in business is quite astounding and masterful.  I hope and 
pray that he’ll remember me in his will.

(Laughter)
But his body of public work, as well as his philanthropy, is 

what he will most be remembered for.  He is a great and selfless 
public servant who has served his adopted city beyond a level that 
anyone could possibly have expected or required.  Mayor, you are 
a great, great man and a great friend of New York and the United 
States.

(Applause)
Oh hell, forget the will.  How about an endowment?
(Laughter)
One other guy I want to talk about.  I’ve known Al Smith for 

— I don’t know — twenty-five, thirty years.  Truth be told, he was 
a drinking buddy of one of my brothers.  My brother gave it up.
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(Laughter)
VOICE:  Such a lightweight.
GOVERNOR DANNEL MALLOY:  Saved his life.  Hasn’t 

saved his.
(Laughter)
Al, it’s great all that you’ve done for the City of New York in 

philanthropy and Catholic charities and keeping on the great tra-
dition of your family.

Al mentioned to me when we were in the other room that not 
only is he the Grand Marshal of the parade, which is perhaps over-
due, but he will have the high honor and privilege of carrying the 
top hat of Governor Al Smith.  Al Smith, his great-grandfather, 
died in 1944.  That hat has been preserved.  I know from history 
that Al Smith, the governor, had a big head, and I’m guessing that 
it may not fit on this Al, that hat.

(Laughter)
But he has done great things. 
Actually, let me say of Al Smith, who had a distinguished pub-

lic career, was Sheriff of Manhattan for a period of time, went to 
the legislature, served as chairman of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, was voted out, voted back in, became Speaker, was voted 
out, came back in as Speaker, eventually ran for governor, was 
elected governor, was unelected governor and came back three 
more times in a row, accomplishing great things and doing great 
things for people in this room, or at least our relatives in this room, 
as the first Catholic to have run for president of the United States 
in 1928:  he held up to the country a mirror, exposed a prejudice; 
did not win that election, but broke ground that allowed a subse-
quent generation to win that office; but more than that, he held up 
to America what was wrong with America, that we would hold 
religion against anyone, that we would deny an effective leader 
the possibility of being President of the United States because of 
their religion.

He went on to do great things even after failing to be elected 
President of the United States, including being responsible for the 
building of the Empire State Building, a building that was built in 
thirteen months under his direction.  In fact, ground was broken 
on that building on March 17th, and it was dedicated and the rib-
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bon cut a year later in May.  A remarkable feat.  I remind you of 
that feat because I am going to come back to make a point about 
who we are and what we are and what we should aspire to be as 
a nation.

But now let me tell you about the trepidation in which I came 
to New York today.  See, I did a little research about Connecticut 
citizens who have come to New York in the past, for the purposes 
of giving public service, that is.  So I did a little history.

I was most reminded, and most fearful I suspect, of a son of 
Connecticut, our state hero, born on June 6, 1755.  He died in 
New York on September 22, 1776.  He was born in Coventry, 
Connecticut.  He went to Yale as a fourteen-year-old in 1773, was 
graduated in four years, became a schoolteacher.  He was elected 
First Lieutenant in his militia company at the outset of the Revo-
lutionary War.  He didn’t give up his teaching position as a public 
servant right away to go to the siege of Boston, but rather fulfilled 
his contract teaching in New London.  

Upon completion of that assignment, he was inspired by a let-
ter from a classmate at Yale by the name of Tallmadge to join a 
special service and answer a special call.  That call was to come to 
New York to give public service.  He was rowed from Brooklyn to 
Manhattan across the Hudson River as Washington was abandon-
ing Brooklyn.  He spent some number of days in the southern por-
tion of Manhattan, Manhattan then being under siege, having lost 
half of its population, down from 25,000 to 13,000 people.  He 
was responsible to report to General Washington the movements 
of the British.  They liked Nathan Hale so much in New York, 
another Connecticut public servant, that they hung him.

(Laughter)
I am hoping to avoid that fate tonight.
(Laughter)
So let me say a few things about this Society.
You are known as the Friendly Sons.  I know.  I heard what’s 

going on between school and church and parish and borough.  But 
nonetheless, you are known as the Friendly Sons.  But in the ver-
biage of the day “friendly” meant charitable sons.  They were in-
terchangeable.  The word was chosen “friendly,” but really meant 
that you were an organization that was founded to do good, to take 
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care of those individuals who had fallen behind and could not care 
for themselves, to take care of children and widows, to raise mon-
ey up and to do great things in this recovering community after the 
Revolutionary War.

You have a great lineup of leaders, those early leaders that 
came together, not primarily Catholic — actually, at the time pri-
marily Presbyterian, although there were Catholics among them; 
and other religions, distant, far, mystic religions; Episcopalians 
were also represented.

Membership was limited to a hundred people at the time, later 
to grow to 500, and then to a greater number.

But from those humble beginnings — actually, I should tell 
you one other thing that I came across in the history of this orga-
nization.

Five of the members, five of the hundred members of this orga-
nization, were actually five of the fifteen who formed the Bank of 
New York with Mr. Hamilton before he received similar treatment 
to Hale, but he got it over in New Jersey.

(Laughter)
Out of this organization was also founded the Immigrant Sav-

ings Bank to allow in the 1840s the flow and exchange of funds 
back to Ireland to care for those who were left behind.

You’ve done mighty and great works.  I marvel at the impact 
that members of this organization have had throughout the years 
in New York, in our nation, and in our world.  

We represent a common philosophy, a common history, a com-
mon culture.  We brought it from one land and we gave it to this 
land, and raised up a great city, a great state, and a great nation.  

We built railroads and developed ports and dug the Erie Canal.  
We built libraries and universities.  As Irishmen, we did all of that 
because we were part of a people, part of a race of people, if I 
might add, who thought big, and because of their religious beliefs, 
thought not of the moment, not of today or even of tomorrow, but 
of the future, and the future not of one’s self but of one’s commu-
nity, one’s society, one’s family, one’s lineage, one’s nation.

We thought about the future.  It became part of our history and 
who we required our children to be.  We learned it in our church-
es, we learned it in our communities, and we built institutions of 
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higher learning that made sure that that would be passed down 
from generation to generation to generation.

You cannot separate the history of this nation from the Irish 
people.  In any war, in any conflict, in any movement, at its very 
core have been Irishmen who cared so greatly about what this na-
tion would be and fought so hard to make sure that it would not be 
something else if it was going down the wrong road.

We are a people who care about the future.  To this I say we 
have more missions and more work ahead of us.  

Right now we are debating in Washington — and this is not 
partisan — we are debating in Washington what we do to solve 
yesterday’s problems.  In fact, we are so tied up in it that we have 
forgotten the future. 

We need more Irishmen to be in that debate, or at least that 
debate to have a better Irish tone.  We need to be thinking of the 
future, not the past.  We need to be making investments in what 
we should be, as opposed to worrying about what we once were.

(Applause)
You know, I am troubled when I hear congressmen of both par-

ties and leaders of both parties take trips to China or Europe and 
marvel at the airports being built, at the highway systems being 
constructed, at the railroad systems being developed, at the bullet 
trains that one can avail themselves of in country after country 
after country.  And yet, they come back to this nation and say that 
we can’t do it.  I say that’s bull.

(Applause)
I say it’s bull because if we don’t do it, if we have lost our gusto 

for the future, if we fail to care about the next generations, then 
what will happen to this nation will be a replay of what has hap-
pened in other nations.  If we fail to invest in our future and care 
about our children and our grandchildren and our great-grandchil-
dren, then we will be destined to live the life not of the first-class 
people we are, not of the first-class nation that we fought to be-
come, but of some other place that we don’t recognize.

What it is time to do in this nation is to put our differences aside.  
Don’t forget about them.  Fight about them, talk about them, ne-
gotiate them, and yes, compromise them, because what we have 
to do is get this country back to work.  We’ve got to understand 
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that it is not good enough for us to benefit, to be Republicans or 
Democrats, or have to move from Democrat to Republican, and 
say that that’s enough.  What we have to care about is the future 
and who we are and what we are and what we have become and 
what we can be.

Now, I inherited a state just a few years ago that had the biggest 
per-capita deficit of any of the fifty states in the nation.  It was a 
job that I ran to and fought for and, some would say, was unlucky 
enough to win.  But I did it because I believe.  I believe the same 
thing that each and every one of you believes and that which we 
must argue for our children and our nation.

My mother, who passed away — and I mentioned this to the 
Mayor a little while ago — my mother, who passed away when 
I was just twenty-nine years old, raised me with those learning 
disabilities and physical disabilities that I was born with.  I was 
spastic as an infant.  I was thought mentally retarded as late as the 
fourth grade.  I was dismissed of any likely success in life because 
of those disabilities.  But my mother knew that they were simply 
temporary setbacks.  She raised me up to be someone different. 

My mother used to drive me to nursing homes.  Maybe some 
of this happened to some of you.  My mother used to drive me to 
nursing homes and tell me to get out of the car and go brighten 
someone’s day.  My mother made sure I went to church and partic-
ipated in Boy Scouts.  She made sure that I understood, as she said 
to me every single day that we shared this life together, “Dannel, 
you have an obligation to leave the world a better place for your 
having lived in it.” 

As her youngest son — and, believe it or not, in my family 
I’m the shy one and I became governor — that’s what I’ve tried 
to do.  Leaving Boston College, going to Brooklyn, trying those 
twenty-three felony cases and having convictions in twenty-four 
of them, was a down payment.

(Laughter)
I say that because he only talked about the felonies, which were 

the twenty-three.  I had a criminal court conviction as well.  That 
was a down payment.

Going back home and serving while I was practicing law on 
boards and commissions, that was another down payment.  Hav-
ing the high honor and privilege to serve as a mayor for fourteen 
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years was another down payment.  Running for governor once, 
unsuccessfully, was another down payment.  Taking this office for 
whatever period of time I have it for was the final down payment.

But I worry about our future.  I worry about whether we are 
capable of pushing our country that much further.

We frequently talk of those who fought in the Second World 
War as our best generation.  I prefer to think that the best genera-
tion is the one yet to be born.  

(Applause) 
I pledge to do everything in my power to make sure that this 

nation is ready for that challenge of a new generation, who will be 
competitive in a world economy, who will care about world peace, 
world hunger, world safety, and whether the American family sur-
vives as a unit as we know it.  These are things that I think about 
and ponder on a regular basis as I sit in a pew or sit behind a desk.  

These are the kinds of things that have been debated and talked 
about in the Friendly Sons in their annual meetings, in their anni-
versary meeting, and in their deliberations.  You are a great, great 
group of people.

Let us not forget our commonality and what we were raised to 
do.  And let us not forget that debt which we owe not just to the 
motherland, not just to Ireland, but to the great United States of 
America.

God bless you and have a great evening.
(Applause)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Thank you, Governor Malloy, for your 

excellent remarks.
Gentlemen, the 229th Anniversary Dinner of the Friendly Sons 

of Patrick is adjourned.  Safe home. 
(Adjourned:  9:50 p.m.)
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REGULAR STATED MEETING 

held at

The Princeton Club

New York, New York

May 6, 2013

The Regular Stated Meeting of the Society of the Friendly Sons 
of Saint Patrick in the City of New York, held on Monday May 6, 
2013, at The Princeton Club, 15 West 43rd Street, New York City, 
was called to order by the President of the Society, Mark B. Codd.

PRESIDENT MARK B. CODD:  Gentlemen, I call this meet-
ing to order.  Please take your seats.

Gentlemen, at this time, I call this meeting to order and ask our 
Glee Club to open the meeting with the singing of “The Hail of 
the Friendly Sons.”

 (“The Hail of the Friendly Sons” was performed by the Glee 
Club.)

PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, I think that was a particu-
larly fine rendition.  Congratulations.

At this point, I would ask Father Douglas Crawford to please 
approach and say for us grace.

(Grace was said by Father Douglas Crawford.)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, I feel compelled to apolo-

gize to Father Crawford.  At the last meeting, at this dais I intro-
duced him as being from Poughkeepsie, which made him apoplec-
tic.  I do apologize.  He is, in fact, from Brooklyn.  

Please take your seats and enjoy dinner.
(Dinner was served.)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, may I have your attention, 

please?
Gentlemen, prior to restarting our program, I want to take note 

of one particular item this evening.  When I arrived earlier at the 
cocktail hour, I had the great pleasure of meeting a gentleman 
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out at the front reception desk.  His name is John Moore.  John 
is standing right here in front of me.  John is both a Life Member 
of the Society and also, for 20 years, starting in 1949, John was a 
member of the Glee Club.  

John lives out on Long Island, the rough streets of Garden City.
It just so happens that this evening I have brought along several 

utterly fabulous items that I intend on passing out to the audience 
this evening, as is my custom at these meetings.  One of the items 
that I brought along intending to pass out happens to be — and 
some of the members will recognize this — a 1958 RCA Victor 
recording of the Glee Club’s concert at Webster Hall that year.  
Many of you, like I am, are history buffs and have a great many 
artifacts of the Friendly Sons.  As it turns out — again John joined 
the Glee Club in 1949 — John actually was one of the 65 mem-
bers of the Glee Club that was part of the recording of this album.  
In talking with John, I quickly determined by his fascination with 
this that he didn’t have a copy.  

If you’ll join me, let’s present this to John Moore.
(Applause)
Thank you, John.
I certainly hope that stands as a reminder to the five men sitting 

at the Glee Club table that we have great expectations of them 
joining in the singing tonight.  No pressure.

Gentlemen, let’s start the evening’s event.  I recognize for the 
purpose of reading the minutes of the January meeting our es-
teemed Secretary, John Coleman.  John, would you approach?

MR. JOHN A. COLEMAN:  Mr. President, I recommend that 
we accept the minutes into the record and dispense with the read-
ing of the minutes.

(A motion to accept the minutes was made and seconded.)
PRESIDENT CODD:  All those in favor.
(“Ayes”)
Opposed.
PARTICIPANT:  Read them!
PRESIDENT CODD:  The motion has, regrettably, passed yet 

again.
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I now recognize to present his report our Treasurer, Mr. Tom 
Sullivan.

MR. THOMAS H. SULLIVAN:  Thank you, Mr. President, 
fellow Friendly Sons:

This is my report for the Treasurer’s report for the period end-
ing April 30 of this year, going back to the cash on hand as of my 
last report at the meeting in January of $103,434.  Since that time, 
the total receipts have been $750,329.  That includes a $100,000 
transfer from the capital account to fund the Sandy relief grants 
that you gentlemen approved four months ago.

The disbursements for the same period for the normal opera-
tions of the Society and also the dinner came to $332,835.  Ad-
ditionally, the Society distributed $200,000 in annual gifts grants 
to the various charities selected by the Charity Committee — and 
thank you all for approving all those — and the $100,000 in Sandy 
grants, for a total of $632,835.

That leaves us with cash on hand in the general fund as of April 
30 of $229,928.

Our capital fund investments as of April 30, 2013 totaled 
$2,687,215.

Thank you very much.  If I may have a motion to approve.
(A motion was made and seconded.)
Approve?
(“Ayes”)
Thank you.
PRESIDENT CODD:  Thank you, Tom, for successfully keep-

ing the wolf from the door.
Gentlemen, it’s my sad duty to read the names of the members 

who have passed away since our last meeting.  They are:  Edward 
V. Ryan, Frank O. McNally, James F. O’Donnell, Sean P. Connol-
ly, Charles M. Grace, Raymond Hennebry, Carroll W. Hayes, and
William J. Murphy.

Committees will be appointed to prepare suitable memorials to 
be published in our yearbook.  If you know any of the deceased 
members, please contact our historian, Mick Doyle.

I ask you now to stand and observe a moment of silence.
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(There was a moment of silence.)
Thank you, gentlemen.  Please be seated again.
The gentlemen standing in the back, if you would care to take 

a seat, the Glee Club will be here for the rest of the evening.  You 
can grab a seat. 

We all must admit this is an absolutely fantastic problem to 
have — not at the expense of the men who had to eat in the other 
room, but for the Society itself — to have more people attending 
our dinner than we have seats.  Just as with our annual dinner be-
ing slightly larger this year, this is a good sign.  Gentlemen, thank 
you for bearing with us.

I now recognize the Chairman of the Admissions Committee, 
Ed Sweeney, for a rendering of that committee report.  Ed?

 MR. EDWARD SWEENEY:  Thank you, President Codd.  
Thank all of you tonight for a great showing here.

We met earlier this evening, the Admissions Committee, and 
we recommend to all of you members the election of the following 
individuals to active membership:  Timothy Ahern, Steven Baxter, 
Brendan Booker, Colin Burdick, Kenneth Caldwell, Michael Cof-
fey, Kevin Duffy, Lawrence Duffy, John Dunn, Brian Dunning, 
Michael Flanagan, John Heyer, John Imhoff, Jr., John Imhoff III, 
Brian Killeen, Jr., John Kimball, Neil Lane, John Loughlin, Shane 
Lavin, Vincent Levien, David Liston, Steve Madden, David Man-
nion, Mark McCarthy, Michael McInnis, Joseph McManus, An-
drew Malloy, Richard Montgomery, Edgar Moya, Christopher 
Murray, Edward O’Donnell, William Phelan, Raymond Potter, 
Monsignor Michael Reid, Richard J. Sulecki, Jr., Clifford Wil-
liams, James Horohan, Sean McDermott, Thomas Walsh, William 
Lindsay, Ronan Conboy, Daniel Markham, Luke A. McGrath.

A total of 43 names.  
Do I have a motion to accept these gentlemen into member-

ship?
(The motion was made and seconded.)
This committee also recommends that the following be trans-

ferred to Life:  John F. Cannon, Joseph T. English, George A. Da-
vidson, Thomas C. Quick.

Do I have a motion to accept?
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(The motion was made and seconded.)
The committee also recommends that the following be trans-

ferred to Veteran status:  Raymond A. Garraghan and Daniel P. 
Sheerin.

Do I have a motion?
(The motion was made and seconded.)
Welcome aboard, all.
We have one other announcement.  I’m sure Mark will touch 

upon it.  On July 29, we have our third annual golf outing, again at 
Deepdale.  Please contact Jackie.  The last two years have been a 
huge success.  We’d love to see everybody out there again.  

We are at 866 or 867, I think, out of our 1,000 active member-
ship.  I think we’re about a year away, if not sooner, from being 
at full complement.  Please get your friends involved, your family 
involved.  Let’s get to 1,000 members.  Everyone’s doing a great 
job.

Thank you very much.
(Applause)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Point of order, Ed.  When you men-

tioned that three men were being transferred to life, that was life 
membership, correct?  I just thought I should clarify that for the 
attendees this evening.

We normally would have a report from the Charity Committee, 
but there will be no report this evening, in lieu of a report at our 
next meeting.

It is now my duty to propose a Nominating Committee to 
recommend to the membership those to serve as officers of the 
Society, to be voted upon at the upcoming annual meeting in 
November.  As President, I hereby designate the following mem-
bers to serve on that Nominating Committee:  as Chairman, Tom 
O’Brien; as members, Bob Reilly, Steve Fearon, John Queenan, 
Victor Ziminsky, Al Smith, and Ray Teatum.

All in favor?
(“Ayes”)
Opposed?
(No response)
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The committee will report their nominations to the member-
ship in writing prior to the November meeting.

Additionally, gentlemen, there are some upcoming and excit-
ing events planned, all to be advertised or already advertised on 
the Web site.  Yes, that would mean you need a computer to deter-
mine this information, and I encourage you to do so.

The Society is organizing a trip to the Great Hunger Museum 
at Quinnipiac University, Hamden, Connecticut, with a private 
tour at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, June 9.  There will be a reception 
and luncheon thereafter.  Please check the Society’s Web site and 
your email for more information.

Most importantly — and I can’t emphasize this enough, gen-
tlemen — our beloved Glee Club will celebrate 100 years of ex-
istence —

(Applause)
I think that’s extraordinary.  That will be with an anniversary 

concert to be held at 7:00 p.m. this coming Saturday, May 11, at 
the Church of the Epiphany, 375 Second Avenue.  All are wel-
come, including families.  I intend to be there.  I urge all of you to 
be there, because this is something that must be recognized, and 
recognized in great numbers.  Please join me this Saturday for this 
program.  Thank you.

At this point now, gentlemen, I would also like to make you 
aware of the fact that the Society is contemplating our first-ever 
Society-based trip to Ireland.  

Having said that, please also pay attention to the information 
that will appear on the Society’s Web site.  But just because I’m 
a guy that likes immediate feedback, let me see a show of hands.  
Who would be interested in such a trip to Ireland?  A show of 
hands.

(There was a show of hands.)
That is an excellent response.  I have to disappoint a few of 

you.  We will limit it to 50 people.  
The last of the special events that will be coming up will be 

sometime in early November.  Mutual of America, the scene of 
our last reception to display the Society’s historic artifacts, on 
Park Avenue, has again agreed to allow us the use of their fantas-
tic facility.  We’re going to team with an organization called the 
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Éiru Trust.  That’s a Dublin-based organization that has as its pur-
pose and goal the repatriation and restoration of Irish illuminated 
manuscripts, most of which, regrettably, don't reside in Ireland 
anymore.

We will probably be getting you information on that event.  It 
will be hosted by Mutual of America.  We will underwrite.  Again, 
in order to be aware of this and in order to register, one would 
have to visit the Society’s Web site.

Frankly, you may be resisting us on Web site access.  You may-
be don't have a computer.  But this is, generally speaking, the way 
the society is going to be communicating.  If you don't have a 
computer, borrow somebody else’s.

That, gentlemen, concludes my remarks about some of the up-
coming events.  As you can see, we are becoming much more of 
an activist-type Society, trying to engage the members in mean-
ingful events.  Again, we urge you to participate.

At this point, it’s my delight to introduce Past President Bob 
Reilly, who will now introduce our speaker for the evening, Mr. 
John V. Connorton, Jr.

MR. ROBERT J. REILLY:  Thank you, President Codd, for the 
privilege of introducing our speaker this evening.

In some respects there should be little need to introduce John 
Connorton, since he is a Life Member of the Society, and has been 
a member for over 40 years.  But he has never sought recognition 
or privilege.

John is also the proud son of a Life Member, the late Dr. John 
V. Connorton, Sr., who was a Deputy Mayor of New York during 
the Wagner administration, and who had served as the head of the 
Greater New York Hospital Association.  

His Irish roots are most illustrious, deep, and abiding and in-
clude four sets of grandparents that all hailed from storied parts of 
the Emerald Isle:  the Guerins from Listowel, County Kerry; the 
O’Briens from Bantry, County Cork; the Durkins from Swinford, 
County Mayo; and the Connortons from Elphin, County Roscom-
mon.

John is a graduate of Xavier High School and the College of 
the Holy Cross in Worcester, Massachusetts.  He served in the 
U.S. Navy as a lieutenant on the USS Vancouver, where he was 
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the communications officer and a qualified officer of the deck, and 
made two deployments to Vietnam, and later earned his law de-
gree at Fordham Law School.  Early in his career, in the 1970s, he 
served as Assistant Counsel to the Governor of New York, during 
which time he participated in the creation of legislation rescuing 
the New York Urban Development Corporation, and ultimately 
the City of New York itself, from insolvency.  

For the past many years he has been a partner at the Wall Street 
law firm of Hawkins, Delafield & Wood, where he specializes in 
the law of public finance and has helped piece together  financing 
totaling in the tens of billions of dollars  for capital construction 
projects throughout the United States.

Although he has a remarkable professional career in financ-
ing the building of the roads, facilities, and infrastructure of the 
Nation, it is his extraordinary efforts as a private citizen to build 
bridges of understanding and reconciliation in Northern Ireland 
that stand as a most enduring and worthy achievement.

Using only his personal integrity, his sense of fairness and of 
the right, his desire to assist in the process for peace in the land of 
his forbears, and his willingness to take the first step in bringing 
people of good will together, for years, and then for decades, he 
would arrange private meetings for leaders of both communities 
in Northern Ireland to present themselves and their case to audi-
ences of business and community leaders in New York.  He pro-
vided honest and open-minded opportunities for these leaders to 
be heard by people who cared about the situation in Ireland.   

He introduced those from both communities who had good 
ideas for business or governance or investment to meet with pos-
sible investors or government officials in New York.  

He did this at a time when unemployment in Northern Ireland 
was high, when resources were scarce, when hope was low, and 
when tourism and investment were nonexistent; at a time when no 
one else was opening their door.  

He built trust across all communities in Ireland because his 
only interest was to bring peace and reconciliation to what had 
become a terror-savaged land.

When the peace accords were signed 15 years ago, the people 
of Northern Ireland did not forget this very special friend that they 
had in New York.  The University of Ulster, which had always 
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been open to members of both traditions, conferred upon him their 
highest tribute, an honorary doctor of laws degree, to publicly 
confirm the respect that he held in that community.

The Queen of England, Elizabeth II, awarded him an honorary 
Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire, an 
almost unheard-of honor to be presented to a private American cit-
izen, in recognition of his services for peace and reconciliation in 
Northern Ireland.  This is the same honor that she conferred upon 
Senator George Mitchell, the official representative of the United 
States government, who negotiated these peace accords.

On March 17, 2004, when John Hume, the corecipient of the 
Nobel Peace Prize, was our speaker at our Anniversary Dinner, 
Mr. Hume told me that the main reason that he came to speak to us 
was out of respect and admiration for John Connorton.

Gentlemen, you should count yourself fortunate to share mem-
bership in a Society with a man such as this.  

It is my high honor to present our speaker, our fellow member, 
John V. Connorton, Jr.

(Applause)
MR. JOHN V. CONNORTON, JR.:  Thank you very much.  

Bob Reilly, thank you for that very generous introduction.
I have to tell each and every one of you that you are now all ex-

cused from my funeral.  That was a wonderful introduction.  I’m 
happy I was here to hear it.

Bob, thanks also for the splendid service and leadership that 
you have provided this Society, as well as Fordham University, 
over so many years.  

(Applause)
Together with Jesuit presidents Joseph McShane and Joseph 

O’Hare and Law School dean John Feerick, you have personally 
helped inspire a generation of Fordham students to play a signifi-
cant and meaningful role in the Irish peace process.

So thank you, my friend, for that most generous introduction.
Before I go on, I know there are so many veterans in this audi-

ence.  What this veteran wants to do is to thank the men in uniform, 
in service.  I am pleased that two great friends of mine, members 
of the council and Military Fellows, Captain Peter Garvin — Pe-
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ter, would you stand up? — and Captain (inaudible) —
(Applause)
— U.S. Coast Guard.  We thank you for your service on behalf 

of a grateful nation.
Wasn’t that a wonderful dinner this past March that Mark Todd 

gave us?  How about a very special round of applause for Mark 
and for the Board of Stewards?

(Applause)
My job tonight is to start this speech and end the speech with 

the same table number I had this year, within striking distance of 
the men’s room.  Can we hear it one more time for the Board of 
Stewards?

(Applause)
By the way, I hope you all noticed that very soon after Mark 

Todd named Cardinal Dolan as his speaker for the annual din-
ner, the Cardinal started being prominently mentioned as a pope.  
Frankly, Mark will do almost anything to promote ticket sales to 
the annual dinner.

You may also recall that some of the cognoscenti were pontif-
icating that our Cardinal was too young, too American, and just 
not ready to be pope at this time.  I, for one, was shocked by these 
observations, because only a year ago, I heard then-Archbishop 
Dolan give the finest explanation of the doctrine of papal infal-
libility that I have ever heard.  Asked by a reporter when he first 
came to New York whether he was of Irish descent, Archbishop 
Dolan said, “Yes, and I am darned proud of it.”

The reporter then asked, “And you follow 11 archbishops of 
Irish heritage, right?”

“Yes, you bet I do,” said Dolan.
The reporter then asked, “Why in the world would the Pope 

appoint another Irishman as Archbishop of New York?”
“Why?  Because he’s infallible.”  (Laughter)
 Gentlemen, how can we not admire such a wise and scholarly 

man?  He certainly sounds ready for primetime to me.
In the end, however, the papal conclave produced an excellent 

result.  Cardinal Dolan returned to an admiring New York, and a 
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very good man was elevated to St. Peter’s Chair.
As a product of Jesuit schools, I was particularly pleased by the 

selection of our new Pope, noted for his humble demeanor.  I re-
cently overheard a conversation between an Irish Christian broth-
er and a Dominican, chatting about our new Pope’s very special 
qualities.

“Such a humble man.  How unusual for a Jesuit.”
“A Jesuit pope?  How unprecedented.”
“A humble Jesuit pope?  Well, holy white smoke, isn’t that a 

miracle?”  (Laughter) 
Speaking of miracles — at least minor ones — I have been 

attending this annual dinner since I was 14.  My first dinner was 
in the Astor Hotel.  Periodically over the intervening decades, I 
would inquire hopefully whether and when I might ever be con-
sidered for a speaking role at a Friendly Sons function, however 
small.  After all, in the words of the poet Robert Browning, “a 
man’s reach should exceed his grasp, Or what’s the heaven for?”

Frankly, the reactions of various past presidents ranged from 
guffaws to “the twelfth of never.”  One past president simply told 
me a story he considered relevant about a Spanish diplomat and 
an Irish diplomat.  The Irish diplomat asked the Spanish diplomat 
what the word mañana really meant.  

“Oh,” said the Spaniard, mañana means ‘tomorrow, soon.’  
Eventually it’s going to happen, whenever.”

Then the Spaniard asked the Irishman whether there was any 
word in Irish comparable to mañana.  

“Oh, no,” said the Irishman, “we have no word in Irish convey-
ing quite the same sense of urgency.”  (Laughter) 

In any event, here I am, decades later, finally speaking to a 
Friendly Sons audience, living proof of the adage “Never say nev-
er.”  I certainly hope I’m an inspiration to those new members 
tonight.  Your time will come sometime in the next 40 years.

The Board of Stewards suggested that I take about five or six 
minutes tonight.  Bob Reilly said I could take 10 or 12.  I have a 
special note from the late Senator Moynihan, who said I should 
take as long as I damn well please and don't leave anything out.

“Don't leave anything out,” of course, is a very difficult chal-
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lenge when discussing The Troubles and the complexities of the 
ongoing peace and reconciliation process.  I approached my topic 
with some trepidation, mindful of some Northern Ireland wisdom:  
Whatever you say, say nothing when you talk about you-know-
what, because who-knows-who will hear you, which, of course, is 
a variation on, “Never write what you can say and never say what 
you can wink.”  I hope those of you in the back of the room can 
see me winking and blinking for the next ten minutes.

Since this is the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick and not a Sons 
of Italy dinner, I’m going to presume some basic familiarity with 
the island of Ireland, such as its location on a map, who wears 
the green and who the orange, and such 20th-century events as the 
Easter Rising, the War of Independence, partition in 1922, and the 
modern-day Troubles commencing in the late 1960s.

Those Troubles brought murder, mayhem, destruction, and oc-
cupation to many parts of Ireland.  “With their tanks and their 
guns, my God, what have they done to the town I loved so well?”

Between 1969 and 2001, over 3,500 people were killed as a 
result of the conflict.  Many multiples of that were wounded, vic-
timized, and traumatized.  During the darkest days of the trouble, 
a despairing Jesuit once said, “The only hope for Northern Ireland 
is that it be converted to Christianity.”

Sean O’Casey’s powerful play Juno and the Paycock captures 
the suffering and passions of bereaved family members, the living 
victims of conflict:  “Sacred Heart of Jesus, take away our hearts 
of stone and give us hearts of flesh.  Take away this murdering 
hate and give us thine own eternal love.”

But out of the chaos, darkness, and despair came light and 
leadership, courage and commitment.  Hope eventually prevailed 
against history, through the determined, courageous efforts of men 
and women from both communities, Catholic and Protestants, and 
both traditions, nationalist and Unionist, as well as the diplomatic 
efforts of the Irish, British, and U.S. governments, and the tremen-
dous support of Irish America.  Members of our Society, such as 
the great Bill Flynn, Tom Moran, Ed Kenney, Bill Barry, Brian 
O’Dwyer, Kevin Cahill, and various members of the Hugh Carey 
clan, made countless trips to Ireland throughout The Troubles urg-
ing peace and reconciliation.

Time does not permit a reflection on the turbulent years leading 
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up to the signing of the 1998 Good Friday Agreement in Belfast.  
But its antecedents lie in the 1993 Downing Street Declaration.  
That declaration introduced the principle that the people of the 
island of Ireland, north and south, had the exclusive right to solve 
the issues between north and south by mutual consent, and also 
stated that the British government had “no selfish, strategic, or 
economic interest in Northern Ireland.”

The Hume-Adams Initiative in 1994 was the catalyst for ulti-
mately bringing all paramilitaries in from the cold and taking the 
gun out of politics.  Both John Hume and Gerry Adams displayed 
great personal, political, and physical courage when it was most 
in need.  I cannot praise both enough, nor the Irish, British, and 
American leaders and supporters who facilitated their dialogue, 
which led to the Good Friday Agreement.  

In this state, Congressman Peter King also deserves special 
recognition.  

What is the Good Friday Agreement?  Simply stated, the Good 
Friday Agreement is a power-sharing agreement which provides 
that the future of Ireland would be based on the principle of con-
sent of its people, meaning all parties agree to use exclusively 
democratic and peaceful means of resolving differences.

The present constitutional status of Northern Ireland as a part 
of the United Kingdom and Northern Ireland’s devolved system 
of government are based on the agreement.  It is very important to 
remember that this was approved by 71 percent of the people of 
Northern Ireland in a referendum and 94 percent in the Republic.

Where are we now?  The Good Friday Agreement has brought 
peace and political stability to Northern Ireland after years of bit-
ter violence.  Yogi Berra was right:  The future ain’t what it used 
to be.  Today Northern Ireland is a much better, safer, and more 
vibrant place than it was in 1998 for previous generations.  It has a 
bright future.  Ireland has rightly achieved the reputation of global 
leadership in the field of peacemaking.

Gerry Adams said that the power-sharing structures have en-
sured the checks and balances necessary to prevent political abus-
es and discrimination of the past.  The agreement has secured re-
markable progress in the area of policing, justice, demilitarization 
and arms, discrimination and sectarianism, equality, human rights, 
and the Irish language.
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Think of it.  Peter Robinson, a founding member, with Ian 
Paisley, of the Democratic Unionist Party, the DUP, is now First 
Minister of the Northern Ireland Executive, along with Deputy 
First Minister Martin McGuiness, a former senior leader of the 
Provisional IRA — a real example of power sharing.

As Nelson Mandela once said to Martin McGuiness, you don’t 
make peace with your friends; you make peace with your enemies.  
Think of it, Martin McGuiness shaking hands with the Queen and 
the Queen with Martin McGuiness.  I personally watched, both 
in New York and in Belfast, unimaginable chemistry between Ian 
Paisley and Martin McGuiness, which led the media to call them 
for a time “the Chuckles Brothers.”

The failures of local leaders, however, to tackle sectarianism, 
promote integration between Catholic and Protestant commu-
nities, and adequately address the legacy of the past are signifi-
cant lingering problems and festering sores.  There are, I’m sad 
to report, more peace walls — huge physical barriers separating 
communities — in Belfast today than when the Good Friday 
Agreement was signed.  Northern Ireland has found peace, but 
reconciliation and tranquility in a shared society remains a very 
elusive goal.

Noting that April 11 of this year also marked the 50th anniver-
sary of Pope John XXIII’s encyclical Pacem in Terris, the Catho-
lic Bishops Council said both anniversaries underline the crucial 
role of human rights in ending violent conflict.

The 18th-century poem, “Come, Send Round the Wine,” by Ire-
land’s greatest poet, Thomas Moore, offers additional insight, as 
well, into religious conflict:

Shall I ask the brave soldier who fights by my side
In the cause of mankind, if our creeds agree?
Shall I give up the friend I have valued and tried,
If he kneel not before the same altar with me?
Once again this past year, contentious issues of national and 

cultural identity exacerbated tensions.  Bitter disputes over mea-
sures to restrict the flying of the Union Jack flag over Belfast City 
Hall erupted into street riots in certain Unionist neighborhoods, 
and celebrations in certain Republican neighborhoods at the death 
of Margaret Thatcher inflamed many Unionists. 
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Divisions survive and thrive.  They are exploited by a small 
minority opposed to the peace process, as well as criminal ele-
ments.  Death threats are, regrettably, still in the air.  

It is a reluctant, imperfect peace, but it is a peace nonetheless.  
It will hold and last.  But it does require considerable attention, 
hard work, and nourishment.  Complacency is an enemy of the 
hard-won peace.  Despite horrific attempts to derail it, such as the 
Omagh bomb, which killed 29 people five years after the signing 
of the agreement, the process has survived.  Peace and its divi-
dends are already deeply embedded in the hearts and minds of a 
great majority of the people of the north of Ireland.  There is no 
going back.

Each one of us in this room has reasons of heritage, history, 
and humanity to be interested in the Irish peace and reconciliation 
process.  Permit me to offer a few of my own.

Yes, all four of my grandparents came from Ireland, and my fa-
ther’s doctoral thesis at Fordham on monasticism led him to share 
with his six children his belief that Irish monks, in fact, saved 
civilization, long before Thomas Cahill’s excellent book on the 
subject.  However, it was as a young naval officer riding home 
from Da Nang, Vietnam, in 1969, on an Air Force cargo plane, 
that the seeds of my journey were first planted.

During the 18-hour ride home, my knees were touching nine 
coffins.  Nine of us came home alive and nine of us came home 
dead - the randomness of fate, which I have never forgotten.  I 
believed there had to be a better and different way.

As a result, Nobel laureate John Hume’s strong belief that it 
was better to live for Ireland than to die for Ireland held strong 
attraction for me.  Equally so was his philosophy of nonviolence 
and civil disobedience, which was heavily influenced by his hero, 
Martin Luther King.  I have stayed in John’s home.  He has two 
pictures on his wall:  Martin Luther King and John Kennedy.  I 
myself marched on Washington, D.C., with Martin Luther King 
in 1963 as a young Holy Cross student.  To this day, I remain 
personally very comfortable with the Hume path to an agreed Ire-
land, which I have followed.  The spirit of reconciliation, howev-
er, encourages me and countless other Hume disciples to pass no 
judgment today on those who chose different paths.

 This leads to my second reflection.  In the earliest days of 
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the peace process, I remember the extreme skepticism here and 
abroad about the likelihood of the Provisional IRA and its political 
wing, Sinn Féin, keeping their promises about decommissioning 
weapons and renouncing violence.  Despite some bumps along 
the road, to the everlasting credit of Gerry Adams and Martin 
McGuiness, both promises were, in fact, kept.  Their courageous 
leadership has helped make the peace possible.  

Unfortunately, their reward in some quarters has been abuse 
and threats from dissidents and criminal elements.  Irish America 
must continue to stand strongly behind them to preserve the peace.

But just as Adams and McGuiness deserve great credit, so do 
a number of Unionist and Loyalist leaders who support the Good 
Friday Agreement and the institutions created against hard-line 
naysayers and rejectionists in their own community.

The underlying ethos of the agreement is parity of esteem, mu-
tual respect, and equality.  That, however, is a two-way street, and 
we in Irish America need to remember that when we are dealing 
with the Unionist community.

During these days of dysfunctional government in Washington, 
there is one aspect of the peace process that receives much too 
little attention.  Presidents Clinton, Bush, and Obama, together 
with the Congress, have conducted a largely bipartisan foreign 
policy in their approach to the Irish peace and reconciliation pro-
cess.  While President Clinton rightly gets and deserves enormous 
credit for his role in the Irish peace process, together with his spe-
cial envoy George Mitchell, I can personally attest, as a lifelong 
Democrat, to the very constructive bipartisan supportive approach 
to the peace process that President George W. Bush took through 
his special envoys, Ambassadors Richard Haass, Mitchell Reiss, 
and Paula Dobriansky.  This country needs more of that bipartisan 
cooperation.

Looking back on almost 30 years of involvement with the af-
fairs of Northern Ireland, I find myself in total agreement with 
George Mitchell, when he said, “I am an American and I am 
proud, but a large part of my heart and emotion will always be in 
Northern Ireland and with the people there.”

How can you in this room and others help the ongoing peace 
and reconciliation process?  Perhaps St. Augustine will inspire:  
“Pray as if all depended upon God and work as if all depended 
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upon self.”
My words tonight will be quickly forgotten, but perhaps when 

you are at Sunday mass sometime and hear the beautiful ancient 
Irish hymns, “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” or “Be Thou 
My Vision,” you will be reminded to sing a special prayer to the 
Lamb of God for peace and reconciliation on the island of Ireland.

God bless Ireland and God bless the United States of America.
(Applause) 
PRESIDENT CODD:  John, let’s take a few questions.  Are 

there any questions?
(No response)
John, thank you very much.  We appreciate that wonderful ad-

dress.
Now, gentlemen, we are going to turn the program over to the 

Glee Club.  I would ask only this.  If you are staying, move up 
front.  There are seats free at the front of the room.  If you are 
leaving, if you have a train to catch, please exit quietly.

Again, there are spaces up front, gentlemen, if we could all 
move up front and sit down.

I’m going to turn it over to Kevin Faughey.
MR. KEVIN J. FAUGHEY:  This evening’s program will be 

a little shortened from our original plan.  The Glee Club will be 
singing “How Are Things in Glocca Morra?”  Then they will sing 
“Somewhere” from West Side Story.  We will then have a soloist, 
Kevin Peters, singing “Believe Me, if All Those Endearing Young 
Charms.”  Then we’re going to end the program by singing “The 
Lost Chord,” which is our tradition every year when we end up 
our year.

We’re going to start now by singing “How Are Things in Gloc-
ca Morra?”

(Glee Club performance)
(Applause)
MR. KEVIN FAUGHEY:  We’re going to end our program 

now by singing “The Lost Chord,” by Arthur Sullivan.  As I men-
tioned before, it’s the Glee Club’s tradition every year.  When we 
end the season, we always sing “The Lost Chord.”  We hope you 
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particularly like this.  I’m sure most of you have heard it before.
(Glee Club singing of “The Lost Chord”)
(Applause)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, thank you.  You sounded 

fantastic this evening.
Gentlemen, please rise.  It’s now time for National Anthem.
(Singing of the National Anthem)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, thank you for your support.  

John, thank you again for your address.  I will now entertain a 
motion for adjournment.

(Meeting adjourned:  9:12 p.m.) 
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REGULAR STATED MEETING 

held at

The Princeton Club

New York, New York

November 18, 2013

The Regular Stated Meeting of the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of Saint Patrick in the City of New York, held on Monday 
November 18, 2013, at The Princeton Club, 15 West 43rd Street, 
New York City, was called to order by the President of the Society, 
Mark B. Codd.

PRESIDENT MARK B. CODD:  Gentlemen, I call this meet-
ing to order and ask our Glee Club to open the meeting with the 
singing of “The Hail of the Friendly Sons.”

 (“The Hail of the Friendly Sons” was performed by the Glee 
Club.)

PRESIDENT CODD:  Thank you, gentlemen.  
I now call upon Father Mark O’Connell to say grace.
(Grace was said by Father Mark O’Connell.)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Thank you, Father.  Would you wait 

here just one moment, please?
Father O’Connell has done the duty of saying grace for sev-

eral years now.  As a measure of my appreciation for his support 
during my term as President, I’d like to present him with After 
Black Coffee, a collection of the speeches by probably the greatest 
speech giver in the history of the Friendly Sons, Father Robert 
Gannon, S.J., of Fordham University.  Father, please accept this.

Father, I’m told you’re somewhat of a voracious reader.  Is that 
true?

FATHER MARK O’CONNELL:  I enjoy it.
PRESIDENT CODD:  Then it’s only fair to give you the sec-

ond volume, After More Black Coffee.  
Please be seated.  We will convene after dinner.
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 (Dinner was served.)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, may I have your attention, 

please?
You may remember that this last year we had an extraordinary 

event take place, and that was the 100th anniversary concert — 
gentlemen, let me repeat myself.  You may recall earlier this year 
we had an extraordinary event in the history of the Friendly Sons 
take place, that of the 100th anniversary concert of the Glee Club 
of the Friendly Sons, May 11, 2013.  It was an absolutely delight-
ful evening.  A significant number of members were in attendance.  
Of course, the Glee Club families were also there.  It was really an 
exceptional evening.

Perhaps the worst-kept secret in the Society is my undying ad-
miration for the Glee Club.  I was at that concert.  As a result, I 
would like to make a number of presentations to important people 
in the Glee Club, if you’ll permit me.

During the past year, I’ve become somewhat of a devotee of 
eBay auctions, haunting that site for anything dealing with the 
Friendly Sons.  You may recall that at prior meetings I’ve present-
ed copies of the Glee Club’s 1958 recording of their concert at 
Webster Hall in New York City.  I’ve been able to secure a few of 
these from eBay, and I’d like at this point to make presentations to 
the following Glee Club members.

I’d like to present one to James Keaney, a 35-year member of 
the Glee Club, also the President.

(Applause)
I’d like to present one to Owen Flynn, a 35-year member of the 

Glee Club.
(Applause)
I’d like to present one to Edward Donnellan, who was respon-

sible for the printing and publication of this extraordinary bro-
chure.  Bob Reilly and I took several extra copies at the concert.  
I know Bob intends on financing his children’s college education 
through resale of it.  Frankly, given the price of items on eBay, I 
think he stands a good chance of doing that.

I’d also like to present one to James O’Farrell, a 40-year mem-
ber of the Glee Club.
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(Applause)
Gentlemen, the last of these that I’d like to present to a mem-

ber of the Glee Club is the oldest person I know, Jerry Lenahan 
(phonetic).

(Applause)
Just for your information, Jerry has been a member since 1965.
Let me give these to Kevin Faughey.  Kevin, please don't go far 

away, because besides being a devotee of eBay, I’ve also become 
a devotee of Abe Books Web site.  I don't know if any of you know 
that, but it’s also an antiquarian bookseller.

Kevin, for your efforts, extraordinary as they have been, I’d 
like to present to you a copy of the biography of Victor Herbert, of 
course absolutely legendary in terms of the history and existence 
of our Glee Club.  

(Applause)
Gentlemen, at this point, I would like to recognize the Secre-

tary of our Society, Mr. John Coleman, for the express purpose of 
reading in great detail the minutes of the May meeting.

MR. JOHN A. COLEMAN:  Mr. President, I recommend that 
we dispense with the reading of the minutes of the May meeting 
and that they be accepted into the record as presented.

PRESIDENT CODD:  Do I have a second?
(The motion was seconded.)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Extraordinary.  It has been my ambition 

that at one of the meetings I chair, I should hear the minutes of 
the preceding meeting.  I leave the presidency this evening disap-
pointed.  (Laughter)

Tom Sullivan, if you would please come forward and give the 
Treasurer’s report.

MR. THOMAS H. SULLIVAN:  Thank you, Mr. President, my 
fellow Friendly Sons.

The Treasurer’s report for the period ending October 31, 2013, 
is as follows.

In our general fund, the cash on hand as of my last report on 
May 1 of this year was $220,928.  Since that time, our receipts in 
the general fund have been $67,368, leaving us with total cash on 
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hand before disbursements of $288,296. 
Our disbursements during the same period came to $194,537, 

leaving us with cash on hand as of October 31, just passing, 
$93,759.

In our capital fund the market value of our investments as of 
October 31 is now $2,813,329.

Thank you very much.
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, on behalf of the member-

ship, I’d like to present Tom with a copy of The History of the 
Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, the Murphy history 
from the 1960s.

(Applause)
Gentlemen, do I have a motion to accept the report?
(A motion to accept the report was made and seconded.)
All those in favor.
(“Ayes”)
Opposed?
(No response)
Very good.  The motion is carried.
It is now my sad duty to read the names of the members who 

have passed away since our last meeting.  They are:  Gerald W. 
Lynch, Philip G. Leahy, John F. Hogan.

Committees will be appointed to prepare suitable memorials to 
be published in our yearbook.  If you know any of the deceased 
members, please contact our historian, Mick Doyle.

I might also point out, gentlemen, that we ought to remember 
at this time John F. Kennedy, whose 50th anniversary occurs this 
Friday.

I ask you now to stand and observe a moment of silence in 
memory of our deceased members.

(There was a moment of silence.)
Thank you, gentlemen.  Be seated.
Gentlemen, as encouraging as Tom Sullivan’s report has been, 

I would also like at this point to recognize another one of the com-
mittee chairmen, who, although he won’t be giving a report this 
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evening, has been an integral part of the successful report that 
Tom just read.  If Joe Geoghan would please step forward.

Joe is, of course, the chairman of our Finance Committee, and, 
in large part due to his efforts and his careful stewardship, the 
Society is in the financial shape that it’s in.  I’d like to present to 
you, Joe, a collection of The Wit and Wisdom of William Hughes 
Mulligan, the book known as “Mulligan’s Law.”

(Applause)
Gentlemen, at this point I now recognize Ed Sweeney, Chair-

man of the Admissions Committee, for a rendering of that com-
mittee report. 

 MR. EDWARD C. SWEENEY:  Thank you very much, Presi-
dent Codd, members of the Society.

The Admissions Committee met earlier this evening and rec-
ommends the election of the following individuals to active mem-
bership — about 36 new members.  I’ll read the names out as 
quickly as I can.

Joseph R. Cantwell, Lourde J. Constable, Spencer D. Consta-
ble, Thomas P. Doherty, William D. Dooley, Samuel A. Fairly, 
Nicholas Flaherty, Vincent F. Governara, Charles C. Graves II, 
Stephen A. Gregory, David G. Howe, Matthew A. Hughes, John 
S. Keating, Mark A. Kelly, William J. McCarthy, Sean A. Moyni-
han, Steven F. Napolitano, Kevin P. Norton, Ernest P. Rosato, Jr.,
John R. Sachs, Jr., Kevin P. Sullivan, Jr., Louis E. Brown, Muiris
O. Dore, Edward W. Brown, Thomas J. Browne, Peter M. Carlsen,
Brian M. Carlsen, Christopher R. Dunn, Robert C. Golden, Jr.,
Denis J. Kiely, Danny Noonan, Peter B. Patterson, Jr., Eugene
P. Trudden, Jr., Patrick A. Woods, Dennis E. McVeigh, James
Hughes.

Welcome, one and all.
(Applause)
The committee also recommends that the following member be 

transferred to Life:  John J. O’Connor.
(Applause)
Thank you very much.  Have a great evening.
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, do I have a motion to accept 

the report?
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(The motion was made and seconded.)
All those in favor.
(“Ayes”)
Opposed.
(No response)
Ed, I ask you to hold.  First of all, Ed, let me commend you 

for the expertise, style, and polish in pronouncing those names, 
some of them clearly of Mediterranean descent.  That was quite 
remarkable.

I would also like to present to Ed a copy of the Murphy History 
of the Society, again obtained by haunting antiquarian book sites.  
Ed, for all your great effort over these past years — six and a half 
years, I believe — congratulations and, on behalf of the member-
ship, thank you very, very much.

(Applause)
I’d ask that John Waldron, the Chairman of our Charity Com-

mittee, please step forward and give a report on the committee.
MR. JOHN C. WALDRON:  Good evening.
You may recall about a year ago — almost exactly a year ago 

— the Society approved a special grant of $100,000 to the victims 
of Superstorm Sandy.  The committee was able to identify six or-
ganizations that were ensuring that the money would get directly 
to the people who needed it, and we were able to distribute those 
checks by the middle of January.

In addition, we had a budget of $200,000 to distribute to or-
ganizations who requested grants for charitable organizations.  
There were 59 requests.  The committee recommended approval 
for 37 of those.  It is not a rubber-stamp committee.  Four new 
organizations were recognized.  We decreased amounts to three 
organizations and we actually eliminated two or three organiza-
tions as well.

At this time, I would like to request a motion for an additional 
$200,000 to be granted for the 2013-2014 year.  Our group will 
get together in the next couple of weeks to recognize the organi-
zations that have made requests this year.  A motion for $200,000 
for next year?

(The motion was made and seconded.)
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Opposed?
(No response)
Thank you very much.
PRESIDENT CODD:  In what now must appear as a custom to 

those of you here, let me present John with a copy of the Murphy 
History as well.  John, thank you very much.

(Applause)
Gentlemen, I have in my hand here a remarkable document.  It 

is, as I read, the 2006-2007 yearbook of the Society of the Friend-
ly Sons of St. Patrick in the City of New York.  Huzzah, I say, for 
the publication of this book.

The book wasn’t published easily or quickly and, in fact, is a 
few years overdue.  But because of the efforts of two men in par-
ticular — who, yes, I will recognize in the form of a presentation 
— the book has been published and will soon be followed by the 
publication of the 2008-2009 copy.

But at this point I would like to recognize Mick Doyle, our 
historian.  Mick, would you please approach?

Mick, on behalf of the membership, let me present you with 
your copy of the history of the Society.  Odd that a historian doesn’t 
have a copy of the history of the Friendly Sons, but I found that 
out through excellent detective work.  Last week I asked Mick if 
he had a copy of it, and I was shocked to find out he didn’t.  So 
now, by gosh, he does.

(Applause)
Gentlemen, the second individual who I think deserves a great 

deal of recognition, support, and appreciation is former President 
Bob Reilly.  Bob, would you please approach?

The problem in recognizing Bob Reilly is that I can’t give him 
a history of the Friendly Sons, because we all know Bob prob-
ably had a hand in preparing that.  But I did manage to find a 
book with a great deal of historic interest, and for a man of Bob’s 
background, that’s exactly what he wants.  It’s a copy of George 
Washington’s Association with the Irish, tracing Washington’s in-
teraction with Irish patriots and members of the Friendly Sons of 
St. Patrick in Philadelphia through the years.  It’s really quite a 
unique book.
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Bob, I give it to you with the best wishes of the Society and 
with many thanks for the help you provided me.

(Applause)
Gentlemen, the Board of Officers recently had a meeting, and 

among other items that we raised for discussion was one particu-
larly satisfying item.  I would like to bring it to your attention and 
move it forward in the form of a motion.  I’ll ask you to do that, 
of course.

Many of you attended this year’s annual dinner on the Feast.  
I think you, as well as I, were both surprised and moved by the 
tremendous performance of our speakers.  In particular, there was 
one speaker who I think dazzled the crowd.  Had he at that point 
announced his intention to run for mayor, as some of you suggest-
ed from the back of the hall, I think he would have been elected 
in a landslide.

In any case, I would like to discuss with you the fact that at 
the Board of Officers meeting a discussion occurred regarding the 
granting of a very special status to Commission Ray Kelly, that of 
honorary member.

(Applause)
I think it’s both fitting and right that we do this, because, ob-

viously, there’s a great deal of feeling for this man, who has done 
so much to protect and serve the city of New York and its citizens.

Gentlemen, I move before you the topic of an honorary mem-
bership for Police Commissioner Raymond W. Kelly.  Can I ask 
for a motion to be put on the floor?

(A motion was made.)
And could I ask for a unified response in seconding that?
(The motion was seconded.)
All those in favor.
(“Ayes”)
Anyone opposed?
(No response)
I thought not.  Gentlemen, thank you.  I think it’s both the right 

thing to do and appropriate. 
At this point, I think I’ve had all the committees that were 
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scheduled to make their reports.  In accordance with the Society’s 
bylaws, the annual election of officers is to take place at this meet-
ing, with all the attendant suspense and intrigue.  The report of the 
Nominating Committee, which was appointed at the May meeting 
and which was mailed to the membership together with the notice 
of this meeting, ought now to be heard.

The Nominating Committee Chairman, Tom O’Brien, was un-
able to be with us tonight.  I asked Bob Reilly, also a member of 
that same committee, to come up in his place and give the report 
of the Nominating Committee.

MR. ROBERT J. REILLY:  The report of the Nominating Com-
mittee to the members of the Society of the Friendly Sons of St. 
Patrick in the City of New York:  Under Article 3, Section 3 of the 
bylaws, we, the undersigned Nominating Committee elected at 
the stated meeting of the Society held on May 6, 2013, convened 
on May 29, 2013, and we nominated the following individuals to 
be voted for as officers of the Society for the ensuing year at the 
stated meeting to be held on November 18, 2013:

For Historian, Michael F. Doyle.
For Almoner, John J. Fitzsimons.
For Secretary, John A. Coleman III.
For Treasurer, Thomas H. Sullivan.
For Second Vice President, Kevin J. Rooney.
For First Vice President, Matthew T. McLaughlin.
For President, John C. Walton.
Respectfully submitted, Thomas M. O’Brien, Alfred E. Smith 

IV, Victor D. Ziminsky, Jr., Stephen Fearon, Raymond C. Teatum, 
John M. Queenan, and myself, Robert J. Reilly.

(Applause)
PRESIDENT CODD:  Thank you, Bob.
I ask a motion to accept the recommendations of the Nominat-

ing Committee.
(The motion was made and seconded.)
The Secretary is instructed to cast one ballot for the election of 

the members recommended.  So ordered.
Bob, if I could prevail upon you once again to escort Matt Mc-
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Laughlin and Kevin Rooney to the podium.  And, gentlemen, if 
you would bring the necessary hardware.

MR. ROBERT J. REILLY:  I present the candidates.
PRESIDENT CODD:  I ask Matt McLaughlin to present the 

Second Vice President’s Medal to Kevin Rooney.
(Applause)
Gentlemen, so that Kevin is not the first person to approach the 

podium without receiving something, let me present him with a 
copy of the album.

Jack, will you present the First Vice President’s Medal to Matt?
(Applause)
Likewise to Matt, a copy of the history.
Now, Jack, if you would come to the podium.  So that I may 

tomorrow call my insurance broker and cancel the rider on my 
home insurance policy covering this extraordinary medal — made 
of not Wexford gold, by the way, which I’ve been quoting since I 
took over the presidency, Wicklow gold (an honest mistake) — let 
me present this to Jack Walton with all the best wishes and good 
wishes for the future and his presidency.

(Applause)
MR. JOHN C. WALTON:  And, Mark, it’s my pleasure to pres-

ent you with the Past President’s Medal —
PRESIDENT CODD:  I’d take another copy of the history if 

you have it.
 MR. WALTON:  My copy of the history is well-worn for this 

presentation.
PRESIDENT CODD:  Now, gentlemen, before turning the po-

dium over to Jack, it must have been extremely tedious for you 
to sit here and see so many presentations to so many people.  But 
if you recall, earlier, we made a request for your business cards.  
That’s because the presentations haven’t ended.  Granted, we’ve 
given out a variety of items for men who have made great con-
tributions to this organization.  I propose now that we turn to a 
different form of presentation and recognize some of you in the 
audience for your loyal membership and for being here this eve-
ning with us.



157

If I could ask for the wine cooler filled with business cards.
I think the fair way to do this — we have at this point a copy 

of, yes, the history — no surprise there — and also of After Black 
Coffee, the collected speeches, many of which were given at the 
Friendly Sons.

Let me pick.  The first person up will obviously have a choice.  
The second person will take what’s left — and be equally gracious 
about it, I might add.

The winner:  Edmund Dowling, please step forward.
You have your choice.
MR. EDMUND DOWLING:  I’ll take After Black Coffee.
PRESIDENT CODD:  The next winner:  Austin Graham.
MR. AUSTIN GRAHAM:  Thank you very much.
PRESIDENT CODD:  Gentlemen, the clear, clear good will 

that giving away these books has generated causes me to say that 
even though we’ve run out of books that I acquired to give to you 
tonight, we seem to have an ample supply of additional books.  
Gentlemen, the next card that I pick will receive the 2005 Who’s 
Who in America.  (Laughter)

Gentlemen, my time has come, my time has gone.  Thank you 
for your support.

(Applause)
PRESIDENT JOHN C. WALTON:  Thank you very much, 

Mark.  Nobody could have a better mentor than Mark.  We have 
met many, many times in the past several years for lunch at his 
favorite Italian restaurant near Citicorp Center.  I will continue to 
rely upon his advice.

I’d like to thank Mark for the leadership and the great speakers 
he has had at our annual dinner, particularly our new honorary 
member, Police Commissioner Ray Kelly.  For those of you who 
don't require the pictures of Olga Ogneva, transcripts of Ray’s 
recent interview in a gentleman’s magazine will be available at 
the January meeting.

I’d also like to thank Mark for his unflagging support of the 
Glee Club for these many years.  He has attended many of our 
concerts, often with one of his daughters in tow, and his enthusi-
asm is deeply appreciated.
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Mark has in mind — I think he has mentioned this before — to 
coordinate a trip to Ireland in the spring of some year, perhaps 
2014.  I certainly will look forward to working with him on that.

I would note, Mark, in your retirement that Kevin Faughey has 
a seat for you in the second tenor section. 

I thank the Charities Committee for their strong leadership and 
outreach to the communities which suffered so badly during Hur-
ricane Sandy.  I’ve attended many of their meetings during my 
tenure as First and Second Vice President, and I really am im-
pressed with their due diligence.  It’s tough to say no, and it’s also 
sometimes a little bit daunting to ask your committee members 
to come forward with recommendations.  But I have the utmost 
respect for the Charities Committee under both its current chair 
and the prior chairman.

To remind us all, the primary purpose of the Society is that of a 
charitable society.  We’re not the form of charity that goes out and 
asks for bequests or has a development officer.  It’s noted in the 
yearbook, in every yearbook, the language by which a bequest can 
be made.  I would suggest that, if you don't know that language, 
you’re within spitting distance of an attorney who, for $600 an 
hour, will craft language for you.

I’d like to thank Ed Sweeney on the Admissions Committee.  
This is a very tough job, particularly with the damage that has 
been done to the financial community in 2008-2009.

Our Board of Stewards, under the leadership of Kevin Rooney, 
who is moving up to Second Vice President and has done a tre-
mendous job —

(Applause)
I had a great conversation with Jerry Crotty, who asked that his 

tenure on the Committee for Accounts — he’s spent enough time 
doing that.  I’m going to move somebody up to that position.  He 
has done a great job, as has my friend Joe Geoghan, whom I’ve 
gotten to know quite well over the past several years, both with 
the Friendly Sons and with the Catholic Foundation for Brooklyn 
and Queens.  I know they really steward our funds very well.

Lastly — and I hope I don't forget to mention anyone — cer-
tainly the officers of the Society, Treasurer Tom Sullivan, John 
Coleman, the Secretary, Mick, the Historian, our Almoner, John 
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Fitzsimons, who has also provided me with a lot of wisdom, and 
past officers of the Society — Ray Teatum, John Queenan, Brian 
Murphy, who I’ll hear from when the Charity Committee is meet-
ing, Tom O’Brien, John Fitzsimons — I had the great pleasure of 
sitting next to John’s father when I first joined the Glee Club, well 
over 30 years ago.

As my first official act as President, I would like to ask our for-
mer presidents here, President Bob Reilly and John FitzSimons, 
if they would prepare a testimonial to be delivered to him at our 
January meeting.

Thank you, Mark.
I just have a couple remarks to make.  I’m not really New York 

Irish, although I’ve lived here for 45 years.  I remember Sheriff 
Bart in Blazing Saddles saying, “To tell a family secret, my grand-
mother was really Dutch.”

The story of how the Waltons became Irish is not a pretty one.  
In fact, we were a band of illegal immigrants to the Emerald Isle 
who fled the Hanoverian regime in the 1700s.  Even before this 
time, we were in trouble.  The Medieval Internet database at Ford-
ham has a record of one Walton hiding cattle in his house to avoid 
the payment of duties on the livestock.  And I can say with cer-
tainty that we’re not related to William Walton, who is mentioned 
in the history of the Friendly Sons, as he was one of the wealthiest 
merchants and shipbuilders in pre-revolutionary New York.  He 
died childless.  Nor is the probability very high that we’re related 
to Jacob Walton, who is cited in the same history.  Jacob Walton, 
you may recall, was a prominent Tory merchant and legislator — 
Tory — who spent three weeks in a haystack and was deported 
to Connecticut by the leaders of the Connecticut militia.  In our 
brand of Irish, we’d rather fight than switch, but that has not prov-
en to be the most fruitful avenue over the past many years.

While some of my relatives claim that it was owing to religious 
persecution that they fled, my sainted great-aunt, Sister St. John 
of the Ursuline Order, viewed this as apocryphal whitewash.  She 
offered that they were likely involved in some form of thievery 
involving livestock and had fled for their lives to County Mayo in 
the mid-18th century.  She never had a high opinion of men.

On the other hand, some have opined that our ancestors may 
have been on the wrong side of the Jacobite wars a century earlier, 
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and Mayo was a haven for Catholics.  In Mayo, then, they kept 
their sheep and goats in saloons and probably did some soldiering.  

They were also equal-opportunity religionists, being members 
of the Roman or Irish church as the case demanded.  It is for this 
reason that Father Mark Massa of the Society of Jesus told my son 
when he took his course for American Catholic Studies that he 
was a member of the Protestant wing of the Catholic Party.

Well, the Waltons married into the Murray clan in Mayo and 
migrated into the States in the late 1800s.

If you have been to Mayo, you know there’s a fine Elizabe-
than city called Westport.  Some of the family are from this town, 
but a larger portion are probably from Achill Island, which is 30 
miles northeast of Westport.  Achill can be reached via a narrow 
causeway and is not famed for its tropical weather.  When we were 
there last August — my son and daughter-in-law — little girls 
were playing on the beach literally in wetsuits.  It was 52 degrees.  
Honest to God, it was the middle of August.

The Irish of Achill Island emigrated to America in search of 
a place where the weather was equally as miserable to what they 
had experienced in their homeland, so they continued to plod 
west through Pennsylvania to settle upon the Golconda and the 
Cuyahoga River, a river which burns just like in the Old Testa-
ment.

One of my high school classmates remarked to me that 80 to 
90 percent of the Irish immigrants arriving there from 1850 to 
1890 were from County Mayo and a large contingent from Achill 
Island.

Now, getting to the Friendly Sons, I was actually very surprised 
when Al Smith called me and asked me if I would consider being 
Second Vice President of the Society, for, despite living here for 
45 years, I don't have the fine Irish pedigree of the Crimmins, Far-
ley, Foley, Lynch, McDoon, Bishop Hughes, Barrett (phonetic), 
other members of this pantheon of great Irish notables.  I didn’t 
even know that you were supposed to spit at the mention of the 
name Cromwell.

I do, however, have a deep and abiding love of Irish music, 
which goes back to my youth, and I also worked with Joe Geoghan 
and the Finance Committee for a long time, and it is certainly not 
without precedent that a president of the Society might be musi-
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cally inclined.
It wasn’t just Victor Herbert, but Al Smith’s great-grandfather 

used to sing along with the Glee Club, and Joseph I. Clarke, who 
was the President of the Society in 1906, composed the song “The 
New Ireland.”

The minutes and activities of the Nominating Committee are 
supposed to be quite hush-hush.  I was further surprised when, a 
week after my discussion with Al, one friend, having heard the 
news via Irish telegraph, called and asked if I could help get his 
nephew into Fordham Law School.  A few days later, another 
asked if I could get his aunt into the Mary Manning Walsh Home.  
I gave both of them Ray Teatum’s phone number.  (Laughter)

Many of you know that Almoner John Fitzsimons and I orga-
nized the visit to the Great Hunger Museum in Quinnipiac this 
past spring.  I encourage those of you who haven’t been there to 
visit the museum in southern Connecticut.  We were hosted by 
President Lahey of Quinnipiac University, a Fordham graduate, 
who gave us a wonderful introduction and described the origins 
of the museum.  We Irish owe a debt of gratitude to the Lender 
family of bagel fame, who developed the idea for the museum and 
provided its initial funding.

Just a couple of things I would like to do in the upcoming two 
years.  We’ll poll the membership and see what extracurricular 
interest there is for a trip to Ireland in the spring of 2014 perhaps.  
Also, people have mentioned to me that they would like to do 
a golf outing to Ireland in 2015.  We want to do these things if 
they’re economically feasible.  If anybody is interested in par-
ticipating in that, please see me as a potential ad hoc committee 
member after the meeting.

Lastly, and in closing, many of you know that I’ve been very 
involved in promoting Catholic education in the Archdiocese of 
Newark and in Brooklyn and Queens and in my hometown of 
Cleveland.  I recall when I read After Black Coffee Father Robert 
I. Gannon writing about how the Irish love of education just per-
vaded the culture.  What is emblazoned in my mind is the image 
of Irish youngsters hidden behind the hedgerows learning their 
lessons and how, despite the fact that they were prohibited from 
education, they became the most learned, the most literate, and the 
most poetic of peoples.
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Most of you have read the book by Thomas Cahill, How the 
Irish Saved Civilization.  When I had lunch with Al Smith last 
week, he said to me, “Jack, it’s still a work in progress.”

Our Charities Committee has a lot to do, and we’re charged 
with moving the ball forward.

With respect to the Glee Club, I’ve sung with them since 1980.  
Jim Keaney and I joined at the same time.  Jim’s son joined re-
cently.  Ray Harley’s son — Ray’s baritone — joined in the past 
year.  My son Andrew joined three years ago.  So we’re getting up 
to a full complement.

The Glee Club was just the love of many presidents of the So-
ciety throughout the years.  I love the men who have sung with me 
for the past 33 years.

Thank you very much.
Now I’d like to introduce Kevin Faughey, with the musical 

program.
MR. KEVIN J. FAUGHEY:  Thank you, Jack.  We’re very 

honored that one of ours is now President of the Society.
This evening the Glee Club will be singing a selection of com-

positions by Irving Berlin.  Then they will sing the “Ave Verum” 
by Mozart.  We have a soloist, Kevin Peters, who will sing the 
“Four Green Fields” by Tommy Makem.  The Glee Club will then 
sing “Lydia, The Tattooed Lady” and we’ll end with “O’Donnell 
Aboo!”

I’d like to point out to you tonight that we have a guest pianist, 
Mr. Rudy Albert.  Rudy is filling in for David, who has been out 
sick for a number of weeks.

We hope you enjoy our program.
(Glee Club performance)
MR. FAUGHEY:  Now Kevin Peters will sing “Four Green 

Fields,” by Tommy Makem.
(Performance by Kevin Peters)
(Applause)
MR. FAUGHEY:  Very nice, Kevin.
Now the Glee Club will sing “Lydia, The Tattooed Lady.”
(Glee Club performance)
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(Applause)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Now, gentlemen, if you would please 

rise for the singing of our National Anthem.
(Singing of the National Anthem)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you, gentlemen.
(Meeting adjourned:  9:00 p.m.)
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he Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in 
the City of New York held its Regular Stated Meet-
ing on January 6, 2014 at the Princeton Club, 15 W 
43rd Street New York, NY, with the Society’s Presi-
dent, John C. Walton, presiding.  President Walton 
presented the speaker for the evening, Thomas D. 

Corrigan, a Cleveland attorney who is president of the Cleveland 
Public Library. He spoke on the topic of John Patrick “Johnny” 
Kilbane, the longest reigning holder of the featherweight boxing 
championship. 

The Society held its Two Hundred and Thirtieth Anniversary 
Dinner on March 17, 2014 in the Grand Ballroom of the Sheraton 
New York Hotel and Towers with one thousand three hundred and 
nine members and guests in attendance.  The ballroom was deco-
rated with the traditional  green wall hangings, a large illuminat-
ed replica of the membership medallion was positioned on one 
wall and the Society’s historic painting of its patron, Saint Patrick, 
was positioned above the dais and was flanked by the flags of the 
United States, Eire, the State of New York, the City of New York 
and the Vatican City state.  Carnations of green and white dec-
orated the tables and boutonnieres were provided for all guests.  
The President of the Society, former presidents, representatives of 
other ancient societies, speakers, and other distinguished guests 
were seated on the dais.

The Glee Club of the Friendly Sons, under the direction of 
Kevin Faughey, opened the festivities with the traditional singing 
of “The Hail of the Friendly Sons” and provided entertainment 
throughout the evening with songs by former president Victor 
Herbert.  President John C. Walton welcomed the members and 
their guests and introduced Timothy Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop 
of New York, who offered the Invocation. 

After dinner, President Walton offered a response to the first 
toast “To the President of the United States.” The President of 
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Quinnipiac University, Dr. John Lahey, responded to the toast “To 
the Day We Celebrate” and Cardinal Dolan responded to the toast 
“To the United States.”

At the Regular Stated Meeting held on May 5, 2014, at the 
Princeton Club, President John C. Walton introduced Baroness 
May Blood, who is the campaign chair of the Integrated Educa-
tion Fund in Northern Ireland, a position she has held since 2002. 

The Annual Meeting of the Society took place on November 
17, 2014 at the Princeton Club. After the election of officers, 
President John C. Walton introduced the Glee Club who rendered 
some songs for the Society’s entertainment. 
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REGULAR STATED MEETING 

held at

The Princeton Club

New York, New York

January 6, 2014

The Regular Stated Meeting of the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of Saint Patrick in the City of New York, held on Monday 
January 6, 2014, at The Princeton Club, 15 West 43rd Street, New 
York City, was called to order by the President of the Society, John 
C. Walton.

PRESIDENT JOHN C. WALTON:  Good evening, gentlemen.
This is the first time I’m addressing you at the beginning of the 
meeting as the President of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick.  I 
want to say indeed, again, how just in awe I am of you and this 
great Society — I’ve been singing with the Glee Club for over 
30 years.  It just makes me very happy.  Nothing would make my 
deceased father happier than to know that I’m addressing you here 
this evening.

I would like to call the meeting to order and ask Kevin to lead 
the Glee club in the singing of “The Hail of the Friendly Sons.”

 (The Hail of the Friendly Sons was performed by the Glee 
Club.)

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you very much, gentlemen of 
the Glee Club.

I would now ask Father Mark O’Connell please to come up and 
render grace.

(Grace was said by Father Mark O’Connell.)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, we will reconvene after 

dinner.  
(Dinner was served.)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, I heard that there’s a 

BCS football game this evening.  We are encouraged to start the 
meeting promptly.  Thank you all for your attendance.  I appreci-
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ate it.  I think another reason to get the meeting started is that it’s 
probably going down to about 8 degrees above 0 this evening, and 
we don't want to get too chilled on our ride home.

To begin, I’d like to recognize Secretary John Coleman for the 
purpose of reading the minutes of the November meeting.  John?

MR. JOHN A. COLEMAN, III:  Mr. President, I propose that 
we dispense with the reading of the minutes and that they be ac-
cepted into the record as prepared.

PRESIDENT WALTON:  May I have a motion to accept the 
minutes?

(A motion to accept the minutes was made and seconded.)
All in favor.
(“Ayes”)
Opposed.
(No response)
The motion is carried.
Now I’d like to recognize our Treasurer, Tom Sullivan, to ren-

der his report.
MR. THOMAS H. SULLIVAN:  Thank you, Mr. President, 

fellow Friendly Sons.
As reported to you at the conclusion of my last report at the 

November meeting, the cash on hand at that point was $93,759, 
so we begin with that for this evening’s report for the period of, 
essentially, November and December of 2013.

The receipts during that period came to $9,195, which is not 
unusual for those two months of the year.  They tend to be strag-
glers, as it were, in terms of income.  We, however, during the 
same period of time found the need to transfer from the income 
that has been accumulated over many prior years in the capital 
fund a sum of $150,000 into the general fund in order to help us 
meet our ongoing expenses, until our coffers are replenished with 
the dues and the dinner receipts for the current year.

It turns out that we, over quite a few years now, have been 
living off the largesse of the large attendance at prior years’ din-
ners.  During the last two years in particular, as you all know who 
attended the dinners, the attendance was down significantly.  We 
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had about 1460 participants in this past year in March and the year 
before as well.  It was almost the same number.  For two or three 
years before that, they were not much better.

We depend very much on those receipts and the part of them 
that is not consumed by the cost of the dinner and the other festivi-
ties of the evening for our ongoing expenses through the course of 
the year.  We have been sort of riding on the coattails, as it were, 
of our successes and the dinner attendance in prior years, but that 
has really come to an end at this point.  Thus we found the need 
to transfer money from our capital fund.  The monies transferred 
really came from income in that fund that had been accumulated 
and not going down in prior years.

So with that addition to the general fund, we had a total of 
$252,954 and, for the same period, disbursements of $74,693.  
That leaves us as of December 31, 2013 with cash on hand in the 
general fund of $178,261. 

A decent amount of that money has already been spoken for by 
the check that was issued, but not cashed, during the prior month 
for the yearbook that was published for the first time last fall in 
quite a number of years.  The cost of that is not inexpensive.  So 
of that $178,000, we hope to have enough to carry us through until 
the receipts build up once again.

The capital fund as of the close of 2013 came to $2,720,499.
Thank you very much.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you, Tom.
May I ask the floor for a motion to accept the Treasurer’s re-

port?
(A motion to accept the Treasurer’s report was made and sec-

onded.)
All in favor.
(“Ayes”)
It’s carried.
It is my sad duty to report the names of members who have 

passed away since our last meeting.  We have two:  Paul D. 
Collins and Raymond T. Donohue.  Committees will be appointed 
to prepare suitable memorials to be published in our yearbook.  
If you know any of the deceased, please contact our historian, 
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Michael Doyle, with information.
I would now ask you to please stand and observe a moment of 

silence for our deceased members.
(There was a moment of silence.)
Thank you.
I would like to now recognize Mr. John Waldron, Chairman of 

the Committee on Charity, to give his report.
MR. JOHN WALDRON:  Thanks.
Earlier today the Committee on Charity met to determine the 

organizations to receive grants for the 2013-2014 fiscal year.  As 
approved at the November annual meeting, up to $200,000 was 
available for distribution.  This year there were requests submit-
ted from 61 different organizations.  Sixteen were first-time or 
new submissions.  As a result of our meeting and discussions, 35 
grants were approved, totaling $195,000.  We are keeping $5,000 
in reserve at the current time.  Thirty-one of these organizations 
received grants last year.  Six organizations that did receive grants 
last year will not receive them this year.

When these checks are issued over the next few weeks, over 
the past 17 years for which we have records, and in accordance 
with the bylaws of the chapter of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick 
of the City of New York, we have distributed approximately $3 
million to approved charitable organizations.

Thank you.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you, John.  Certainly a lot of 

good work by a lot of people who have headed the Charities Com-
mittee.  I can vouch for the fact that the Charities Committee in-
vestigates the organizations that receive our funds and works very 
diligently.  Every charity that receives funds from the Friendly 
Sons of St. Patrick of the City of New York has a sponsor.  You as 
members are certainly encouraged to recommend charities to us, 
primarily those within the five boroughs of the City of New York, 
although we’ll make some exemptions to that rule.

May I ask for a motion to accept the charity report as rendered?
(A motion to accept the charity report was made and second-

ed.)
All in favor.
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(“Ayes”)
The motion is carried.
It’s now my great pleasure to introduce a friend of mine, Tom 

Corrigan.  We went to high school together, and at our reunion last 
summer, we were sitting around and having beers with another 
friend.  Now, this other friend — if you remember my remarks 
from the last meeting about my great-aunt Kathy, who was an Ur-
suline nun, she did not have a very high opinion of men.  Bill sec-
onded that opinion.  He was a student of hers at St. Anne’s School 
in Cleveland Heights.  On her deathbed she repented being mean 
to the children under her care.

Tom is a long-term friend of mine.  He’s a Cleveland lawyer.  
He is a public library leader, a political activist.  He is a graduate 
of the formerly struggling Jesuit university in Washington, D.C., 
the institution which only came to national prominence under the 
leadership of a Fordham man, Father Timothy Healy of the Soci-
ety of Jesus. (Applause)

His law degree is from Case Western Reserve Law School.  He 
has served on the Board of Trustees at Cleveland Public Library 
for more than 28 years and is currently president of the Board.  
He’s also vice president of the Irish-American Archives Society in 
Cleveland and a master of ceremonies for Cleveland’s Irish Good 
Fellowship Club.

Tom is a past member of the City Planning Commission, was 
chair of the Design and Review Commission.  He has been a 
Democratic nominee for Ohio senator in 1978 and a candidate for 
Common Pleas judge in 1994.

He and his spouse Diane have two daughters and a son.  His 
first law position was a clerk to Justice Tom Clark of the U.S. 
Supreme Court.  He has practiced law in Cleveland since 1977.  

He’s an active alumnus of our high school, St. Ignatius.  He 
was editor of the yearbook in high school, while I was president 
of the Radio Club.

Tom will speak to us this evening on the topic of John Patrick 
“Johnny” Kilbane.  The Kilbanes were as thick as flies on the west 
side of Cleveland.  Indeed, my father was great friends with the 
Kilbanes who were structural iron workers, of probably distant 
relationship to the subject of our address this evening.  
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As Tom will say, Kilbane was an amazing fighter.  He was the 
longest reigning holder of the featherweight championship, and 
the longest holder of any in a world championship.

Please welcome to the podium my friend, Tom Corrigan.
MR. THOMAS D. CORRIGAN:  I might point out that the 

worst part about turning past 62 is that you occasionally get arthri-
tis in your right knee.  So if I seem to lean to the right occasionally, 
I don't want you to blame it on the hospitality of the bartender.

Thank you, Jack, for that overgenerous introduction.  For af-
ter-dinner speakers, we begin relieved that your meal has put you 
already pleasantly in a good mood, but we remain concerned that 
if our speech is not engaging enough, you’ll begin to drowse off.  
And since my topic concerns Irish-American boxing, I also have 
to worry about any rhetorically inappropriate references to upper 
cuts, body blows, or gut checks that might interfere with digestion.

Well, the bell has rung; let’s get at it.
For me, let me express my deep appreciation for the opportu-

nity and the humility I have to talk to the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of St. Patrick of New York City, particularly about Johnny 
Kilbane’s boxing championship and why the Cleveland Public 
Library and the Irish-American Archives Society of Cleveland 
got interested in celebrating that centennial, the centennial of that 
championship, last year.  I’m humbled most because I’m talking 
about something special that occurred 100 years ago to an organi-
zation and a group of men who have more than 230 years of good 
works, good fellowship, and of more than a few famous orators 
and wonderful speeches that have been presented.

Now, I know that you tagged Westchester County Republican 
executive Rob Astorino to speak last year, on the same night as 
the Fighting Irish of Notre Dame played for the national football 
championship — not fair to Italians, I might point out.  But when 
this year’s BCS championship was moved from Tuesday night to 
tonight, nobody could have hoped that an Irish Democrat from 
Cleveland would talk more briefly than a Westchester Irish-Italian 
Republican.  At least I hope not.

The stature and grandeur and eloquence of your prior speakers 
was scary enough to me.  I’m referring, of course, to remarks that 
have been made by the likes of Jesuit Father Tim Healy, who Jack 
just referred to, then the president of the New York Public Library 
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and previously president of my alma mater, Georgetown Universi-
ty.  He said here almost 20 years ago, in a reference to the lessons 
that 50 years of Jesuit teaching to Irish-American students at both 
Fordham and Georgetown had brought to him, Jesuits share the 
Christian insight that only for God is truth a noun.  For the rest of 
us, it is an achingly unclosing verb.

Wow.  
So I’m humbled to be here, and more than a little intimidated.  I 

come from Cleveland to New York.  We in Cleveland have always 
sent our best to New York — John D. Rockefeller, Jack Walton, 
Langston Hughes, and then, of course, George Steinbrenner and 
Charles Dolan, both Irish-American.  Okay, George is only half 
Irish, but they are real contributors to the New York sports culture.

As for New York, you gave Cleveland Art Modell.  Thank 
you so much.  Of course, you also gave us Al Lerner, who tried 
valiantly to undo Art’s damage.  I will pass over any comment 
about Tim Mara’s plot to have the Cleveland Bulldogs become the 
Detroit Wolverines so that he could get the Cleveland stars like 
Benny Friedman, the great Michigan quarterback  who started the 
long dominance of the New York Giants in the early NFL.  

See how fast this can degenerate?
But I have a few credentials of my own on which to stand.  My 

father, the late Judge John V. Corrigan, was a great speaker and 
was honored several times as an Irish-American, as grand mar-
shal in the St. Patrick’s Day parade in Cleveland and Irish Man of 
the Year.  From my dad I learned why there was a bust of Victor 
Herbert in Cleveland’s Irish Cultural Garden.  I can’t tell you how 
intimidating it is to have the Glee Club waiting for me to finish.  
And, of course, we have Ernie Ball of Cleveland, who was the 
composer of both “Mother Machree” and “When Irish Eyes Are 
Smiling.”

I know how Irish I am.  I’m from County Mayo roots and, like 
Rob Astorino, last year’s speaker, I married Irish-American and 
honeymooned in Ireland, now more than 30 years ago.  Stayed at 
Ashford Castle the first five days of my real marriage, we did, and 
before that Ronald Reagan fellow drove up the cost of the three-
room suite overlooking the lough.  

What’s more, my wife, Diane Downing, is half Irish, from 
Rockland County, New York, went to Vassar College and recently 
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served on Vassar’s Board of Trustees.  But her people were from 
Kerry, and she was probably trying to improve the blood for our 
children, her children, our three children:  Deirdre, a Fordham 
grad living here in the Woodlawn neighborhood of the Bronx and 
in grad school at Fordham; Sarah Eileen Corrigan, a Wellesley 
grad, soon to have her MBA from Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity; and our youngest, Thomas Vincent, who will graduate from 
Georgetown School of Foreign Service this May.

I know what you’re thinking.  My father said, “Don't ever add 
up the tuition.  It would ruin  you.”

My maternal grandfather, Peter John Hopkins, was born in 
Derryhillagh, County Mayo, at the foot of Mount Nephin.  He 
was so Irish he actually died on St. Patrick’s Day, introducing me 
to the rituals and contributions of the Irish wake before I was even 
8 years old.  My maternal grandmother, his wife, Catherine Man-
nin Hopkins, was born in Cleveland, half Irish, half German.  It 
was from her that I learned that expression from her childhood 
that was, “We’re from County Mayo, God help us.”  For years, I 
thought the name of the county was “May-oh-God help us.”

Since I’m here to talk about Johnny Kilbane and 100 years ago, 
I should note that my grandparents, Peter and Catherine Hopkins, 
had two dear friends those 100 years ago in Cleveland Heights, 
Ohio named George and Henrietta Walton, grandparents of your 
distinguished Friendly Sons President, my friend Jack Walton.  
How close were the Waltons and the Hopkins 100 years ago?  
Well, Jack’s grandparents were the godparents for the second-old-
est of my own mother’s five brothers, my late uncle Bill.  He was 
famous in his own way.  After his World War II service, he built 
and maintained the most substantial beverage and liquor business 
in Cleveland Heights — a legal one, too — that lasted well into 
this century.

On my father’s side, the Corrigans are all Mayo-rooted as well.  
They came to Cleveland much earlier than the Hopkins, we think, 
courtesy of the jobs on the great Erie Canal, the Ohio and Erie Ca-
nal, again thanks to a prior leader of this august group of Friendly 
Sons, the governor DeWitt Clinton.

So it is that I am a really third-generation Irish-American in 
Cleveland, more Colavito than Collins, as we say back there — 
the equivalent of being more DiMaggio than de Valera.
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Why is it that we always use Italian-American references to 
explain how American we Irish have become?

It was from my paternal grandfather, Peter Corrigan, 42 years 
a Cleveland firefighter, that I learned most of my respect for my 
Irish roots.  It was he who explained that surely insurance was 
a British invention, for only the British could come up with a 
scheme where you place a bet, no matter what they keep the bet, 
and for you to win anything, something awful has to happen first.  
(Laughter)

My paternal grandmother, Coletta Gibbons Corrigan, was also 
Mayo-rooted, Swinford, Mayo, actually, where there was a little 
more topsoil than points west towards Achill.  But she too was 
Cleveland-born, descended from Irish fieldworkers who came as a 
second immigrant stop to Cleveland, bringing experience from the 
steel mills of Birmingham and Manchester in that other country, 
to the likes of Corrigan-McKinney Steel Company — don't I wish 
I was related to them — Republic Steel, and Jones & Laughlin.  
That grandmother — Nana to me, in deference to Victor Herbert, 
of course — taught me the most important Irish advice I ever got:  
There is some good in everyone.  Look for it and work with that 
part.

So I am bona fide Irish-American.
As for the intimidation about this particular site, the Prince-

ton Club of New York, I can state that both my younger brothers 
played Ivy League football.  The older of the two, Jack Corrigan, 
was a wide receiver at Cornell — okay, maybe while Ed Marinaro 
was carrying it 47 times a game.  My other younger brother, Dan-
iel Corrigan, was a tackle for the Tigers of Princeton from 1978 
through 1980, when knee surgery cost him his senior season.  He 
compensated in football terms by being part of the football coach-
ing staff at Cleveland’s St. Ignatius that has brought them 11 Ohio 
state championships in the last 20 years.  By the way, Jack Walton 
and I were both St. Ignatius Class of ’68, and we celebrated a city 
championship only because there was no state championship tour-
nament in those days.

But I’m mostly able to stand proudly before you because of 
the Cleveland Public Library and the Irish-American Archives 
Society of Cleveland, two institutions of which I am particularly 
proud.  The Cleveland Public Library is a comprehensive public 
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research library, second or third only, really, to the New York Pub-
lic Library and the Boston Public Library.  Yes, we’re bigger than 
Chicago and Los Angeles.

The Irish-American Archives Society is our local effort to get 
the records and stories of how the Irish made their way in Cleve-
land, a sort of Studs Terkel and Library of Congress StoryCorps, 
a local hybrid, stories we have heard and preserved, Johnny Kil-
bane’s story being only the most recent and most prominent in-
stance.

Of course, feelings of intimidation about being here swell 
back when I think of the Irish boxing history here in New York.  
Maybe some in this room saw firsthand or heard detailed stories 
from dads and uncles about the Dempsey-Tunney fights, maybe 
the greatest bouts ever fought, or about “Cinderella Man” James 
Braddock, a New York City-born Irish heavyweight champ, who 
lost his title to Joe Lewis, or about Irish Joey Archer, who beat 
Sugar Ray Robinson in that great boxer’s last fight in 1965.  But 
maybe some of these stories are worth telling and I’ve caused the 
occasion for it, or at least I’ve retold them in the context of Johnny 
Kilbane’s achievements.

Maybe not everyone here knows the outsized role that the sport 
of boxing played in the Irish-American community in Cleveland, 
certainly in the early part of the 20th century.  After all, back to the 
19th century, John L. Sullivan was the first million-dollar athlete 
the world had ever seen, and he and Mayo-born Gentleman Jim 
Corbett, who had dethroned Sullivan as the champ, were princi-
pally responsible for the transformation and legitimatization of 
boxing from the bare-knuckles-and-barroom to the glove-and-are-
na era that we now know.

Did you know there was earlier Jack Dempsey, known as Non-
pareil Jack Dempsey (“nonpareil” as in “don't touch this)?  He, an 
Irish-American of that era, was a good friend of Sullivan’s.  

Or there was Sailor Tom Sharkey of Dundalk and New York 
City, who fought Sullivan to a draw and challenged for the heavy-
weight title against both Corbett and his successor, James J. Jef-
fries.

Today in America we almost worship at football, basketball, or 
baseball altars, but boxing was as big as or bigger than all three 
combined well into the middle of the 20th century.  Baseball cards 
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were second to boxer cards for the first two decades of the cen-
tury, and endorsement deals were the province of boxers more 
than any other sports figures for more than 60 years.  Even at St. 
Ignatius in Cleveland, a great football power, more young men 
boxed than played any other sport until after World War II.  The 
first million-dollar athletes of this country were all boxers.  The 
first million-dollar gates were for bouts, not games.  Jack Walton’s 
dad, in fact, was an Ignatius boxing champion.

I had been mostly ignorant of boxing, myself, and its Irish 
provenance.  Growing up in the 1950s and 1960s, I knew only a 
little bit about boxing.  My dad was a trial judge before I was 4.  
It seemed that fighting of all kinds was discouraged around our 
house — not that he favored arbitration either.  He liked jury trials.

I did have a CYO fight when I was 10 and I KO’ed the other 
kid.  But I must admit, I didn’t like it.  I was worried he was really 
hurt.

Judge Michael Sweeney and his brother, Ohio Supreme Court 
justice Francis Sweeney, had been boxers, one of them All Army 
during World War II.  I knew they were, and they were friends 
of my dad.  But other than respect for their past achievements, I 
heard little about Irish boxing history or culture and certainly did 
not know how important it had been.

I came by indirection to an adult study and appreciation for 
boxing.  In 2001, the Anisfield-Wolf Book Awards in Cleveland, 
one of the nation’s oldest book prizes and the one that focuses 
on improving race relations and religious tolerance, selected F.X. 
Toole and his collection of stories, Rope Burns:  Stories from the 
Corner, as the big prize in fiction that year, a $15,000 prize, still 
one of the largest prizes in publishing.  You would know these 
stories more as the foundation for Clint Eastwood and Hilary 
Swank’s Oscar-winning movie, Million Dollar Baby.  

I got to know F.X. Toole during his time in Cleveland and found 
out that he was really Jerry Boyd, a polyglot of Eastern European 
roots, who took the nom de plume F.X. Toole out of respect for the 
Jesuit priest who saved him from alcoholism and taught him how 
to write.  F.X. is for Francis Xavier, of course.  And “Toole” he 
chose because, he said, all the Irish fighters he knew fought with 
the most heart.
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Now, F.X. was a cutman for, in his words, too many fights over 
too many years.  The cutman is the guy in your corner who care-
fully slits with a razor the swelling and puffiness around your eyes 
and temple so that you can still keep fighting.  Oh, yeah, he has to 
stop the bleeding, too.  

Anyway, in his experiences, F.X. grew to understand how im-
portant boxing was as a way up and out of the bottom for so many 
immigrant Americans.  His writing and passion are a tribute to the 
character and courage of the boxers he knew, many of them Irish.

F.X. died in 2002 and never saw the movie Clint Eastwood
made from his writings.  We at the Cleveland Public Library were 
moved by his work and we turned the attention of our already 
overworked librarians who keep our sports research bureau hum-
ming to what records and items in our collection we had about 
boxing.  

We were surprised.  It may have been this century when they 
got the directive, but the last century’s materials were numerous 
and interesting.  Against that experience, the library learned from 
the Irish-American Archives Society — I’m not sure who the 
connection might have been, being a vice president — that the 
great-grandchildren of Johnny Kilbane were looking for help in 
restoring film footage of the 1912 featherweight championship 
fight.  What’s more, they had discovered in that same old attic 
quite a bit of memorabilia of his career.

The library and the archives teamed up, raised the funds, got 
the restoration of the film, and along the way discovered how in-
teresting Johnny’s story really was.  

Johnny was the son of late 19th-century Irish immigrants to 
Cleveland from Achillbeg in County Mayo.  To give you some 
idea, Achillbeg is what would be spit off of Achill if it could spit.  
His mother died when he was still young and then his father be-
came blind and disabled before Johnny was 12.  Johnny went to 
work first at retrieving the remnants of coal and other ore in the 
small corners of the boats that supplied Cleveland’s growing steel 
mills.  Later he switched as a railway switch boy, bearing the 
whole weight of his small body on the switch after running down 
the track to beat the train.  It was a tough job.

But it was his kind teachers at St. Malachy School and the or-
ganizers of the local La Salle Club (an Irish story not widely told) 
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that gave his Johnny his love of learning and dance.  He had decid-
ed before he was 15 that he would take to the stage when he could.  
But that same La Salle Club, one fine day, also sponsored, quote, 
“an exhibition of the pugilistic arts” by Tom Sharkey — yes, the 
same Sailor Tom Sharkey who had fought John L. Sullivan to a 
draw and lost the heavyweight challenges to Corbett and Jeffries.  
To put it mildly, Johnny caught the bug, the boxing bug.

His climb to the top of his profession was really relatively 
swift.  He was a true boxer, more clever than slugger, a not-un-
common feature of the lower weight divisions in boxing in those 
days, of which there were only eight.  I forget how many there are 
now, but way too many.

But his was a special talent.  His Irish dance skills are credited 
for his great footwork, and he spoke and acted with a class that can 
only have made the St. Malachy nuns proud to have known him.

He was well known as well for taking his wife and children, 
as well as those of his manager and sparring partners, on his trips 
and training camps, in a world where boxing champs or boxing 
challengers were largely known for their chutzpah and braggado-
cio and hard drinking, he was the guy that brought his wife and 
children to the training camp and to the out-of-state exhibition or 
fight.

On February 22, 1912, more than 100 years ago, having defeat-
ed the best in the featherweight class around the country, Johnny, 
only 23, fought in a much-touted rematch the only man who had 
ever beaten him, Abe Attell, the reigning featherweight champion.  
The crowd in Vernon, California numbered more than 10,000, and 
the 20-round bout was a unanimous decision for Johnny.  He made 
$3,500 for the match, the equivalent of about $70,000 in today’s 
dollars, and then he quickly made twice that amount during his 
short commercial film endorsements and a two-week gig on the 
L.A. vaudeville stage before heading back on the train.

When Johnny returned home to Cleveland on St. Patrick’s Day, 
more than 200,000 gathered to welcome him.  Many credit the 
size and quality of Cleveland’s St. Patrick’s Day parade from that 
day in 1912.

My favorite quote of Johnny’s, given just before the Attell fight 
where he won the championship, pertains to the reason for his 
boxing and an explanation of so many immigrant stories:  “Show 
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me a business where I can make more money than I can in the ring 
and I will never fight again.  I don't fight because I like it.  I fight 
because it means a living for my family and myself.”

Johnny fought over 140 fights in his career, losing only four 
times:  the first fight with Attell, before he challenged for the 
championship; two exhibitions with boxers in heavier classes; and 
then, finally, his loss of the title in 1923, Eugene Criqui, a French 
boxer.  He was the champion longer and defended his title more 
times than any boxer in any weight class in history.  After retiring, 
he operated a gym and other businesses in Cleveland and moni-
tored his substantial investments.  There are a few people in the 
room who know about substantial investments.

When, like many Irish who thought they had made it, he lost 
most of those investments and savings in the Great Depression, he 
taught in Cleveland schools and coached boxing and ultimately, 
like the Irish do, ran for public office.  He was elected first to the 
Ohio State Senate, lost a run for county sheriff, and then returned 
to the Ohio House of Representatives in 1951.  In 1953, he was 
easily elected clerk of the Cleveland Municipal Court and died 
holding that office in 1957.

So we were thrilled at the library and at the archives to celebrate 
his centennial with displays, speeches, and, of course, a showing 
of the restored film footage.  But our interest sparked a committee 
back in Achill, in Ireland, to build a monument and a sculpture 
to Johnny on Achillbeg.  The combined hubbub on both sides of 
the Atlantic resulted in the Irish government itself supporting the 
development of a documentary film called A Fighting Heart about 
Johnny and the continuing connections and history shared by the 
people of Mayo and Cleveland.  The film premiered at the Cleve-
land International Film Festival last spring.  I recommend that you 
go to the Web sites johnnykilbane.com and fightingheart.com and 
see some more about how critical his role in the development of 
Irish culture in Cleveland was.

I hope I’ve convinced you by now that boxing and Irish Amer-
ica have some pretty good links and that people involved can tell 
us quite a bit about where we came from and the heart and courage 
that was needed to get where we are today.  I brought with me a 
few mementos of the occasion quoting the last lines of Johnny’s 
poem that he wrote.  He was quite literate for a boxer.  The last 
part of the poem reads, “For when the chips of life are down and 
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troubled waters mount, a fighting heart will see us through, how-
ever long the count.”

Let me end with a personal anecdote.  I met Johnny when I 
was a youngster, 6 years old.  My dad was one of the trial judges 
when Johnny was the clerk of court.  My father was nominated to 
the Ohio General Assembly as a state representative in 1950, in 
May.  He married my mother in July of 1959 and was elected in 
November of 1950 and commenced service in January of 1951.

On my birth in May of 1951 — or more appropriately, when 
my mother went into labor before my birth — my father found 
himself in Columbus, Ohio.  A worst place to be I cannot name.  
In short, in those days — and it’s hard to believe that there was 
gerrymandering or any of those things ever before in this country 
— there were almost three times as many Republicans as Demo-
crats in the Ohio General Assembly.  Since the Democrats were all 
from Youngstown and Cleveland and Toledo, the great joy of the 
Republican majority was to somehow delay the votes past when 
the last train left Columbus.  This was before President Eisenhow-
er’s wonderful interstate system.

So on this particular day, as my mother is in labor with me 
back in Cleveland, more than a little ruckus is developing on the 
floor as the votes are being extended.  Bill Saxbe, the great hero 
of Watergate, who many may remember, a senator from Ohio at 
the time, was speaker of the Ohio House.  He called my father and 
said, “Jack Corrigan, come here.  What’s the hubbub about?”  

He said, “Well, your guys have scheduled the votes past when 
the last train left, and my wife is in labor, so some of these guys 
want to start a fight.”

Bill Saxbe, showing all the class he always had, said, “Jack, do 
you have somebody to drive with back to Cleveland?”

He said, “Well, yes, I can find somebody.”
He said, “Fine.  I promise you, there’ll be no more votes.
There were no more votes that night.  My father took off — and 

I’ve known this story since I was a very young man — my father 
took off with one of his colleagues and drove to Cleveland.  I also 
knew the story of the fact that as he was driving, his colleague had 
to regularly grab him by the arm near the steering wheel and say, 
“Slow down, Jack.  Boy or girl, they’ll want to see you vertical.”  
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(Laughter)
I want you to know, I’ve known that story since I was 8 or 9 

years old.  I even have a resolution of the Ohio General Assembly 
to say that I had particular wisdom in picking the parents I did.  
But as I’m working on this centennial for Johnny Kilbane, for 
the first time my mother says — I said, “Do you know Johnny 
Kilbane?  He was clerk of courts and was in the legislature with 
Dad.”  She says, “Oh, sure.  He was the guy who told your dad to 
slow down on the way home.”

All of a sudden it occurred to me — and think about it — be-
cause my father was a judge and a politician, I’ve been going to 
Irish wakes since I can remember — 5, 6, 7 years old, and now I’m 
60.  In fact, tonight I’m missing two wakes back in Cleveland that 
I should probably be at.  But the fact is the most common expres-
sion I hear from the old-timers as they come through — you know 
the funeral directors.  They’re standing there, and the old-timers 
are coming through.  They’re looking down at the old-timer com-
ing through.  Mr. McGory or Mr. Chambers or Mr. Corrigan — 
since there is a funeral home named Corrigan as well — they say, 
“So how are you, Mrs. Kilbane?”  And she says, “I’m staying 
vertical, if you don't mind.”

All these years I’ve heard the expression and I’ve never thought 
about it.  It’s a fighter’s expression, “staying vertical.”  How many 
times have you heard it?  “Surviving the long count,” how many 
times have you heard it?  “Taking a gut check,” “rolling with the 
punch.

The fact is we Irish-Americans have a boxing history that has 
formed as an important part of our character, an important part of 
the stuff that makes us who we are.  It gives us a fighting heart.  
As a Clevelander, as an Irishman, I was proud to celebrate the 
centennial of Johnny Kilbane, but even prouder to be here at the 
Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in New York City to 
tell you about it.

Thank you very much.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Don't go away so quickly, Tom.  As 

a small thank-you gift and knowing how interested you are in 
books, I have Mornings Among the Jesuits at Rome, written by a 
Protestant who complained incessantly of the Jesuits’ adoration of 
the Blessed Mother.  It’s dated 1854.
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Thank you very much for driving 480 miles to be here.
(Applause)
I will now ask Kevin Faughey, my friend and my director — 

I’ll note, too, Bob Reilly said, “This is the first time you’ve been 
at a Friendly Sons of St. Patrick dinner when you haven’t had a 
tuxedo on, because you usually sing.”

Kevin is going to respond to the jibe of G.K. Chesterton, who 
said:  For the great Gaels of Ireland are the men that God made 
mad, for all their wars are merry, and all their songs are sad.”

Kevin, I turn the program over to you.
MR. KEVIN FAUGHEY:  Good evening, gentlemen.  This 

evening our concert will be sort of a Christmas concert for you.  
We’re going to start by singing “Christmas in Killarney.”  Then 
we’ll sing “The March of the Wise Men” and then the traditional 
German folk song, “O Christmas Tree.”

Our soloist this evening is Ed McNamara.  He will be singing 
“Christmas in the Trenches” by John McCutcheon.  Then the Glee 
Club will sing “Toyland” by Victor Herbert, the founder of the 
club.  We’re going to end by singing “O Come All Ye Faithful,” 
and we’re going to invite everybody here to join in singing with 
the Glee Club.

We hope you like our program this evening.
(Glee Club performance)
MR. FAUGHEY:  And now our soloist, Ed McNamara, will 

sing “Christmas in the Trenches.”
(Performance by Ed McNamara)
(Glee Club performance)
MR. FAUGHEY:  We’re going to end our program this evening 

by singing “O Come All Ye Faithful” and we’d like to invite you 
to join in singing with us.  We’ll sing two verses in English and 
then we’ll end it by singing “Adeste Fideles” in Latin.  You’re all 
welcome to join us.

(Glee Club performance)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, I ask you to all rise for 

the singing of the National Anthem.
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(Singing of the National Anthem)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you very much, gentlemen.  

Everybody drive home safely.  See you on March 17.
(Meeting adjourned:  9:01 p.m.)
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Anniversary Dinner

held at

The Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers

New York, New York

March 17, 2014

PRESIDENT JOHN C. WALTON:  It’s my privilege to wel-
come you to the 230th Anniversary Dinner of the Society of the 
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the City of New York.

Gentlemen, I invite you to sing with our Glee Club “The Hail 
of the Friendly Sons.”

(“The Hail of the Friendly Sons” was performed by the Glee 
Club.)

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you very much.
Gentlemen, you may be seated.  We begin this evening with an 

invocation by Archbishop Timothy Cardinal Dolan.  It’s my honor 
to welcome the Cardinal to say grace with us.

(Grace was said by Archbishop Dolan.)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, I just have a few remarks 

to make at the beginning of our dinner.
Gentlemen, the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick was founded in 

1784 and is one of the oldest charitable institutions, fraternal or-
ganizations in the United States.  The Society has organized this 
dinner every year, with the exception of the famine years of 1847 
and 1848.

As you know, the term “friendly” in the 18th century designated 
communal charity.  This Anniversary Dinner supports a number 
of charities, cultural and social service organizations in the New 
York City area.  The Charities Committee, under the leadership 
of John Waldron, screens hundreds of applications every year.  
In particular, they examine the applications by certain orders of 
religious women with intense scrutiny.  Sister, you can fool the 
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick some of the time, but not all of the 
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time.
Please enjoy your meal in the company of family and friends.  

The formal part of our dinner will begin after dessert.
Thank you very much.
(Dinner was served.)
(Glee Club performance)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, I call to order the 230th 

Anniversary Dinner of the Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Pat-
rick in the City of New York.

I would like to thank the Board of Stewards, led ably by Chair-
man Peter McGuire, for the time and effort they have put in, for 
the evenings and weekends they have spent making the arrange-
ments for the dinner.  As you know, this is the largest charity din-
ner in the city of New York, and the amount of work behind it is 
prodigious.

I would also like to thank fellow member of the Society Ed 
Kane, banquet manager for the Sheraton Hotel, for helping move 
the event smoothly.

In addition, our heartfelt thanks to the chefs, the captains, the 
wait staff, who do such a superb job serving us this evening.

A very since thanks to the pipers from Manhattan College, who 
led our honored guests to the dais.  Manhattan College, you’re 
going to the Big Dance.  Congratulations.

A special thank-you to Jackie McCarthy, our office manager.  
As you know, Jackie is the institutional memory of the Friendly 
Sons of St. Patrick.  More importantly, she has the gift of antic-
ipating the needs of your President and the other officers of the 
Society.  During the past year, she made our transition to the new 
office at 3 West 51st Street a breeze.  She is very well plugged in to 
the Consulate office of Noel Kilkenny, the office of the Cardinal, 
and is at least two days ahead of the news of Ireland which you 
hear on WFUV every Sunday afternoon.

Finally, I wish to thank the Glee Club of the Friendly Sons, 
under the direction of Kevin Faughey.  This past year, the Glee 
Club, of which I remain a member, celebrated its 100th anniver-
sary, founded by the noted American composer Victor Herbert in 
1913.  Herbert composed over 20 operettas, 18 musical comedies, 
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2 full-scale operas, and many lovely Irish songs.  Unfortunately, 
he did not endear the reputation of the Society to women with his 
operetta The Red Mill, in which the cad sings, “I’ve never been 
lucky in my love affairs, I’ve never had a wife.”

I will not dilate on Herbert’s “Ode to a Cigar.”
The Prophet Ezekiel knew how hard it was to deliver a good 

speech, so the Lord spoke to him thusly:  “Do not be afraid of 
them or what they say afterwards.  Though you find yourself sur-
rounded by brambles and sitting on scorpions, you are to deliver 
my words to them, whether they listen or not.”

The time has come, gentlemen, for our traditional toasts.  Gen-
tlemen, please charge your glasses.  Gentlemen, please be up-
standing.

To the President of the United States.
(The toast was given.)
Please be seated.
May it please our speakers this evening, His Eminence Arch-

bishop Timothy Cardinal Dolan, Dr. John L. Lahey, the many 
clergy here present, our two distinguished honorary members, His 
Eminence Edward Cardinal Egan and former police commission-
er Ray Kelly, our distinguished guests, Ambassador Consul-Gen-
eral Kilkenny, Dr. O’Donnell of Manhattan, Father McShane of 
Fordham, Westchester County Executive Astorino, representa-
tives of other venerable societies whose presence here tonight we 
acknowledge with admiration and gratitude, former presidents of 
the Society, Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, sons, family, and friends 
of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick.

In responding to the toast to the President of the United States, 
we all acknowledge the tremendous responsibility that we place in 
the person elected to the highest office of the land.

I do want to note with a little bit of sadness that our two other 
honorary members couldn’t be here this evening.  Father Joseph 
A. O’Hare, S.J. is not getting around that well.  He remains in res-
idence at Murray Weigel Hall.  Al Smith had an operation, which 
he is recovering from successfully, but his doctor sent him back to 
Florida to recuperate and miss the cold weather.

Seven presidents of the United States have graced the annual 
dinner of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick with their presence, and 
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17 presidents of the United States can claim Irish heritage, includ-
ing the incumbent, President Obama.  It’s true.

Now, to become President of the United States, you can be 
thin-skinned or thick-skinned.  You can be a person of towering 
intellect, like Woodrow Wilson or William Jefferson Clinton, or 
you could have been an haberdasher or been upstaged by a chimp 
named Bonzo.  In fact, Oliver Wendell Holmes wrote words to the 
effect that “Franklin Roosevelt is a man of absolute second-class 
intellect, but a first-class temperament.”

Through the years, as Dr. Robert Gates, our former Secretary 
of Defense, writes, temperament has proven to be a good prognos-
ticator of success.  Temperament provides those endowed it with 
the ability to make good decisions in the perpetual noise machine 
of Washington or choose among several suboptimal solutions or 
perhaps salvage what’s left of a bad decision.

But, gentlemen, there is another great indicator of success in 
the esteem which the American people shower upon the occupant 
of 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue when he leaves office.  It’s their 
memory of his humor.

President Kennedy, when running for office, was asked by a 
little boy how he became a war hero.  He responded, “It was abso-
lutely involuntary.  They sunk my boat.”

In a line which Mario Puzo seemed to co-opt later on, without 
any attribution, Kennedy also remarked, “Forgive your enemies, 
but never forget their names.”

He also stated, “I said I wasn’t going to make any more am-
bassadorial appointments on the basis of campaign contributions.  
And since that time, I haven’t got a cent from my father.”

Most of the bons mots of candidate Romney were not quite so 
bons.  As one pundit wrote, “They were the product of a Mormon 
sense of humor, finely sculpted by the greatest political consul-
tants money could buy.”  Romney just didn’t understand that tying 
the dog to the back of the station wagon wasn’t going to resonate 
with the American people like it did for Chevy Chase.

On the other hand, unsuccessful presidential candidate Bob 
Dole could always bring the house down when he recounted the 
last time that he saw Presidents Ford, Carter, and Nixon together:  
See no evil, hear no evil, and evil.  (Laughter)
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Unfortunately, as demonstrated by Mr. Dole’s wit, he was per-
haps a bit too sardonic for the office.

President Eisenhower, much derided for his love of golf, a 
characteristic shared by the incumbent and presidents of this So-
ciety — it was famously known that after Ike left office, a reporter 
asked him, “Did you make any mistakes while you were in of-
fice?”

He said, “Yes, two.  They’re both on the Supreme Court.”
Unfortunately for Ike, there isn’t a big record of his humor — 

he was from Kansas — but Bob Hope had no problem having 
fun at his expense, saying, “It’s hard to play golf with a guy who 
rattles his medals while you’re putting.”

George H. W. Bush rocked the Al Smith dinner in 2000 when 
he introduced himself saying, “This is an impressive crowd, the 
haves and the have-mores.  Some people would call you the elite.  
I call you my base.”

Two presidents, however, stand out for their humor.  And bear 
with me for a second.  President Coolidge was regarded as the 
most taciturn and reserved of the 20th century.  He was a man of 
extremely few words, but he was comedic for his own self-amuse-
ment.  He probably read Martial’s epigrams in the bathroom.  At 
a White House party, one of the female guests seated next to him 
said, “I just bet my friend over there that I could engage you in 
more than two words of conversation.”

Coolidge responded, “You lose.”
President Coolidge and Mrs. Coolidge were visiting a govern-

ment poultry farm, and the two went off their separate ways.  The 
farmer was delighted to show off his prize rooster to Mrs. Coolidge, 
which, he said, could engage in the reproductive function several 
times a day.  Mrs. Coolidge said, “Tell that to Mr. Coolidge when 
he comes by.”

When Calvin came to see the rooster, the farmer related the 
story.  The President said, “With the same hen?”

“No, it’s with a different hen every time,” the farmer replied.
He said, “Make sure to tell that to Mrs. Coolidge when she 

comes by.”
The current occupant of the White House has suffered his 
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slings and arrows, mostly from the right-wing media to which my 
radio seems permanently tuned.  But in the words of the bard, I 
came not to praise Bill O’Reilly, but to bury him.  

Mr. Obama may have some unexpected pauses when the tele-
prompter stops running or perhaps when the cue card has a mis-
spelling, such as R-s-p-e-c-t.  Why, even that dowdy old Irish gal 
who writes op-eds for The New York Times took a moment to get 
off her broom and chortle over the last one.

But Mr. Obama is very good at his self-effacing humor.  At the 
2008 Al Smith dinner, he started with, “Who is Barack Obama?  
Contrary to the rumors, I was not born in a manger.  I was actually 
born on Krypton and sent here by my father Jor-El to save the 
planet Earth.”

Upon learning that he was a cousin eight times removed from 
former Vice President Dick Cheney, “I don't want to be invited to 
the family hunting party.”

At the 2012 White House Correspondent’s dinner, he an-
nounced to the crowd, “Everybody, please take your seats before 
Clint Eastwood starts yelling at them.”

It’s not hackneyed to say that the presidency is the toughest 
job in the United States.  It’s as tough as being Cardinal Dolan or 
the mayor of New York.  I have friends in the police department, 
friends in Washington, who relate to me in only vague terms how 
difficult it is to keep the wheels on when it comes to our national 
security.  The threats grow and they mutate, like cancer.

But you could take our dinner in 1957, in which The Honorable 
Frederick Boland spoke — in 1957, our dinner was shortly after 
Hungary had been invaded.  The present time, in some respects, 
looks like that.

But we should take from Dr. Gates’ book the knowledge that 
the President takes the job extremely seriously, that he has made 
some very difficult decisions in the face of conflicting information 
and advice from his advisors, that he’s irritated, like all of us, at 
leaks which emanate from his staff — his close staff even — to 
the press in Washington and New York.  He cares deeply for the 
underprivileged and is championing an issue so near and dear to 
many of the Irish here in New York, the opportunity to work in 
the daylight with the prospect of becoming citizens of the United 
States.
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Governor Cuomo sends his regards, but he scheduled a cele-
bration of the Friendly Sons of Columbus and Howard Beach in 
the city of Albany.  I thought they were mostly Dutch up there.  
But, as we know, it was an Irishman who guided Columbus to 
these shores, a man actually of Galway stock, so no offense is 
taken.

Mr. de Blasio similarly sent his regrets.  We have it on good 
authority that he’s holed up in Gracie Mansion working with the 
operatives from the People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals 
to bring an end to the Easter Parade, for it is in that parade, unlike 
ours, in which rabbits are discriminated against and the chickens 
are forced to supply all the eggs for Easter.  Rumor has it that Eva 
Moskowitz is eying her potential seat on our dais.  Apparently, His 
Honor has yet to learn the fabled maxim of Niccolò Machiavelli:  
Don’t kick a cripple until he’s down.

At a later time, I will dilate upon the topic of how Niccolò 
Machiavelli was really of Galway stock, with the surname Lynch.

Gentlemen, I would just like us to take a second and thank 
Liam Neeson for carrying the torch for the 400 folks who make 
their living driving people through Central Park and for all of the 
support people who groom and tend the animals.  Despite the may-
or’s focused animus towards the equine race, the 400 are not only 
Irish, they are Hispanic, black, and others of various patrimony.

For a hayseed kid like me who came to New York, loved to 
take the D train down to Columbus Circle and walk along Central 
Park South, I just can’t imagine Robert Redford and Jane Fonda 
driving themselves through Central Park in a replica antique mo-
torcar.

I first became associated with Friendly Sons 34 years ago, 
when my friend Jim Keaney and I auditioned for the Glee Club on 
the same evening at Rosoff’s restaurant off of Eighth Avenue.  In 
those days, it was necessary for us to rehearse in a bar. 

My wife is a native New Yorker, proud graduate of Cardinal 
Spellman High School in the Bronx, Thomas More College of 
Fordham University, and currently a candidate for a doctorate 
in molecular biology at Seaton Hall.  She is of mixed parentage, 
including the Italian and Welsh bloodlines.  I was particularly 
pleased to attend a recent St. David’s Society dinner at the Yale 
Club.  Indeed, the faces of the attendees there are redolent of those 
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I remember from her relatives.  She was from eastern Pennsylva-
nia.  Her grandfather died in a mining accident a long time ago.

Having survived me through marriage these past 40 years, I 
must say — that is, I am commanded to say — that she is a wom-
an of undisputed saintliness, patience, fortitude.  She is a woman 
quick to forgive transgressions, provide succor to the hangover, 
and drive you to confession on Saturday afternoon.

I must further note that this version of the speech was the one 
she edited.  Under the penalty of denial of certain marital privi-
leges, I am commanded to report it in its entirety without editorial 
comment or modification in any manner.

Not being a lawyer, but I do understand what that means.
Together we have lived in all the boroughs of New York, save 

that one which is Staten Island.  Given that Staten Island often 
wants to secede and become part of the Republic of Texas, we 
don't think this is a shabby record to prove our bona fides as New 
Yorkers, although my tenure here has only been 45 years.  My 
three sons, all members of the Society, are here with me this eve-
ning, and they will serve as my witness to the statements made in 
paragraph 16 above.

For most of my career, I’ve worked in finance, at so many dif-
ferent places, I used to keep my registration and street name.  At 
one time or another, I held most of the New York Stock Exchange 
certifications for compliance, research, and trading.  Of these, let 
me say that being a compliance officer of a major New York Stock 
Exchange firm is akin to being a fire hydrant on the Upper East 
Side of Manhattan.  Every dog which comes your way has a com-
plaint.

I’ll repeat the story that I told just briefly at my installation.  As 
soon as Al Smith called me and asked me to consider becoming 
this elevated status, I said yes immediately.  The ink wasn’t dry on 
the invitation when I received a call from a fellow seeking my ad-
vice on getting his son into Fordham Law and another wondering 
if I could get a sick relative into Mary Manning Walsh.  I referred 
both of them to Ray Teatum.

A few years back, one of the presidents stated that the record 
number of addresses at our Society was probably held by Wil-
liam Hughes Mulligan or Joseph McLaughlin or Owen McGivern.  
But, in fact, it was the Al Smiths number I to IV.  A Smith, not 
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including Henry Smith, has graced this dais 16 times in the past 
125 years.  Coming close behind them are Robert I. Gannon of 
the Society of Jesus and Fordham University, and Bishop Fulton 
J. Sheen.

Sheen would have spoken more, but Cardinal Spellman and he 
didn’t quite see eye to eye on certain matters.  

But, gentlemen, if you know anything of oratory, this is a for-
midable group of speakers.

There’s a story of the Al Smiths.  Al Smith’s great-grandfather 
was holding a big confab of Irish businessmen, clergy, and politi-
cians in the city of New York.  Any Irishman of any account was 
on the general committee.  The hoteliers and restaurateurs, eager 
for convention contracts, had submitted bids, but to the surprise 
of all, the contract was awarded to a group of 33rd degree Masons.

This was too much for one brash Irishman by the name of Mi-
chael, who had succeeded to break through the barriers of Protes-
tant obstinacy to become a successful hotelier in the city.  Furious, 
he went to see Al Smith, saying, “Al, this is the limit.  I am the first 
Irishman to get into the hotel business.  I run the hotel on strictly 
Irish lines.  I never serve meat on Friday, never charge a priest for 
his meals.  I rent the ballroom to the Knights of Columbus for half 
price and charge the Protestants double.  After years of privation, 
something big like this comes along, and you give the contract to 
a bunch of 33rd degree Masons.  How do you explain it?”

Al said to him, “Mike, when will you ever learn?  The only 
time the Irish stand together is for the last gospel at Sunday mass.”

Gentlemen, that concludes my remarks, the toast to the Pres-
ident of the United States.  As the widow of the late Owen Mc-
Givern said, the best speech is a finished speech.

I would like to just take a moment and present to Cardinal 
Dolan this check for $500,000 for the St. Patrick’s Cathedral res-
toration fund.

(Applause)
To disprove Governor Smith’s statement that the Irish don't 

stand together, however, I would like you again to charge your 
glasses, please be upstanding, and join me in the toast to the day 
we celebrate.

(The toast was given.)
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Thank you.
Dr. John Lahey, President of Quinnipiac University.  His biog-

raphy on the Quinnipiac Web site mistakenly gives his place of 
birth as Riverdale.  We all know it’s the Bronx.

John is a graduate of Fordham Prep.  He received his bach-
elor’s and master’s degree in philosophy from the University of 
Dayton and his doctorate in philosophy from the University of 
Miami.  John’s Irish roots are in Counties Clare, Cork, and Kerry.

John is a man of extraordinary accomplishment.  While Quin-
nipiac was founded as a small college in New Haven in 1929, 
today it is fast becoming one of the most important universities in 
the eastern United States.  John has grown the student population 
from 2,000 students when he arrived to over 9,000 today.  In this 
compressed period of time, he started Quinnipiac’s law school in 
1992, the engineering school in 2012, and the medical school and 
Great Hunger Museum in 2013.  This is a remarkable record.

(Applause)
John has been true to his Irish roots.  Not only was he grand 

marshal of the parade in 1997, he served on the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade Committee for the past 25 years, and he has done the play-
by-play for the New York City broadcast media.

Most important to me, though — I’m an aficionado of muse-
ums — John graciously hosted us at the Hunger Museum in East 
Hamden, Connecticut, last spring.  John probably had to skip a 
golf date to be with us that Sunday morning, but he did tell us 
of the need of the Irish in the United States and Canada to pass 
along to succeeding generations the histories of the struggle and 
the famine.  The trustees of Quinnipiac backed him on this, and 
the museum was opened last year.

It’s my honor to welcome Dr. John Lahey to the podium.
DR. JOHN C. LAHEY:  Thank you for that very warm recep-

tion, and thank you, Jack, for that very kind and generous intro-
duction.

The last time I was at this dinner, as Jack mentioned, was in 
1997, when I was the grand marshal.  I told Jack, the President 
of the Friendly Sons, that I know why it has taken so long to in-
vite me back.  All my work on the Irish famine — or, as it’s now 
called, the Great Hunger — is not exactly dinner conversation.  
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He said, “John, we’re fine with the Great Hunger.  We’re wor-
ried about the Great Thirst.”

Of course, our hosts at the Sheraton have taken care of us this 
evening, I’m sure, in that regard.

I want to congratulate this year’s grand marshal, Jack Ahern, 
one of the great labor leaders in this country.

(Applause)
I tell you, when I was grand marshal, my job was not easy.  I 

found out the only way to make that many Irish walk in a straight 
line is to tell them it’s a sobriety test.  Already, our new mayor, 
de Blasio, has gotten more than his share of criticism, like about 
eating his pizza with a knife and a fork.  I couldn’t care less about 
how His Honor eats his pizza, but I would just say to the mayor, 
this crowd will not take it kindly if you drink your Guinness with 
a spoon.

In Mayor de Blasio’s defense, Mike Bloomberg is a tough act 
to follow.  

(Applause)
While he isn’t Irish himself, Mayor Bloomberg has always 

been beloved by the Irish community, probably because he’s a 
little man with a pot of gold.  (Laughter)

Mayor de Blasio decided not to march in the parade this year 
because the gays and lesbian groups are not able to march under 
their own banner.  As Vice Chairman of the Parade Committee, I 
understand his concerns.  I’m sure the Quinnipiac faculty is pre-
paring a vote of no confidence on me right now.

That’s why I decided to accept this speaking invitation.  My de-
fense will be this dinner, especially when I describe it as a roomful 
of 2,000 men who get drunk and friendly with each other.  (Laugh-
ter)

I’m also told that this is the only place where Ray Kelly him-
self gets stopped and frisked.

I also want to acknowledge our Cardinal Dolan, who will be 
speaking later this evening.  

(Applause)
As you know, Cardinal Dolan is a poster boy for how far our 

people have come since the Great Hunger.  (Laughter)
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Forgive me for that one, Your Eminence.  I’m still hoping for 
purgatory, at least.

But Cardinal Dolan has a sharp mind and a quick wit.  You 
may have heard about the time Cardinal Dolan got stopped for 
speeding late one night.  The officer smelled alcohol on Cardinal 
Dolan’s breath and saw an empty wine bottle on the floor of the 
car.  He said, “Sir, have you been drinking.”

“Just water,” said Cardinal Dolan, fingers crossed.  
The officer said, “Then why do I smell wine?”
Cardinal Dolan looks at the bottle and says, “Good Lord, he’s 

done it again!”  (Laughter)
One of the reasons I’m so honored, really, to be here is that this 

event brings my life full-circle.  Some of you know that I grew up 
in the Bronx.  My neighborhood was so Irish that I thought every-
one was Irish, because in my neighborhood they were — the fire-
men, the beat cop, the teacher, the priest.  Even the rabbi was Irish.

That said, when I was a kid, I did have one Italian friend.  His 
name was Pius XII.  

My parents were wonderful.  My father was a bricklayer and 
my mother taught school at St. Margaret’s school, my home par-
ish, for more than 40 years.  We weren’t very well-off.  My father 
used to do odd jobs on the weekends to make a little extra money.  
When I was 6 or 7, I asked to go with him one day.  I watched as 
he mixed the cement and the sand.  I idolized him.  I loved when 
he pointed out all the different buildings that he worked on here 
in New York.  I wanted to be helpful.  But when I tried to hand 
my dad a rag, I stepped in the bucket, and I was hopping around 
trying to get the cement off my shoes and my foot, and I knocked 
his trowel and his level into the cement.

Immediately my father said, “Go sit on that curb over there, 
and don't do a single thing.”

And that’s how I became an academic.  (Laughter)  He worked 
there for hours that day.  He told me, “Just sit there and think.”  
And that’s how I became a philosopher.

This was not the path my teachers expected of me.  I went to 
high school at Fordham Prep, in the Bronx.  Go Rams.  In my 
freshman year, I discovered four things:  tobacco, alcohol, wom-
en, and Scotty’s pool hall on Webster Avenue.  Now, any one of 
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those things could turn you into a failing student, and I pulled a 
royal flush and got into all four.

The headmaster at Fordham Prep at the time was an Irish Jesuit 
priest named Father O’Brien.  He told me I would graduate from 
Fordham Prep over his dead body.

I did end up graduating, and so at this point, I would like to ask 
for a moment of silence for Father O’Brien.  (Laughter)

I’m just kidding.  As far as I know, he’s still with us.
In fact, though, it was nine years after I graduated that I went 

back to visit Father O’Brien.  He asked me, “What have you been 
up to?”

I said, “Well, Father, I just earned my Ph.D. in philosophy.”
Without missing a beat, he said, “I always knew you were go-

ing to do well, John.  I never told you.”
I said, “Father, I can attest to the latter.”
To my great surprise, a few weeks ago, the new president of 

Fordham Prep got in touch with me, Father Chris Devron, who, 
I’m delighted to say, is here with us this evening.

He said, “Dr. Lahey, I’m calling because I see here you were at 
the top of your class.”

I said, “Father, I think you’re holding that list upside down.”
For the past 27 years, I have been the president of Quinnipiac 

University, which makes me one of the longest-serving presidents 
in the country.  As has been mentioned by Jack, in that time we 
added a law school, a nursing school, a medical school.  We even 
have a nationally recognized polling institute that I started.  All 
the spokesmen for the polls are Irishmen — Tim Malloy, Mickey 
Carroll.  But I have to confess, the numbers are crunched by a guy 
named Doug Schwartz.  Could you imagine if I had let the Irish 
run the entire poll?  The margin of error wouldn’t be in points; it 
would be in pints.

Among the many things I am proud of from my time at Quin-
nipiac University, the most relevant tonight is our Ireland’s Great 
Hunger Museum.  I’ve been proud, as Jack said, to welcome del-
egations from the Friendly Sons to visit the museum.  I certainly 
would extend an invitation to all of you to hopefully someday visit 
that wonderful museum.  We have the largest collection anywhere 
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in the world of art and educational materials related to Ireland’s 
Great Hunger.

But the museum would not have been possible without a gen-
erous gift from the son of two Jewish immigrants from Poland, the 
late Murray Lender of Lender’s Bagels.  Murray saw more clear-
ly than many of us the similarity between the Jewish and Irish 
suffering and immigrant experiences.  Murray Lender knew what 
I know:  that the story of the famine needs to be told, and told 
accurately, to correct historical misrepresentations of this terrible 
tragedy.

Growing up Irish, we have all heard about what happened 
during the famine, about the potato blight and the millions of Irish 
who suffered and died or were forced to leave Ireland.  Indeed, 
during the years of the famine, this very Society, the Friendly 
Sons, cancelled your annual dinners during those years and sent 
the money back to Ireland.  

(Applause)
What rarely gets accurately discussed is how, because of Brit-

ish indifference, food that might have saved the Irish people was 
being exported out of Ireland during all the years of the famine.  
Like most preventable tragedies, it was the result of ignorance and 
a callous disregard for human life.  And the only way to prevent 
those atrocities in the future from happening is through education.

When I was grand marshal of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, I 
spoke about this problem.  In 1997, on the 150th anniversary of 
Black ’47, the worst year of the famine, the parade in New York 
City stopped at 12 noon for its first-ever moment of silence.

But while the Great Hunger could stop the parade, it could not 
stop the will of the Irish.  There are two sides of the famine, not 
just the tragedy in Ireland, but the good fortune of America, and 
New York in particular.  One and a half million people died in Ire-
land during the Great Hunger, but millions more emigrated, par-
ticularly to America and New York City.  Almost all Irish-Ameri-
cans can trace our origins back to the Great Hunger.

In my case, it was my grandfather, Daniel Lahey, my father’s 
father, who came here as a kid.  His father, my great-grandfather, 
Michael Lahey, was actually born during the famine, in the town 
of Rossmore, just ten miles from Tralee.  A proud Kerryman, he 
survived the famine.  Then he got married and had a couple of 
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children, and decided that there were not enough opportunities for 
his family in Ireland and, like so many others, he left.  Initially he 
made his way to Canada and then, soon thereafter, to New York 
City.  

Let us never forget, the Irish built this nation and this city.  
We built the canals and the railroads.  We expanded the Catholic 
church into the most influential church in America.  We created 
the parochial school system.  We answered the call to service in 
the military, fire departments, and police departments.  We were 
elected to city government.  We built the unions and became the 
union leaders, like our grand marshal Jack Ahern.

Then we moved into corporate America and even reached the 
nation’s highest office.  

Our ancestors came to this country with a desire for freedom 
and opportunity and a better life for them and their families.  They 
were not hungry for potatoes, but for prosperity, not thirsty for 
Guinness, but for greatness.

Even though Quinnipiac is not a Catholic school, our Latin 
motto might well be Irish:  “Qui Transtulit Sustinet,” “He who 
transplants sustains.”

Tonight I stand before a room full of transplants and the de-
scendants of transplants, who trace their roots from Limerick to 
Longford, Mayo to Meath, Kerry to Kildare, and every county in 
between.

PARTICIPANT:  Hear! Hear!
DR. LAHEY:  I know we have found the way to sustain our 

Irish heritage and our Irish values.
Tonight as you enjoyed a meal our ancestors could only dream 

of, I hope that, like me, you are grateful and proud to be Irish and 
that you always remember our American dream started with an 
Irish hunger. 

God bless the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, God bless the Irish, 
and God bless the United States of America.

(Applause)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Doctor, this year the Charities Com-

mittee of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick wants to make a small 
gift for the operating expenses of the Great Hunger Museum.  I’m 
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happy to present you with a check from the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of St. Patrick.

(Applause)
Gentlemen, please charge your glasses.  Please be upstanding.  

To the United States.
(The toast was given.)
Please be seated.
I like that you’re all so obedient.  In the Midwest, Sister Blanche 

Marie had one of those little clickers, and you knew when to stand 
up and kneel.  Sister Blanche Marie is still alive, a Dominican, 
and she’s practicing law in Michigan.  They were the Adrian Do-
minicans of Michigan.  I used to have to sit every day in the back 
of St. Dominic’s Church with Sister Blanche Marie because of 
deportment.

Cardinal Dolan is a man who has toiled selflessly in the vine-
yard of the Lord.  Being of Midwestern stock, it’s probably more 
apt to say that he has worked tirelessly in the Lord’s fields of hops, 
wheat, and barley.  My wife and I had a wonderful introduction to 
the less official side of Cardinal Dolan when he was interviewed 
on satellite radio last summer as we drove up to the Adirondacks.  
We learned from the interview that he is a man of particular culi-
nary tastes.  When asked what his favorite food was, he replied, 
“Pie.”  What kind of pie, one might ask.  “Cherry or peach, but I 
really prefer cherry.”

The show proceeded with the Cardinal taking calls and answer-
ing questions.  When one of the announcers gleefully said, “Hold 
on.  We have a special call-in guest on the line, your mother,” the 
Cardinal exclaimed, “Jeez, where’s the mute button?”

I will note that the periodic interviews with the Archbishop at 
that time were started by Cardinal Dolan’s predecessor, Edward 
Cardinal Egan, a wiz at the new social media.

Timothy Cardinal Dolan was born the first of five children in 
1950.  His education was at Holy Infant School, where he was 
taught by the Sisters of Mercy of Drogheda, County Meath, a 
group of nuns who emigrated to the United States in 1956.  He 
remained in close contact with the sisters, several of whom were 
present at his ordination and one of whom was present at his in-
stallation as bishop.
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When young Tim was in first grade — and my source materials 
are impeccable — one of the sisters asked him which of the Saints 
Timothy he was named after.  He was perplexed.  Unable to come 
up with an answer, upon returning home, he asked his mother.  
His mother replied, “We were only thinking of your grandfather, 
Timothy, and believe me, he was no saint.”

A lot has happened in the intervening years since 2009.  
Then-Archbishop Dolan was named President of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops, a position which he served in from 2010 
to 2013.  He was elevated to the College of Cardinals in February 
2012.

We are indeed privileged to have two cardinals on the dais this 
evening.

I recall a late-afternoon conversation I had with Father Joe 
McShane when he was President of Scranton University.  We were 
looking out at the sun setting over a coal pile in eastern Appala-
chia.  I asked him what his greatest challenge was as a university 
president, to which he quickly replied, “Deferred maintenance.”

Yes, you did.  And you have a better memory than me.
Well, Cardinal Dolan himself is no stranger to this issue.  On 

March 17, 2012, he announced a $175 million project for the res-
toration of St. Patrick’s Cathedral.  Led by Past President Mark 
Codd, Almoner John Fitzsimons, Treasurer Tom Sullivan, the So-
ciety of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick made that pledge for half 
a million dollars to the project at our meeting in January 2013.  

Gentlemen, if you’re guessing where I’m going with this, yes, 
there will be a second collection.

I am honored to invite His Eminence Cardinal Timothy Mi-
chael Patrick Dolan to the podium.

(Applause)
CARDINAL DOLAN:  Thank you.  Thank you, gentlemen, for 

that extraordinarily warm welcome.
Ah, but I’m no fool.  I know that you’re only happy to see me 

because when you all get home much later this evening, you can 
say to your wife, “Honey, settle down.  I was with the Cardinal all 
evening.”  I am the best alibi around.  

Cardinal Egan and Bishop Walsh and Bishop Dimarzio and 
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Bishop Murphy and Bishop Cisneros are here as well.
Mr. Walton, Ambassador Kilkenny, so many brother priests, 

and friendly Friendly Sons of St. Patrick indeed, I am very grate-
ful for the gracious invitation and your extraordinarily warm wel-
come.

To start this beautiful day with the holy sacrifice of the mass 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, to view the parade for four hours out in 
the cold, to greet old friends and to make so many new ones, and 
to conclude with the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick — what else do 
I need?  Unless somebody has a couple aspirins and an Alka-Selt-
zer.

Gentlemen, in all seriousness, you have to know how deep-
ly grateful I am for your very generous contribution to the no-
ble cause of the repair and restoration of our cathedral.  Early 
this morning, I met with Jack and with Mark Codd and Matt Mc-
Laughlin and John Fitzsimons, all distinguished officers of our 
Friendly Sons.  They gave me the good news of this check for a 
half-million dollars.  Hear this grateful archbishop say thank you 
very much.  But I couldn’t think of a more appropriate group for 
that gift to come from, could you, then the Friendly Sons of St. 
Patrick?  Thank you very much.

The campaign has gone all right.  It’s about $180 million, and 
we’re about halfway there, a little farther, thanks to all of you.

I have to tell you my favorite St. Patrick story.  When I got 
here and when the different clergy of all the different religions 
so thoughtfully hosted a luncheon for me, the rector of Christ 
Church Methodist on Park Avenue stood up to propose a toast, 
but he started by saying, “Archbishop, I’m very jealous of you.”  
I said, “Uh-oh.”

He said, “It seems like we had a benefactor come in from Phil-
adelphia to give me a million dollars, and when he got in the cab at 
Penn Station, he told the cabbie to take him to Christ Church and 
the cabbie drove him to St. Patrick’s Cathedral.”

The gentleman from the back said, “Cabbie, I asked you to 
take me to Christ Church.  This is not Christ Church.  This is St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral.”

The cabbie said, “Listen, buster, I don't  know a thing about 
religion.  All I know, here in New York, this is where Christ lives.  
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All right?”  (Laughter)
What a grand crowd you are this evening, and how honored I 

am to be a part of it.
Commissioner Ray Kelly, what a joy to see you.  Isn’t it?
(Applause)
Way to go.
It was a little touching when I came.  How things have changed.  

There was Commissioner Kelly out in the front arguing with a cop 
who had just ticketed his car.  You know how things have changed.

One of the many contributions of Commissioner Kelly is the 
great diversity that he brought to the police department.  Fifty 
years ago, diversity in the New York City Police Department 
meant that there were as many guys from County Tipperary as 
there were from County Mayo.  Now how things have changed.

You know who else is here, I’m happy to see?  Rob Astorino, 
the county executive.  Rob, you think the odds are against you; 
you should have been in my place in the conclave in the Sistine 
Chapel this time last year, when folks thought I had a chance.  
(Laughter)

You think you’ve got trouble with name recognition?  When 
I was walking through the entranceway coming here, somebody 
yelled out, “Look, honey, Governor Christie.”  Now, this is bad.  
(Laughter)

You’ve got to admit a little nostalgia, don't you?  Remember 
when the Irish ran all the politics in New York City?  Remember 
that?  And what have we got now?  We’ve got Astorino.  We’ve 
got Cuomo.  We’ve got de Blasio.  We’ve come from Tammany 
Hall to Mama Leone’s.  Good Lord, we Irish used to argue about 
jobs and rent and immigration, and these three guys argue about 
whose mom’s lasagna recipe is the best.

Rob, whatever happens, we admire you very much.  We appre-
ciate your company this evening.

You’re not going to be surprised that my toast this evening 
talks about faith.  Jack was kind enough to refer to the wonderful 
Irish sisters who taught me in grade school.  I owe them so much.  
One of them, who taught me in second, fourth, and fifth grades, 
Sister Mary Bosco, is still alive.  She’s still teaching Bible and 
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catechism in Kiltegan in Ireland.  I just got a note from her.  She 
was a little down in the dumps, Sister Bosco was.  She teaches 
9-year-olds the Bible, and she had given them a test and the kids 
didn’t do that well.  She shared some of the answers with me, 
and I thought you might be interested in how Sister Mary Bosco’s 
9-year-olds did.

She asked them what the first book of the Bible was, and one of 
them said, “It’s Guinnesses.  The first book of the Bible is Guin-
nesses.  After six days of work, God had some and then took the 
Sabbath off.”  I don't know what’s going on here.

She told them about Lot’s wife and asked about it on the test.  
One of them responded, “Lot’s wife was a pillar of salt by day, but 
a ball of fire at night.”

Get this one:  Sampson slayed the Philistines with the ax of the 
apostles.

One of the poor kids had a little trouble with spelling.  She had 
tried to teach them the difference between the Jews and the gen-
tiles.  The guy said, “The Jews were a proud people, and through-
out history, they had a lot of trouble with unsympathetic genitals.”

Poor sister.  My Lord.
“The Egyptians,” one of them wrote, “were all drowned in the 

desert, and afterwards, Moses went up on Mount Sinai to get the 
Ten Amendments.” 

She asked them about the commandments.  She asked about 
the fourth commandment.  One of the kids said, “Humor your 
father and your mother.”

She asked about the sixth commandment, and one of the kids 
said, “Thou shalt not admit adultery.”

She taught them about Joshua.  Remember how he stopped the 
sun, s-u-n, and won the battle?  This kid said, “The greatest mira-
cle in the Bible is when Joshua told his teenage son to stand still, 
and the kid obeyed him.”

What about St. Paul?  “St. Paul,” this fourth-grade said, “ca-
vorted to Christianity.” 

“He preached holy acrimony, which is just another name for 
marriage.”

“Christians have only one spouse,” another one says, “and this 
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is called monotony.”
Poor Sister Bosco.
“Hail, glorious St. Patrick, dear saint of our isle/To us thy poor 

children be gracious a while/We pray to thee high in the mansions 
above/On Erin's green valleys to look down in love.”

Let me get down to just a bit of business this evening, gentle-
men, and fulfill the task so thoughtfully given to me as I reply to 
the toast on the day we celebrate.

The day we celebrate happens to be a holy day, a feast day, the 
heavenly birthday of the patron of the country which gave us our 
DNA, our character, our names, and our families, the patron of 
this great archdiocese and of the cathedral which proudly bears 
his name.  

“Hail glorious St. Patrick, thy words were once strong/Against 
Satan’s wiles and a heretic throng/Not less in thy might where in 
Heaven thou art/Oh, come to our aid and in our battle take part!”

The day we celebrate, gentlemen, is St. Patrick’s Day.  Citi-
zen of the Roman Empire, a Christian, kidnapped, in slavery in 
Ireland, a shepherd, a slave, then an escapee and a refugee.  Back 
home to England, a priest, a bishop, a missionary, an apostle, an 
evangelist.  Back to the island, once his jail and now his pulpit 
and his altar, setting as his goal to convert the captors who had 
enchanted him, to convert, yes, to Jesus and his church, but to 
convert, to turn the people of Ireland from their dark side, which 
he had experienced firsthand, to their bright side, which he had 
also seen.

He had seen their dark side indeed — their violence and their 
temper, their revenge and their savagery, their primitive rawness.  
But he had seen their bright side — their tenderness, their laugh-
ter, their loyalty, their resilience, and their sense of the divine.

The reign of darkness he had seen in slavery in Ireland, as he 
himself had once been in shackles and as most of Ireland’s folk 
were treated as chattel, as property, less than human, as slaves.  
He tapped into the reign of light he had seen twinkle in their eyes 
as he preached a God who had freed all of us from slavery to sin, 
Satan, and selfishness, a God who made us his children, worthy of 
dignity, respect, and freedom.  The dark side of Ireland he beheld 
in the raw, primitive practice of human sacrifice that was prevalent 
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at the time in Ireland, as it was custom to kill children, women, 
and the weak in sacrifice to numberless gods whose ire needed 
balm.

So St. Patrick preached a gospel of one true God whose own 
son had offered the ultimate sacrifice on a hill called, not Tara or 
Slane, but Calvary, the only sacrifice now ever needed.

Patrick saw darkness as clans fought with brute, raw violence, 
each trying to outdo the other in sadism, each driven by revenge 
and the inability to forgive and forget, and he coaxed them to be-
lieve in a savior who had preached love, forgiveness, and recon-
ciliation.  

He saw people of faith indeed, but a strange faith, misplaced 
in hundreds of false gods, pagan gods, identified with nature and 
spells and superstition.  He taught a one true God, revealed in his 
thought, alive in his spirit, accessible in his church, hinted at in the 
shamrock, the well, the rock, the hill, the mountain, whose Good 
Friday was evident in long winters and whose Easter was radiant 
in sunrise and spring and summer and lush green meadows and 
turf fire and new harvests.

And light, my friends, the light of Christ, the light lit by Patrick 
prevailed in Ireland.

“In the war against sin and the fight for the faith/Dear Saint, 
may thy children resist to the death/Their strength be in meekness 
and penance and prayer/Their banner the Cross, which they glory 
to bear.”

Ireland’s light of faith, the light of Christ given by Patrick, 
in the hearth of Holy Mother Church, then reignited the fading 
embers of dying truth in Europe, as Patrick’s spiritual sons and 
daughters reclaimed the continent for the Lord.

And Ireland’s light of faith was tested, wasn’t it, by centuries 
of oppression by their neighbor, who at first took only property — 
home, crops, freedom — but then tried to take their faith, which 
only made the Irish more tenacious in clinging to that pearl of 
great price.

Even the nature that they once had wrongly worshipped but 
then rightly cherished turned on them to ruin their potato crop and 
bring a famine, felling a third of their folk, as with a moistened 
eye and swollen bellies, they came in ships called coffins here, 
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with nothing in pocket or tummy, but a soul still afire, as lit by 
St. Patrick, to be met by a man named John from a county called 
Tyrone, who saw in them not the dirt, the disease, the drunken-
ness and misdeeds the elite class of New York stereotyped, but 
the dignity, the loyalty, the resilience, and faith that Patrick had 
earlier unleashed.  This man named John Hughes, whose cross 
I proudly wear this evening, assured them that they were now at 
home, they were free, they were Catholic, they had rights, they 
could hold their heads high, they should never forget Ireland, they 
could build a cathedral, and they should pause every March 17th.

“Thy people, now exiles on many a shore/Shall love and revere 
thee till time be no more/The fire thou hast kindled shall ever burn 
bright/Its warmth undiminished, undying its light.”

Hail, glorious St. Patrick.  It’s his day we celebrate, brothers, 
and gladly we do, for the pride of the Irish is still found in ever 
so few.  On earth our faith sustains us, our true home in heaven, 
where our ancestors have met, for God and St. Patrick, may we 
never forget.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day.
(Applause)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Dr. Lahey, Your Eminence Cardinal 

Dolan, gentlemen, that concludes the 230th anniversary meeting of 
the Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick.  Thank you both 
very, very much for being here and gracing us with your presence.

(Adjourned:  9:44 p.m.)
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REGULAR STATED MEETING 

held at

The Princeton Club

New York, New York

May 5, 2014

The Regular Stated Meeting of the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of Saint Patrick in the City of New York, held on Monday 
May 5, 2014, at The Princeton Club, 15 West 43rd Street, New 
York City, was called to order by the President of the Society, John 
C. Walton.

PRESIDENT JOHN C. WALTON:  Gentlemen, please take 
your seats.  There are some seats up here towards the front.

Gentlemen, I call to order the May meeting of the Society of 
the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the City of New York.  I invite 
our Glee Club Director, Kevin Faughey, to lead the Society in the 
singing of “The Hail of the Friendly Sons.”

(“The Hail of the Friendly Sons” was performed by the Glee 
Club.)

PRESIDENT WALTON:  I would now ask Father O’Connell 
please to come up and lead us in grace.

FR. MARK O’CONNELL:  In the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Almighty God, we thank you for bringing us together as we 
commemorate the name of St. Patrick.  We ask you to make his 
spirit present among us.  We also ask You to bless us and to bless 
the food which we are about to receive from the bountiful hands 
of Christ, your Son, and our Lord.  Amen.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you very much.
Gentlemen, enjoy your dinner.  The formal part of our presen-

tation will continue after dinner is served.  Thank you.
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(Dinner was served.)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, while we are being 

served, I think it is apropos that we start the rest of our meeting 
right now.

I would like to recognize our Secretary, John Coleman, for the 
purpose of reading the minutes of the January meeting.

PARTICIPANT:  Hear, hear, let them be read.
PARTICIPANT:  Mr. President, I recommend that we dispense 

with the reading of the minutes and accept them into the record.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Do I hear a second?
PARTICIPANT:  Second.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  All in favor?
(Chorus of ayes)
The motion is carried.
Now I would like to recognize Tom Sullivan, our Treasurer, to 

render his report.
MR. THOMAS H. SULLIVAN:  Thank you, Mr. President, 

and fellow Friendly Sons.
Dovetailing on my last report due in the beginning of January, 

the cash on hand as of that time was $172,261.  Since then our 
receipts for the period from January 1 through April 30, primarily 
from dinner subscriptions and dues, came to $591,391.

In addition, we have transferred $200,000 from the capital 
fund, primarily to fund the gift to the Archdiocesan and building 
project for Saint Patrick’s Cathedral.

(Applause)
It is great to hear your applause.
The total, therefore, of the cash on hand and the receipts since 

my last report comes to $963,652.  Our disbursements for the 
same period came to $536,723, leaving on hand as of April 30th 
in the general fund $426,929.

However, I must point out that the checks outstanding for the 
payment of the bills that we have incurred in connection with the 
dinner come to $298,384.  So a realistic snapshot of the cash avail-
able going forward is $128,545 in the general fund.
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The market value in our capital fund as of April 30th came to 
$2,552,218.

Gentlemen, that concludes my report.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you, Tom.
(Applause)
May I entertain a motion to approve Tom’s report?
MEMBER:  So moved.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Second?
MEMBER:  Second.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  All in favor?
(Chorus of ayes) 
It is now my sad duty to report the names of the members who 

have passed away since our last meeting:  the Reverend John W. 
Lennon, Arthur J. Dunne Jr., Gerald E. McCarthy, Donald P. Duff, 
Lawrence Cullen, Joseph Quinlan, Robert J. Walsh, and The Most 
Reverend William J. McCormick.

A committee will be appointed to prepare suitable memorials 
to be published in our yearbook.  If any of you know the deceased 
members, please contact our Historian, Michael Doyle.

I would ask you know to please observe a moment of silent in 
memory of our deceased members.

(Moment of silence.)
Thank you, gentlemen.
Lawrence Cooke, who is the head of our Admissions Commit-

tee, has hazardous duty this evening in Las Vegas, where he is on 
a case, so I will render the report for the Admissions Committee.

The following members were elected to the Society at the May 
5th meeting, and we recommend the admission of the following 
individuals to Active Membership:  William Brody, Ryan Campi, 
Michael Conway, Kenneth Craig, Casey Cunniffe, Robert Cum-
mins, Steve Elvin, Liam Galvin, James Hennnelly, Thomas Hig-
gins, William Joyce, David Keefe, Jr., Oran Kennedy, William 
Lee III, Austin McCann Jr., Terrence McCormick, David McGill, 
David Showers, Edward F. Smith, Edward A. Smith, Kevin P. 
Smith, Edmund J. Smyth, and Justin A. Thornton.  It was a good 
year for the Smiths and Smythes.  (Laughter)
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The Committee also recommends the following for Life Mem-
bership:  Patrick Duff.

May I have a motion to approve the membership of these mem-
bers?

MEMBER:  So moved.
MEMBER:  Second.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  All in favor?
(Chorus of ayes)
Seeing that John Waldron is not present, the head of the Char-

ities Committee, I will dispense with his report.  We will report it 
to you via email.

It is now my duty, under our bylaws, to propose a Nominating 
Committee to recommend to the membership those to serve as 
officers of the Society and voted upon at the Annual Meeting in 
November.  I hereby designate the following members to serve on 
the Nominating Committee:  Thomas O’Brien, Al Smith IV, Vic 
Ziminsky, Bob Reilly, Ray Teatum, Peter Scales, William O’Ha-
gan, John Queenan, and as Chairman of the Committee Past Pres-
ident Mark Codd.

May I have a motion to move the preceding as the Nominating 
Committee?

PARTICIPANT:  So moved.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Second?
PARTICIPANT:  Second.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  All in favor?
(Chorus of ayes)
Now we can get down to listening to our invited guest, who has 

come across the Atlantic to speak with us this evening.
I have entertained quite a few phone calls from people who 

wanted to know how I became aware of Baroness Blood and her 
work.  The answer is really quite simple.  My sister met Brian 
Dickie at Harvard and they got married two years after that.  Bri-
an has been a big supporter of the Integrated Education Fund in 
Northern Ireland.

Brian was president of Booz-Allen in the United States and he 
is a partner at Investcorp.  But I know him for his humor.  I like 
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to talk about humor.  Brian visited Oxford with Sue and Jeanette 
and I, and he said to us — we were visiting, I think it was Balliol 
— and he said, “If I stand in one place too long, a development 
officer will appear out of the woodwork.”  Wouldn’t you know?  
We were there in this great room where they had their dinners, and 
somebody comes trotting down, “Oh, Brian Dickie, so lovely to 
see you.”  You know, they know where the bacon is.

May Blood grew up in a working-class area of Belfast, and 
the richness of family life and strong sense of community were 
compensating for the lack of material possessions.  At the age of 
fourteen, she became a mill worker and eventually got involved 
in the trade union movement, struggling to improve the working 
conditions and advance the role of women.

The advent of the Troubles in Northern Ireland was a deeply 
traumatic experience for her.  Brought up in a mixed community, 
she watched in disbelief and horror as that community disintegrat-
ed under the impact of inter-communal strife.

She became increasingly involved in grassroots community 
work and an active participant in developing the peace process.

In 1999, in recognition of her years of trade union and commu-
nity endeavors, May Blood was offered a life peerage and a seat in 
the House of Lords.  Her initial response was to decline the offer.  
Nevertheless she took her seat, knowing that her work could be 
fulfilled as a baroness.

She has lived to see an end of the Troubles but a society still 
deeply divided and one still needing undiminished energy and 
commitment.

May is the campaign chair of the Integrated Education Fund 
in Northern Ireland, a position she has held since 2002.  She has 
helped raise over $20 million to support the development and 
growth of integrated schools where children of all faiths, or none, 
are educated together in an environment where religious and cul-
tural diversity is celebrated and encouraged.

In the United States, organizations such as the American Ireland 
Fund and the Irish American Partnership have been longstanding 
supporters of the  work of the Integrated Education Fund.  Suc-
cessive U.S. administrations and peace envoys have also proved 
to be passionate advocates of integrated education and the wider 
societal benefits that it has proved to bring.
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It is my great honor to welcome Baroness Blood to the podium.
(Applause)
BARONESS MAY BLOOD:  I just say now it is a great priv-

ilege to have many men stand up and clap for me — (Laughter) 
— and not run in the other direction.

First of all, I want to thank Jack for inviting me here tonight.  
When I first heard of the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick, my mind 
went back to a couple of years ago in the House of Lords.  A group 
of us had gotten together to celebrate Saint Patrick’s Day.  I was 
asked to speak at one of the events that was taking place.  

I said then, “Here is really stunning news.  There are three 
things in Northern Ireland that everybody agrees on, and that is 
stunning news.  That really is.  What are the three things?  One 
is that both communities think God is on their side — whatever 
side it is.  The second thing is that we all believe Saint Patrick is 
our Saint.  And the third thing was we all love George Mitchell.  
Those are the three things that in Northern Ireland we all agree 
about.”

(Applause)
It is a real privilege to be here tonight and just tell you some-

thing about myself, and also something about the work that we are 
involved in back in Northern Ireland.  I know many of you, from 
speaking to some of you earlier, take a great interest in what is 
happening in Ireland, and in Northern Ireland in particular.

Jack is quite right.  Very often when I am introduced I have to 
say it takes me back to a couple of years ago.  I heard a previous 
Archbishop of Canterbury say that he was introduced one night to 
speak and while the man was introducing him, he was saying two 
prayers, one for the man who was telling the lies and himself for 
enjoying them.  (Laughter)

Coming from my background — and I want to just say a little 
bit about my own personal background and then talk to you a little 
bit about integrated education and what that actually means and 
why we are trying to get into the psyche of Northern Ireland that 
the way forward is to be together.

I met someone the other day, and they said to me, “We are so 
pleased that you work for both communities.”  I don’t consider it 
that — Northern Ireland is one community, and I work for both, 
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and I work for all.  There is underachievement in education, there 
is poverty, there is a whole host of things pertaining to both com-
munities.  So, therefore, I don’t make any division.

My own background:  As Jack has said, I was born into a work-
ing-class family in the middle of Belfast.  I am proud to be Belfast 
born, as you have guessed by my accent.  I was born into a family 
of seven.  My mom and dad (inaudible).

Housing conditions:  no such a thing as hot water, certainly no 
such a thing as a bathroom.  I’m on record as saying “go into the 
toilet” meant going on safari.  (Laughter)

But I grew up in a house where the principles of the labor 
movement were talked about every day.  My father would not 
have had a great thing for Christian principles; in many ways my 
father probably would have pretended to be a communist.  But he 
reared his family to believe that people were people and it didn’t 
make any difference.

I was born into an area where nobody had anything more than 
anybody else.  I was saying earlier today one of my earliest expe-
riences was, just after the Second World War — and I was born 
just fourteen months before the Second World War broke out, I 
tell everybody, “It wasn’t my fault, honestly,” because in Northern 
Ireland people were saying it was.

My earliest memory of that time was just after the end of the 
Second World War.  The good folk in America sent over large 
boxes of red apples to schoolchildren in Northern Ireland.  I was 
born into a mixed area, as Jack has said, Protestants and Catholics 
living side by side in a working-class area, very poor.  When we 
were told to go to the school, myself and the Catholic boy who 
lived facing me, we went to the school in the Protestant area and 
we got two apples each.  Then we came home and we went to his 
school in the Falls Road and we got two more apples.

That’s the way life was in those days, and I grew up in that 
atmosphere.

I left school at the age of fourteen with very little qualifica-
tions.  In fact, my only qualification that I remember — before I 
left school, the assistant principal sent for me and she said to me, 
“You’re a hussy and you’ll never be anything else.”  I ran all the 
way home.  I thought it was a compliment.  (Laughter)
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Of course, when I got home things were different.
I was born into that kind of an atmosphere.  I went to work in 

the mill, as Jack has said.  I went to work in the mill for a fortnight.  
My mother had gotten a job in an office, which, when I was a wee 
girl, was quite a prestige thing.  The women worked at home in 
those days, if they even got work.  I went to work in the mill for a 
fortnight and I stayed thirty-eight years.  I loved the mill.

Anybody who has ever worked in a linen mill will tell you the 
same thing.  It was a community within of a community.  Once 
we went through the mill gate we were one.  There was only one 
enemy in the mill, and that was the guy in the white coat.  That 
really was true.

I say this again just for fun.  I worked in a room of ninety-eight 
women and two men.   As I travel around, I speak to many wom-
en’s groups and they talk about sexual harassment.  I say to them, 
“You don’t know what you’re talking about.  We harassed those 
two men and it was great fun.”  (Laughter)

I met someone recently after the mill was closed from those 
years.  I met him recently and I could still see the fear in his eyes, 
which I think wasn’t a bad thing.  (Laughter)

But as I say, when I was thirty-one years of age, the area I lived 
in absolutely disintegrated.  Protestants and Catholics had lived 
side-by-side all their lives, and we were told as Protestants that the 
neighbors next-door were the enemy.  I couldn’t figure that out.  
When did they become the enemy?  What had they done to make 
them the enemy?  What was happening?  And we were told we 
were not to associate with them because they were Catholics and 
they were going to come and shoot all the Protestants.

Being a good trade unionist, I formed a committee to try and 
save the area.  We thought if we got a committee together we 
could solve this problem.  The problem was much bigger than we 
were.  

In two short years, that area fell into the most appalling trou-
bles.  People started to barricade themselves into their own streets.  
When I went to work in the morning I had to climb over the barri-
cades and when I came back at night I had to climb back.

The other thing is people very often portray those days as Prot-
estants and Catholics at each other throats.  On a Saturday morn-
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ing where I lived there was a main road.  The Catholic community, 
more or less, had gone to that side; the Protestant community was 
living on this side.  Protestant women used to go up to the bar-
ricades and the Catholic women used to hand a note over with 
money, and we did all their shopping and took it back and handed 
it over the barricades.  That’s how much we were enemies.  

People at that stage didn’t know what was going on.  For me it 
was really a dreadful experience.  I couldn’t understand.

Just to cut a long story short, one night the Protestant bully 
boys came to burn our Catholic neighbors out.  My dad went out 
and said, “Now, come on, boys.  This woman isn’t doing you any 
harm.  She’s only rearing a family.”  They went away quite happy.  
They came back a fortnight later and burned us out because we 
then became the enemy in our own community.  That was a dread-
ful experience for me.  I never could get my mind around that.  

Of course, at that time you had to live in Belfast to know what 
it was like.  Unfortunately at that time, the Troubles took hold, and 
we moved out and I moved into a more or less ghetto because we 
couldn’t get a house anywhere else.  I still live there.

I found myself an enemy within my own community because I 
never quite could understand how ordinary working people, Prot-
estant or Catholic, could be enemies.  And the whole Troubles, it 
was unbearable.  

So all my life, in the last forty years, I have attempted to try 
and redress some of that, to try and bring communities together.  

I live about 200 yards from the Belfast Peace Wall.  I have to 
tell you, at the height of the Troubles, women found their way 
round that wall and worked together for the good of both com-
munities. 

I said to Jack earlier, if the true story of Northern Ireland ever 
comes to be written, it will have to be largely about women.  They 
held the line in the very darkest days of the Troubles.

(Applause)
But it is a real privilege to speak to you tonight and to tell you 

it’s not all doom and gloom.  Of course, a lot of bad things hap-
pened in Northern Ireland during those forty years, and there’s 
no denying that.  I’ve seen some of the most appalling sights and 
many times I had my life threatened.  One time I had acid poured 
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over my car and a note left saying, “It’s your car this time” — just 
because you were standing up for your belief that people were 
people and they shouldn’t be treated like this.

That’s the way life was.  It was really, really a dark, dark, dark 
time.  

Now, we should pause and reflect, because for those of you 
who go back to Northern Ireland, I hope you all take the chance to 
go back and see the changes.  

I was speaking to someone earlier about Derry.  You wouldn’t 
recognize Derry today compared to what it was during the Trou-
bles.  Derry has reformed itself and all that.

But we should pause and reflect, because many, many great 
things have come to Northern Ireland in recent times.  

Who would have thought it possible that traditional hard-line 
unionists and republicans, once so bitterly involved in dire con-
flict, would be working together in Stormont in a shared govern-
ment? 

Who would imagine Martin McGuinness, former IRA leader in 
Derry, meeting Her Majesty the Queen?

Or the President of Ireland, Michael D. Higgins, would under-
take an official visit to the United Kingdom?  It was my privilege 
when he came to the House of Lords to be his greeter.  It really 
was a real privilege.  Michael D.’s visit to England and to Lon-
don couldn’t have been more successful.  That’s a real sign of the 
times.

But all of this would have been unimaginable a few years ago.  
In fact, if you had suggested it five years ago, people would have 
said you were on magic mushrooms.  They would not have be-
lieved it would be possible.

These are times of great change in Northern Ireland.  But they 
are also times of great challenge.  Beyond the significance and 
symbolism of political events, we should also look at all the great 
things that are happening.  

Derry was a City of Culture last year — fantastic success.  We 
had the staging of the MTV European Music Awards.  We have 
had the Irish Open Golf Tournament at Royal Portrush.  We had 
the World Fire and Police Games.  Even this weekend, we have 
the Giro d’Italia bike race starting in Northern Ireland and going 
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across the province.
Hosting such national and international events would never 

have been possible — even thought of — four or five years ago.  
So there are good things happening in Northern Ireland.

Such developments don’t happen by accident, of course.  
They’re really hard work.  You folks who are involved in charities 
all know just how hard that work is.  It has been a really collective 
effort by many people back home, including our politicians, but 
also including people at the community level.  All these things are 
political and diplomatically, I hope, are being worked out.

Jobs are beginning to come back to Northern Ireland.  Young 
people are beginning to get some hope.  And that’s good, because 
I’ve always believed if we get a young person a job, with perhaps 
the money for a little house and a car at the door, they are well on 
their way to making their life.

I was saying earlier at our table I work among young people, 
sixteen years of age, who can’t even read and write.  Yet we’re 
told that Northern Ireland has the best education system in the 
world.  What happened to these young people?  They leave school 
at fifteen and can’t read and write.  That’s a disgrace on any ser-
vice, particularly education.

But the most frightening fact of these young people is that 
many of them are already parents, and so that’s passed on to an-
other generation and another generation.  We’re working with that.

But as I say, these things wouldn’t have happened without a lot 
of effort by a lot of people.  Of course, I want to say here tonight 
that a lot of this would never have happened without the support 
of successive United States administrations.  

Those in Irish-America, many in this room tonight, have col-
lectively given your support to what’s happening back in North-
ern Ireland.  You should be proud of the fact that you’ve been 
involved in that.  

There has been enormous solidarity and support from the Unit-
ed States, and the achievement of peace could not have happened 
— could not have happened — without the help of people like Bill 
Clinton and his administration, George Mitchell.  The list goes 
on — Richard Haass.  I worked with many of them over the years, 
and all the things that are happening in Northern Ireland then were 
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only a dream; today they’re a reality.  I have to thank you all in this 
room tonight for that.

However, while things are, without doubt, so much better than 
they once were, they aren’t as good as they should be or they 
ought to be.  

Sixteen years on from the Good Friday Agreement, a shared 
government, however welcome, has not created a shared society.  
We have reached a point when we needed to say what we are try-
ing to really do?  Do we really want a shared future for our people 
or do we just want a share in that future?  

One of the things that we’re attempting to do is to make a 
shared future a reality, a new future where the old traditions of 
orange and green no longer continue to dominate.  

We’re just coming up to two elections within a matter of weeks, 
and you see all the stuff that’s going on in the streets at the mo-
ment.  That all plays back into normal family life and into normal 
young people’s lives.

In many ways, Northern Ireland is still a very deeply segregat-
ed community, both politically, in class, and in education.  That is 
what we are working towards.  Community separation and divi-
sion threaten the many giant steps that we have taken in our peace 
process.  We’ve all seen the disruption in our streets in the form of 
the flag protests and the continued threat from the small groups of 
dissident republicans trying to drag us back to the past. 

But I have to tell you tonight it won’t work.  There are more 
good people trying to make a difference than there are trying to 
drag us back.

(Applause)
As Richard Haass, the former U.S. peace envoy and chair of 

the recent All-Party Talks, reflected, he said this at the talks:  “I 
don’t see the society sowing the seeds of normalization, of its own 
unity, if neighborhoods and schools are still divided.”  And he’s 
quite right.  He’s quite right.  

At this time of the year, we have what’s known locally as the 
marching season, when Northern Ireland just goes bananas.  Ev-
ery Saturday there can be a different reason to have trouble on the 
streets.  Yet all this other great stuff is going on alongside of it.

This brings me to why I’m particularly delighted that Jack has 
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asked me to speak here tonight, and it’s my passion in life.  It’s 
integrated education.  

Now, you may say to me, “What the devil is integrated edu-
cation?”  I remember when I first came to America to fund raise.  
We were at a dinner and the guy sitting beside me said, “I didn’t 
know you had blacks and whites in Northern Ireland.”  (Laughter)

I said, “No, no, I’m not talking of blacks and whites.”
“Oh,” he says, “you’re talking about boys and girls?”
I said, “No.  I’m talking about Protestants and Catholics.”
I have to say (inaudible) because I know religion is important 

too, but it is still taught back in Northern Ireland schools.  It’s part 
of the curriculum — and part of every school, not just Catholic 
schools.  Every school on the curriculum teaches religion.  

But I am passionate about integrated education.  I’ll tell you 
why.  I believed for many, many years that integrated education 
was only for the people who lived in the leafy greens of Belfast 
and could afford such (inaudible).  

When I got the title, I was invited — and I have been invited 
ninety times since — to prize giving.  You’re cheap, you’re free, 
you’re available, and so you’re there.  I was invited to a prize 
giving.

I went along to an integrated school, which was on the North 
Belfast peace line, one of the most notorious areas in Belfast — in 
fact, in Northern Ireland.  I witnessed there kids from the Shankill, 
kids from North Belfast, from (inaudible), all being educated to-
gether.  It absolutely blew my mind.  

I had the opportunity to visit the school and see what was ac-
tually happening on the Peace Lines in North Belfast.  I realized 
then that children coming from working-class areas could be edu-
cated and learn from one another — disadvantaged and polarized 
communities learning together in the same school.

In Northern Ireland today we have shared education in some 
of our schools.  I’m not opposed to that.  But shared education is 
only schools sharing an afternoon for special classes, like music 
or language. 

What’s wrong with our kids sitting side by side?  I personally 
believe that if you’re going to teach young people about religion, 
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it should be taught at home and in church.  I don’t think it should 
be a divisive issue in the schools at all.  Integrated education is 
best described as schools that educate children together of all 
faiths and none in an environment that celebrates their religious 
and cultural diversity.  

Several years ago, we had the chance to bring two of my young 
people over to the White House.  As I say, the American Admin-
istration has been supportive of us.  We had the chance to bring 
Daniel Atkins, a young man from one of our integrated colleges 
in Kearney.  He once described it this way, and I couldn’t describe 
it any better.  He said, “Integrated education is about learning to 
celebrate difference, not fear it, and that’s where we have to get 
to in Northern Ireland.”  They were very profound words from a 
young man.  

They put into my mind the words — they reminded me of John 
Hume, when John Hume was speaking when he was given the 
Nobel Peace Prize.  John Hume was a wonderful man and de-
served all the accolades he got.  He really worked hard for what 
he believed in.

John Hume said at that event, “All conflict is about difference, 
whether the difference is race, religion, or nationality. . . . Differ-
ence is an accident of birth and it should therefore never be the 
source of hatred and conflict.  The answer to difference is respect 
it.”

That’s what we try to teach in our schools.  We started the in-
tegrated movement some forty years ago, when twenty-eight chil-
dren and their very brave parents decided they wanted to be edu-
cated together.  They took over a local (inaudible) hall as a campus 
school.  Those children and their parents had to be escorted to the 
school and escorted home from the school by armed guards.  

When I reflect now — I was recently at the opening of this 
particular college that just got a brand-new, beautiful school for-
ty years after the event.  Today there are 1,200 children at that 
school, coming from twenty-eight children.  And that was people 
really taking a chance on educating their children together and 
also supporting one another in very, very different times.

But the aim of education is really quite simple.  It’s about help-
ing children to learn together, to play together, to build friendships 
and understand together, and to have the chance to learn about one 
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another.  It is a better vision for an education system with integra-
tion at its heart, where it is the norm, not the exception.

You may say to me, “But the schools in Northern Ireland are 
doing very well,” and I would agree with you.  Catholic education 
in Northern Ireland is second to none.  I’d agree with you.  The 
problem is, many of those young people go back to their own area 
and they never meet anybody from the other side, as we call it 
back home, until they get to university.  

Now, my point is, if it’s good enough at university, why is it 
not good enough when they’re three years of age?  What’s the 
problem?

We hope we are working towards a day when integrated educa-
tion will become the norm, not the exception.  Separate schooling 
arguably helps to serve the interests of the different churches, both 
Protestant and Catholic.  But it is also the traditional political par-
ties whose votes in part depend on segregation within the different 
parts of the community.

Preaching is political and (inaudible) in Northern Ireland is 
critical to understanding why integrated education has not com-
manded widespread political support.  We are seen as people who 
are trying to break up the normal society.  

Nothing could be further from the truth.  Nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth.  We simply want children to learn about each 
other’s culture.  We’re not taking anybody’s culture away from 
them, or their religion, or anything else.  We are not taking any-
thing.  

We hope to give young people who go to integrated schools a 
rounded education so that when they arrive at work or at univer-
sity, it isn’t the first time they meet somebody from the other side.

A young man came to me recently and he said to me, “Could 
you arrange to have part of the Peace Walls” — 

People say to me, “When are they going to take the Peace Walls 
down?”  I told him in return, “Which one are you talking about?  
There are many peace walls.”

He said, “Could you have part of the Peace Walls done in 
glass?”

I said, “For what reason?”
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He said, “So that we could see each other.” His mother reared 
him to believe that the Catholic community were aliens and he 
used to claim he wanted to see the aliens.  Now, you might laugh 
about it, but in some homes that is still being taught.  

I had a family who lived beside me until quite recently.  They 
had three girls that ranged from ten down to three.  At every pro-
test around the flag those three children were taken to it.  

I said to the mother, “Do you do not think there’s something 
wrong taking young children into that kind of thing?”

She said, “No.  They’ve got to learn about their culture.”
That is not our culture.  I’m a Protestant.  I’m proud to be Prot-

estant.  People say to me, “What about an All-Ireland?”  If there 
was an All-Ireland tomorrow, I’d go to bed tonight a Protestant 
and get up in the morning and still be a Protestant.  That’s my 
religion.  I believe in it.  

I don’t oppose a Catholic.  I don’t oppose a Jew.  I don’t oppose 
anybody.  There are different religions.  They have to go some-
where.  I’m not really worried.  It’s the people who try to change 
all these kinds of things.

But appreciating all this — I don’t want to bore you anymore; 
I know I’ve talked too long — it’s about trying to change a system 
that doesn’t want to be changed.  That’s the bottom line.  

Many of our political leaders for years opposed integrated edu-
cation.  We now see, slightly working at the edges, political people 
coming on and saying, “Yes, it’s a good idea.”

The First Minister, Peter Robinson, told me recently that it was 
a great evolution, not a revolution.  I said, “What’s wrong with a 
revolution?  Let’s get it done.”  

We’re wasting money.  In Northern Ireland we have 85,000 
empty desks.  We have 500 schools we don't need.  That’s why 
we’ve gone away from fundraising to build new schools.  We now 
support the groups who want to come together.  We call it trans-
formation.

As I was saying, there are now 22,000 children attending six-
ty-two schools.  When you consider that not one of those schools 
has come about by government policy — they are all the brave 
and courageous work of the parents and the schools themselves 
— then you will understand why this movement has had to grow 
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bit by bit rather than by giant leaps and why integrated education 
needs the continued support of people like you, ready and willing 
to stand behind such parents and schools as they embark on this 
challenging and difficult journey.

The Integrated Education Fund, of which I am proud to be the 
Campaign Chair, is proud to have invested more than $25 mil-
lion in supporting the development of integrated education.  And I 
have to tell you — we were just talking today — that $25 million 
has had a return of over $100 million.  As finance experts know, 
that’s not a bad return on your money — plus the fact that we have 
a community now growing up that doesn’t view each other as the 
devil on the other side.

But I am convinced we have made an enormous contribution to 
the society we are now experiencing in Northern Ireland.  We have 
made a significant contribution to the reconciliation process.  Just 
think of the impact 22,000 children have on their parents, their 
aunts, their uncles, their grandparents, their wider family com-
munity, and just imagine how that reflects on the community that 
they live in.

There are still difficulties, of course.  There are still people 
who are opposed to what we are doing.  But we will continue to 
do it.  The Bible tells us that the wise man built his house upon a 
rock.  I think that is what we are trying to do in Northern Ireland.  
We are trying to build the education system on a rock that cannot 
be washed away by some rat next week or some flag meeting or 
something like that.  It will be built on a solid foundation.  That 
is why the future of integrated education must play a pivotal role.

Now, I don’t believe integrated education is the only answer to 
Northern Ireland.  I’m not that naïve.  I’ve been around too long.  
There’s a host of problems.  But integrated education certainly can 
play its part, and we can contribute by supporting those working 
on the ground.  They’ve got to be sending a proper message that 
integration, not separation, of children is the way forward. Let 
me give you one practical example of integrated education.  We 
have a school in North Belfast on the Cliftonville Road.  This little 
school was built in the days when that part of North Belfast was 
a very wealthy area, and this school was a state school, it was a 
Protestant school, and it was doing very well.  Within a short pe-
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riod of time, five years, this area was devastated (inaudible).  It’s 
where the Shankill Butchers operated, all those different things.  
And people moved out of the area.  None of those (inaudible).  
They even took their names down, because they didn’t want any-
body to know they were there.

Three or four years ago, they approached us about transform-
ing into an integrated school, because the population that lived 
around them would be predominantly Catholic now.  They wanted 
to see if that could work.  

We worked with them.  We supplied some money.  They need-
ed some extra things.  This school didn’t even have a playground.  
They were afraid to let the children out to play.  

We worked with them and, through some of the really good 
support of some of your fellow people here in America, we’ve 
been able to support that.  

When that school decided to go down that road, its numbers 
were failing.  It was about to be closed.  Today that school is over-
subscribed, in three or four years.  It’s just amazing!

It started off with about 2 or 3 percent Catholic children going.  
Today it’s almost 30 percent.  That is the way forward for our 
communities, working and living together.

I can assure you that Cliftonville is not the only school in need 
of our help.  There are so many other schools asking for support.  
Many schools are asking for money to support the development 
of more classrooms.  

Many of our schools are oversubscribed, and they are asking 
us would we raise the money for extra classrooms so that they can 
take in the number that want to go.  Every new classroom costs 
about £75,000,  which we have to raise before the Department of 
Education will take it on.  We are trying to do that.  Last year we 
raised somewhere around £750,000 for ten extra classrooms.

But there is a lot of work still to be done and a lot of work still 
needs to be funded.  That’s the reason that Paul and I are here 
today, because we believe that we have to — I personally believe 
that I have the onus on me to use the position I find myself in 
through the House of Lords to raise the profile of something that 
I think is a very necessary building block of Northern Ireland.  I 



237

believe achieving a step change in our education system is one of 
the final pieces of the jigsaw for a peaceful Northern Ireland.

Many people tell me it will never happen.  Many people 
thought paramilitary groups would never be decommissioned, or 
Ian Paisley would never share power with Martin McGuinness, or 
Sinn Fein would never support the police and justice.  I could read 
you a list here for the rest of the night.  The list goes on.  

One day I know we will add to that that most of our children 
will go to school together.  Please help us to bring that day closer.  

Once again, I thank you for giving me the opportunity for com-
ing here and for listening to our story.  If there’s anybody in the 
room who can help us, we would be very grateful for any support.  
We’re more than happy to work with you and to show you exactly 
what is happening to your money.

Thank you once again for giving me the opportunity.
(Applause)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you very much.  This is a 

wonderful charity and one that I have been personally brought to, 
courtesy of my sister and brother-in-law.

I do have one point of business before we disassemble.  I have 
to recognize Mark Codd.  At the January Meeting I indicated that 
we had a presentation for you as a Past President of the Society, 
a small token of our appreciation.  Would you please come up, 
Mark?

MR. CODD:  You’re giving me back the medal?  You’re giving 
the medal back?

(The presentation was made.)
MR. CODD:  It’s lovely.  Thank you, Jack.  My name is spelled 

correctly.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  It’s easy to remember.  It’s just like 

the fish.
Mark has been a great mentor to me.  We have met and had 

lunch several times.
(Applause)
I now would ask Kevin Faughey — for those of you who have 

to catch trains and leave, maybe we’ll just give you thirty seconds.  
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The Glee Club is going to perform a couple of songs.  If you have 
to catch a train or a bus, I’ll give you thirty seconds.

Kevin, would you please come forward?
MR. KEVIN FAUGHEY:  Good evening, gentlemen.
This evening the Glee Club will be singing some selections 

from Carousel by Rodgers and Hammerstein; then they will sing 
“My Bonnie Lassie”;  We have a soloist, Jim O’Farrell, who is 
going to sing the “The Rose of Tralee”;  Then the Glee Club will 
sing “I Bind unto Myself,” which contains St. Patrick’s breast-
plate; and we are going to end the evening by singing “The Lost 
Chord” by Arthur Sullivan.  We hope that you enjoy our program 
this evening.

(Glee Club performance)
MR. FAUGHEY:  Now our soloist, Jim O’Farrell, will sing 

“The Rose of Tralee.”
MR. O’FARRELL:  I’m honored to be the soloist this evening 

because I was born in Belfast.
(Applause)
(Glee Club performance continues)
MR. FAUGHEY:  We are going to continue our program now 

by singing “The Lost Chord.”  It is the Glee Club’s tradition to 
end our season each year by singing “The Lost Chord.”  We hope 
you like it.

Two things before we sing it.  The first thing I want to mention 
is you might have noticed that we have had a different accompa-
nist here the last few concerts.  David Rowe, who has been with 
us for about thirty years, was out sick.  He has been sick for some 
months now.  We hope he eventually recovers, but we don’t really 
know how it is going to be for him.

In the meantime, I am very happy to introduce to you Rudy 
Albert, who is a good friend of mine.  He has been filling in as the 
accompanist for the last few months.  Rudy, thank you.

(Applause)
The last thing I want to say is we are always looking for new 

members.  If you would like to join us, speak to a Glee Club mem-
ber.  If you know someone who you think would be good for us, 
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call Jackie at the office and she will refer the number on.  We 
would like this thing to continue.  We would like to grow with 
some more members.  We hope next year we’ll have more.

We’ll see in you in November.  But now we are going to sing 
“The Lost Chord.”

(Glee Club performance of “The Lost Chord.”)
(Applause)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, would you please be 

arisen and join us in the singing of the National Anthem?
(Singing of the National Anthem)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, thank you very much 

again.  Thank you, Baroness Blood, for traveling all this way.
This concludes our meeting.  Gentlemen, we’ll see you in No-

vember.
(Adjourned:  9:09 p.m.)
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REGULAR STATED MEETING 

held at

The Princeton Club

New York, New York

November 17, 2014

The Regular Stated Meeting of the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of Saint Patrick in the City of New York, held on Monday 
November 17, 2014, at The Princeton Club, 15 West 43rd Street, 
New York City, was called to order by the President of the Society, 
John C. Walton.

PRESIDENT JOHN C. WALTON:  Good evening, gentlemen.  
I call to order this meeting of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in 
the City of New York.

I ask the Glee Club to open the meeting by singing for us “The 
Hail of the Friendly Sons.”

(“The Hail of the Friendly Sons” was performed by the Glee 
Club.)

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you, gentlemen.
I would like to now call Father Terrence Mulkerin to say grace.
I should mention that Father Mark O’Connell, who tradition-

ally said grace at many, many of our meetings, passed away in 
August and will be remembered in our memorial.

FR. TERRENCE MULKERIN:  Bless us, O Lord, and these 
gifts which we are about to receive from your bounty.  Bless us as 
we gather together to socialize and to do your work.  Be with us as 
we begin to do your work, for everything that we do begins with 
your inspiration and is completed with your help.  Bless the food 
which we shall eat.  It is given to us to do your will and to help 
strengthen us to do your will.

May we enjoy ourselves tonight.  May we be fed well.  But let 
us always think of our neighbor and the poor people who have 
nothing.

We make our prayer in your name.  Amen.
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PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you, Father.
Gentlemen, the formal part of our meeting will begin once din-

ner is served.  Please have a good time.
(Dinner was served.)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, while we are having our 

dessert, perhaps I can bring the meeting back to order, or some 
semblance of order, again.

Thank you for coming out.  It has been six months since our 
last meeting.

As the first order of business, I would like to call Secretary 
John Coleman.  This is the meeting where we read the entire min-
utes, unless excused, of the last meeting.  I recognize Secretary 
John Coleman for the purpose of reading the minutes of the May 
meeting.

MR. JOHN A. COLEMAN, III:  Mr. President, I recommend 
that we dispense with the reading of the minutes of the last meet-
ing and that they be accepted into the record as prepared.

MEMBER:  Second.
MR. COLEMAN:  All in favor?
(Chorus of ayes)
Opposed?
(No response)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  I would now like to ask Treasurer 

Tom Sullivan to come to the podium to render the Treasurer’s re-
port.

MR. THOMAS H. SULLIVAN:  Thank you, Mr. President, 
fellow Friendly Sons.

I reported to you at my last report as of May 1 of this year a 
cash-on-hand balance of $426,929.  That, I noted at the time, was 
a bit large as a result of not having paid many of the dinner bills.  
Receipts since that period until October 31 came to $59,126, for 
a total positive cash flow of $486,055.  The disbursements during 
the same period, May 1 through October 31, came to $416,489, 
leaving us with cash on hand in our general fund as of October 31 
of $69,566.

As of the same date, October 31, 2014, the assets on deposit in 
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our capital fund came to $2,658,265.  
That’s the end of my report, gentlemen.  May I have a motion 

to accept?
MEMBER:  So moved.
MEMBER:  Second.
MR. SULLIVAN:  All in favor?
(Chorus of ayes)
Thank you.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Now it is indeed my sad duty to re-

port the names of members who have passed away since our last 
meeting:  Patrick McDonough, Gerald O’Connell, Eugene Handy, 
James Ferguson, Myles Ambrose, Edward Donnellan, John Bren-
nan, Reverend Mark O’Connell, Ronald Hardiman, Vincent Bros-
nan, Charles O’Regan.

I will note again that Father O’Connell frequently rendered 
grace at our meetings.  I ask those of you who had spoken with 
Father O’Connell and all the gentlemen who are deceased to com-
municate with Mick Doyle to prepare memorials to the deceased 
members.  I do note that Ed Dunellen was a member of the Glee 
Club for many years, and unbeknownst to me, Ed’s father had 
been grand marshal of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade at one time.

It’s a bittersweet period for all of us.  But they have gone to 
their Maker.

May I ask you all please to rise for a moment of silence in their 
memory.

(Moment of silence)
Thank you, gentlemen.
I now recognize Lawrence Cook to render the report on the 

Committee for Admissions.
MR. LAWRENCE H. COOKE II:  Thank you, Mr. President, 

fellow Friendly Sons.
The Admissions Committee met on November 17 and recom-

mends the election of the following individuals to Active Member-
ship:  Christopher Bodkin, Patrick Boyle, Brian Browne, Jeffrey 
Buhrman, William Burdo, James Carey, Michael Carey, Edward 
Cooke, Edward Cooke II, Frank Dukes, Brian Devenney, Matthew 
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Dunn, William Frank, Kevin Guckian, Msgr. Michael Hardiman, 
Robert Kaden, Sean Kelleher, Greg Kenny, Dennis Kiely, Timo-
thy Lavin, Stephen McAllister, John McCann, the Reverend John 
McCarthy, Liam McGrath, Patrick McQuade, Eugene McQuade, 
John Meere, Kevin Mulligan, Michael Mullarney, Brendan Mur-
phy, Robert Napolitano, James O’Connor, Thomas O’Neill, James 
Ruane, Mark Sheeran, Michael Ryan, Patrick Sheehy, Michael 
Stanton, Jr., Paul Van Hook, Gregory Wagner, Robert Ward, Peter 
White, and Brian Woods.

The committee also recommends that the following be trans-
ferred to Life Membership:  James Keaney.

I would also like to request that you continue to encourage your 
colleagues, friends, and family to join the Society.  Jackie has left 
a stack of applications on the table just outside the door.  I would 
ask everyone to take one or two to have filled out and returned to 
the Society.

Thank you very much.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, I move that the report of 

the Admissions Committee as rendered be approved.
MEMBER:  So moved.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  All in favor?
(Chorus of ayes}
Opposed?
(No response)
That was a tremendous job.  I think that may be the largest 

number of members admitted to the Society in the over thirty 
years that I have been associated with this group.

I would now like to recognize John Waldron, the chairman of 
the Committee on Charity, to render his report.

MR. JOHN WALDRON:  Thank you, Jack.
Gentlemen, there are some new members here, so I just wanted 

to remind everybody, as stated by the bylaws of the Friendly Sons, 
one of the major objectives of the Society is, and I quote, “the 
making of grants to such charitable, educational, religious orga-
nizations as are exempt from taxation under the internal revenue 
laws of the United States to assist them in relief of the indigent 
and poor.”
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In January, at the stated meeting, the Committee on Chari-
ties met to determine the organizations to receive grants for the 
2013-2014 fiscal year.  As approved at last year’s November stat-
ed meeting, up to $200,000 was available for distribution.  There 
were requests submitted from sixty-two organizations.  Fifteen 
were first-time submissions.  After review and follow-up, the 
committee approved thirty-seven grants, and we fully allocated 
the $200,000.

At this time, it is requested that the Committee on Charities be 
authorized to approve grants for the 2014-2015 year again totaling 
up to $200,000.  Do I have a motion?

MEMBER:  So moved.
MEMBER:  Second.
MR. WALDRON:  All in favor?
(Chorus of ayes)
All opposed?
(No response)
Thank you very much, or, as they say in Irish, Go raibh maith 

agaibh.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  And that will, of course, include a 

stipend for the Glee Club.
Now the purpose for this meeting:  As you know, this is the 

only meeting where we don't allow guests.  In accordance with the 
Society’s bylaws, this is the election of officers to take place in the 
meeting and the report of the Nominating Committee, which was 
appointed at the May meeting, which was mailed to the member-
ship together with the notice.

I now call upon Mark Codd, the Nominating Committee chair-
man, for his report.

MR. CODD:  Thank you, Jack.
On September 24, 2014, the Nominating Committee, consist-

ing of myself, Tom O’Brien, Robert Reilly, Alfred E. Smith IV, 
Victor Ziminsky, Jr., John Fitzsimons, Raymond Teatum, John 
Queenan, Peter Scales, and William O’Hagan, met.  After a very 
cordial meeting, we recommend the following slate of officers for 
the next year:
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As President, John C. Walton.
First Vice President, Matthew T. McLaughlin.
Second Vice President, Kevin J. Rooney.
Treasurer, Thomas H. Sullivan.
Secretary, John A. Coleman III.
Historian, Michael Doyle.
Almoner, John J. Fitzsimons.
May I ask for a motion to present this slate of officers?
MEMBER:  So moved.
MEMBER:  Second.
MR. CODD:  All those in favor?
(Chorus of ayes)
All those opposed?
(No response)
Thank you, gentlemen.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  There being no coup, recall petition, 

exorcism, or excommunication, I thank you for this great honor.
To tell the truth, my mother was really Dutch.  Remember that 

line from Blazing Saddles.
Mr. Coleman has ordered new ties, because we have run out.  

They should be available for the January meeting, January 12.  
You can check the Society’s Web site for details.

On a serious business matter, I want to use this meeting to 
serve notice that there will be some amendments to the bylaws of 
the Society presented in the next several meetings.  As you know, 
our current bylaws have a very specific procedure for entering 
those bylaws and approving them, and it is not something that is 
quickly done.  But these have to do with the use of the funds for 
the Society, specifically dividends and interest on the capital ac-
count, which have been accumulating and which we haven’t been 
able to apply to the charitable purposes of the Society.

There are other changes in the New York State regulations re-
garding the corporate governance of foundations, and we have to 
make some changes in the bylaws to come into concord with those 
changes.

I will note that on January 27, we will hold a warm-up and 
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membership event for the 2015 Annual Dinner.  If you want to 
attend as a member of the Society, you are going to have to bring 
a prospective member with you.  Of course, these must be gentle-
men, natives or descendants of Ireland, and of good moral char-
acter.  Now, I will say that defects in moral character can be ab-
solved with confession.

Mutual of America has kindly consented to offering us the 
same space that we used for the commemoration of our anniversa-
ry of the founding of the Society.  It’s a wonderful space.

Our March 17 dinner speaker, responding to the toast to the 
day we celebrate, will be Father John I. Jenkins, the president of 
Notre Dame University.  The prior presidential speaker from No-
tre Dame was the Reverend John Cavanaugh in 1918.  Despite the 
appearances at Madison Square Garden and Giants Stadium, it has 
been nearly a hundred years since a member of the Congregation 
of the Holy Cross has addressed the Society at the Anniversary 
Dinner.  

Again, I really want to compliment Lawrence Cooke on the 
work of the Committee on Admissions.  We continue to move for-
ward on that.

I also mentioned — well, I didn’t mention that we had a din-
ner meeting for the officers and past presidents of the Society in 
the spring.  I mentioned that the cost of our dinner has exceeded 
the ticket price for the last several years.  I think it is going to be 
necessary for us to have a modest increase in the ticket price.  It 
has been about 3 percent per year, so you can expect that when the 
announcement for the dinner comes out.  We don't want to hit peo-
ple over the head with a huge increase in the price of the dinner.

I was also very encouraged by the turnout for the Four Nations 
Whisky Tasting which was held at 3 West 51st last month.  John 
Shanahan (inaudible) suggested that we contact the Kilbeggan 
Distillery as representatives of Irish brands.  They did an outstand-
ing job.  They were certainly aided by the fact that their represen-
tative or ambassador of brands was a 25-year-old lass from Coun-
ty Cork, who was blond.  The Irish were not outdone by any of the 
other countries represented.  Three bottles of Irish were poured, to 
the three bottles from the other three societies.

Just for a little bit of mirth, I want to point out that Thom-
as More College at Fordham University celebrated both the 50th 
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anniversary of its founding and the 40th year of its abandonment 
by the Jesuits.  There was much resistance to the founding of the 
Jesuit school by the Jesuits, and some may wonder why the name 
Thomas More, not St. Thomas More, was given.  While More had 
been canonized in 1935 by Pope Pius XI, one still wonders, why 
the absence of a saintly prefix?  

Recent research, hitherto unpublished, will show that there was 
a purposeful omission by a wily Jesuit working by candlelight in 
the Fordham scriptorium, exciting saints from the applications to 
the bursar of the state of New York.  

I do also remember that Father George McMahon, whom Bob 
and I and John know really well, always said that the women of 
Thomas More College had SAT scores 100 points higher than 
ours.

My wife came back chuckling from this meeting.  I told her 
that John Katz, who sings in our choir out in South Orange, said 
— it was on Saturday afternoon — “Jack, if we stick together, we 
won’t have to go.”  Indeed, we didn’t.  But John got stuck babysit-
ting his granddaughter.

It is really interesting that schools like Fordham have been 
great for the unwashed.  Unlike our brother schools in Washington 
or Boston or Worcester, Mass., we take everyone in.  The women, 
I know, according to my wife, remarked about their experiences 
there.  My wife said to one of my chemistry classmates that she 
remembers sitting under the grape arbor that her father had built 
in the Morris Park section of the Bronx.  Barbara said the biggest 
difficulty that her grandparents had when they came to America 
was figuring out how to get the goats upstairs in their apartment 
in Astoria.  

PARTICIPANT:  It’s still a problem there.  (Laughter)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  I sometimes wonder whether they 

wouldn’t have better luck if they named it, not St. Thomas More, 
but St. Thomas Moore, who was the author of so many great songs.

With that little bit of introduction, I’m going to turn the pro-
gram over for a brief while to Kevin Faughey and the Glee Club 
to render some songs for us.

Thank you.
MR. KEVIN FAUGHEY:  We have a very nice program for 
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you this evening, gentlemen.  We are going to be singing “The 
Autumn Leaves,” then “Raindrops Keep Fallin’ on My Head,” 
which is a perfect song for tonight, “Can’t Help Falling in Love,” 
and then “The Song of the Irish Counties.”  We hope you enjoy 
our program.

Gentlemen, before the Glee Club sings, I would just like to 
announce — you heard the announcement earlier that our dear 
member Ed Donnellan, who was a member of the Glee Club for 
many years and also our Treasurer, passed away during the sum-
mer.  I’m happy to say that his son is here with us tonight.  There 
is going to be more spoken about Ed during our concert.  T. J. 
McSherry is going to say some words about him.  This will be in 
place of a soloist.

We just wanted to let you know that the Glee Club is dedicating 
this concert tonight to Ed’s memory, and we would like to ask you 
to please keep Ed in your prayers.

We are going to begin now by singing “The Autumn Leaves.”
(Glee Club performance)
MR. FAUGHEY:  Now T.J. McSherry will talk to us a little 

about his memories of Ed Donnellan.
MR. T.J. MCSHERRY:  Having sung with Ed for twenty-two 

years in the Glee Club, I also knew Ed through his dad, who I sang 
with for thirty years.

Ed Donnellan, not only a member of the Friendly Sons of St. 
Patrick in the City of New York, was a lawyer, a graduate of St. 
John’s law department, and was a judge out in Suffolk County 
and then taught law at Dowling College.  Ed came every Monday 
night from Lake Grove to pick me up in Little Neck for twen-
ty-odd years, to bring me to the Friendly Sons, since I don't drive.

Ed was just a great man.  Any time there was a party, Ed was 
at the piano playing many Irish tunes.  One of the tunes that he 
played many times to start the evening off is “If You’re Irish, 
Come into the Parlor.”  I know that you all know it.  When we 
repeat it the second time, please sing along with us.  “If You’re 
Irish, Come into the Parlor.”

(Glee Club performance of “If You’re Irish, Come into the Par-
lor.”)

MR. FAUGHEY:  Now we are going to finish our part of it by 
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singing “The Song of the Irish Counties.”  This was written by 
George Mead, who was the conductor of the Glee Club for over 
fifty years.

(Glee Club performance of “The Song of the Irish Counties”)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen of the Glee Club, thank 

you very much.
Before I close the meeting, I would ask everybody to rise for 

the singing of the National Anthem.
(Singing of the National Anthem)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, thank you.  May I have 

a motion to adjourn the meeting?
PARTICIPANT:  So moved.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  All in favor?
(Chorus of ayes)
God bless.  Have a safe journey home, gentlemen.
(Adjourn:  9:37 p.m.)
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he Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the 
City of New York held its Regular Stated Meet-
ing on January 12, 2015 at the Princeton Club, 15 
W 43rd Street New York, NY, with the Society’s 
President, John C. Walton, presiding.  President 
Walton presented the speaker for the evening, Rev. 

Matt Malone, S.J., the Editor in Chief of America Magazine and 
President of America Media, who reviewed America’s coverage 
of Ireland over the last century. 

The Society held its Two Hundred and Thirty First Anniversary 
Dinner on March 17, 2015 in the Grand Ballroom of the Sheraton 
New York Hotel and Towers with one thousand two hundred and 
ninety-nine members and guests in attendance.  The ballroom was 
decorated with the traditional  green wall hangings, a large illumi-
nated replica of the membership medallion was positioned on one 
wall and the Society’s historic painting of its patron, Saint Patrick, 
was positioned above the dais and was flanked by the flags of the 
United States, Eire, the State of New York, the City of New York 
and the Vatican City state.  Carnations of green and white dec-
orated the tables and boutonnieres were provided for all guests.  
The President of the Society, former presidents, representatives of 
other ancient societies, speakers, and other distinguished guests 
were seated on the dais.

The Glee Club of the Friendly Sons, under the direction of 
Kevin Faughy, opened the festivities with the traditional singing 
of “The Hail of the Friendly Sons” and provided entertainment 
throughout the evening with songs by former president Victor 
Herbert.  President John C. Walton welcomed the members and 
their guests and introduced Cardinal Timothy Dolan, Archbishop 
of New York, who offered the Invocation. 

After dinner, President Walton offered a response to the first 
toast “To the President of the United States.” Rev. Jenkins toast-
ed, C.S.C., President of the University of Notre Dame responded 
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to the toast “To the Day We Celebrate” and Lou Holtz, former 
Head Coach at Notre Dame responded to the toast “To the United 
States.”

At the Regular Stated Meeting held on May 4, 2015, at the 
Princeton Club, President John C. Walton introduced William 
Duggan spoke about the honoring of Archbishop Hughes at St. 
Patrick’s Old Cathedral. 

The Annual Meeting of the Society took place on November 
16, 2015 at the Princeton Club. The election of officers took place 
followed by the installation of the new President, Matthew T. Mc-
Laughlin.  The evening concluded with entertainment from the 
Glee Club under the direction of Kevin Faughey. 



257

REGULAR STATED MEETING 

held at

The Princeton Club

New York, New York

January 12, 2015

The Regular Stated Meeting of the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of Saint Patrick in the City of New York, held on Monday 
January 12, 2015, at The Princeton Club, 15 West 43rd Street, New 
York City, was called to order by the President of the Society, John 
C. Walton.

PRESIDENT JOHN C. WALTON:  Gentlemen, I would
like to call the meeting to order, and I would ask our Glee 
Club to open the meeting by singing “The Hail of the Friend-
ly Sons.”

(“The Hail of the Friendly Sons” was performed by the 
Glee Club.)

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you, gentlemen.
I would like to now call upon Monsignor Michael Reid to 

lead us in grace.
MSGR. MICHAEL REID:  Let us pray.  
Heavenly Father, we ask you to bless us this evening.  

Please allow us a night of good cheer, good food, and good 
friendship amongst our Friendly Sons.  We ask you to bless 
our nation, the United States.  We ask you to bless the people 
of Ireland.  We ask all things in the name of Christ, our Lord.  
Amen.

PRESIDENT WALTON:  For those of you who don't 
know it, Monsignor lives in the quietest place in Brooklyn.

Gentlemen, please be seated.  Our formal presentation 
will begin after dessert.  Thank you.

(Dinner was served.)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, can I please have 
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your attention?
I regret to announce that I have to do double duty tonight.  

Our lead tenor is out with pneumonia, so it was requested 
that I sing with the Glee Club.  I don't know if that’s good 
or bad.

VOICE:  Hear! Hear!
PRESIDENT WALTON:  I call the meeting formally to order 

again.  I would like to recognize our Secretary, John Coleman, for 
the purpose of reading the minutes of the November meeting.

MR. JOHN A. COLEMAN, III:  Mr. President, I recommend 
that we dispense with the reading of the minutes and that they be 
accepted into the record as presented.

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Do I hear a motion to that effect?
(A motion to accept the minutes was made and seconded.)
All in favor.
(Chorus of ayes)
Now I recognize our Treasurer, John Sullivan, to give his re-

port.
MR. THOMAS H. SULLIVAN:  Thank you, Mr. President, 

fellow Friendly Sons.
At the time of my last report, I reported that as of October 31, 

2014, our cash on hand in our general fund was $69,566.  Since 
that time, our receipts through year-end, 12/31/2014, came to 
$42,380.  I would point out that a quite large portion of that, ap-
proximately half of it, was as a result of a gift from a very gener-
ous member of the Society.

We also, looking forward to the need for additional liquidi-
ty for the charitable grants that are about to be made and also, 
frankly, for our ongoing operating expenses, transferred the sum 
of $250,000 from our capital fund into our general fund.  That 
meant that as of the end of the year, our general fund, in cash and 
input to it, came to $361,946.  Expenditures during that period 
came to $81,918, leaving us with a cash balance as of the end of 
last year of $280,028.

Similarly, the balance on hand in the capital fund as of Decem-
ber 31, 2014, was $2,416,734.
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Thank you very much.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  I ask for a motion to accept the Trea-

surer’s report.
(A motion to accept the Treasurer’s report was made and sec-

onded.)
All in favor.
(Chorus of ayes)
It’s my sad duty now to read the names of members who have 

passed away since our last meeting, two gentlemen that I knew 
very well.  The first is Ken Hickman, who served on the Com-
mittee for Accounts for many years.  He was a good friend, from 
Summit, New Jersey.  I attended, on behalf to the Society, his 
funeral at St. Theresa’s in Summit.

The other is Edward P. Donnellan, who, you remember, passed 
away this summer.

Committees will be appointed to prepare suitable memorials 
to be published in our yearbook.  If you know the deceased mem-
bers, please contact our Historian, Michael Doyle. 

I would now ask you please to rise for a moment of silence for 
our departed members.

(Moment of silence)
Thank you, gentlemen.
We are a charitable society, and I would now like to recognize 

John Waldron, who is the Chairman of the Committee on Charity, 
to give his report.  John?

MR. WALDRON:  Thank you, Mr. President.
Earlier today, the Committee on Charity, which consists of ten 

members of the Society who are not officers plus the officers of 
the Society, met together to discuss possible grants for the 2014-
2015 fiscal year.  As approved at our November 14 meeting, we 
were allowed to spend up to $200,000 to be distributed.  This year 
there were requests submitted from fifty-four organizations.  Sev-
en were first-time submissions.  

As a result of the meeting and our discussions, thirty-six grants 
are now recommended, totaling $195,000, and there is one pend-
ing further investigation.  Thirty of these organizations received 
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grants in the 2013-2014 year.  There were seven organizations 
that received grants last year who will  not be receiving grants 
this year.

Once finalized, the checks will be distributed to the respective 
organizations, prior to March 17, 2015.

Thank you.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  I have a bit of new business to pres-

ent to you, gentlemen.  On Tuesday, January 27, the Society will 
sponsor cocktails at Mutual of America, 320 Park Avenue, as a 
warm-up for our March 17, 2015, dinner.

I must say again thank you to Mutual of America for allowing 
us to use your space.  If you recall, we had a similar meeting there 
in 2009.

The reception will take place from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. and will 
feature comments on the history of the Society by former Presi-
dent Bob Reilly, a display of some memorabilia of the Society, 
dating back to our founding in 1784, and a musical interlude by 
the Glee Club.

Since two of our speakers at the March 17, 2015, dinner have 
Notre Dame connections — and they are Father John I. Jenkins, 
the president of Notre Dame University, and the legendary foot-
ball coach, Lou Holtz — Jim Ryan and I worked with the Notre 
Dame Alumni Office and their New York Alumni Association to 
reach out to the donors in the tri-state area to make sure that they 
wave the flag for the president of their university.

Jack Swarbrick, who is the athletic director for Notre Dame, 
will be on hand on January 27 to make some remarks about Notre 
Dame athletics.

The purpose of this meeting is membership and to encourage 
the purchase of tickets and tables at the Anniversary Dinner, and 
to assure a warm welcome to Father Jenkins and Coach Holtz.

I must say, if you have a prospective member, a son, a nephew, 
whom you would like to introduce for membership of the Society, 
please bring them along.  Let Jackie McCarthy know, because we 
are pretty limited in terms of the number of people that we can 
host at the dinner.

Now I would like to introduce our dinner speaker this evening.  
I’m very honored that Father Matt Malone consented to be our 
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speaker.  I had lunch with Father Malone this summer, and he 
informed me of the great wealth of information that they had re-
garding the period of the founding of America magazine, in 1909, 
through the period of the Civil War — communications with the 
Irish Jesuits and the New York Jesuits and the Boston Jesuits, 
during that time of intense turmoil in Ireland. 

Father Malone grew up in Cape Cod and attended the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts, earning a degree in history (cum laude).  
He holds a master of arts from Fordham University, a bachelor of 
divinity from the University of London, and a baccalaureate in sa-
cred theology (summa cum laude, with the congratulations of the 
Board of Examiners) from the Catholic University of Louvain, the 
finishing school for Jesuit philosophers and theologians.

Father Malone is also a founding member of REMUS, which is 
Religion, Mimesis and Society, an interdisciplinary research group 
at Heythrop College dedicated to the thought of René Girard.  He 
is a member of the Colloquium on Violence and Religion.

Being the fifth of six children, he probably became more ac-
customed to taking orders than receiving them.  Indeed, in June 
of 2012, he received the Sacrament of Holy Orders at Fordham 
University Chapel, with the honorary member of the Society of 
the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick Edward Cardinal Egan presiding.

Father Malone is the youngest living person to have been 
named editor of America and has challenged the organization 
to become ever more effective in reaching out to Catholics and 
Christians of all stripes.

I must say, my friend Tom Corrigan drove here from Cleve-
land to hear Father Malone.  He may get the award for longest 
distance traveled.  As Tom can recount, my conversations with the 
Jesuits usually started out with, “You can do better, Mr. Walton.”  
(Laughter)

Instead, I hope Father Malone will relate the work that Amer-
ica is doing to publish the writings of the Irish and American Je-
suits at the time of America’s founding in 1919, during the Civil 
War, and other comments he wants to make regarding the mission 
of America Foundation.

Father Malone?
FATHER MATT MALONE:  Is there absolutely nothing going 
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on in Cleveland?
It’s a great pleasure for me to be with you this evening.  I thank 

you for this very kind invitation to spend a few moments with you.
As Jack said, the occasion for my presence at these proceed-

ings is the forthcoming publication of a book called The Troubles 
in America, which is a collection of essays from the past century 
about the Irish Question, so-called, essays that have been pub-
lished in America.

For those of you who don't know, America is the leading 
national Catholic weekly magazine in the United States.  I feel 
obliged as a priest to tell you that if you do not know that, it is a 
venial sin.  Of course, it’s a mortal sin to deny it, maybe a venial 
sin not to know it.

By the official count, I am the fourteenth editor-in-chief of 
America since we started publishing in 1909.  Any of you who 
have ever had the good fortune, perhaps, of being educated by the 
Jesuits —

(Applause)
— you know that while we are occasionally in error, we are 

never in doubt.  (Laughter)
Five of my thirteen predecessors were fired for being insuffi-

ciently modest in their opinions.  Some of those opinions actually 
include the following.

In the very first issue of the magazine in 1909, a report on the 
recent Italian elections said that “recent elections demonstrate that 
the Italian people are unfit for the use of the ballot.”  That was 
1909, by the way.

Italians, of course, were not the only group to be subjected to 
the essentialist caricatures of some of these early Jesuits.  A quar-
ter century later, G.K. Chesterton, who was a columnist for Amer-
ica magazine, said, “The Englishman always says exactly what 
he means or just a little less than what he means.  The Frenchman 
says so exactly the opposite of what he means that it seems to have 
more exactitude than the other.  He excels in that inversion of the 
important and the unimportant which has often made French wit 
seem to dunces more mystifying than mysticism.”

Then, of course, there was in the twentieth century our issue 
in March 1971, in which the editors praised “the common-sense 
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voice” of General Idi Amin of Uganda and later on praised Robert 
Mugabe of Zimbabwe as “the very essence of reassurance and 
conciliator.”

You must take with a grain of salt — the great spice of Irish 
cuisine — you must take with a grain of salt anything the editors 
of America had to say — well, at that time, really about anything, 
but, assuredly, about the Irish Question.

On my own part, when it comes to what America has histori-
cally referred to as the Irish Question, I will admit that I am more 
than a little biased.  I am 100 percent Irish by blood.  My father 
was a fireman, so that counts.  My mother used to burn the pot 
roast.

You can imagine, then, how it was one of the great joys and 
highlights of my life when I got to preach at St. Patrick’s Ca-
thedral on St. Patrick’s Day a year ago.  I was also mindful that 
my presence there that day involved an act of faith on the part of 
Cardinal Dolan, for if this papacy has taught us anything, it is that 
you can never predict what a Jesuit is going to say.  And my own 
dear father, who was there for the mass, had actually darkened 
the door of a church for this occasion.  He was overcome with 
sentiment and shed a tear, in full view of the mayor of New York, 
the Irish prime minister, but, worst of all in his opinion, the fire 
commissioner.

When I try to count back through my predecessors as edi-
tor-in-chief, I figure just over three-fourths of them were Irish by 
descent.  When I made the list, obviously, I eliminated obvious 
Italian names like Tierney and O’Hare.  But even those editors 
were always great sympathizers with the cause of Irish indepen-
dence and great believers in the destiny of the Irish people.  In 
fact, a story from the history of America magazine will perhaps 
demonstrate this point.

Those among you who are the true historians of the struggle 
for independence will recall the time when Eamon de Valera set 
sail for the United States to go on what we might call a kind of 
consciousness-raising tour of the United States for the Irish cause.  
The British were intent on capturing him as a bandit, or at least 
blocking him from the American shores.  They made several at-
tempts to intercept the ship during the Atlantic crossing.  Once 
they had failed in that merry chase, they made clear to the Amer-
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ican government that they would view any honor offered to de 
Valera while he was in the United States as an insult of no minor 
significance.

The editor-in-chief of America in those days was a Jesuit 
named Richard Tierney, who was a formidable character.  He was 
built like a Buick and yet still carried his own self-importance as 
though afraid of breaking it.  You had the feeling that, as one of 
his colleagues said, he would have been either an effete Jesuit 
intellectual or a dockworker, but nothing in between.  Luckily for 
us, Father Tierney chose the former course.

At the time of de Valera’s visit, Tierney was already in hot 
water with the U.S. government.  During World War I, his an-
ti-British rhetoric had led the U.S. government to put America 
magazine on a list of journals suspected of seditious activity.  Af-
ter the war had ended, when Woodrow Wilson refused to endorse 
the cause of Irish independence, Father Tierney publicly accused 
him of violating his own stated principles of self-determination 
for all peoples.  The editors actually never warmed to Woodrow 
Wilson, though they were Democrats, especially since Wilson had 
expelled Eugene O’Neill from Princeton for the petty crimes of 
drunkenness and vandalism.  Woodrow Wilson kind of had a “bro-
ken windows” approach to lawbreaking, I guess.

The point is that Tierney was not popular with the political 
classes, and when the secular press reported that Eamon de Val-
era was to be feted by the Jesuits at the headquarters of America 
magazine and a dinner was to be held in his honor, there was a 
backlash.  The British did not think that this was such a good idea.  
In fact, the British government forbade distribution of America 
magazine on Irish shores and confiscated every extant copy of 
America magazine in Dublin.

But Father Tierney and the other editors were wise men.  Some 
might say they were downright Jesuitical.  The British did not 
want the Jesuits to host de Valera for dinner, for that would be 
too great an honor.  So Father Tierney and the other Jesuits did 
not offer Mr. de Valera dinner.  They offered him, instead, a mod-
est reception, one that took place in the dining room, with some 
very heavy hors d’oeuvres that were served in multiple courses 
and paired with wines.  There were Irish musicians playing rebel 
songs, and there was Irish Republican signage and decorations 
everywhere.  At the conclusion of the evening, reported Father 
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Tierney in his memoir, all agreed that it was the most delicious 
non-dinner an Irishman had ever enjoyed.

That might tell you something about the magazine’s sympa-
thies when it came to the Irish Question, but there are several other 
interesting things to note when dealing with the literally hundreds 
of articles the magazine published between 1910 and 1930 on Ire-
land or the Irish Question.  I’ll mention just three.  I, of course, 
will not rehearse everything that we have said about Ireland be-
cause that would bore you to death, and my father said that there 
were really only two sins.  One was to be cheap and the other was 
to be boring, and they usually go together.  Since I’m obviously 
not picking up the check, I wouldn’t want to risk boring you.

I think there are really three things when we look back at our 
coverage of this question in America magazine.  

The first is that we forget in our own time that even if things 
were not as bad as they were in days previously, say during the 
famine or in other periods of Irish history, the country was still 
terribly poor in those years.  This was something that America re-
turned to time and again.  Eight hundred years of occupation can’t 
be undone in just a few decades.  As you know, many Irish were 
still leaving the country to try to make a go of it overseas.  The 
country was rural, the country was impoverished, and a significant 
portion of the country was living in the Bronx.  (Laughter)

Seriously, when one reads these articles, one is reminded that 
this was a time when subsistence or something slightly above it 
was all that an average Irishman could hope for.  So an affinity 
for the working man, for the downtrodden, for the person who is 
trying to play by the rules and make the most of his life — that 
became a hallmark of America’s editorial policy, one which you 
would find today in our pages.

The second thing that we notice is the close connection, obvi-
ously, between faith and Irish culture.  The Irish experience has 
been forged in a crucible of hardship and war.  For the Irish peo-
ple, the cross of Jesus Christ was at the center of that history.  For 
centuries, Ireland united her struggle to the cross of Our Lord and 
drew from his passion the strength and the courage and the hope to 
endure her trial.  Downtrodden and alienated from herself, Ireland 
placed her desperate hope in the crucified one, the stone that the 
builders had rejected who had become cornerstone.
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As one America editorial said, “Thus, with their eyes firmly 
fixed on the hope of heaven, a long-suffering people came to be-
lieve in the promise of a new earth,” and they set sail for this 
city, which they would transform into an unprecedented center 
of apostolic activity, because it was here from New York that the 
church would advance across the continent.  Everywhere that 
the church advanced, the Irish followed, founding parishes and 
schools and hospitals and orphanages and colleges and sodalities, 
founding America magazine.  This was a new evangelization for 
a new world.  And here, in the land of the free, the stones that the 
builders had rejected became the living stones of a new church.

We hear so much these days about the deChristianization of 
Ireland and of Europe or the way that American Catholics think 
and act much the same as other Americans.  We forget that there 
was a time when most Irish in the United States or back home 
explicitly equated the Catholic faith with the Irish culture.  And 
note that even those Irish writers who abandoned the faith or the 
country, even some of them that appeared in America, like Joyce 
or Beckett or others who went to Paris or elsewhere, still spent 
the rest of their lives writing about Irish culture and about Irish 
Catholic faith.

In America’s articles, one senses that the Catholic nature of 
Ireland is a given.  Indeed, the Protestant land-owning class in 
our early years was largely ignored or seen as just a British fifth 
column, but not as really, truly Irish.  And that was unfair and it 
was unfortunate.  It was an unfortunate bias, but not a singularly 
impressive one, considering the context of fear and repression and 
multiple biases in which it was formed.

The third thing to notice, I think, is something that many of us 
still feel today — that I do, that my father did from the front pew 
of St. Patrick’s Cathedral on March 17 — and that is this terrible 
nostalgia for the old country, for home.  It reminds us that in its 
truest meaning, which comes from the Greek, “nostalgia” does not 
mean sentimentality for the past, but a longing for a place and a 
time — the old country, the old sod.  

So many articles and editorials and mentions of Ireland in the 
pages of America made it clear that while Irish-Americans had 
bid farewell to the old country, they had actually never really left 
it behind, and not just because they were always getting letters 
asking if maybe the American cousin couldn’t spare a few quid.



267

But even the Troubles seem more and more a thing of the past.  
With Ireland part of the EU and sharing the euro, with the ease of 
travel on the continent, and even back and forth to the States, what 
is most interesting is to go back to the stories of those years in 
the early life of America magazine, still the early life of America 
itself — and, remember, the magazine was only founded seven 
years before the Easter Rising — and to hear firsthand the stories 
that today might only be echoes.

One of America’s columnists returned to Ireland last year — 
his sister lives in Dublin — and found an interesting thing carved 
into a doorway at the prison where the planners of the Easter Ris-
ing were kept and then later executed.  Someone had written there, 
“Beware of the risen people, ye that have harried and held.”

I’m sure that many of you know where that comes from.  It’s 
part of two lines from a poem written by Patrick Pearse, who was 
held prisoner in that same place and was executed in the stone-
breaker’s yard.  The larger poem is called “The Rebel.”  In it, 
Pearse speaks in exactly the tones I mentioned earlier, the mar-
riage of love for the faith and love for the Irish people, the way 
a people hated by their masters still knew themselves somehow 
beloved by God.

If you will permit me, I would like to read just a few lines from 
that poem, which we were pleased to publish in America.  They 
capture the spirit of the magazine’s approach to the Irish Question, 
a spirit you shall encounter yourself when you buy and read the 
book, which you undoubtedly will.

“I am come of the seed of the people, the people that sorrow;
Who have no treasure but hope,
No riches laid up but a memory of an ancient glory
My mother bore me in bondage, in bondage my mother was 

born,
I am the blood of serfs…
I that have a soul greater than the souls of my people’s masters, 
I that have vision and prophecy, and the gift of fiery speech, 
I that have spoken with God on the top of his holy hill.
And because I am of the people, I understand the people.  
I am sorrowful with their sorrow, I am hungry with their de-

sire…
And now I speak, being full of vision;
I speak to my people, and I speak in my people’s name to
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The masters of my people;
I say to my people that they are holy,
That they are august despite their chains,
That they are greater than those that hold them
And stronger and purer,
That they have but need of courage, and to call on the name of 

their God,
God the unforgetting, the dear God who loves the people
For whom he died naked, suffering shame.
And I say to my people’s masters:  Beware
Beware of the thing that is coming, beware of the risen people
Who shall take what ye would not give.”
May God bless Ireland and may God bless the United States 

of America.
(Applause)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Father Malone, thank you very 

much.  We appreciate your presence greatly.
Now I would like to turn the meeting over to Kevin Faughey.  

But, first, I know that there are some members who have to catch 
trains and might want to head out before the Glee Club gives a 
brief interlude of music.  If you have to get a train, I’ll give you 
about thirty seconds.

Kevin?
MR. KEVIN FAUGHEY:  Good evening, gentlemen.
For this evening’s program, we will be singing “Toyland,” 

written by Victor Herbert, who was the founder of the Glee Club.  
The next composition the Glee Club will sing will be “Ding Dong 
Merrily on High,” by David Willcocks.  Then we will sing a 
Christmas carol medley, “We Three Kings,” “God Rest Ye Merry, 
Gentlemen,” “Good Christian Men, Rejoice,” and our soloist for 
the evening, Rudy Albert, will sing “O Holy Night.”  Then we end 
with the “Hallelujah Chorus.”

(Glee Club Performance)
MR. FAUGHEY:  One very brief announcement before we 

sing the National Anthem.  I just want to let all of you know we 
are looking for members.  Unfortunately, a lot of our members 
have gotten older.  Some are sick.  They may have issues so that 
they can’t make it as often as they would like.  Please, if you know 



269

anybody who you think would be good for us, if you yourself 
want to come and join us, call, speak to one of the men, whatever.  
We would love to have you with us.

With that, now I guess we will sing the National Anthem.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Yes.  Gentlemen, please remain up-

standing for the singing of the National Anthem.
(Singing of the National Anthem)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, this concludes our meet-

ing.  Please get home safely.  I look forward to seeing many of you 
on January 27.  Goodnight and God bless.

(Adjourn:  8:43 p.m.)
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Anniversary Dinner

held at

The Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers

New York, New York

March 17, 2015

(Irish Marching Band performance)
PRESIDENT JOHN C. WALTON:  Gentlemen, welcome to 

the 231st Anniversary Dinner of the Society of the Friendly Sons 
of St. Patrick in the City of New York.

I invite you to sing with our Glee Club “The Hail of the Friend-
ly Sons.”

Kevin?
 (“The Hail of the Friendly Sons” was performed by the Glee 

Club.)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you, Glee Club.
Gentlemen, six years before the founding of our Society, on 

March 17, 1778, at Valley Forge, General George Washington or-
dered a toast by his men to each of the thirteen colonies.  The 
troops, thereby lubricated, were instructed to go forth in battle 
singing “O’Donnell Aboo.”  Those were difficult times.  But the 
tradition of such toasts is kept brilliantly alive by the Society of 
the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the City of New York.

When Patrick lit the first new fire of Easter across the valley 
from Tara, the wizard ran to the king and said, “Unless this fire 
is quenched tonight when it is lit, it will not be quenched until 
Doomsday.”  Gentlemen, we also keep that fire alive.

I would like to call to the podium His Eminence Timothy Car-
dinal Dolan for our invocation, after which I ask you to remain 
upstanding.

ARCHBISHOP TIMOTHY M. DOLAN:  In the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, we thank you Lord 
for the light of faith, we thank you for our Irish heritage and cul-
ture, we thank you for American citizenship, we thank you for the 
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joy that we share and the dreams that we have, we thank you for 
those who have been part of this great gathering in the past and 
have now passed over unto You.  Especially, we think of Cardinal 
Edward Egan and Father Theodore Hesburgh; we thank you for 
this great city of New York, and we thank you especially for the 
saint whose has brought us together in friendship and unity and 
joy and promise and hope this evening, St. Patrick.  Through his 
intercession may he bless our families, may he bless Ireland, may 
he bless our intentions, may he bless this city that we call our 
earthly home.  We make this prayer through his powerful inter-
cession as well as through that of Our Lady Queen of Ireland, the 
Queen of Peace, the Golden Rose, as we pray:  

Bless us, O Lord, in these thy gifts which we are about to re-
ceive from thy bounty through Christ Our Lord.  Amen.  In the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

Thank you.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, please remain upstand-

ing.
Two weeks ago, the Society lost a good friend, supporter, and 

distinguished Honorary Member, His Eminence Edward Cardinal 
Egan.  It is fitting that he and other recently departed members of 
the Society will celebrate this feast of our patron saint from his 
perch in heaven.

I would ask you to join me in a moment of silent prayer in 
tribute to Cardinal Egan.

(Moment of silence observed)
Thank you.
I would like to extend a special welcome to the dais to two 

new attendees this year:  the new Consul-General Ambassador 
from the Republic of Ireland, The Honorable Barbara Jones; and 
I also want to welcome Maureen Scannell Bateman of the Amer-
ican-Irish Historical Society, whose father was a distinguished 
member of the Friendly Sons.

Our speakers this evening are Father John Jenkins, the Pres-
ident of the University of Notre Dame, and former coach of the 
Fighting Irish, Lou Holtz.

Gentlemen, you may now take your seats as dinner is served.
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(Dinner was served.)
(Glee Club performance)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen and ladies, I would like 

to call to order this, the 231st Anniversary Dinner of the Society of 
the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the City of New York.

I would like to thank our various committees which have per-
formed so admirably in the past year, in particular, Peter McGuire 
and the Board of Stewards for the attention they bring to the din-
ner preparations.

As the audience is aware, the purpose of the Society is to pro-
vide aid to indigent Irishmen.  When the young junior senator 
from the State of Massachusetts by the name Kennedy addressed 
our Society, he stated that it is becoming an increasingly difficult 
task to find indigent Irishmen.  Gentlemen, let me assure you the 
indigent Irishmen and Sisters of Charity have no difficulty in find-
ing us or our Charities Committee Chairman John Waldron.

I am particularly thankful to Jackie McCarthy, who has the 
unique knack of anticipating the needs of your President and an 
encyclopedic knowledge of our rubrics and membership lists.

A special note of thanks to Aaron Watford, of the Venable law 
firm, who parachuted himself in before the dinner to help Jackie 
deal with a computer malfunction. 

We are very happy to have with us the Friendly Sons Glee 
Club, celebrating their 102nd year in existence.  The Glee Club 
is ably led by Kevin Faughey and accompanied by David Ralph.

I’d also like to personally thank John Shanahan, who, from 
Dublin, helped us arrange participation of Kilbeggan Distillery 
in the whiskey-tasking event which the Society sponsored in con-
junction with the St. George’s, St. David’s, and St. Andrew’s so-
cieties.  This is an event which the membership liked a lot and we 
will repeat.

And lastly, thanks to the Friendly Sons members and events 
manager of the Sheraton, Ed Kane, and the wait staff who have 
worked so hard to pull this together.

The time comes for the first of our traditional toasts.  May it 
please our speakers, Father John Jenkins and Coach Holtz; His 
Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan; Ambassador-General Jones; 
Dr. O’Connell of Manhattan College; Father Richard Warner, 
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Superior General of the Congregation of the Holy Cross; Police 
Commissioner The Honorable Bill Bratton and former Police 
Commissioner and Honorable Member of the Society Ray Kelly; 
and to the representatives of other venerable societies, formers 
presidents of the Society here on the dais, members, sons, family, 
friends of the Friendly Sons, from border to border and coast to 
coast and all the ships at sea.

But whereof the Howard Beach Italian?  Gentlemen, the So-
ciety did receive a letter from Governor Cuomo expressing his 
regrets and stating that he couldn’t attend.  He indicated that the 
family is abstaining from comedy this Lent.

Gentlemen, please charge your glasses and be upstanding.
To the President of the United States.
(The toast was given.)
Please be seated.
I come bearing an apology to Former President Tom O’Brien 

and the team of attorneys who amended the Bylaws of the Society 
in 2010.  At my insistence, the phrase “Irish race” was deleted 
and replaced with the term “Irish peoples.”  Perhaps I should have 
requested the “consubstantial Irish peoples.”

But recent archeological and ethnographic research has demon-
strated that the Irish people are in fact a distinct race and, except 
for the ugly ones, the noblest and most handsome people of all the 
Earth.

The earliest human remains and elements of domesticity are 
to be found near Sligo, in the west of Ireland, from almost 5,000 
years before the birth of Christ.  These Paleolithic artifacts predate 
those of Britain and Scotland by hundreds of years — proof that 
the Irish were civilized before the Brits. 

I am reminded by Father Gannon that “the barbarians of Brit-
ain were still living on acorns when all of Roscommon had the 
gout.”  (Laughter)

Now, gentlemen, it is said that the Irish are a Celtic people, 
that our Neolithic and Bronze Age progenitors were overrun by 
the Celtoi as that swarthy bunch made their way westward from 
Anatolia through Austria and into western France.  

Something differently, however:  the latter has it that the Irish 
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of the Bronze Age adapted the Celtic Nomen so that they could 
pass when amongst their continental brethren, the Poles, at La-
hinch and Ballybunion.  If the Irish were really Celtic, the eth-
nologists would expect to see traces of their present modern-day 
habits, ingrained superstitions, and religious practices among the 
residents of Cornwall and Brittany.  But an Irishman would never 
look for kindling wood in a graveyard, for to remove a fallen tree 
limb is to bring upon oneself imminent bad luck.  The Frenchman 
has no such fear, for they have been laicized.

An Irishman will tip his hat to a rustling pile of leaves, lest the 
little people perform some mischief upon him.

And finally, the Britain (Britons?).  Who among the Britain 
would have a scapula of the Sacred Heart pinned to his BVDs?  
(Laughter)

Gentlemen, the ineluctable truth is that the Irish civilization 
subsumed the Celts.

Perhaps the greatest gift of the Hibernian Irish to the Celtic 
Caledonians arises from the tools used in the tilling of the land, 
for, unlike other cultures, our Neolithic forbearers did not use 
the shovel or pike, but rather a long-handled spade which gently 
turned the sod so that the spud could be placed without damage.  
Today, several millennia later, on those days when the sun is low 
in the western sky, one can see the lazy beds, as they’re called, 
nearby the shores of County Mayo.  Quod erat demonstrandum, 
the Irish invented the divot millennia before the Scots had invent-
ed the game of golf.

Moreover, it was the cudgel of the Irish Saint Columba used 
to subjugate the Picts to Christianity and, only 1,000 years later, 
adapted by the Scots and renamed the mashie or niblick, as course 
conditions warranted.

The game of golf, though, brings me full circle to my response 
to the toast which I am obligated to respond.  In terms of rounds of 
golf per day in the Oval Office, Mr. Obama cannot hold a candle 
to the record of Dwight Eisenhower.  Ike was such a fanatic that 
he had a putting green built on the White House lawn and would 
practice every morning.  If the dew lay too heavily on the turf, he 
would send out aides to wick away the offending moisture with 
fly fishing tackle.

Now, can you imagine the incumbent, President Obama, get-
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ting on the hoot and howler down to the White House canteen and 
saying, “Valerie or Josh, can you go out there and squeegee the 
putting green?  I’d like to get a practice round in before the Dalai 
Lama arrives.”

Despite this avuncular image, and soothed by the mists of time, 
Ike was a man with an enormous temper, well concealed in public 
but of Vesuvian intensity in private.  Dulles, in particular, could 
see it coming when Ike’s bald head would turn bright red while the 
president outwardly managed a tight smile, this while being berat-
ed by Lyndon Johnson over the missile gap or by Khrushchev at 
the 1960 Paris Summit.

While it is not commonly known about Ike, he was a brilliant 
card shark at West Point, so much so that he would routinely run 
the table on his fellow plebes and he had to stop playing.  He also 
had an uncanny ability to see into the minds of his opponents.  Yet, 
as I mentioned to Coach Holtz, he was also known to take more 
than his occasional mulligan to improve his lie and fiddle with his 
scorecard.  

A book on Eisenhower reveals that this president was a pur-
poseful enigma — silent, cryptic, nonanswers.  These belie the 
fact that his hand was on the scabbard at all times, and everyone 
knew it.

Gentlemen and ladies, in honor of the President, the job is the 
hardest in the world.  Perhaps twenty-five or fifty years from now 
we will fully understand the challenges which have been stared 
down in our own present time.  I will say the economy is grow-
ing, the financial system appears to have less risk, and meaningful 
steps have been taken to expand health coverage, and the issues 
of undocumented participants in our economic and social systems 
are being addressed.  While I will complain of taxes with my last 
dying breath, the truth of the matter is that for many sectors of our 
society things are getting better.

Now, gentlemen, in conclusion, let me propose another toast.  
Gentlemen, please charge your glasses and be upstanding.

Gentlemen, “To The Day We Celebrate.”
(The toast was given.)
It gives me great pleasure to introduce Father Jenkins, the Con-

gregation of Holy Cross, to respond to the toast To The Day We 
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Celebrate.
Father Jenkins is the second president of the University of No-

tre Dame to address our Society, the last being Father Cavanaugh 
in 1918.  Long these ninety-seven years the Domers have been 
wandering in the wilderness of New York City, in spite of the fact 
that no group will fill the Garden faster than their legitimate and 
subway alumni.

While I no longer have deep and discreet sources within the Je-
suit community, Boris and Natasha having been exiled to Boston 
College several years ago, word has come my way that the threat 
to the Jesuit hegemon among university dinner speakers has not 
gone without notice.  You must realize, Father Jenkins, that when 
Lyndon Johnson addressed our Society in 1964, Father Robert I. 
Gannon thought the remarks commenting upon the Great Society 
had all to do with the Jesuits. 

Father Jenkins, I welcome you to the dais.
(Glee Club performed “Notre Dame Victory March”)
REV. JOHN I. JENKINS:  Thank you, President Walton, for 

that wonderful welcome.  Thanks to the Glee Club for singing the 
fight song.  Thanks to all of you for being here.

I’m tremendously honored to be here tonight.  I feel tremen-
dously important being with such a distinguished group here on 
this dais.  

Someone asked me, however, why wasn’t the Mayor here to-
night.  (Laughter)

I said it was because we started on time.  (Laughter)
It’s a wonderful day, a day we celebrate — unless you’re the 

Mayor (Laughter).  It is, I’m told, his least favorite month.  He 
even canceled his subscription to Parade magazine.

But nevertheless, we have a distinguished group here.  One of 
the great blessings I have tonight is that I speak before Lou Holtz, 
who is one of the best speakers I know. 

You know, there are many challenges to being a Catholic uni-
versity president, and I could stand up here and tell you all the 
challenges I face, all the problems I have.  But, as Lou so wisely 
said, “You know, when you tell people your problems, half of them 
don’t care and half of them are glad you have them.”  (Laughter)
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I’m here with Commissioner Bratton.  I know you have some 
problems as well.  You know, the NYPD and the University of No-
tre Dame have at least one thing in common:  We both get sued by 
the ACLU.  (Laughter)  Can you believe they wanted us to change 
our name from “the Fighting Irish” to “the willing to negotiate 
unless physically provoked Irish”?  (Laughter)

Commissioner, we are committed at Notre Dame to the cause 
of justice.  So I must raise with you a very serious issue.  It has 
been over a year — over a year — and you have yet to identify a 
suspect in the death of the Staten Island groundhog.  (Laughter)

No person of interest?  No one, really?
As I would have said to Mayor de Blasio, had he been here 

tonight, I’m a Catholic priest, I’m in the forgiveness business, and 
I will be available for confession after this event.  (Laughter)

I’m also honored to share this dais with Al Smith IV.  His leg-
endary great-grandfather was once asked by FDR, “Why do you 
Irish always answer a question with a question?”  Smith replied, 
“Do we now?”  (Laughter)

And Al Smith could handle a heckler.  Once a heckler yelled, 
“Tell us all you know, Al.  It won’t take long.”  He shot back, “I’ll 
tell them all we both know.  It won’t take any longer.”  (Laughter)

Commissioner Kelly told that story a few years ago, but I loved 
it, so I decided to steal it.  Thank you, Commissioner Kelly.

You know, St. Patrick doesn’t have much to say any more 
about how we honor him.  But the founder of Notre Dame, Father 
Edward Sorin, did.  In the 1860s, Father Sorin banned student 
celebrations of St. Patrick’s Day because they had become too 
rowdy.  Imagine that!

One of Father Sorin’s successors maintained the ban, but he 
died in office, and his dying words were, “Be good to the stu-
dents.”

The next president of Notre Dame was a good Irishman, Father 
Patrick Colovin, who restored the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations.  
He was beloved and then was removed.  Father Sorin was Superi-
or General of the Holy Cross Order at the time and forced him out.

My policy on St. Patrick’s Day celebration lies somewhere 
between Father Sorin and Father Colovin.  I get out of town.  
(Laughter)  So, Members of the Society, thank you for giving me 
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a good excuse to be out of town on St. Patrick’s Day.
I’m standing next to a great at least honorary Notre Dame 

alum, Cardinal Dolan, a wonderfully hospitable person. 
I know you may not believe this, but I was running late to get 

here and Cardinal Dolan, just tremendously generous, met me at 
LaGuardia and insisted on driving me himself.  We were in a rush, 
so I hopped in the back of the car.  You wouldn’t believe the time 
we made on the Van Wyck.  

Neither did the cop who pulled us over.  As he called the dis-
patcher, he said, “I’ve stopped someone really big.”

The dispatcher said, “How big?”
“Really big.”
“Well, who is it?”
He said, “I don’t know, but Cardinal Dolan is his chauffeur.”  

(Laughter)
Traffic on the Van Wyck is terrible.  I’m told the only thing 

worse is getting stuck in line for confession behind Alex Rodri-
guez.  (Laughter)

Now, I do want to get serious for a moment and remember two 
really great Americans, both with Irish ancestry, who died a cou-
ple weeks ago just two days apart from one another:  a good friend 
of mine and many people in this room and a friend to all causes 
Irish, the former president of the Coca-Cola Company and Chair-
man Emeritus of the Board of Trustees of the University of No-
tre Dame, Don Keough; and his good friend and my good friend 
and brother in Holy Cross, the longest serving president of Notre 
Dame, the incomparable Father Theodore M. Hesburgh.

Years ago, Father Hesburgh accompanied Don Keough to Lat-
in America, going from city to city on Coca-Cola’s corporate jet 
with various Coca-Cola executives.  

Father Ted said Mass every day of his life.  They were leaving 
early.  He said, “Don, rather than get up early and say Mass, could 
I say Mass on the plane?”

Don said, “Of course.”
They were in a small cabin of a corporate jet and Don an-

nounced to the fellow executives, some of whom weren’t Cath-
olic, that Father Hesburgh was about to say Mass.  He said he 
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understood that a number of them weren’t Catholic.  They were 
cruising at about 50,000 feet.  Don said, “Now, if you’re uncom-
fortable with that, feel free to step outside.  There’s the door.”  
(Laughter) 

As my mother would say, Father Hesburgh — we called him 
Father Ted — was “a fine figure of a man,” with a full head of 
silver hair, who smoked a good cigar every day of his life until he 
died at age ninety-seven.

It was a dark, dark day in the annals of this, the friendliest of 
societies, when New York officials in their wisdom made it unlaw-
ful to smoke cigars at this august gathering.  I am proud to say that 
at Notre Dame Father Hesburgh could smoke a cigar anywhere he 
wanted, any time he wanted.

One story about Father Ted.  A Jesuit dies and goes to heaven.  
He tells St. Peter that he’s delighted to be in heaven but he’s intim-
idated by meeting the indomitable Father Hesburgh.

St. Peter says, “Don’t worry.  There’s a long line of people 
waiting to see Father Hesburgh.  You won’t meet him for a long 
time.”

The Jesuit says, “Fine.”
So he goes into heaven.  The first thing he sees is this tall, hand-

some man with silver hair, a cigar, confident and affable, talking to 
everyone, and he’s completely flustered.

He goes back to St. Peter and says, “St. Peter, I thought you 
said I wouldn’t have to meet Father Hesburgh right away.”

St. Peter says, “Oh, that’s not Father Hesburgh.  That’s God.  
He just thinks he’s Father Hesburgh.”  (Laughter)

You know, Notre Dame was given its French name by its 
French founder, Father Edward Sorin of the Congregation of Holy 
Cross.  But nearly all of Sorin’s successors had Irish ancestors.  
The student body has always had a very strong Irish presence, the 
campus a strong Irish flavor.  

We are proud to say that we have the Keough-Naughton Insti-
tute for Irish Studies with distinguished scholars of Irish literature, 
language, art, society, Notre Dame is the largest center for the 
study of Irish language outside of Ireland, and we have a won-
derful international study program in Ireland, all of which we are 
very proud of.
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We are working on a documentary, were asked to do this by the 
Irish government, a definitive documentary of the 1916 rising, in 
time for the centennial celebrations next year. 

And, very important, Notre Dame recently beat Navy in Dub-
lin in football.

Above all, Notre Dame was shaped, and still is, by the deep 
thirst for learning of the Irish people, guided by a deep faith in 
God and enriched by the love of a community.  

The spirit of the Fighting Irish is as good an explanation as 
any why Erin’s small island and those who came from it have had 
such a big impact on the world.  The influence is not due to great 
wealth.  It did not come from military conquests.  The source of 
Irish strength came from the virtues and characters of its people.  

I came to know these virtues through my mother, a very Irish 
mother, Helen Condon, and her very Irish mother, Julia Ford 
Condon.  My mother had an unwavering belief in the surpassing 
importance of family, friendships, and community.  She couldn’t 
get enough of family.  She had twelve children, and now, at age 
eighty-six, has forty-five grandchildren.

My mother was also a person of deep faith.  Like so many Irish, 
she knew tragedy in her life but learned to respond with resilient 
hope.  

She grew up on a farm.  When she was twelve, her father 
was crushed and killed by a thrashing machine.  Her mother, my 
grandmother, was left with three children to raise.  She was forced 
to sell the farm and used the proceeds to start an upholstery store.  
Her partner fled with the money.  She had to begin again and work 
in a hospital to support the family.  She never made much money, 
but she gave my mother and her brothers enough of the things that 
mattered.  When my grandmother came to live with us, as she did 
in later life, I did not hear a single complaint from her or from my 
mother.

As we celebrate our Irish heritage, we celebrate the character 
of a people — a people who knew great hardships, tragedy, and 
displacement, yet whose commitment to faith and community en-
abled them to overcome whatever obstacles came their way.  That 
is our heritage.

Centuries ago, under crushing penal laws, the Irish language 
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and faith were prohibited, Mass outlawed, churches banned, 
priests executed, and millions starved.  The Irish have nothing 
if not long memories, as well they should.  So we of all people 
must rage against the plight of Christians around the world today, 
whether in Iraq or Egypt or anywhere else, who are being perse-
cuted in the most barbaric ways at the bloody hands of ISIS or 
anyone else.

History has also made the Irish an immigrant people.  Famine 
and oppression sent our ancestors to all corners of the globe, and 
particularly to the United States.  They knew the heartbreak of 
leaving their families, the hardships of finding their way in a new 
land, the loneliness, the discrimination against poor immigrants.  
We, above all, should have hearts and minds open to the immi-
grants among us, wresting this issue from short-sighted partisan 
politics.  (Applause)

This is one important way to honor our ancestors who endured 
so much so that we might call ourselves Americans.

We are the Irish of faith, which sustained us at difficult times; 
we are the Irish of love, which builds community and cares for the 
vulnerable; and we are the fighting Irish who rise above adversity 
and meet challenge with hope.  Faith, love, hope — for most of 
us, these are the only treasures that our ancestors were able to take 
with them from their homes in Ireland.  Fortunately, in the end 
nothing more was needed.

God bless the Irish, God bless the Friendly Sons, God bless the 
United States of America, and happy St. Patrick’s Day.

(Applause)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you very much, Father Jen-

kins.
It’s now my great honor to introduce our next speaker, Coach 

Lou Holtz. 
Lou is a West Virginia native and grew up in East Liverpool, 

Ohio.  He graduated from Kent State in 1959.  I will not recite 
the record of colleges Holtz has worked at, else you feel it’s Holy 
Thursday and we are going through the Litany of Saints.  

Needless to say, Coach Holtz was the winningest coach in No-
tre Dame history and has been a source of inspiration to students, 
faculty, and alumni alike.
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For us youngsters, myself, growing up in the Midwest, the 
entire year revolved around football, practice starting on August 
15, the Feast of the Assumption, and going through Thanksgiv-
ing.  We played football in Lent, we played football in the ice and 
snow, and we took a brief respite for baseball.  When Notre Dame 
or Ohio State were on TV, everybody was tuned.

This is the second time that Coach Holtz is addressing the So-
ciety of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick.  On that prior occasion, 
we also had the luxury of hosting Supreme Court Justice Antonin 
Scalia.  

Gentlemen, I am very pleased this evening to ask Coach Holtz 
to approach the podium.

Please be upstanding and charge your glasses.
Gentlemen, “To The United States.”
(The toast was given.)
MR. LOU HOLTZ:  Thank you very much.  Thank you, John.
PARTICIPANT:  Bravo, Coach!
MR. HOLTZ:  My only desire is that the Friendly Sons of St. 

Patrick are friendly.  
Ten percent of you won’t remember 10 percent of what I said 

ten minutes after I said it.  But I hope for the next few minutes we 
can share thoughts and ideas.  The things I am going to talk to you 
about are things I believe, things I’ve experienced.  I’m not going 
to talk about something I’ve read about or heard about.

I’m flattered and honored to be here.
Father John, I want to congratulate you on a beautiful speech.  

But more importantly, I want everybody, this entire room, to know 
the tremendous leadership that Father Jenkins and the Board of 
Trustees have provided to Notre Dame, and Notre Dame has never 
shone any brighter or been any stronger because of his leadership.  
So I congratulate him and I thank him.

I think it is important for you to understand who I’m not.  I’m 
not a singer, I’m not a dancer, I’m not an entertainer, and I’m not 
an intellect.  When I graduated from high school, I was in the 
lower third of my high school class.  That’s a fact.  But if it were 
not for people like me there could have been no upper half of the 
class.  (Laughter)
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Someone said, “But you’ve written three New York Times 
best-selling books.”  That is true.  You’re looking at the only 
guy in the room who has written more books than he has read.  
(Laughter)  

I say that just so you understand there’s nothing complicated 
about me.

People say, “Oh, you must have been a good athlete.”  No, not 
really.  I love golf.  I live in Orlando.  I belong to Bay Hill and 
played the men’s shootout several years ago.  I was paired with 
Arnold Palmer.  I was so nervous, I played so bad, and we lost 
money.

We’re in the locker room afterwards and I said, “Gee, Arnie, 
I’m sorry.  I never played that bad before.”

He said, “Oh, you’ve played before, have you?”  (Laughter)
It was a beautiful parade today.  I did not march in it.  The rea-

son I don’t is I don’t believe in getting all excited and marching 
etc. at my age.

People say, “Well, do you exercise because you’re so thin?”
I say, “No.  If there’s going to be heavy breathing it’s going to 

be in wife’s bedroom.”  (Laughter)
Somebody said, “How do you stay so thin?”
I said, “I can’t eat when the Jets lose.”  (Laughter)
What I’m going to share with you today is not very complicat-

ed.  I try to keep life simple.  See, we don’t have to complicate life.  
Do you realize there are only five colors of the rainbow?  Look 
what Michelangelo did with those five colors.  There’s only seven 
musical notes; think what Beethoven did with those seven musical 
notes.  There’s only ten numbers — look what Bernie Madoff did 
with those ten numbers.  (Laughter)  I try to keep life simple.  

But it is a pleasure and an honor to be here.  You know, it’s hard 
to believe, 231 years ago, in 1784, the first group of The Friend-
ly Sons of St. Patrick met.  There were 100 in that entire group.  
That’s how it started out, 100.  Yet, five of those 100 started to The 
Bank of New York.  Then you look at this.

I think the Glee Club is absolutely beautiful. 
I know that the wives aren’t here.  I congratulate you.  (Laugh-

ter)



291

And friendly stands for being very charitable, and you certain-
ly have been, with all the money you raise for great causes.  That 
was the purpose of this.

I want to pause here and say to you, even though your wives 
aren’t here, if you want some great advice, listen to your spouse.  
Nobody knows you any better, loves you any more, wants to see 
you succeed any more, be any more honest with you.

I remember when I was at Ohio State we won the national 
championship.  There was a billboard sign that said “Behind every 
successful man stands a very surprised mother-in-law.”  (Laugh-
ter)

I want to tell you I’ve been married for fifty-three years.  My 
wife is my best friend.  

We were on a golf course.  I said, “Yeah, fifty-three years with 
my best friend.”

He said, “No, no, your wife’s not your best friend.”
I said, “Oh yes, she is.”
He said, “No, your dog is.”
I said, “You’re out of your mind.”
He said, “Well, try this.  Lock your wife and your dog in the 

trunk of the car and come back in two hours and see which one’s 
happy to see you.  The dog.”  (Laughter) 

Maybe it is the dog.
I think it’s absolutely fantastic that so many of you are here 

with your sons.  I have four children.  They’re all girls but two.  
I’m real proud of that fact.  I think how great to be with your sons.

I do want to say this.  I wrote my children a letter not long 
ago, in all seriousness.  I said, “You know, you may end up being 
president, you may end up being in jail, you may end up with all 
kinds of problems.  But there’s two things that are never going to 
change.  Number one, you’re always going to be my child, I’m 
always going to love you, and I’m always going to be there with 
you, because the thing about the Irish is you’re family, you take 
care of one another.”  

That’s why this organization was started.  What greater com-
pliment can there be to an organization than to take care of each 
other and treat them like family?
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You know, I ask this question all the time:  If you didn’t show 
up, who would miss you and why?  Think about it.

If the Irish had not come over here, would this country be the 
same?  Absolutely not.  You look at the great things the Irish have 
done here.  

You look at politics — you can go with Al Smith.  He built the 
Empire State Building in thirteen months.  He started on March 
17. He ran for office in 1928.  You look at Kennedy.

You look at education, the Jesuits, the Augustinians, the Holy
Cross priests, etc.  Great education you brought here.  You look 
at all the great institutions you have here — Manhattan, Fordham, 
St. John’s — the list goes on and on.

You look at the entertainers.  I need not tell you, so many of 
them.

You look at people in sports and athletics.
You look at the military.  I remember when the Marine General 

Kelly was here he said, “They’ve given out 102 Medals of Honor 
in the Marines and 20 percent of them have gone to Irish people.”  

You look at the accomplishments you people have had.
You look at law enforcement, the number of Irish people and 

the great things they have done.
But, more importantly, I look at the work ethic, the character, 

the integrity that the Irish have brought to this country.  It has been 
great.

Then again, I look at the Irish I have coached.  I was at the 
College of William and Mary, where unfortunately we had more 
Mary’s than we had William’s.  (Laughter) 

The quarterback was Jimmye Laycock.  Lo and behold, when 
I announced he was the starting quarterback, the second-string 
quarterback quit.  The second game Jimmye Laycock gets injured 
and I’ve got to go with the third quarterback, who was Bubba 
Hooker, the third-string quarterback who was the athletic direc-
tor’s son.  Now, do you realize how bad you have to be to be the 
athletic director’s son and be third?  That’s bad.  (Laughter)

He gets hurt in the fourth game and I’ve got to go with the 
fourth-string quarterback, a little young man by the name of Ste-
vie Regen from New Jersey.  He led us to a conference champion-
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ship because he was a leader, he was unselfish, he was competi-
tive, and he cared about people and he cared about being the best 
in the country.  We won the conference championship.

Then I go to North Carolina State.  There they had won three 
games in three years.  I go over and I play basketball, and this little 
guy, Mike Devine from Pennsylvania, third-string safety, is guard-
ing me.  I’m the head coach.  He’s pushing me, he’s fouling me.  
He doesn’t apologize.  He probably said, “Hell, that guy needs 
me on the field, he’s that competitive.”  He ended up making All 
Conference.  We went to four straight bowls.

And then I look, when I go to Notre Dame, we have a guy there 
by the name of Ryan Leahy, the grandson of Frank Leahy.  He had 
trouble remembering on, over, outside — I mean that’s not hard.  
(Laughter)

I said to him, “You’re the grandson of Frank Leahy?”
He said, “Yes, sir.”
I said, “Are you adopted?”  (Laughter)
But my greatest — these are true stories — my greatest recruit-

ing was not an Irishman but it was a Jewish young man by the 
name of Mike Rosenthal, who played at Penn High School, was 
High School All American, highly recruited.  He was Jewish.  

His mother did not like Notre Dame.  I’ll never forget being in 
his home.  He was headed to Michigan, it was a done deal, and 
she’s sitting like this.

She looked at me and she said, “Why should my Jewish son go 
to a Catholic university?” 

I said, “That’s so simple.  No matter where he is on campus, 
he can look up at the lady on the dome and she was 100 percent 
Jewish.  Michigan does not have that.”  (Laughter)

He came to the University of Notre Dame and made All Amer-
ican. 

But most of all, I’m appreciative of the Irish for the faith that 
they brought here.  When I was a youngster, I used to watch 
Bishop Sheen on TV.  On the blackboard he would always write, 
“JMJ,” Jesus, Mary, Joseph.  Outside of that, the cardinals, the 
bishops, Father Jenkins, etc. — I have so much respect.  You are 
my heroes.  But I have some questions for you.
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Some people have never been able to answer this:  Why did 
Paul keep writing the Corinthians when they never wrote him 
back?  It makes no sense. (Laughter)

There was a time you could not eat meat on Friday the entire 
year round, you had to eat fish.  I did not like fish.  I used to com-
plain every Friday, “I wish the Apostles had been ranchers rather 
than fishermen.”  I’m convinced that’s why.  (Laughter)

Somebody said, “Well, why don’t you be a vegetarian?”
“Vegetarian is an old Indian word that stood for bad hunter.”  

(Laughter)
But I say this sincerely to the members of the clergy:  you are 

my heroes, and I say it sincerely.
Ladies and gentlemen, on 9/11 a lot of brave people, policemen 

and firemen, went into a burning building down here and saved 
people’s lives.  What a great feat that is to save somebody’s life.

But I want you to think how much greater it is to save some-
body’s soul, because you do that for an eternity.  Cardinals and 
priests and bishops, etc., you and I have the same job:  we’re both 
working to beat hell, but we’re doing it in different ways.  I have 
so much respect for the difference you make in people’s lives.  I 
mean that sincerely.

(Applause)
A priest told me one time, “You can’t take your money to heav-

en but you can take your children.”  That’s pretty good advice.
But I also want to tell you how special it was for me to be 

part of the Notre Dame family for eleven years.  I know Jimmy 
Dunne’s not here.  He’s on the Board of Directors.  But I’ll tell 
you, you ought to get him up here to speak.  He is an outstanding 
speaker and a great person.

I don’t know if you realize it or not how Notre Dame got the 
word “Fighting Irish.”  When I went to Notre Dame, I studied 
everything I could about that university.

It occurred in the 1920s when the Ku Klux Klan came to South 
Bend against a Catholic.  The Irish people from Notre Dame went 
down and confronted them and won the fight.  The headline of the 
paper was “The Fighting Irish Defeat the Ku Klux Klan.”  That’s 
where the word “Fighting Irish” was started.
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It’s ironic, though, that one of the biggest games we had to fight 
was against Miami.  You remember that was a Catholic convict 
game.  I really did not like that.  I told Damietta (phonetic), “That 
is unfair to call a Catholic convict,” because not all our team was 
Catholic.  I didn’t think that was real accurate on that.  (Laughter)

They got in a fight before the game.  Now, the people that were 
fighting were the third teamers.  They aren’t going to play.  They 
have all this energy.  They’re going back to the dorms.  But all 
of a sudden we had a fight.  How embarrassing that was to me.  
We’re the host, the University of Notre Dame.  You don’t conduct 
yourself that way.  

I was so mad in the locker room.  These are absolutely true sto-
ries.  I said to them, “You embarrassed Notre Dame.  I’m going to 
tell you, you’ll pay for it on Monday.  But I want to tell you this, if 
any of you show anything but class in this game, if I see the slight-
est bit of a lack of sportsmanship, you’re not only not playing this 
year, you’ll never again play at the University of Notre Dame.  
That’s not the way we do things.”

I said, “If they want to fight after the game, meet them in the 
parking lot.  If they do, you save Jimmy Johnson’s ass for me.”  
(Laughter)  That’s true.

I wasn’t done, but the team was.  They went out of the locker 
room and won the game.  

Also, we had a big luncheon before the game.  I’ll never forget, 
at that game I come in, I sit down, and the priest says, “Before 
I say invocation” — he looked over at me and he said, “Coach, 
I’m Father So-and-So, I’m from the University of Miami, I’m the 
team chaplain, I’m a Catholic priest.  We’re up here to win the 
game, our thirty-seventh consecutive victory, and I want you to 
understand, Coach Holtz, that God doesn’t care who wins this 
game.  Let us pray.”

When it came my time to get up, I said, “Father, I agree with 
you God doesn’t care who wins the game.  But I want to prom-
ise you his mother does.  She has great interest in this game.”  
(Laughter)

I don’t know how true this is, but they told me this when I went 
to Notre Dame.  The weather is not particularly good there.  But I 
don’t know if you understand why Notre Dame ended up in South 
Bend.  It wasn’t supposed to.  It was supposed to be in San Diego.
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In 1842, Father Sorin and a great group of French priests set 
out from Baltimore, Maryland, and headed for San Diego, where 
they were going to start this great Catholic university.  They came 
across northern Indiana.  The weather was so bad — it was windy 
and snowy and freezing.

Father Sorin said, “I can’t go any further tonight, so I’ll tell you 
what we’re going to do.  We’ll set up camp here and we’ll leave 
the minute the weather gets better.”  

The weather never got any better.  That’s why it happens to be 
there.  (Laughter)

Now, when I went to the University of Notre Dame, Father 
Hesburgh said, “Coach, there are certain things at Notre Dame 
that are not negotiable.  Don’t think you’re going to come here 
and change them.”

I said, “What are they?”
He said, “We don’t redshirt, we don’t take transfers, we don’t 

have an athletic door, we’re going to play the most difficult sched-
ule we can find, we expect to win; we don’t have good facilities 
and we don’t plan on improving them because we want some-
body to come here because we have a chemistry department, not 
because we have a great weight room.”  And he said, “The other 
thing that we aren’t going to change is we have a policy that the 
head football coach at Notre Dame is not allowed to make more 
than the president of Notre Dame.”

The president of Notre Dame was a priest who took the vow 
of poverty.  (Laughter)  The most I ever made at Notre Dame was 
$135,000, and that was given to me my sixth year. 

Father Hesburgh said to me, “I can name you the head coach of 
Notre Dame.  I’m going to announce to the world that Lou Holtz 
is the head coach of Notre Dame.  What I cannot announce to the 
world is you’re the leader.  Titles come from above.  Anybody can 
give you a title.  They can name you president, they can name you 
manager, but they can’t name you the leader.”

I said, “What makes a leader, Father?”
He said, “You have to have a vision where you want to take 

the organization and you have to have a plan of how you’re going 
to do it.  You better make sure you lead by example, hold people 
accountable for the choice they make, make sure everybody un-
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derstands what your core values are.”
I’m going to make five assumptions of the people in this room 

tonight:
Number 1, I’m going to assume you want to be successful in 

your personal life.
Number 2, I’m going to assume you want to be successful in 

your professional life.
The third thing I’m going to assume is you want to feel needed.
The fourth thing I’m going to assume is you want to feel secure 

about your future.
The last thing I’m going to assume is you want to go to heaven.
With those five assumptions, ladies and gentlemen, I want to 

give you a very short plan on how you can achieve all five of those 
things.  It isn’t very complicated.

I think the first thing that you have to do if you want to achieve 
those five things is have the proper attitude.  I think the attitude we 
have is more important than anything else in this world.

I remember when I went to Notre Dame we had a quarterback 
by the name of Steve Beuerlein.  He played fifteen years in the 
NFL, three-year starter, owned all the passing records. 

I sat down with him the first week there and I said, “Steve, you 
own all the passing records and you’re a three-year starter.  I’d 
like a running quarterback.  But you aren’t very fast.  I can live 
with that.”

Steve interrupted me and he said, “How slow do you think I 
am, coach?”

I said, “Steve, if you got in a race with a pregnant mother, the 
best you’d finish would be third.”  (Laughter)  “But,” I said, “Son, 
that’s not what bothers me.  What bothers me is you threw sev-
enteen interceptions as a junior.  Son, I make this commitment to 
you:  you will not throw seven interceptions your senior year.”

He got all excited.  He said, “That’s great.  Is it the way you run 
the routes or read the coverages?”

I said, “No.  When you get to six you ain’t playing anymore.  
It’s not complicated.”  (Laughter)

It’s amazing how his attitude changed.
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You know, what’s your attitude when you have adversity?  
Let me tell you my first year at the University of South Caroli-

na the following things happened.  My wife had her second major 
cancer surgery.  They gave her a 10 percent chance to live.  Her 
weight went from 129 to eighty-nine.  I don’t even pray for her 
anymore; I pray to her.  I mean she’s a saint.  My son Skip went 
into a coma the week we played Georgia.  My mother died the 
Friday before we played Florida.  

I’m on a school airplane for three days recruiting.  We land at 
Lady Island Airport.  The pilot said, “Coach, while you visit Dar-
nell Washington, we’re going to fly eleven miles to Hilton Head to 
get gas.”  During that eleven-mile flight the school plane crashed.  
One pilot was killed instantly, the other seriously injured and later 
died.

We lost every football game we played that year.  We went 
0/11.  We had a kicker who said, “I can’t kick when you’re watch-
ing.”  (Laughter)  You explain, “You are going to be at the game.  
That’s part of your contract.”  We went 0/11 that year.

But records can be deceiving.  We really weren’t as good as our 
record would lead you to believe.  (Laughter)

You talk about everybody bitching and moaning, nasty letters, 
nasty newspaper articles.  Everybody’s down.  “He’s too old; the 
game passed him by.”

I’m in an airport after that first year.  A guy comes up and said, 
“Anybody tell you you look like Lou Holtz?”

I said, “It happens all the time.”
He said, “Really makes you mad, doesn’t it?”  (Laughter)
You’re on the bottom.  You have two choices: you stay down or 

you pick yourself up.  It was like the Irish, anything else — you’re 
going to get knocked down, you’re going to have adversity, but 
you can succeed when no one believes in you.  You cannot suc-
ceed if you do not believe in yourself.

I can’t begin to tell you how many times I got down on my 
knees and prayed the Good Lord to give me the courage and the 
strength when I walked into a staff meeting or a team meeting.  I 
believed in the vision.

Twelve months later, South Carolina had the second greatest 
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turnaround in the history of NCAA football.  We beat Ohio State 
in the bowl game the following year, finished eleventh in the 
country, beat Ohio State again.

You’re going to get knocked down.  That’s part of life.  You 
need to have fun with what you do, enjoy it.

I came to New York.  I turned a job down with the Jets three 
different times.  Al Ward said, “Come tell Leon Hess and Phil 
Iselin you don’t want to coach the Jets.”  

So I come up here to say no. 
I called my wife that night.  She said, “You did what?”
I said, “I’m the head coach of the Jets.”
She said, “You went there to turn it down.”
I said, “Let’s see what it’s like.”
I came here without a vision, without a plan.  The first two 

weeks I’m here, we lose John Riggins to the Redskins, first year 
of free agency, get nothing in return.  And every time something 
went wrong I’d say, “I didn’t think this would happen.  I didn’t 
think this would work out.  I didn’t think it was what I wanted to 
do.”

Ladies and gentlemen, I resigned from the New York Jets, one 
of the best jobs in the world.  But it’s like anything else.  If our 
attitude’s not right, we don’t see the wonderful opportunities; we 
only see the negative things that happen.

So enjoy what you’re doing.  Look at the positives.
And have fun.  People said, “Do you have fun doing ESPN?”
“Not really.  I’m up in Bristol, Connecticut, fifteen minutes 

from Hartford, by telephone.”
After the championship game I’m done.  I’m not doing any 

more TV.  I’m done.
But I want to tell you I had gone there with a guy named Mark 

Bain.  Now, he’s a beautiful guy, but we’re different.  He was a 
player; I was a coach.  He made suggestions; I made decisions.  
He showered after work; I showered before work.  He signed a 
paycheck on the back; I signed it on the front.  (Laughter)

But I had fun when we were doing it, even though I may not 
want to be there, because if you have fun doing something, people 
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have fun being around you.  That’s just the way it goes.
It doesn’t mean you don’t do dumb things.  I went on TV one 

time and called it “University of Auburn.”  The next week I had to 
get on and apologize.

I said, “Many of you wrote.  I’m a fast learner and I appreciate 
your writing me and telling me it’s Auburn University and not 
University of Auburn.  I made the mistake.  I’m a great learner.  I 
will not make it again.  So please don’t write anymore.”

I then turned to Rece Davis.  I said, “I had no idea that many 
people from Auburn could write.”  (Laughter)  You want to talk 
about some nasty letters the next week.

We had no teleprompter, no script, no rehearsal.  I get on TV 
one day and Mark Bain said something about golf.  I said, “Mark, 
I want you to know I’m the best golfer at Lake Nona.”

Now, we happen to have Graeme McDowell who lived there, 
Henry Stinson, Ian Poulter, Justin Rose.  I came back the next day 
and all those members are on me about lying.

I said, “Let me tell you something.  Three hundred members 
know I lied.  Three hundred million people think I’m a hell of a 
golfer.  I like those odds.”  (Laughter)

The last thing I want to say — it is a true story — is you can’t 
let people control your attitude. 

We’re going down to play Florida in the Sugar Bowl seven 
years ago, coached by Steve Spurrier.  We’re an underdog.  I felt 
we’d win the game, which we did, but nobody else gave us much 
chance.  

Lo and behold, during those two days — I always want to be 
home with my family on Christmas Eve.  I took my wife and my 
four children and went to Orlando and we went out to dinner.  The 
waiter came up and he recognized me.

He said, “You’re Lou Holtz, head coach of Notre Dame, aren’t 
you?”

I said, “Yes, sir.”  I immediately took out my pen, thinking he 
wanted an autograph.

He said, “Let me ask you a question:  what’s the difference 
between Notre Dame and Cheerios?”

I said, “I don’t have a clue.”
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He said, “Cheerios belong in a bowl; Notre Dame doesn’t.”  
(Laughter)

Well, it made me mad.  I’m in the state of Florida, we’re going 
to play Florida, and he makes that comment.  I got in a bad mood.

My wife said to me, “You’re going to let somebody you never 
met before, you’re never going to see again, doesn’t care a thing 
about you, ruin this evening?  You can’t let other people control 
your attitude.”

She’s absolutely right.  We had a wonderful evening.  My atti-
tude changed.  

I felt so good a little bit later I called the waiter back over and 
I said, “Son, let me ask you a question:  what’s the difference be-
tween Lou Holtz and a golf pro?”

He said, “I don’t have a clue.”
I said, “A golf pro gives tips,” which he found out when the 

meal was over.  (Laughter)
The other thing is you have to have a passion to win.  Whatev-

er you do, you have to have a passion to win.  That’s the thing I 
love about the Irish.  Whether they were boxers, competitors, they 
wanted to find a way to win the bet they could.  

Everybody wants to win when the band’s playing, the crowd’s 
cheering, the TV lights are on.  The question I ask is:  Can you 
live with losing; can you live with failure, can you live with me-
diocrity?

See, ladies and gentlemen, we’re going to have things go 
against us.  I remember when I was at Arkansas and all we had to 
do was beat SMU and we’d be invited to the Orange Bowl.  Ar-
kansas had never been to the Orange Bowl.  Not only that, we’d 
play Oklahoma, which at that time was number 2 in the country.  
The last time Arkansas played Oklahoma, Oklahoma beat them 
107-0.  We’re ahead of SMU 42-14, the fourth quarter, fans throw-
ing oranges on the field, everybody’s excited.

After the game, the media said, “What did you think when the 
fans were throwing oranges out in the field?”

I said, “Thank God we weren’t going to the Gator Bowl.”  
(Laughter)

It was an exciting time.  But then, unfortunately, I had to sus-
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pend three athletes that scored 78 percent of our touchdowns.  
The people said, “Are you a disciplinarian?”
“Not really.  All I do is enforce people’s choices.  You choose 

to violate the do-right rule, you’re choosing not to play.”
They violated the do-right rule.  I said, “You aren’t going to 

play.”  They got a lawyer, took me to court to get an injunction.  
The attorney general for Arkansas represented me because I was a 
state employee.  He was named Bill Clinton.  He did a marvelous 
job.  We won the case.  The players would not be allowed to play.

But I also lost a football team.  Arkansas became the largest 
underdog there has ever been in a major bowl before they took it 
off the board.  Nobody gave us a chance to win.

About three days before the game, at a team meeting our foot-
ball team was in disarray, very negative.  They came in.  Their 
heads were down.

I said, “I know why we can’t win.  Every day I pick up a paper 
and I read about the great players from Oklahoma who are going 
to play.  Every day I pick up the paper and I read about the great 
players from Arkansas that are not going to play.  But I’ve nev-
er read one positive comment about anybody in this room.  So I 
know why we can’t win.  I want you to tell me why we can.”

For a while nobody said anything.  Then Charles Clay stood up 
and he said, “Coach, we have the number one defense in the coun-
try,” which we did.  He said, “So we aren’t going to get beat near 
as bad as everybody thinks.”  It wasn’t what I wanted.  (Laughter)

Then they pointed out we had a great competitor at quarter-
back, had a great offensive line, pointed out we had a great punter, 
place kicker.  I wanted them to say they had a great coach, but that 
never came up.  (Laughter)

But when they left the room, it was a different team.  Why?  
They focused on what we could do instead of listening to every-
body tell us what we can’t.  That’s what happens to too many 
people in this country.  Everybody tells you why you can’t do 
something instead of looking for reasons why we can. 

Four days later, we beat Oklahoma 31-6, which enabled Notre 
Dame to win the national championship because they jumped over 
us in the final poll.
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Get rid of all the excuses.  
I try to keep life simple.  I had two mandates as a coach at No-

tre Dame:  graduate the athletes and win.  That’s all.  Not put them 
in the pros, not get to know the alumni, but graduate and win.  

If you’re in business, you have two mandates.  Your two man-
dates are satisfy the customer and make a profit.

We complicate life.  Keep it simple.
The first time I ever used common sense was in the seventh 

grade.  This story is basically true but I’ll embellish it.  I had a nun 
named Sister Mary Harriet who disliked me.  One day we had a 
huge test.  I finished before everybody else because most of my 
paper was blank.  I didn’t want to look at a blank paper, so I started 
looking around out of boredom.  I was not trying to cheat, but she 
thought I was.  

She hollered in front of the whole class, “Lou Holtz, if I even 
suspect you of cheating I’m taking 10 percent off your grade.”

I got out the textbook and said, “Ninety sounds good to me.”
So just keep life simple.  Satisfy the customer and make a prof-

it.  Graduate and win.  Don’t get complicated.
The fourth part of the plan:  keep growing.  Ladies and gen-

tlemen, you’re either growing or you’re dying.  Everybody needs 
four things in your life.  If you don’t have one of these four things, 
you find a tremendous void.  Everybody needs something to do, 
everybody needs someone to love, everybody needs someone to 
believe in (in my case that’s Jesus Christ) and the fourth thing 
is you need something to hope for.  Ladies and gentlemen, have 
something to hope for.

For me, I wish the people in this country would not be content 
with where they are.  But it’s time somebody stood up and told 
people how good they could be and how much they’re capable of 
accomplishing if you believe in it and if you have standards for it 
and you help them.  But it doesn’t happen.  Oh, they just stay right 
there.  It’s wrong and it’s unfair to the people of this country.

Now, I’ve done a lot of dumb things in this world, but let me 
tell you the one thing I truly regret.  I went to the University of 
Notre Dame.  The game before I got there, Miami had beaten them 
58-6.  We took that program on the bottom and we took it to the 
very top.  For nine straight years we went to a January 1 bowl — 
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the Sugar, the Cotton, the Orange, or the Fiesta.  During those nine 
years the average rank of the team we played was number 6 in the 
country whose total record was something like eighty-four and 
six.  We took it to the very top and we maintained it.  That’s the 
dumbest thing I’ve done.

The rule of life is you’re either growing or you’re dying.  A tree 
is either growing or it’s dying.  So’s a person.  So’s a marriage.  It 
doesn’t have a thing to do with age; it has everything to do with 
you’re trying to accomplish something.

We finished second in the country and you know what every-
body called me?  An idiot — head idiot finished second in the 
country.  A guy finishes last in medical school, they call him doc-
tor.  That doesn’t seem real fair.  (Laughter)

But you get on top.  You get on top and you say, “This is pretty 
good.  Let’s not risk it.  Let’s not change.  Let’s maintain.”  The 
more successful you are, when you try to maintain you never have 
enthusiasm, no reason to celebrate.  You never come up with any 
new ideas.

When I left the University of Notre Dame, I never thought I 
would coach again.  Where do you go from Notre Dame?  Ac-
cording to my mother, you go directly to heaven and you sit by the 
Pope, you don’t coach anymore.

Then I went to live in a town where the average age was de-
ceased.  (Laughter)  What I found out was I wasn’t tired of coach-
ing, I was tired of maintaining.  That’s absolutely critical.

So, ladies and gentlemen, that’s why I say you always have to 
have something to hope for no matter how successful you are.

The last rule is the most important thing:  make good choices.  
That’s all life is, make good choices.  Wherever you are, good or 
bad, is because of the choices you made.

I had three rules for our football team, for my children, for 
myself, for forty years — never needed a fourth rule.  We have 
federal laws, county laws, state laws, corporate laws, bylaws, in-
laws, and outlaws.  We only need three laws:

Rule number 1, do right.  Do what’s right, and if you have any 
doubt, get out the Bible.  I don’t think it’s right to find a team-
mate’s wallet before he’s lost it.  That’s called stealing, son.  Just 
do the right thing.  That’s not hard, not complicated.  Do the right 
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thing.  Why is it important to do the right thing?  So people can 
trust you.

Rule number 2, do everything to the very best of your ability.  
That’s all.  Not everybody can be All American, but everybody 
can be the best they can be.  Not everybody can be first team.  I 
learned this from Woody Hayes when I coached for him.  Your ob-
ligation as the leader, as a parent, is not to be well liked.  You want 
to have a friend, buy a damn dog.  Your obligation is to make them 
the very best they can.  That’s only when you have standards.  The 
one standard everybody can reach is being the best you can be in 
every single phase of your life.

I’m at Notre Dame.  We’re playing Stanford, coached by Bill 
Walsh.  We’re ahead 16-nothing. We get beat.  You know why we 
got beat?  Because I let little things slide.  I started letting little 
things slide instead of being tough and demanding. 

I went to them on Monday and I said, “If I’m murdered to-
night, the police won’t even investigate it.  All of you would be a 
suspect.”

We had a physical practice where an All American guard, Aar-
on Taylor, was injured.  His place was taken by a second-string 
left guard.  It didn’t take very long in the practice to realize the 
second-string left guard was just going through the motions.

I stopped practice and I said to him, “What gives you the right 
to cause your teammates to fail?  The other ten guys are playing 
their hearts out with nothing to show for it.  If you want to fail you 
have the right to fail, but nobody has the right to cause somebody 
else to fail because you don’t fulfill your job.  You join a team, 
you join a business, you bring a child into the world, you have an 
obligation.”

He hemmed and hawed.  I said, “Go think about it.”  The third-
string left guard jumped in.  I said we were going to play with that 
left guard.  I didn’t play him but I was mad.  Break the huddle.  We 
have the vacant area. 

He said, “What do we do?”
I said, “Act like we have one.”
Rick Mirer takes the ball, gives the ball to Reggie Brooks, our 

tailback.  Oliver Gibson comes through the vacant spot, hits Reg-
gie Brooks as soon as he gets the ball.  Tremendous moment of 



306

silence.  Reggie started to moan he couldn’t see.  It scares you.  
Turned his helmet around.  He was fine, came back to the huddle.  
After three plays, they’re complaining.

I said, “What’s wrong?”
“We don’t have a left guard.”
I said, “When did you notice?”  I said, “I’m tired of pretenders, 

I’m tired of imposters, I’m tired of impersonators.  We played last 
week with eight players and three imposters.  I’d rather we played 
with eight, though we would have lost.”

(Inaudible) said, “Wow, if we had eleven like them nobody’d 
beat us.”

We never lost again for our next seventeen straight games.  
The average margin of victory in the last five games was fourteen 
points, because of the obligation we had to be the best we can be 
and demand it from other people.

The last rule is just show people you care, that’s all.  
My wife and I are as different as night and day, as I said.  She 

left me a note not long ago — and she doesn’t have a sense of 
humor — this scared me.  It said, “Lou, I can’t please everybody 
in the world, so I’m going to stop trying and I’m going to focus on 
pleasing one person a day, and today’s not your day, and tomorrow 
doesn’t look real promising either.”  (Laughter)

She did one interview because it had to do with cancer.  They 
said, “What did you learn from having cancer?”  She said, “I 
learned how much my family loved me.”  We didn’t love her any 
more; we showed it.

Why does somebody have to go through a catastrophe before 
we reach out and say how special you are?

My wife said to me, “How do you talk about caring about peo-
ple with your bumper sticker on your car?”  We go to church, 
Cardinal, and I’ve got to park in the back of the lot so nobody can 
see the bumper sticker.  But it sums up how I feel about some of 
the people with their false handicap.  The bumper sticker merely 
says:  “Jesus loves you.  Everybody else thinks you’re an ass-
hole.” (Laughter)

Ladies and gentlemen, if you do the right thing, you’re always 
going to have people who will trust you.  All relationships have to 
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be based on trust.  If you do everything to the best of your ability, 
they know you’re committed to excellence, and always show peo-
ple you care, it works out.

There’s a statue of me at Notre Dame.  I guess, Father Jenkins, 
they needed a place for the pigeons.  I don’t know.  On this pedes-
tal there are three words:  Trust, Commitment, Love.  Those were 
our core values.  Those were the things we believed in.

Ladies and gentlemen, that’s the plan that enables us to do 
those five things, those five assumptions I made.

You’ve absolutely been great, but I’ve just got to close with a 
couple thoughts.

Think how great this country would be if our government op-
erated by those three rules.  See, ladies and gentlemen, I was born 
with a silver spoon in my mouth.  I wish I could trust a govern-
ment, knew they were committed to excellence, and cared about 
me as much as maybe somebody else. 

But I was born with a silver spoon in my mouth.  My dad went 
to the third grade.  I was born in the Depression in 1937.  He’d 
gone to the third grade.  I wasn’t born in a hospital; I was born in a 
cellar by Dr. McGraw.  We had one bedroom for my sister, myself, 
and my parents.  We had a kitchen and a half bath.  Seven and a 
half years we lived there.  There was no welfare, there were no 
food stamps, there was no safety net.

But I’ll tell you why I felt I was born with a silver spoon in 
my mouth, because I was born in this country.  I was taught by 
my parents to make good choices, to be held accountable for the 
decisions I made.  

They also told me, “We’ll take care of you when you’re young 
and you take care of us when we’re old.”  We did that.  We thought 
that was our obligation, to take care of our parents.  They take care 
of us when you’re young.

I also believe coming in here to have the opportunity to be with 
great people, to be involved with the game of football, which I 
truly love, where I learned more than I ever did in a college class-
room.

I also say this, that there’s two things that young people should 
be taught at home and reinforced in the school that’s no longer 
taught.
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Number one, they should be taught respect for authority — re-
spect for parents, respect for elders, respect for teachers, respect 
for coaches, but, more importantly, respect for the law.  That’s not 
taught anymore and it’s not reinforced.

The other thing that should be taught is what whatever choices 
they make are going to have ramifications.  They have to learn if 
they make bad choices there are penalties that go with it.  But if 
we have people continuing to make bad choices without any ram-
ifications, we are never going to get things solved.  

If you choose to do drugs, drop out of school, join a gang, have 
five tattoos all over you, have five children out of wedlock, you’ve 
chosen to have difficult life, and don’t blame me.  

Let’s teach people to make good choices.  It’s not real compli-
cated if you follow those three simple rules.

Last summer I went over to Afghanistan to visit with our 
troops.  Ladies and gentlemen, if you have any doubt about some 
of the great people in this country, you go over and visit them.  I 
spent eight days.

I was an officer in the Army.  I was over there.  I had to wear a 
thirty-five-pound flak jacket and a helmet.  I had a master marks-
man with me the whole time.  The biggest difference between 
there and Iraq was when you went into the mess hall they took 
their weapons with them, because that’s up there in the mountains 
where they had a lot of “blue on green” killing.  There I was, over 
there for eight days.

I got back and my wife said, “Were you ever scared?”
I said, “Not until I landed in Chicago.”  (Laughter)
How blessed I’ve been.  Ladies and gentlemen, this is a great 

country, and what makes it a great country is because people are 
trying to come here and not trying to leave.

Very simple.  I feel this way about immigration, the same thing 
I told our football players the day they reported, and I feel this way 
about immigration.  You come here to become us.  We didn’t bring 
you here to become you.  I don’t care who comes here or where 
they come from.  I do care why they come here, because they want 
the opportunity to succeed, they want the opportunity to make a 
better life by hard work.
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There are too many citizens in this country that are dying.  I’m 
not talking about physically.  We have too many citizens in this 
country who are content wherever they are, whether it’s in a sim-
ple little job or whether it’s on welfare or food stamps, like that’s 
the best thing that could happen to them.  

That’s absolutely wrong, ladies and gentlemen.  I believe in 
this country.  It’s the greatest country in the world.

But the question I ask so many times is:  what are our core val-
ues?  You know, ladies and gentlemen, what holds a family togeth-
er, what holds a business together, what holds a country together, 
what holds a team together are core values.  You don’t have to like 
one another, you don’t have to like the same music.  You have to 
share the same core values.

At one time core values in this country were the same things 
that the Irish believed in:  hard work, perseverance, etc.

Ladies and gentlemen, when I stood up here I knew 10 percent 
of you wouldn’t remember 10 percent of what is said.  But for the 
last fifteen minutes you have given me your most prized posses-
sion, your time.  I really appreciate the opportunity to be here.

I leave you with this very last thought.  Will the next genera-
tion be glad that we came along?  Will they be glad that we came 
along, that you stood up and believed in the core values and fought 
for them, or are you going to be silenced by the people who worry 
about being politically correct?

Ladies and gentlemen, since I’ve spoken out I’ve had the IRS 
investigate me.  They can’t find a thing.  Let me tell you, bring the 
damn thing on, because I believe in this country and I’m going to 
stand up so that some day later they won’t say “Where were you?”

God bless Ireland.  God bless you.  God bless this country.
(Applause)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, please remain upstand-

ing.  While this ends our toasts, I would ask the gentlemen to be 
upstanding for the singing of our National Anthem.

(Singing of National Anthem by participants)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you.
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Gentlemen, this concludes the 231st Anniversary Dinner of the 
Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the City of New 
York.

Please get home safely.
(Adjourned:  9:51 p.m.)
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REGULAR STATED MEETING 

held at

The Princeton Club

New York, New York

May 4, 2015

The Regular Stated Meeting of the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of Saint Patrick in the City of New York, held on Monday 
May 4, 2015, at The Princeton Club, 15 West 43rd Street, New 
York City, was called to order by the President of the Society, John 
C. Walton.

PRESIDENT JOHN C. WALTON:  Gentlemen, may I have 
your attention, please?  Thank you for being present at our May 
meeting.  I am very happy to have with us the speaker this eve-
ning, Bill Duggan, who will talk to us about “Dagger John.”

Before we begin our dinner, I would like Kevin Faughey please 
to lead us in the singing of “The Hail of the Friendly Sons.”

(“The Hail of the Friendly Sons” was performed by the Glee 
Club.)

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, thank you.
We have a number of guests this evening.  I am going to first 

invite Father Sakano to say grace, and afterwards dinner will be 
served.  After dinner we will go through the formal part of our 
business meeting.  Then Mr. Duggan will speak on the topic at 
the end.

Now I invite Monsignor Donald Sakano, please, to join me at 
the podium and say grace.

MSGR. DONALD SAKANO:  Thank you.
We assemble before you, Lord, in prayer to give you thanks 

for the blessings you bestow upon us.  In return for the food we 
enjoy this night and the good company we keep, may we become 
more aware of what you ask of us in return:  that we be a people 
of justice who are inspired by those men and women who have 
gone before us and live among us now, who are willing to sacrifice 
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even with their lives for the cause of freedom; that we are a people 
who seek peace, knowing that it is our quick response to injustice 
that ensures it; that we are a people who strive for excellence by 
empowering others with the highest values that come from the 
best of our tradition; that we must be vigilant about hunger, both 
of the soul and stomach, knowing that such emptiness is alien to 
the dignity and rights of all people.  Therefore, oh Lord, we ask 
for your blessing on every morsel we eat and every breath we take 
so that we become your apt stewards in a world where hunger and 
injustice persist, that, nourished with the food of courage, honor, 
and loyalty, we will work toward creating a world that is in har-
mony with your divine will.  We are confident of this, for you have 
guided in the past and abide with us still.  We are sons and daugh-
ters of St. Patrick.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you very much, Monsignor. 
Please be seated.  We will have dinner, after which we will 

have the formal part of our meeting.  Thank you.
(Dinner served)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, may I have your atten-

tion again?  I realize there may be a little bit of clanking while the 
servers remove the plates and serve dessert, but I would like to get 
the formal part of our meeting under way.

As the first order of business, I would like to recognize our 
Secretary, John Coleman, to come to the podium for the purpose 
of reading the minutes of the January meeting.

MR. JOHN A. COLEMAN, III:  Mr. President, I submit that 
we dispense with the reading of the minutes of the January meet-
ing and that they be accepted into the record as prepared.

PRESIDENT WALTON:  May I have a motion to accept the 
minutes?

(A motion to accept the minutes was made and seconded.)
All in favor.
(Chorus of “Ayes”)
The motion is moved.
I would now like to recognize our Treasurer, Tom Sullivan, to 

render his report.
MR. THOMAS H. SULLIVAN:  Thank you, Mr. President, 
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fellow Friendly Sons.
Picking up on my prior report at the January meeting, our cash 

on hand as of January 1 of this year was $280,028.  Since that 
time, with the dinner receipts and membership dues coming in, the 
receipts have been a total of $674,225, for a total of cash on hand 
plus receipts of $954,253.

Disbursements during that period, up until April 30, totaled 
$712,825.  That number included charity grants of, in my num-
bers as of April 30, $185,000 worth of charity grants, the checks 
issued and cashed, and $15,000 that have not yet been cashed, 
plus another $100,000 contribution to the St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
Rehabilitation Fund.

All of that leaves us with cash on hand as of April 30, 2015, of 
$241,428.

In our capital fund, the market value of our investments as of 
April 30 comes to $2,479,125.  

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, may I have a motion for 
approval?

(A motion to accept the Treasurer’s report was made and sec-
onded.)

All in favor.
(Chorus of “Ayes”)
The motion is carried.
Tom has brought with him as a guest this evening Matt Mc-

Cabe, who has been a beneficiary of our charity, our good offices, 
a senior at Xavier High School.  Do you want to just stand up 
and introduce yourself?  Could you please come up here and tell 
everybody that you are going to be actually going to college next 
year?

MR. MATT MCCABE:  Hi, everyone.  I’m Matt McCabe.  I’m 
a senior at Xavier High School.  I will give you a little bit of back-
ground.

My parents divorced in 2007.  I was going to public middle 
school, and I knew I really wanted to go to private high school.  
Now, that being said, my mom is a single mom and had no clue 
how she was going to do it.  But she knew that she wanted to pro-
vide that for me.  
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Because of the Friendly Sons, I have had the opportunity of 
a lifetime to attend Xavier and have had more experiences than 
I would have had anywhere else.  I’m happy to say that I will be 
going to Purdue University next year to study mechanical engi-
neering.  Thank you all for allowing me this opportunity to show 
you what you guys have done.

(Applause)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  As my second-year Latin teacher 

said, Id me placuit, “It pleases me.”
It is my sad duty to read the names of the members who have 

passed away since our last meeting:  Michael D. McQuade, Pat-
rick Moloney, His Eminence Edward Cardinal Egan, Donald 
Horan, Glenn Patterson, James F. Murphy III.

I would also like to add to this list Officer Brian Moore, who 
died this morning in Jamaica Hospital.

Gentlemen, could you please rise and render a moment of si-
lence.

(All rose)
Thank you, gentlemen.
I would like to now recognize Matt McLaughlin, who is going 

to stand in for Lawrence Cooke, who had to leave early for famil-
ial duties, to render the report of the Admissions Committee.

MR. MATTHEW T. MCLAUGHLIN:  Thank you, Jack.
I’m not as tall as Lawrence nor as good-looking as Lawrence, 

and probably not as smart.  But it so happens that Lawrence is a 
volunteer firefighter — there’s nothing familial at all about his 
excuse — Lawrence is a volunteer firefighter in Pelham Manor, 
and he finds it a better use of his time to pull cats from trees rather 
than serve as the reporter for the Admissions Committee.  So I 
have been asked to stand in and do Lawrence’s duty.

The Committee met this afternoon and it moved to Life Mem-
bership the following two members:  James Rafferty and John 
Corcoran.

The Committee also recommends that the following names 
be admitted to Active Membership:  Elias Bahou, Patrick Begos, 
Christopher Ciullo, Brian Ciullo — hold on, Bahou, Begos, Ci-
ullo.  Am I in the wrong place?  I think — maybe this is why 
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Lawrence isn’t here — the Admissions Committee is not doing its 
proper diligence anymore.

So I will continue:  Bartholomew Codd — now it’s getting 
better — Timothy Codd, William Finn, David Fitzmaurice, Ed-
ward Greason, Martin Kehoe, Thomas McFarland, Shane Mad-
den, Kevin Maloney, Robert Meagher, Michael O’Hare, Stephen 
O’Hare — now we’re cooking with gas — Patrick Power, Brian 
Reidy, Michael Reidy, Ambrose Richardson, Erik Rocca, Patrick 
Tully, Matthew Worsham, Christophre Cornett, Bryan Dowdall, 
Patrick Jordan, John McCormack, Raymond Murphy, and finally, 
Philip C. Ziminsky.

The Admissions Committee recommends that those gentlemen 
be admitted as active members of the Friendly Sons.

Gentlemen, before we make the motion and before I conclude 
the Admissions Committee report, I would just like to thank the 
Admissions Committee, led by the very able Lawrence Cooke, for 
bringing to the Society those thirty-plus names.  We have grown 
precipitously in the last couple of years.  We dipped in the post-
2008 recession, but the numbers are back, upwards of 900.  If we 
stay at this pace, we will be fully packed in a year or so.

So, gentlemen, it is the duty of everybody in this room and the 
duty of the other members of the Society not here present to keep 
bringing in new members.  There are applications available elec-
tronically.  There are applications available on paper outside with 
Jackie.  It is our Society to grow.  So let’s all keep up the good 
work.  I thank the Admissions Committee.

May I please have a motion to accept the recommendations of 
the Admissions Committee?

(A motion to accept the recommendations of the Admissions 
Committee was made and seconded.)

All in favor.
(Chorus of “Ayes”)
Thank you, gentlemen.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  I can tell you, Matt, Brian Ciullo is 

my godson, and his mother is Irish.  I have known Bob Ciullo, 
who is 100 percent Italian, since we went to graduate school forty 
years ago.



316

It is now my duty to propose a Nominating Committee to rec-
ommend to the membership those to serve as officers of the So-
ciety and to be voted upon at the annual meeting in November.  I 
hereby designate the following members to serve on the Nomi-
nating Committee:  Mark Codd as Chairman, Thomas O’Brien, 
Alfred Smith, Robert J. Reilly, Victor Ziminsky, Jr., John FitzSi-
mons, Ray Teatum, Peter Scales, John Waldron, and Joe Geoghan.

All in favor.
(Chorus of “Ayes”)
Gentlemen, the Glee Club will entertain us after Mr. Duggan’s 

presentation on “Dagger John.”  Jim Keaney has with him busi-
ness cards with the information regarding the Glee Club, and if 
you are interested or if you know somebody who would be inter-
ested in singing with the Glee club, please see us afterwards.

I would like to introduce our speaker for the evening, William 
Duggan, Chairman of the Archbishop Hughes Commemorative 
Committee.  

As we know, Archbishop Hughes was one of Ireland’s great-
est emigrants to the United States in the nineteenth century, yet 
very little has been done to tell his story.  The Archbishop Hughes 
Commemorative Committee, in collaboration of the Friendly 
Sons of St. Patrick, the Ancient Order of Hibernians, and Knights 
of Columbus, is pleased to announce that a lasting memorial has 
been commissioned to honor and perpetuate the life and legacy of 
Archbishop John J. Hughes, Ireland’s greatest immigrant of the 
nineteenth century and unsung American hero.  The memorial will 
be unveiled at a ceremony celebrating the 200th anniversary of 
the Basilica of St. Patrick’s Old Cathedral in November by His 
Eminence Cardinal Timothy Dolan.  I understand the date is No-
vember 22.

Bill Duggan is Maersk Line’s head of operations for North 
American Refrigerated Services.  He is a refugee from Brooklyn, 
with his ancestry traced back to Galway and County Cork.  Mr. 
Duggan refers to himself, incorrectly, as a native of Staten Island, 
as so many would.  He is a graduate of Monsignor Farrell High 
School and Ball State University.  He and his wife Terry have 
four children.  He is a member of the Friendly Sons of St. Pat-
rick in Morris County, on the Executive Board there, the Order of 
Ancient Hibernians, Division 9, New York Knights of Columbus, 
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Council 359 of Morristown, New Jersey, and Fourth Degree and 
Deputy Grand Knight.

Mr. Duggan, I invite you to the podium.
MR. WILLIAM DUGGAN:  Thank you very much, Jack, for 

that kind introduction.  You have stolen most of my speech, so I 
will try to ad lib it as I go.

Good evening, everyone.  Brother Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, 
it is a great honor to be given this opportunity to speak in front of 
you tonight about an initiative our Committee has been so pas-
sionately working on for the past several years that will finally 
culminate and come to fruition this November.

Today, though, I speak to you as the Chairman of the Archbish-
op Hughes Commemorative Committee, which, as Jack has out-
lined, is a dedicated group of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, the 
Ancient Order of the Hibernians, and, most recently, the Knights 
of Columbus.  We have all come together to culminate this very 
great and passionate event that we will have in the unveiling.

You are probably asking yourself why a Jersey guy is so inter-
ested in honoring the life of a New York archbishop.  Why is this 
being done after so many years?  Why now?  Well, the Diocese of 
New York at the time also included Northern New Jersey.  During 
his Episcopal reign, Archbishop Hughes opened and blessed our 
home parish church in Morristown, New Jersey, the Church of the 
Assumption, where so many Irish workers were sent to take care 
of the estates and the farms of the rich.  The Irish were hired right 
out of Ellis Island and sent directly to Morristown, which today is 
a vibrant community with deep Irish roots and affinity.

Like many great ideas, the concept of honoring Archbishop 
Hughes began over a pint in one of Morristown’s fine Irish es-
tablishments, the Dublin Pub.  The Heritage Committee of the 
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick had a history of honoring unsung 
Irish heroes within the tri-state area.  We convinced the United 
States National Park Service to erect a plaque at Jockey Hollow, 
the country’s first national park, commemorating the brave Irish 
soldiers who fought under General George Washington during 
the Revolutionary War.  We placed a plaque on the side of As-
sumption Church commemorating the Irish immigrants and Irish 
families who lived in Morristown’s Little Dublin neighborhood.  
Using the help of an accomplished surveyor, we placed a plaque 
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marking the infamous Five Points neighborhood in Manhattan.  
Of course, we chose the nearest pub to hang that plaque.

Another was a plaque we hung inside the historic Fraunces 
Tavern, the place where eighteen generals of Irish descent said 
goodbye to General George Washington before he took his inau-
guration as our country’s first president just a stone’s throw away 
on Wall Street.

With Irish legacy in mind, we decided to contact the Basili-
ca of St. Patrick’s Old Cathedral, the site of Hughes’s parish and 
residence, and give it our best shot.  We were contacting an Ital-
ian-Japanese priest who had no idea who we were and asking him 
to hang a plaque on his building commemorating Irish history.  
And by the way, the building is a protected site of the National 
Register of Historic Places.  So what do you think our odds of 
succeeding were?

Well, to our big surprise, Monsignor Donald Sakano, a man 
with true vision and true passion for the Archbishop Hughes him-
self, invited us to meet and discuss this initiative in further detail.  
In fact, it was Monsignor Donald Sakano who came up with the 
idea to memorialize Archbishop John J. Hughes instead.  Why 
not?  You don't have to ask us twice.  We are very fortunate to 
have been very well received by Monsignor Sakano.  Who would 
ever think that a person with the last name of Sakano would be so 
devoted to Irish history, but as Chaplain for the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians and many other organizations, I can tell you that the 
Irish have no bigger fan than Monsignor Donald Sakano.

(Applause)
Thank you, Monsignor, for your leadership on this project.  You 

have found a way to harness our energy and guide our passion to 
create something more spectacular than we originally envisioned, 
a tangible way to continue Archbishop Hughes’s life work in the 
twenty-first century.  Instead of hanging a two-foot-by-three-foot 
plaque that we dreamed of over a pint in the Dublin Pub, I am 
proud to announce that the scope of this project has grown slight-
ly.  In conjunction with the Basilica of St. Patrick’s Old Cathe-
dral’s 200th anniversary, the Archbishop Hughes Commemorative 
Committee has commissioned a world-class sculpture to create an 
almost twelve-foot-tall memorial in his likeness on the grounds 
of the Basilica and, most importantly, has established a fund that 
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will continue his legacy of social mobility through education by 
financially supporting the newly created Archbishop John Hughes 
Center for Spiritual Formation.  The memorial and center will be 
unveiled by His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan, as mentioned, 
on November 22 this year — it’s a Sunday — right after our mass.

I would like to spend a few minutes, though, on the topic of 
why you are here tonight — that is, who was Archbishop John J. 
Hughes? — and describing why we are doing what we are doing.  

John Hughes was the son of Patrick and Margaret Hughes, 
born in County Tyrone, Ireland, in 1797.  He once eloquently said, 
“I lived the first five days of my life on terms of social and civ-
il equality with the most favored subjects of the British Empire.  
And then I was baptized.”  

He would one day become the fourth Roman Catholic bishop 
of New York and the city’s first archbishop.  A champion of reli-
gious equality, Hughes was motivated by his firsthand experience 
of religious persecution in Ireland.  A lifelong champion of toler-
ance, this dedicated educator went on to found St. John’s College, 
now Fordham University, and lay the cornerstones of St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral.  Hughes was connected with all major figures of the 
day, from Elizabeth Ann Seton, America’s first Roman Catholic 
saint, to President Abraham Lincoln, who entrusted him with a 
special diplomatic mission during the Civil War.

Patrick Hughes, John’s father, settled his family in Maryland, 
a place where his family could live and worship freely without 
any of the discrimination of that era.  John wished to follow his 
calling and become a priest.  Ironically, his initial application to 
Mount St. Mary’s in Emmitsburg, Maryland was rejected by the 
same person he would someday replace in New York City, Bishop 
John DuBois.  Rejected from the seminary, Hughes could only 
find work as a gardener, taking up menial tasks on the grounds of 
the seminary.  He became acquainted with Sister Elizabeth Ann, 
who eventually championed his application and helped him gain 
admission to the seminary.  His gifts of intelligence, captivating 
writing, and bold oration became very apparent right away.

After graduating, Hughes was first sent to Philadelphia, but the 
famine in Ireland and subsequent wave of immigration caused the 
population in New York City to explode.  Hughes was sent to St. 
Patrick’s, the second-oldest church in New York at the time, and 
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began administering to the impoverished and destitute Irish fam-
ine people. 

Hughes backed down from no one and became known as John 
“Dagger” Hughes.  With his fiery speeches and his signature with 
the cross after his name, he defined his people, fought for equality, 
and insisted that his Irish get a place at the table in America.  Some 
of Hughes’s famous sayings were:  “I was afloat on an ocean look-
ing for a home and a country to which no stigma of inferiority 
would be impressed upon my brow simply because I professed 
one creed or another.”

Another of his quotes:  “There is no such thing as a predomi-
nant religion, and the small minority is entitled to the same pro-
tection as the greatest majority.  No denomination, whether nu-
merous or not, can impose its religious views on a minority at the 
common expense of that minority and itself.”

Hughes not only stood for his Irish people, he was passionate 
about equality and freedom for all men, themes akin to the values 
this nation was built on.  

Before the neighborhood became affectionately known as 
SoHo and Little Italy, it was less affectionately known as a place 
of tenement-style living for poor, uneducated Irish immigrants 
during a time of heightened discrimination and bigotry, the infa-
mous Five Points neighborhood.  If Old St. Patrick’s was a vehicle 
for stability and social mobility for the downtrodden Irish com-
munity, Archbishop John J. Hughes, New York’s first archbishop, 
was that vehicle’s driver.

How does one memorialize a man of this stature?  Any Ford-
ham alumni out there tonight will point out that there is already a 
statue of Hughes sitting in Fordham University today.  However, 
this new memorial will bring Hughes back to the place where he 
had his greatest achievements for his Irish people, the place of his 
parish, the place where he actually resided, his home.  

The Committee has commissioned the Irish sculptor Rowan 
Gillespie to create a world-class piece of art that will permanent-
ly recognize the archbishop’s life’s work and invaluable contri-
butions to both the country and the early Irish immigrants.  It is 
only fitting that an Irishman like Rowan was chosen to create this 
tribute to the Basilica, as it will sit in the heart of the global ar-
tistic community.  Rowan is well known for many works of art in 
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Ireland and Canada and the United States that truly capture the 
Irish spirit of perseverance.  You may have seen his work in Dub-
lin’s Kilmainham Prison, where he memorialized the men who 
were executed after the 1916 Easter Uprising, or “Titanica,” his 
sculpture that sits outside the Titanic Museum in Belfast, or his 
tribute to the victims of the Irish famine located in the Custom 
House Quay in Dublin, as well as Canada’s Ireland Park outside 
of Toronto or his tribute to the four Irish Nobel laureates that rests 
on the campus of Boston College today.

We can soon add New York City to his list of sculptures and 
memorial art that will commemorate the Irish right here in New 
York City.  The following words will be engraved into the Hughes 
memorial that will rise tall at Old St. Patrick’s:  “Immigrant, shep-
herd, peacemaker, defender, patriot, educator, builder, and vision-
ary.”

I will explain why we chose these words carefully and show 
why that has an impact on the people in our society.

Immigrant:  Born in a small hamlet in County Tyrone, he em-
igrated to America, rose from poverty to become the only first 
archbishop of New York.  But after one of the most universally 
respected national leaders of his time — like Hughes, we are all 
immigrants in this country — he left his home for a better world.

Shepherd:  Hughes led the establishment of extensive so-
cial outreach to the immigrant Irish community in the form of 
schools, hospitals, orphanage, charitable institutions, providing 
the much-needed means of survival and social advancement to 
his flock.  He welcomed to his diocese the destitute poor, unedu-
cated, unchurched — which was due to the penal laws of the day 
— Irish Catholics, who were shunned by society.  Still, so many 
immigrants in Manhattan, and specifically the neighborhood that 
is now Old St. Patrick’s, need the same shepherding today.

Peacemaker:  In a speech characterized by both bold author-
ity and humanistic compassion, Hughes played a pivotal role in 
peacefully calming the 4,000 rioters protesting the socioeconomic 
injustice at the time of the nation’s first federally mandated mili-
tary draft in July of 1863 in New York City.  Encouraging peaceful 
protest, Hughes told the crowd, “Every man has a right to defend 
his home or his shanty at the risk of life.  The cause, however, 
must be just and must not be aggressive or offensive.  Do you 
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want my advice?  Well, I have been hurt by the report that you are 
rioters.  You cannot imagine that I could hear these things without 
being grievously pained.  Is there not some way by which you can 
stop these proceedings and support the laws, none of which have 
been enacted upon you as Irishmen and Catholics?”

Given the country’s recent social unrest and subsequent rioting, 
we are in great need of a peacemaker, more now than ever before.

Defender:  An aggressive opponent of nativism, Hughes grudg-
ingly won the respect of local and national leaders by boldly de-
fending the Irish people and his church during an era of intense 
anti-Catholic and anti-Irish discrimination.  He stood up to all 
who tried to put them down, including the famous story of him 
warning the nativist mayor of New York at the time that if one 
church in New York was burned like that in Philadelphia or in 
Boston, he would not be able to control his people, and New York 
City would be like a second Moscow.  The AOH, the Ancient Or-
der of the Hibernians, proudly defended the campus, and nothing 
happened that day. 

Patriot:  One of President Lincoln’s closest allies, Hughes was 
asked to serve as a special envoy to the Catholic heads of state 
in Europe during the American Civil War, with the purpose of 
enlisting and solidifying foreign support for the Union’s cause.  
Hughes’s mission was critical, as the English had sided with the 
Confederacy and he needed to shore up the countries, which he 
did.  He worked very hard at establishing that and accomplished 
that.

Archbishop Hughes also accepted an invitation to speak before 
Congress, which he graciously accepted.  He spoke about Ameri-
canism, virtues associated with good citizenship.

President Lincoln once wrote that “having formed the arch-
bishop’s acquaintance in the earliest days of our country’s present 
troubles, his counsel and advice were gladly sought and continu-
ally received.”

Educator:  Knowing that quality education was a key to social 
mobility, Hughes established the city’s first parochial school sys-
tem and founded St. John’s College, which later became Fordham 
University, the first Catholic institution of higher education in the 
Northeastern United States.  To this day, quality education is still 
the key to achieving the American dream.
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Builder:  Hughes presided over an era of explosive institutional 
growth and spearheaded the extensive building of churches, par-
ishes, schools in his Episcopal reign in New York.  During his 
time, he built over 100 churches, helped open the Sisters of Char-
ity along with Sister Elizabeth Ann Seton, and assisted with the 
creation of the Emigrant Savings Bank to help the poor find a way 
and a safe haven for what little money they had.  This bank is still 
active today and is the largest privately held bank in America.

Lastly, visionary:  Hughes had a vision, known as “Hughes’s 
Folly.”  Hughes laid the cornerstone of St. Patrick’s Cathedral in 
what was then an undeveloped portion of rural Manhattan.  On a 
humanistic level, where others saw uneducated masses living in 
poverty, Hughes had the vision to see the magnificent character, 
heart, and untapped potential of the nation’s struggling Irish Cath-
olic people.  Hughes’s friend Secretary of State Seward was also 
a visionary and speculated on a cold, wayward piece of land that 
was to be called Alaska that would become known as “Seward’s 
Folly.”  We all know the outcome of these so-called follies.

While these words are impactful in their own right and having 
just a few on your résumé is impressive, Hughes had all of them.  
He was a truly remarkable person and was one to whom we are 
finally giving the recognition he has so deserved and long been 
overlooked.  We are doing this now because people like John Jo-
seph Hughes’s story must be told.

With that in mind, we have an opportunity to continue his leg-
acy.  The Committee has established a fund to financially sup-
port the Archbishop John Hughes Center for Spiritual Formation.  
Archbishop Hughes pioneered New York City’s parochial system, 
as well as Fordham University.  Returning Catholic education 
to the site of the former church is not only a powerful piece of 
symbolism, but also a much-needed resource to the neighboring 
community.  With many immigrants in the area surrounding the 
Basilica, the church has seen an influx of many new families and 
young people coming back to learn.  There is a growing and vi-
brant community of many different nationalities that will benefit 
from the Hughes Center once opened.  The Center’s mission is to 
promote the faith through ongoing spiritual formation of young 
adults and families through catechesis, Bible study, and cultural 
activities.

In the words of Monsignor Donald Sakano, “Archbishop 
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Hughes addressed the need to evangelize the unchurched, partic-
ularly the immigrants from Ireland.  Today the Church must reach 
out in the spirit of new evangelization to reignite the faith among 
young adults who will be parents in tomorrow’s world.  Archbish-
op Hughes is the perfect role model for all of us in our searching 
for creative ways to build the body of Christ, the Church.”

Located at the heart of Old New York, the Center will engage 
in activities of an educational, cultural, and social nature to impart 
and maintain the Catholic faith.  A director of religious education 
will supervise instructors, catechesis, and volunteers in order to 
carry out these activities.  I cannot stress enough how important 
this Center is to the people of that neighborhood.

In conclusion, St. Patrick’s Cathedral was selflessly built with 
the pennies of poor Irish immigrants.  This memorial and Spiritual 
Center can only be built with the dollars of more fortunate Irish 
Americans whose success is owed, in large part, to people like 
Archbishop John J. Hughes.  Hughes was not only considered by 
most to be the greatest Irish immigrant of the time; he was one of 
the most historical figures of the nineteenth century.  Amazingly, 
very little has been told about this man’s story.

It is our goal that this beautiful work of art will be a lasting me-
morial and communicate this achievement to future generations 
to come.  It is also our goal to serve as a physical beacon for these 
missions of social justice, quality education, successful immigra-
tion, and peacemaking.  While it is a memorial that will tell his 
story, it is also the Center for Spiritual Formation that will carry 
out his life’s mission and continue his work in a tangible, impact-
ful way for an immigrant community and an immigrant parish that 
still needs help today.

Can you see the parallels?  Hughes passionately fought for 
stability, education, and assimilation opportunities for an immi-
grant population in nineteenth-century New York.  Today, while 
celebrating the 200th anniversary of his church, we will have the 
opportunity to evangelize the young professional people that are 
moving back into the neighborhood and bring them back to their 
Catholic faith to create stability, education, and assimilation op-
portunities for immigrant populations in a different New York.

Hughes dedicated his life to helping our Irish ancestors who 
came before us.  We assimilated, and successful Irish Americans 
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like us have an opportunity to help others and new immigrants — 
in the same way the neighborhood — who are dealing with these 
very same struggles now.  We are a powerful and symbolic oppor-
tunity to make this happen.

In the face of discrimination, political intimidation, physical 
violence, Archbishop Hughes stood for what he believed in:  the 
dignity and potential of this country’s Irish people.  As brothers in 
the present-day Irish American community, let’s choose to stand 
with him now.  Let’s tell his story and let’s continue on his life’s 
mission in a way that would make him proud of us.

God bless John Joseph Hughes, God bless the thirty-two coun-
ties of Ireland, and God bless the United States of America.  Thank 
you very much.

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you very much, Bill.
I am reminded that, after he was assassinated, accompanying 

the honor guard at President Lincoln’s funeral procession was the 
“Fighting 69th,” the Irish who only a few years before had been 
regarded as so lowly in our society.

Another thing about Hughes, his intelligence, is that he only 
chose non-English-speaking Jesuits to first teach at Fordham, 
which didn’t impair them in the least.

Bill, thank you very much.  Rowan Gillespie is a great sculp-
tor.  In addition to the ones you cited, there is a statue to Johnny 
Kilbane, who was the longest-reigning champion fighter in the 
United States, in my hometown, Cleveland, on the West Side, in 
the Triangle district there, where he lived and grew up.  Rowan 
Gillespie is going to do a very, very good job for the city of New 
York.

Gentlemen, for those of you who have to catch a train and 
would like to skedaddle before the Glee Club sings, I would ask 
you to please take your leave right now.  For those of you who will 
remain, I would ask you to please be temperate in your comments, 
a little bit quiet.

I would now ask Kevin Faughey to please come to the podium 
and tell us about this night’s presentation.

MR. KEVIN FAUGHEY:  I would like to thank everyone who 
will stay to hear the Glee Club tonight.  Those of you who are 
staying to hear the Glee Club tonight, we have a wonderful pro-
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gram for you.  The first song that we are going to sing will be 
“The Black Velvet Band,” which is an Irish folksong.  Then we’ll 
sing “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” by Wilhousky.  We will 
sing “We’ll Meet Again,” by Parker and Charles.  We will have a 
solo by the two Harleys, Ray and his son Eddie, singing “Save the 
Bones for Henry Jones,” by Barker, Lee, and Jones.  We are going 
to end with “The Lost Chord.”

Again I want to thank everybody who is staying.  Enjoy the 
Glee Club.  Thank you.

(Glee Club performance)
MR. FAUGHEY:  We are going to end our season by singing 

“The Lost Chord.”  This is a tradition, that the Glee Club sings 
“The Lost Chord” every year as our last song.  We have had a very 
successful season.  We hope you enjoy that. 

But before we do that, I just want to make mention of a very 
special person who is in our Glee Club.  If I could just bring Jerry 
Lenahan forward for one second.

I want to announce that in this year, 2015, Jerry is celebrating 
his fiftieth anniversary with the Glee Club.  He joined in 1965.  
He has thrilled us with his voice many, many times over the years.  
He has sung some fabulous solos.  I am very happy that he is still 
with us, even though he is going to cut back a little bit now.  His 
son-in-law is bringing him in from New Jersey, but he is going to 
still continue to sing with us at our concerts.  

I just thought I would let you members of the Society know.  
We honored Jerry last week at our public concert at the Church 
of the Epiphany.  I just thought I would let the Society members 
know tonight that Jerry is celebrating his fiftieth anniversary.

(Applause)
We are going to sing “The Lost Chord” now.  I hope you enjoy 

it — I’m sorry, I always tend to forget David.  David, would you 
please stand and take a bow.

(Applause)
The only reason why I tend to forget him is because I just don't 

always see him over there.
So we’ll sing “The Lost Chord.”
(Glee Club performance)
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PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, please remain standing 
as we sing our National Anthem.

(Singing of the National Anthem)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, I will entertain a motion 

to adjourn the meeting.
(A motion to adjourn the meeting was moved and seconded.)
All in favor.
(Chorus of “Ayes”)
Good night.  Drive home safely.
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REGULAR STATED MEETING 

held at

The Princeton Club

New York, New York

November 16, 2015

The Regular Stated Meeting of the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of Saint Patrick in the City of New York, held on Monday 
November 15, 2015, at The Princeton Club, 15 West 43rd Street, 
New York City, was called to order by the President of the Society, 
John C. Walton.

PRESIDENT JOHN C. WALTON:  Good evening, gentlemen.  
I call this meeting of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the City of 
New York to order.  I would ask our Glee Club to open the meet-
ing with the singing of “The Hail of the Friendly Sons.”

(“The Hail of the Friendly Sons” was performed by the Glee 
Club.)

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, I would ask Monsignor 
Michael Reid to come forward.  Of course, this year, 2015, is a 
very important year for lawyers.  To say something which com-
bines the ecclesiastical with the legal profession, this is the 800th 
anniversary of the church ending trial by ordeal.

Well, I don’t know how that fits, but Monsignor Reid.
MSGR. MICHAEL J. REID:  Gentlemen, let us pray.
Tonight we ask our Father’s blessing, first and foremost, upon 

the people of France, those who have lost their lives, their fami-
lies, and to the nation of France.  We ask the Lord to bless them.

We ask the Lord to bless our country, America, to bless our 
roots in Ireland.  We ask for world peace.

On a lighter note, tonight we ask the Lord’s blessings upon 
those of us who are gathered here, upon the food we share, to give 
us an evening of friendship and of good cheer.

We pray always in the name of Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, the formal part of our 
meeting will convene after dinner.  Thank you.

(Dinner was served.)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, I would like now to be-

gin our meeting.  I would recognize our Secretary, John Coleman, 
for the purpose of reading the minutes of the May meeting.

MR. JOHN A. COLEMAN, III:  Mr. President, I recommend 
that we dispense with the reading of the minutes and that they be 
accepted into the record as prepared.

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Do I hear a second to the motion?
(The motion was seconded.)
I would now like to recognize our Treasurer, Tom Sullivan, to 

render his report, please.
MR. THOMAS H. SULLIVAN:  Thank you, Mr. President, 

fellow Friendly Sons.
As reported at the conclusion of my last report to you in May, 

the cash on hand as of May 1 was $241,428.  Since then, our 
receipts up until October 31 of 2015 have been $55,026, for a 
total of cash on hand plus receipts of $296,454.  During the same 
period, May 1 through October 31, our disbursements have been 
$136,211, leaving us with cash on hand in our general fund as of 
October 31 of $164,244.

As to our capital fund, the market value of the fund’s invest-
ments as of October 31, 2015, comes to $2,505,935.

Thank you, gentlemen.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, may I have a motion that 

the Treasurer’s report as rendered be approved?
(A motion to accept the Treasurer’s report was made and sec-

onded.)
All in favor.
(Chorus of “Ayes”)
Opposed.
(No response)
The motion is carried.
Now it is my sad duty to read the names of the members who 
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have passed away since our last meeting:  Gerald P. Murphy, 
Thomas B. Galligan, John Kiely, Gerald H. McGinley, E. Virgil 
Conway, and James Mulvihill. 

Committees will be appointed to prepare suitable memorials to 
be published in our yearbook.  If you know of any of the deceased 
members, please contact our Historian, Michael Doyle.

I would say in passing that Jerry McGinley was a personal 
friend of mine, a neighbor not too far away in Short Hills, and a 
great supporter of mine in the early stages of my career at Citi-
bank, when he was an institutional salesman.

I would now ask you please to rise and observe a moment of 
silence in memory of our deceased members.

(A moment of silence was observed.)
Thank you, gentlemen.
As Monsignor Reid so eloquently stated, I would also ask that 

you remember in your prayers our Almoner, John Fitzsimons, 
who was diagnosed with brain cancer just a few weeks ago and is 
undergoing chemotherapy, I believe at Memorial Sloan Kettering.  
John has been a very good friend over these past several years.  I 
would ask that you pray for his quick recovery.

I would now like to recognize the Chairman of the Admissions 
Committee, Lawrence Cooke, to please give his report.

MR. LAWRENCE H. COOKE II:  Thank you, Mr. President.
The Admissions Committee met on November 16 and recom-

mends the election of the following individuals to active mem-
bership:  Joseph Ali, Jack Barry, Robert Bickford, Jr., Thomas 
Blaney, Terry Burd, Noel Burke, David Casey, William Clifford, 
Brendan Constant, Brian Scott, Michael Dillon, Thomas Dwyer, 
Mark FitzPatrick, William Foley, Thomas Gilchrist, Patrick Gor-
don, Robert Gordon, John Grenawalt, Kevin Grenawalt, Edmund 
Hartnett, Kevin Healy, Mark Hyland, George Irish, John McWil-
liams IV, Arthur Minson, Thomas Monaghan, Connor Nugent, 
John O’Neill, Jr., Christopher O’Rourke, Damien Quinn, Timothy 
Rooney, Jr., Thomas Ryan, Barrett Touhy, Kevin Touhy, and Mi-
chael Vanrossem.

These are the members that we propose for membership.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Gentlemen, may I entertain a motion 



332

to accept the report of the Admissions Committee?
(A motion to accept the report of the Admissions Committee 

was made and seconded.)
All in favor.
(Chorus of “Ayes”)
Opposed
(No response)
I can remember that line from The Honeymooners:  How long 

have you known the applicant?  Too long.
I would ask that Chairman John Waldron of the Charities Com-

mittee please step forward to give his report.
MR. JOHN C. WALDRON:  Thank you, Mr. President.
As I reported at the January general meeting, the Committee on 

Charities met to determine the organizations to receive grants for 
the 2014-2015 fiscal year.  As approved at last November’s stat-
ed meeting, up to $200,000 was available for distribution.  There 
were requests submitted by fifty-four organizations.  Five were 
first-time or new submissions.  After review and follow-up by the 
committee, thirty-seven grants were approved and we fully allo-
cated the $200,000.

At this time, it is requested that the Committee on Charities 
be authorized to approve grants for the 2015-2016 year ending 
March 16, 2016, again totaling up to $200,000.

PRESIDENT WALTON:  I would request that a member re-
submit a motion to allow $200,000 for the 2016 year.

(A motion to authorize the Committee on Charities to approve 
grants for $200,000 was made and seconded.)

All in favor.
(Chorus of “Ayes”)
Opposed
(No response)
In new business, I would entertain a motion from the floor 

that the stipend to the Glee Club in the amount of $25,000 be ap-
proved.  May I hear a motion from the floor?

(A motion to approve the stipend to the Glee Club was made 
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and seconded.)
All in favor.
(Chorus of “Ayes”)
Opposed.
(No response)
I have a little bit of new business.  As I said in an email, in the 

past two years, I have received expressions of interest from sev-
eral members requesting the Society to organize a golf outing to 
Ireland.  The topic was discussed at the Board of Officers meeting 
several months ago.  Our Audit Committee member, Gary Shee-
han, has organized outings in the past and has indicated that for 
a cost of $3,700 we would be able to play ten courses over seven 
days.  The trip would be Friday night to the following Saturday.  
It would include airfare, hotels, breakfast, transportation, etc., and 
would take place in early September 2016.  If you have any inter-
est, please contact our office manager, Jackie McCarthy.

On November 22, this upcoming Sunday, a statue commemo-
rating Bishop Hughes will be unveiled at Old St. Patrick’s.  I will 
send a reminder email out to refresh the details.

It has been brought to my attention by former President Bob 
Reilly that there is a movie which would be of much interest to 
members of the Society.  It is called The Bridge of Spies.  It is a 
Cold War historical drama, espionage thriller, directed by Steven 
Spielberg, with Academy Award-winning actor Tom Hanks play-
ing the lead role as James B. Donovan, a New York lawyer.  Dona-
van was entrusted with negotiating the release of Francis Powers, 
U-2 plane pilot who was shot down over the Soviet Union, in ex-
change for Rudolf Abel, who was a KGB spy in the United States.

As Bob points out, and the reason I bring this up is that the 
hero of the story, James B. Donovan, was a graduate of Fordham 
College, was a longtime member of the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of St. Patrick.  He served for several years as the Chairman 
of our Charities Committee.  He was revered among the members 
of our Society and, at his passing, his funeral mass and eulogy 
were delivered by Father Robert I. Gannon, S.J., who was a for-
mer President of Fordham and the man who holds the honor as the 
second-most frequent speaker at our dinners.

So I think viewing this movie would be a really great idea.
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To get to the business of the meeting, in accordance with the 
bylaws of the Society, the annual election of officers is to take 
place at the meeting, and the report of the Nominating Committee, 
which was appointed at the May meeting, was sent to the mem-
bership together with notice of the meeting.  I now call upon Mark 
Codd, the Nominating Committee Chairman, for his report.

MR. MARK B. CODD:  Thank you, Jack.
On the evening of September 14, 2015, the Nominating Com-

mittee met and we nominated the following individuals to be vot-
ed for as officers of the Society for the ensuing year.  Let me pres-
ent to you the results of the meeting:  for President, Matthew T. 
McLaughlin; for First Vice President, Kevin J. Rooney; for Sec-
ond Vice President, John A. Coleman III; for Treasurer, Thomas 
H. Sullivan; for Secretary, Peter D. McGuire; for Almoner, John J. 
Fitzsimons, and for Historian, Michael F. Doyle.

PRESIDENT WALTON:  Thank you, Mark.
I would ask the Secretary to cast one ballot for the election of 

the members as recommended.
MR. JOHN A. COLEMAN III:  So voted.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  So it is passed.
Mark, may I ask you to escort Kevin Rooney and John Cole-

man to the podium?  I will ask Kevin Rooney to present the Sec-
ond Vice President’s medal to John Coleman.

(The presentation was made.)
PRESIDENT WALTON:  Mark, I would ask you now to escort 

Matt McLaughlin to the podium.  Matt McLaughlin will present 
the First Vice President’s medal to Kevin Rooney.

(The presentation was made.)
MR. MATTHEW T. MCLAUGHLIN:  Buffed and polished for 

two full years.
PRESIDENT WALTON:  I have two presentations to make to 

Matt McLaughlin.  First, fifty years ago a book was published 
recording the history of the Society of the Friendly Sons of St. 
Patrick from 1784 to that date.  It is an excellent history of New 
York City and New York State.  I have a copy of this book, which, 
by tradition, has been signed by many of the former presidents, 
and now I present it to Matt McLaughlin, to which he shall add 
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his own signature and he shall hold it during his term of office and 
for his successors.

Finally, I am not going to use the words of Charlton Heston, 
“You won’t get this gun out of my hands,” but I am going to pres-
ent to you the medallion of President of the Society of the Friendly 
Sons of St. Patrick in the City of New York.

Gentlemen, I present to you the eighty-seventh President of 
the Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, Matthew T. Mc-
Laughlin.

(Applause)
I would just like to say that it has been an extreme honor to 

serve as President of the Society.  We have had some wonderful 
speakers.  Dame Blood may have spoken a bit too long, and my 
friend Tommy Corrigan may have focused on the Midwest a bit 
too much.  Bill Duggan talked to us about Dagger John Hughes.  

The big challenge for Matt, obviously, is to secure speakers for 
our annual March 17 dinner.  Believe me, that is no small task. 

I would like to express my gratitude to the officers and com-
mittee chairs who have served so admirably in the past two years, 
to the Ziminskys, who have shepherded our funds so well, to the 
Glee Club under the direction of Kevin Faughey and David Ralph 
as accompanist, and also to Jackie McCarthy, who is the institu-
tional memory of the Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick.  
Thank you very much.

(Applause)
PRESIDENT MATTHEW T. MCLAUGHLIN:  Thank you, 

Jack, for that delightful ceremony.  I am deeply, deeply proud to 
be part of this history.  Thank you very much, gentlemen, for this 
extraordinary honor.  It is a great privilege for any Irish American 
to call himself the President of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick of 
the City of New York.  Thank you.

Let me begin with a retinue of thank-yous by noting that I am 
deeply grateful to the members of the Nominating Committee for 
the faith it took to name me as your next President.  I am truly 
honored.

Our recent former President, Mr. Walton, gave me a surpris-
ingly gracious introduction.  I can see from your faces that most 
of you are surprised at the generosity of that introduction.  I don’t 
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really blame you for being surprised, given the hostility of the 
recent election contest.  It is a rare thing indeed for a political op-
ponent like Mr. Walton to be so gracious in defeat, especially after 
so close an election.  For those of you paying attention, you may 
just have noticed that I was elected by a mere one vote.

Jack leaves this office with a tremendous reputation for integ-
rity and character and, most importantly, humility.  But I will tell 
you now, he is a very hard man and a bitter opponent.  It is a 
well-publicized fact that during our hotly contested election, Jack 
did indeed say very many cruel things about me.  But they will not 
be repeated for the next two years.  I will say, to Jack’s credit, that 
when he saw the futility of opposing me, he did become cheerfully 
helpful.  He has agreed to turn over the keys of our palatial office 
of the Friendly Sons, and I am now in full possession, custody, 
and control of his medal, which, I must say, feels and looks like 
a hubcap.

Jack and I have shaken hands, and he is cooperating with my 
transition team.  He has allowed his department heads to meet my 
taskforces, and with my agreement to retain several of his key 
people in high — and, of course, highly compensated — offices, 
I can assure you we are in the process of effecting a very smooth 
transition at the Friendly Sons.

Enough levity.  I know that I have enormous shoes to fill.  My 
predecessor, Jack Walton, is a giant among men.  We will have a 
formal tribute to Jack in January, but while I have you partially 
listening to me, I will tell you tonight that I could not ask for a 
better mentor than my friend Jack Walton.

Jack, please allow me to be among the first to wish you well in 
your post-presidency years at the Friendly Sons.  Within minutes, 
Jack will be back in the fold of his beloved Glee Club.  I know 
I speak for everyone in the room tonight when I say that I look 
forward to seeing and hearing Jack Walton at the Friendly Sons 
for decades to come.

(Applause)
I am also blessed to have so many past presidents that I can 

call my friends, from Reynolds through Fitzsimons, Reilly, Smith, 
Murphy, O’Brien, Codd, and now Walton, I stand on the shoulders 
of giants.  On so many phone calls, strategy sessions at lunch, din-
ner, white-wine afternoons, and elsewhere, these men have been 
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my mentors.  
Gentlemen, presidents never fully retire from the Friendly 

Sons.  They continue to guide the Society by lending their good 
judgment and their energy to the current president as he manages 
the affairs of the Friendly Sons.  

There is another thanks.  There is a man sitting not too far 
away from me, the second table away.  He is a handsome-looking 
gentleman.  Some say he has the blood of a leprechaun.  Some say 
he has the heart of an angel.  Some say he has the heart of a devil.  
After 8:00, it is always the heart of the devil.  Ray Teatum.

(Applause)
Ray moved for my admission two decades ago and has been 

the fuel behind my ascent at the Friendly Sons.  I am personally 
deeply grateful to Ray.  So thank you, Ray.

Lastly, gentlemen, I would like to thank the members of the 
committees who do the hard, granular work that makes the Friend-
ly Sons actually run.  It seems like it sort of randomly falls togeth-
er, but all of this work is done by the many members of the boards.  
I want to thank the members themselves and the committee chair-
men for all of their hard work.  It has been an honor to work with 
you for the last four years as Second Vice and First Vice, and I am 
delighted to work with you again in the next two years.

I am a part of history now.  I stand here with this medal so 
heavy on my shoulders.  But I want to give you one small vignette 
of my own history as I close tonight.  As I stand before you as 
President of this great Society, it is an overwhelming experience.  
As many of you know, we were founded in 1784.  Two hundred 
years later, in 1983, I stood in my kitchen as I watched my father 
adjust my older brother Joe’s bowtie.  Joe, you see, is five years 
older than I, and my father was taking him to the Friendly Sons 
dinner.  It is a little bit of a Cinderella story, but I am here final-
ly.  From that day on, from 1983 onwards, the Friendly Sons was 
to me a magical, prestigious, and wonderful organization.  Now, 
some thirty years later, I am humbled to be the President of this 
esteemed Society.

Gentlemen, I will serve you and the Society to the absolute best 
of my abilities.  Thank you.

(Applause)
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Our immediate past President is still bossing me around.  He 
has told me that it is my duty, as my first act as President, to ask 
for a stipend for the Glee Club.  The stipend apparently is $25,000.  
Can I have a motion for that stipend? 

(A motion to authorize the stipend was made and seconded.)
All in favor.
(Chorus of “Ayes”)
Thank you, gentlemen.
It is my privilege to undertake my second act as President.  I 

hereby invite Kevin Faughey to lead the Glee Club with tonight’s 
musical program.

MR. KEVIN FAUGHEY:  Good evening, gentlemen.  Tonight 
we will be starting with the very popular “What Shall We Do with 
the Drunken Sailor?” by Marshall Bartholomew.  From there we 
will go into the very beautiful “Barcarolle” from The Tales of 
Hoffmann by Offenbach.  After that, we will have a soloist, Jim 
Keaney, who will sing “All Through the Night.”  The Club will 
then end by singing “The Shan Van Voght,” by Horatio Parker.

We are now going to sing “What Shall We Do with a Drunken 
Sailor?”

(Glee Club performance)
MR. FAUGHEY:  Now Jim Keaney will sing “All Through the 

Night.”
(Solo performance by Jim Keaney)
MR. FAUGHEY:  For our last composition, we will sing “The 

Shan Van Voght.”  I know when I mentioned that name before, 
at least some of you said, “What the hell does that mean?”  Shan 
van voght is Gaelic, and it means “the poor old woman.”  It is a 
reference to Ireland.  You will hear the words to the song as you 
go along.  You will see what it is.  Every time you hear shan van 
voght, think of “the poor old woman.”  It will make more sense. 

(Glee Club performance)
PRESIDENT MCLAUGHLIN:  Thank you, Kevin.  Thank 

you, members of the Glee Club.
Can we all rise and join the Glee Club, please, in the singing of 

our nation’s National Anthem?
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(Singing of the National Anthem)
PRESIDENT MCLAUGHLIN:  Gentlemen, thank you very 

much.  We stand adjourned until our January meeting.  Happy 
Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas.

(Adjourn:  8:26 p.m.)



340



341

Roll of Members
of the

Society of the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick
in the City of New-York

HONORARY MEMBERS
elected

 reVerend JoSePh a. o’hare, S.J. 2004
 hiS excellency tiMothy M. dolan 2010
 rayMond kelly 2013

Veteran MeMBerShiP

Rev. Msgr. George F. Bardes ............. 1974
John A. Brennan. ................................ 1981
Donald Thos Brudie ..........................  1978
Francis D. Burke    ............................. 1982
Kevin M. Cahill. ................................ 1964
Lawrence F. Corroon.......................... 1959
Myles F. Dolan ................................... 1980
John G. Duggan ................................. 1965
Francis J. Eulner. ................................ 1983
George B. Fargis, Jr. ........................... 1961
Joseph H. Farrell ................................ 1983
John D. Feerick .................................. 1981
Joseph J. Finn. .................................... 1996
David L. Godvin ................................ 1972
Owen E. Hearty, Sr.  ........................... 1950

William P. Hurley ............................... 1982
Kevin E. Kavanagh ............................ 1992
Richard K. LeBlond, II ...................... 1952
James J.P. Manning ............................ 1981
Robert G. McManus. .......................... 1959
John Wm. McGrath ............................ 1988
Rev. Terence J. Mulkerin ................... 1979
Edward H. Murphy ............................ 1956
Michael M. O’Rourke ........................ 1981
Hubert J. O’Toole. .............................. 1977
Hugh Ryan ......................................... 1944
Richard Joyce Smith .......................... 1949
Walter X. Stanton, Jr. ......................... 1972
Timothy P. Sullivan. ........................... 1957
Rev. Msgr. Henry J. Vier .................... 1952

Elected Elected

life MeMBerShiP

Ambrose, Myles J .............................. 1996
Andersson, Brian G. ........................... 1989
Ashley, Daniel J. ................................ 1986

Barrett, John J. ................................... 1979
Barrett, Thomas V., Jr ........................ 2000
Bateman, Frank C. ............................. 1976
Beards, Daniel E ................................ 1971
Blessing, Francis M.P. ........................ 1975
Bodkin, Laurence G., Jr. .................... 1966
Bodkin, Laurence G., III .................... 1986
Boland, Joseph M............................... 1954
Brannigan, Eugene J. ......................... 1992
Brennan, Thomas A............................ 1997
Brennan, Thomas A., Jr. ..................... 1975
Brown, Arthur J. ................................. 1941
Brown, Jerry E. .................................. 1958
Brown, Jeremiah E., Jr. ...................... 1972
Brown, Peter Campbell, Jr. ................ 1968

Brown, Rev. Msgr. Patrick E ............. 1992
Brown, Robert J.  ............................... 1981
Buckley, Kevin C. .............................. 1996
Burke, Edward J. ................................ 1978
Burke, James McK. ............................ 1988
Burke, Michael F.  .............................. 1985
Burke, Peter C .................................... 1989
Burke, Richard F. ............................... 1974
Burke, Robert J. ................................. 1975
Burke, Robert P. ................................. 1989
Burke, Thomas C., Jr. ......................... 1985
Butler, Daniel P. ................................. 1979
Byrne, Christopher J. ......................... 1987
Byrne, Daniel C. ................................ 1985
     
Callahan, David P. .............................. 1977
Callahan, John P. ................................ 1981
Callahan, Paul J. ................................. 1981
Callanan, James J. .............................. 1983

Elected Elected
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Elected Elected
Cannon, John F. .................................. 1990
Carey, Christopher W. ........................ 1983
Carey, Thomas J. ................................ 1982
Carroll, Mark J ................................... 1990
Carroll, Thomas J.  ............................. 1992
Carron, Charles J. ............................... 1981
Casey, Dennis P .................................. 1980
Casey, James M. ................................. 1976
Casey, Thomas P. ............................... 1977
Cassidy, Michael S ............................. 1966
Castel, P. Kevin .................................. 1984
Caulway, John J. ................................ 1969
Cavanaugh, Thomas J ........................ 1983
Clark, Rev. James P. ........................... 1962
Clark, John S. ..................................... 1969
Cleary, Robert J .................................. 1991
Codd, Mark B..................................... 1979
Coleman, John A., III ......................... 1994
Collins, John P. ................................... 1973
Collins, Richard K. ............................ 1978
Conlon, John M.  ................................ 1993
Concannon, Richard J. ....................... 1981
Connolly, Kevin J. .............................. 1985
Connor, Robert E. .............................. 1969
Connors, John J., D.M.D.................... 1977
Connorton, John V., Jr ........................ 1972
Connorton, John V., III ....................... 1993
Corcoran, John L. ............................... 1996
Cox, Peter Bingham ........................... 1988
Cox, Robert E ..................................... 1999
Creaney, Anthony P ............................ 1983
Creedon, Richard T. ........................... 1973
Cronin, Garrett J ................................. 1986
Crotty, Paul A. .................................... 1978
Crumlish, James P .............................. 1985
Cuddahy, John P. ................................ 1975
Cuddahy, Sean P. ................................ 1986
Cuite, Thomas J., Jr. ........................... 1982
Cullen, John J. .................................... 1967
Cunningham, Richard J., Jr. ............... 1971
Curley, Rev. Thomas J. ...................... 1976
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CHARITIES OF THE SOCIETY
The Society was founded in 1784  “for the relief of natives 

of Ireland, or descendants of natives of Ireland, as may become 
indigent and poor... or to the making of grants to such charitable, 
educational or religious organizations as are exempt from taxa-
tion...to assist them in relief of the indigent and poor” in the City 
of New York.  The Society makes contributions to a variety of 
organizations that assist New Yorkers in need in fulfillment of its 
mission, including several Irish charitable and cultural organiza-
tions, Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of New York, New 
York educational institutions, soup kitchens, bread lines and shel-
ters, hospitals and health care institutions.

The enlargement of the Society’s Charitable Funds will permit 
more generous distributions in fulfillment of the Society’s purpos-
es, and Members are encouraged to consider personal donations 
and bequests in their estate planning.

FORM OF BEQUEST
I give and bequest to “The Society of the Friendly Sons 
of Saint Patrick in the City of New York,’’ a Corporation 
created in the year 1827 under the Laws of the State of 
New York, the sum of …… DOLLARS

ANNIVERSARY DINNERS
A list of places where the anniversary dinners of the Society 

have been held since its organization to the year 1962 appears in 
the History, Appendix H, page 538.

1963 Hotel Astor
1964 Waldorf-Astoria Hotel
1965-1966 Hotel Astor
1967-1968 Hilton Hotel
1969-1978 Americana Hotel
1979-1988 The Sheraton Centre Hotel
1989-2014 Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers
2015 Sheraton New York Times Square Hotel

GLEE CLUB
A brief history of the Glee Club appears in the 1994 Yearbook 

of the Society, at page 89.
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tiMothy P. SulliVan, Secretary
auStin S. MurPhy, Historian
J. frank MorriS, Almoner

1993
thoMaS a. Brennan, Jr., President
edward J. Burke, 1st Vice-Pres.
Victor d. ziMinSky, Jr., 2nd Vice-Pres.
Patrick f.x. Mulhearn, Treasurer
tiMothy P. SulliVan, Secretary
auStin S. MurPhy, Historian
John a. coleMan, Jr., Almoner

1994-1995
edward J. Burke, President
Victor d. ziMinSky, Jr., 1st Vice-Pres.
auStin S. MurPhy, 2nd Vice-Pres.
John h. fitzSiMonS, Treasurer
tiMothy P. SulliVan, Secretary
roBert J. reilly, Historian
John a. coleMan, Jr., Almoner

1996-1997
Victor d. ziMinSky, Jr., President
auStin S. MurPhy, 1st Vice-Pres.
williaM J. cronin, 2nd Vice-Pres.
John h. fitzSiMonS, Treasurer
tiMothy P. SulliVan, Secretary
roBert J. reilly, Historian
williaM J. Mccafferty, Almoner

1998-1999
williaM J. cronin, President
tiMothy g. reynoldS, 1st Vice-Pres.
John h. fitzSiMonS, 2nd Vice-Pres.
John P. caSey, Treasurer
rayMond c. teatuM, Secretary
roBert J. reilly, Historian
williaM J. Mccafferty, Almoner

2000-2001
tiMothy g. reynoldS, President
John h. fitzSiMonS, 1st Vice-Pres.
roBert J. reilly, 2nd Vice-Pres.
John M. Queenan, Treasurer
rayMond c. teatuM, Secretary
henry f. white, Jr., Historian
John P. caSey, Almoner
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2002-2003
John h. fitzSiMonS, President
roBert J. reilly, 1st Vice-Pres.
alfred e. SMith, iV, 2nd Vice-Pres.
John M. Queenan, Treasurer
rayMond c. teatuM, Secretary
henry f. white, Jr., Historian
John a. Brennan, Almoner

2004-2005
roBert J. reilly, President
alfred e. SMith, iV, 1st Vice-Pres.
Brian M. MurPhy, 2nd Vice-Pres.
John M. Queenan, Treasurer
rayMond c. teatuM, Secretary
henry f. white, Jr., Historian
John a. Brennan, Almoner

2006
alfred e. SMith, iV, President
Brian M. MurPhy, 1st Vice-Pres.
thoMaS M. o’Brien, 2nd Vice-Pres.
John M. Queenan, Treasurer
rayMond c. teatuM, Secretary
henry f. white, Jr., Historian
John a. Brennan, Almoner

2007
alfred e. SMith, iV, President
Brian M. MurPhy, 1st Vice-Pres.
thoMaS M. o’Brien, 2nd Vice-Pres.
John M. Queenan, Treasurer
rayMond c. teatuM, Secretary
Brian g. anderSSon, Historian
John a. Brennan, Almoner

2008
Brian M. MurPhy, President
thoMaS M. o’Brien, 1st Vice-Pres.
Mark B. codd, 2nd Vice-Pres.
John M. Queenan, Treasurer
rayMond c. teatuM, Secretary
Brian g. anderSSon, Historian
John a. Brennan, Almoner

2009
Brian M. MurPhy, President
thoMaS M. o’Brien, 1st Vice-Pres.
Mark B. codd, 2nd Vice-Pres.
John M. Queenan, Treasurer
rayMond c. teatuM, Secretary
Brian g. anderSSon, Historian
John J. fitzSiMonS, Almoner

2010-2011
thoMaS M. o’Brien, President
Mark B. codd, 1st Vice-Pres.
John c. walton, 2nd Vice-Pres.
John M. Queenan, Treasurer
rayMond c. teatuM, Secretary
Brian g. anderSSon, Historian
John J. fitzSiMonS, Almoner

2012-2013
Mark B. codd, President
John c. walton, 1st Vice-Pres.
Matthew t. Mclaughlin,
     2nd Vice-Pres.
thoMaS h. SulliVan, Treasurer
John a. coleMan iii, Secretary
Michael f. doyle, Historian
John J. fitzSiMonS, Almoner

2014-2015
John c. walton, President
Matthew t. Mclaughlin,
     1st Vice-Pres.
keVin J. rooney, 2nd Vice-Pres.
thoMaS h. SulliVan, Treasurer
John a. coleMan iii, Secretary
Michael f. doyle, Historian
John J. fitzSiMonS, Almoner
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2011 MEMORIAL

RICHARD J. CUNNINGHAM
Richard J. Cunningham, an Active Member of the Society 

since 1993, and a prominent CPA, died on August 1, 2011.  He 
was 79 years of age. Dick, as he was known, was born in New 
York City, on October 14, 1932, the son of Richard and Johanna 
Cunningham (nee Morgan).  Dick grew up in the parish of the 
Church of the Immaculate Conception on 150th Street, near Yan-
kee Stadium, in the Bronx.  His parents immigrated to the United 
States from Glin, County Limerick.

Dick served in the U.S. Army during the Korean conflict and 
was stationed in Alaska.  It was the only time in his life that he 
lived outside of his beloved NYC.  Upon leaving the Army, Dick 
met and married his beautiful wife Mary (nee Horan).  They had 
three children Maryanne, Richard and John.

Dick’s early schooling was in the Bronx where he graduated 
from Cardinal Hayes High School in 1950, a place that he held 
great affection for his entire life.  His dedicated service to Hayes 
resulted in his induction into its Hall of Fame in 1995.  Dick at-
tended St. John’s University at night graduating with a degree in 
accounting.  Dick worked in public accounting, earned his CPA 
and later opened his own accounting practice.  He valued the rela-
tionships he fostered with his clients over the years and practiced 
accounting until the last year of his life.

Dick and Mary raised their children in the Inwood section of 
Manhattan where he was active in the parish of Good Shepherd’s 
Men’s Club, Holy Name Society, and on the Parish Council.  He 
served on the finance committee of the Parish Council until his 
death.  Dick was a Division 3 AOH member and Past President of 
the NY County Board of the AOH.  He served on the St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade Committee for decades holding various positions in-
cluding Treasurer and Vice Chairman of the Parade.
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Dick was proud of his Irish descent; he left a lasting impression 
on everyone he met.

The Society extends its deepest sympathy to his surviving chil-
dren and their spouses: Maryanne and Joseph Galea, John and Ka-
trina Cunningham, and to his five grandchildren Matthew, Dan-
ielle, Teagan, Aidan and Reyna.
        
   Robert J. Reilly    
   Brian Rathjen    
    Committee
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PAUL D. COLLINS
Paul D. Collins a Life Member, who first joined the Society in 

1955, died on Monday, October 29, 2012 at the age of 87. 
Paul was born in New York City on August 12, 1925 to John 

F. and Eda R. Collins. Paul graduated from The Browning School
on East 62nd Street in Manhattan.  He served in the United States
Navy during the Second World War.   He then received his bache-
lor’s degree from Georgetown University in 1950.

He spent most of his professional career of 35 years as an exec-
utive with the E. F. Timme & Son Company in New York, which 
is a well-known firm in the textile and simulated fur industry.

Paul married Joan Higgins in St. Patrick’s Cathedral on June 
28, 1952. They renewed their wedding vows 60 years to the day 
later at the Cathedral in a special ceremony on June 28, 2012.  She 
was with him when he died, as she always was in life.

Paul and Joan are the parents of 6 children, grandparents of 17, 
and great grandparents of 2.  They raised their family in Rye, NY 
where they lived for 30 years, and moved in 1995 to Ponte Vedra 
Beach on the north east coast of Florida.  Paul was a past member 
of the Apawamis Club in Rye, NY, the Sawgrass Country Club in 
Ponte Vedra Beach FL. 

A Mass of Christian Burial was held at Our Lady of the Sea 
Catholic Church in Ponte Vedra and a memorial service was held 
in Rye NY. Interment was at Woodlawn Cemetery. 

The Society extends its deep sympathies to his beloved wife, 
Joan, children Paul D. Collins, Jr., Eda Candy Murphy; John F. 
Collins, Stephen P. Collins, Joan Collins Mueller and Kathleen 
Collins Barron and all of his grandchildren.

Robert J. Reilly 
Brian A. Rathjen 

Committee
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JOHN H. CONNOR
John H. Connor, a Life Member of the Society, first elected in 

1968, passed away on Friday, October 12, 2012 at the age of 81.  
A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on Friday, October 19, 
2012 at St. Francis Xavier Church in New Milford, Connecticut. 
John was interred at St. Francis Cemetery, also in New Milford. 

John was born and raised in Forest Hills, New York.  He at-
tended La Salle Academy in Manhattan. He then enrolled at Man-
hattan College in the Bronx. John was a four-year varsity letter-
man in baseball at Manhattan and maintained his love of the game 
throughout his life. 

Following his graduation from Manhattan College, John en-
listed in the U.S. Army. He served as a troop information and 
education specialist in the Signal Corps at the conclusion of the 
Korean War. He then set out on a career in marketing and sales 
management in the packaging industry with Reynolds Metals Co., 
and Jefferson Smurfit Corp. His work in this field led to the de-
velopment of unit-dosage packaging for pharmaceuticals. In addi-
tion to this advancement, which came to be an industry standard, 
John made several significant contributions to his industry and its 
structure. He was an avid supporter of women in the sales force 
and a driving force behind the development of recyclable packag-
ing. Along with these significant contributions John was an active 
member of the Sales and Marketing Executive Club of Greater 
New York. 

John’s social life was as active as his professional life. He was 
a member of the New York Athletic Club where he entertained 
friends and family while staying in shape to play tennis. He was 
an avid tennis player and also maintained memberships in clubs 
in Amagansett and New Milford CT. He was also a member of the 
St. George’s Society, the New Milford Historical Society, and the 
National Arts Club.   

He filled the free time he had perfecting his serve on the tennis 
court, taking his children to baseball games, dancing and sing-
ing, and appreciating the performing and visual arts alongside his 
wife, Rosemary.  In 2009, Mr. Connor wrote and published his 
autobiography: “John V”. The work showcased his zest for life; 
love of his family; and his excellent sense of humor. 

The Society extends its deepest sympathy and heartfelt condo-
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lences to his loving wife, Rosemary; his two sons; John and wife, 
Paula; Courtland, and his wife Allison; and his three grandchil-
dren; John, Miles, and Nora. 

   Anthony J. Burke   
   Robert J. Reilly

    Committee

LAWRENCE V. CULLEN
Lawrence Vincent Eugene Cullen, an Active Member of the 

Society since 2004, died on Sunday, November 25, 2012, at the 
age of 64 after a long battle with Multiple Myeloma. 

Lawrence Cullen was born on September 11, 1948, in Queens 
NY to James E. and Ann Cullen. He served in the United States 
Marine Corps from 1967 to 1969. During that time he was de-
ployed to Vietnam where he served as a door gunner for the First 
Marine Air Wing.  He was awarded the Purple Heart Ribbon, the 
Combat Active Ribbon, the Navy Presidential Ribbon, National 
Defense Ribbon, and the Vietnam Service Ribbon for his service.

He was a graduate of Fordham University at Lincoln Center 
class of 1986 and CUNY Queens Law School class of 1991. The 
NYS Appellate Division, Second Department, admitted Lawrence 
to the New York State Bar later that year. 

Larry loved Ireland and its culture. In between his undergradu-
ate and law degrees, he also earned, in 1988, a Masters Degree in 
Irish History from Fordham University. 

Larry had his own law office in Forest Hills NY for over 10 
years and lived during that time at the Leslie Apartments in Forest 
Hills Gardens.

Governor George Pataki appointed Lawrence to the bench on 
an interim basis in 2005.  Judge Cullen served on the bench of the 
NY Court of Claims starting in 2006. In addition to this position, 
Judge Cullen also served as an Acting New York State Supreme 
Court Justice for Queens County, having been appointed by Chief 
Administrative Judge Jonathan Lippman.  He was elected to the 
NY Supreme Court in November 2011.

In addition to his membership in the Society, Judge Cullen was 
also a Knight of the Grand Cross Holy Sepulchre; a Past President 
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and Chairman of the St. Patrick’s Society of Queens; Chairman 
of the Catholic Lawyers Guild of Queens; member of the Board 
of Advisors of Fordham College at Lincoln Center; member of 
the Association of New York State Supreme Court Justices; and 
a member of the Association of New York State Court of Claims.

His funeral Mass was held at the Church of St. Andrew Avelli-
no near his home in Flushing NY.

The Society expresses its deep sorrow to his wife, Malgorzata 
“Margaret” Cullen; and to his his two children, Anya and Patrick; 
and to his brothers James, Daniel, Kevin, and Francis, and to his 
many friends

Anthony Burke
Robert J. Reilly 

Committee

FRANCIS J. DEVLIN
Francis James Devlin, a Life Member of our Society, having 

joined in 1983, died on May 23, 2012 in Houston Texas at the age 
of 69.

Born April 12, 1943 in New York. He was a proud graduate 
of Bishop Loughlin High School (1960), Providence College 
(1964) and Fordham Law School (1967). Frank practiced as 
an antitrust attorney for Standard Oil, Exxon and ExxonMobil 
for 30 years. He loved to travel and explored the world, trav-
eling to all 50 states, Europe, Latin America, Asia and Africa. 

Frank was particularly devoted to Fordham Law School and 
was a member of their Corporate Counsel Association and a 
leader of the alumni group in Texas.

A Mass of Christian Burial was offered at St. Brigids Church 
in Westbury, NY.

The Society extends its deepest sympathy to his wife, Patri-
cia Scheid Devlin, and his son Christopher Devlin of Seattle and 
daughter Kimberley Devlon Privor of Washington DC.

Robert J. Reilly
John D. Feerick

Committee
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MICHAEL J. KANE
Michael John Kane, an Active Member of the Society having 

joined in 1975, passed away May 24, 2012 at the age of 77. 
Michael was born on July 22, 1935, to Mary and Patrick Kane 

who called Manhattan home after emigrating from County Gal-
way. Michael was a product of Catholic education having attend-
ed St. Vincent Ferrer Elementary School, during these formative 
years, Michael was an altar server and was actively involved as 
a Boy Scout. He attended Cardinal Hayes High School and St. 
Peter’s College where he earned a business degree.  He earned 
an MBA degree from Baruch College. Michael married Margaret 
Skeffington on July 29, 1961.

Michael began his career working for Lease Plan International 
and White Rock, Inc., eventually rising to the rank of Vice Presi-
dent. Later in his career, Michael worked for the City of New York 
as Director of the Bureau of Motor Vehicles, and then served as 
Assistant Commissioner of New York City’s Department of Gen-
eral Services. Michael loved education and taught at Dominican 
College in Blauvelt, and St. Thomas Aquinas in Sparkill, serving 
as an adjunct professor. 

Throughout his life, Michael was dedicated to his family, Irish 
heritage, his faith, and to the service of others. He devoted 31 
years of his life to the United States Army Reserve, retiring as 
a Lieutenant Colonel. He was a member of the 7th Regiment Of-
ficers Association and the Veterans Corps of Artillery. A proud 
Irishman, he was a member of the Ancient Order of Hibernians 
Division V, serving as President for many years. Michael was also 
a founding member of the Irish Cultural Center in Blauvelt, New 
York. Michael was devoted to his faith.  He was a parishoner of 
St. Catharine’s Roman Catholic Church in Blauvelt since 1964. 

The Society expresses its sorrow to his wife of 51 years, Mar-
garet, his children, Margaret, Deirdre, Aileen, James, and their 
spouses, and his eight grandchildren. A Mass of Christian Burial 
was held at St. Catharine’s Church in Blauvelt. Michael was laid 
to rest at Gate of Heaven Cemetery in Hawthorne, New York. 

   Anthony Burke
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee
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THOMAS J. LENIHAN
Thomas J. Lenihan, an Active Member of the Society since 

1999, died on June 18, 2012 at Lenox Hospital on Park Avenue, 
at the age of 78.

Thomas was born on June 13, 1934 in New York City to Thom-
as and Agnes Brooks Lenihan. He was the grandson of Patrick 
Lenihan, who was born in 1852 in County Clare, and of Bridget 
Shanahan, born in 1865 in County Tipperary. 

Tom attended St. Joseph’s Grammar School on East 87th Street 
and St. Ann’s Academy on Lexington and 76th Street in Manhattan 
(now named Archbishop Molloy High School located in Queens). 
He received his bachelor’s degree from Queens College.

Thomas served in the United States Army and he and his wife 
Catherine Heller Lenihan made their home on East 66th Street in 
Manhattan.  Thomas was a purchasing agent with Con Edison and 
also worked at Brown Bovari, the Swiss engineering company, 
and at Ebasco Services.

Thomas was a member of the New York Athletic Club for 46 
years and served as Commander of the American Legion Post 
754 at the Club. He had also served as the Treasurer of that Post.  
Thomas was a member of the American Irish Historical Society 
and of the Navy League. He had a great interest in photography 
and volunteered his services to the Yorkville Common Pantry.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held at his home parish, St. 
Vincent Ferrer.

The Society extends its deepest sympathy to his wife, Cather-
ine.

   Robert J. Reilly
   Brian Rathjen
    Committee
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JOHN W. LENNON
John W. Lennon, an Active Member of the Society since 1981, 

was born on January 20,1928.  He died on December 16, 2012 at 
age 84.

John attended St. Philip Neri elementary school and Cardinal 
Hayes High School

John was ordained a priest of the Maryknoll Fathers on June 
11, 1955. After a year of studies in New York, and later at Santo 
Thomas University in the Philippines, in Massachusetts and at St. 
Patricks College in Carlow, Ireland, he settled into ministry in the 
Philippines. There for over a decade, he pastored several parishes, 
directed high schools, was president of Assumption College, and 
served as superintendent of schools for the Tagum diocese. He 
was also a U.S. Military chaplain. 

John returned to the United States in the late 1960s, teaching 
pastoral ministry for a short time at Massachusetts General Hos-
pital in Boston, followed by a brief stint as associate pastor of 
St. Anthony’s in the Bronx. In 1970 He was assigned to Cardinal 
Hayes High School where he served as a teacher, administrator 
and moderator of athletics.  In 1981 he became pastor at St. Greg-
ory the Great parish in Manhattan, remaining there until 1989 
when he became pastor of St. John the Baptist in Yonkers. 

He retired in 2003, returned to the laity state in 2008, and lived 
quietly in retirement in Massachusetts. Funeral services were held 
in Yonkers NY and he is buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery in Yon-
kers.

The Society extends it deep sympathy to his family and friends.
        

   Robert J. Reilly    
   Brian A. Rathjen   
    Committee
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JOSEPH D. MADDEN
Joseph D. Madden, a Life Member of the Society, having 

joined in 1990, died January 26, 2012.
Joe was a very proud graduate of the Fordham University Col-

lege of Business Administration, class of 1951. He remained very 
close to Fordham all throughout his life and maintained many 
friendships from Fordham for well over half a century.

Joe received a Masters in Business Administration degree from 
New York University.  He was for many years the Executive Vice 
President of the Drug, Chemical and Allied Trades Association.  
In later years he acted as a consultant in this field through his own 
company, Madden Asset Management. 

Joe and his wife, Eileen, made their home for many years in 
Bayside Queens NY where they raised their children and were 
very involved with their parish.  He was also a leader of the Bay-
side Kiwanis Foundation. 

Few members have loved the Friendly Sons as much as Joe 
Madden.  He attended almost every Stated Meeting throughout 
the time of his membership, and he was always welcoming new 
members and inviting them to join him and his good friend, Ken 
Hickman, at their table.

A Mass of Christian Burial was offered for him at his home 
parish, Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament in Bayside.

The Society extends it deep sympathy on his passing to his 
wife , Eileen, son, Joseph, Jr. and daughter Maureen, and grand-
children Kerri and Ryan. 

Robert J. Reilly
John C. Walton

Committee
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RYAN B. MAHONEY
Ryan Berndt Mahoney, an Active Member of the Society since 

2001, died on Sunday, January 29, 2012, at the age of 31 follow-
ing a courageous fight of Hodgkin’s disease.

Ryan was born in Rye, New York on April 16, 1980. He attend-
ed Rye Country Day School. Ryan grew up sailing at American 
Yacht Club in Rye. He went on to become a world-class sailor in 
the International 420 division. He qualified three times to repre-
sent the United States in the International 420 class world cham-
pionships in Australia, Belgium, and Newport. He was the top 
American finisher in Australia. Ryan also qualified for the U.S. 
Sailing Youth Championships in San Francisco, St. Louis, and 
Hyannis, and placed second in the 1996 Bemis Finals of the U.S. 
Sailing/Rolex Junior Championship in the 420 class.

He attended Dartmouth College and received his degree in 
economics. During his time at Dartmouth, Ryan served as Pres-
ident of Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity. 

Upon graduation in 2002, Ryan returned to New York where he 
worked at Bear Stearns as Managing Director of Institutional Eq-
uities. Most recently, Ryan served as a Director in the Institutional 
Equities at Credit Suisse.

Ryan loved spending time in Vermont, where he grew up ski-
ing with his family, and enjoyed camping trips to the Catskills 
Mountains and on Bois Blanc Island on Lake Huron, off the coast 
of Northern Michigan. 

The Society expresses its sorrow to his wife, Alisah Mahoney 
(nee Weishaar) and their son, Shaylon Daniel; and to his parents, 
Daniel Patrick Mahoney, a Life Member, and Susan Berndt Ma-
honey; and to his siblings Derek E. Mahoney, an Active Member, 
and Melissa Wirth.

   Anthony Burke
   Brian Rathjen
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee



369

DONALD E. MULRY
Donald E. Mulry, a Life Member of the Society having joined 

in 1979, died on December 7, 2012, at Buckingham Care and Re-
habilitation Center in Norwood, NJ.

Don was born in Newark NJ on April 14, 1925, the oldest child 
of George and Zelma Mulry and spent his childhood in Floral 
Park NY, before moving the Goshen NY when he was a teenager.  
His sisters, Virginia Mulry Strong and Adalaide Mulry Shallop, 
pre-deceased him.

Don was the loving husband of Mae O’Brien Mulry for 63 
years and they first made their home in Brooklyn NY.

Don attended Bernard Baruch Business College in New York.  
For most of his business career he worked in the textile and gar-
ment industry in New York City and was employed for several of 
his later years at Wrangler Sportswear, a division of Blue Bell Inc.

Don was a veteran of the Second World War having served in 
the 94th Army Infantry Division in the Third Army in northern 
France under the command of General George Patton. He was a 
proud recipient of the Combat Infantry Badge, two Bronze Stars, 
Purple Heart and other awards. . Don was a lifetime member of the 
94th Infantry Division World War II Association having served as 
President and Historian. He was responsible for the Division Flag 
and the Division Mural, which was officially approved for exhibi-
tion in the Massachusetts State House In Boston. He also created 
the 94th Infantry Division Historic Collection, parts of which are 
now displayed in five military museums. Don was a member of 
the American Legion, the Military Order of the Purple Heart, and 
the Disabled American Veterans Association.

Don loved to sing and he was a member of the Glee Club of the 
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick and had served terms as its president 
and secretary. He was very faithful to the Glee Club and attended 
every rehearsal concert and performance for many decades. Of 
particular note is that Don led the singing of “The Soldier’s Song” 
in Irish at the annual Mass held on St. Patrick’s Day morning at 
St. Agnes church on 43rd Street.  For many years Don had been a 
cantor and member of the church choir at St. Theresa’s in Cress-
kill, NJ.  He was also a member of the church choir at St. Mary’s 
in Dumont, NJ. In the 1960s he was a member of the men’s choir 
at St. Vincent Ferrer on Lexington Avenue in Manhattan.



370

A Mass of Christian Burial was offered for him at St Therese of 
Lisieux Church in Cresskill NJ.

The Society extends its deep sympathy to his wife, Mae, his 
daughter Patricia Mulry Dixon and husband Robert of Walden NY 
and his grandchildren Christopher, Deirdre and Caitlin.

   James B.  Keaney
   Robert J. Reilly
   John C. Walton
    Committee
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JOHN J. PHELAN, JR.
President

of The Society of the Friendly Sons
of Saint Patrick in The City of

New York

Date of Birth .............................................................May 7, 1931
Elected to Membership ......................................................... 1976
President .....................................................................1986 - 1987
Date of Death ........................................................August 4, 2012
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JOHN J. PHELAN, JR.
John Joseph Phelan, Jr. served as President of the Society of 

the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the City of New York in 1986 
and 1987.  He joined the Society in 1976 and was a Life Member.  
John died on August 4, 2012 at the age of 81. 

A former Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the New 
York Stock Exchange, he was known for his confident and calm 
demeanor in the face of all financial and business challenges.

John was born in Manhattan to John J. Phelan, Sr. and Edna 
Kelly Phelan on May 7, 1931.

He started college but dropped out after two years. By his early 
20's he was a Marine sergeant, serving in Korea, and at age 24 was 
at work with his father on Wall Street. At 26 he was a partner, and 
at age 31 managing director of a successor firm known as Phelan 
& Company. He also started college all over again going at night; 
he received a BBA degree in 1970 from Adelphi University. He 
would later become Chairman of the Board of Adelphi University 
and receive an honorary degree from them in 1987.

At 41, in a second reorganization, he became senior partner of 
Phelan, Silver, Vesce, Barry & Company, working on the trading 
floor ''making a living,'' as he put it. In 1975, while still on the 
exchange floor, he won a post as vice chairman of the exchange, 
serving until mid-1980 when he became president and chief oper-
ating officer. A huge success in the job, the easy-going diplomat 
stepped up to chairman and chief executive in May 1984. 

As trading volume exploded in the 1980s, Mr. Phelan intro-
duced new computer trading technologies to the once-stodgy ex-
change. Under his leadership, the exchange spent millions to put 
in place electronic systems to handle huge volumes of orders.

The technological changes helped usher in a new era on Wall 
Street.  Computerized trading lowered costs for small investors 
and helped make markets more liquid.

After the October 19, 1987 crash, referred to as “Black Mon-
day,” which was the largest single-day percentage drop in the mar-
ket ever, with the Dow Jones Industrial Average crashing nearly 
23%, and which shook investors’ confidence in financial markets, 
Mr. Phelan coolly resisted calls to close the exchange, fearing that 
it would breed further panic. He rang the closing bell himself.
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In a message to Mr. Phelan several days after the crash, Pres-
ident Ronald Reagan praised the functioning of the exchange 
during the panic. Mr. Phelan read the message aloud to his staff 
from the podium overlooking the trading floor.

“The calm, professional manner of dedicated men and wom-
en striving to meet unprecedented challenges undoubtedly helped 
assure investors of the soundness of the institution,” Mr. Reagan 
wrote.

After retiring from the New York Stock Exchange in 1991, he 
served as the President of the International Federation of Stock 
Exchanges in Paris until 1993.  He also served on the Boards of 
Merrill Lynch, Metropolitan Life, Eastman Kodak, Sonat and 
Avon.

When John was the President of our Society the Anniversary 
Dinner attendance was very strong.  His speakers at the 202nd An-
niversary Dinner, in 1986, were the Honorable Owen McGivern, 
the former Presiding Justice of the New York State Supreme 
Court, Appellate Division, First Department, and the Honorable 
William M. Bulger, the President of the Senate of Massachusetts.  
His speakers at the 203rd Anniversary Dinner, in 1987, were the 
Most Reverend Edward M. Egan, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of New 
York, and destined to become the Cardinal Archbishop of New 
York, and the Honorable Joseph M. McLaughlin of the United 
States District Court of the Eastern District of New York. 

John also served on the Board of Trustees of Catholic Charities 
of the Archdiocese of New York, which was very close to his heart.

The Society extends its deepest sympathy to his wife of 57 
years, Joyce, and to his sons, John, Peter and David and all the 
members of their families.

   Edward J. Burke
   Victor D. Ziminsky, Jr.
   Timothy G. Reynolds
   John H. FitzSimons
   Robert J. Reilly
   Alfred E. Smith, IV
   Brian M. Murphy
   Thomas M. O’Brien
   Mark B. Codd
    Committee
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RAY E. STOUT, JR.
Ray E. Stout, Jr., a Life Member who joined the Society in 

1995, died on August 15, 2012.  Ray was born in Rockland Coun-
ty, NY on November 13, 1927.  Ray’s maternal grandfather, Ste-
phen Byrnes, was born in Limerick.

Ray attended Immaculate Conception School and the Tappan 
Zee High School, where he played on their first Flying Dutchmen 
Football Team. He left high school early to join the U.S. Navy 
during World War II, after Boot Camp he entered the PT Boat Ser-
vice and served in the South Pacific. After his discharge from the 
Navy he remained in the Reserve for a time and then served in the 
Headquarters Company of the 69th Regiment U.S. Army Reserve. 

When he returned home after the War Ray completed high 
school and then attended the American Academy of Funeral Ser-
vice in New York City. He later studied at Baruch College of the 
City of New York.

Ray was active as a Funeral Director for over sixty years and 
owned and operated the Stout Funeral Service on east 87th Street in 
Manhattan.. He was a member the Metropolitan, New York State 
and National Funeral Directors Association. Ray was an Honor 
Life member of the Charles Carroll Assembly of the 4th Degree 
Knights of Columbus and the Anchor Club. He was a member 
of The Catholic War Veterans, the Military Order of the World 
Wars, the Navy League, the PT Boats Association, and The United 
States Naval Memorial and the Veterans Corps 69th Regiment. 

Ray joined the New York Athletic Club in 1955 where he was 
extraordinarily active, and became a Life Member in 1957.  He 
was a member of the Quarter Center Club and received his Fifty 
Year Pin. He served on the Board of Governors.  He played hand-
ball and was a member of the Killers Club, and a member of the 
Knights of the Green Table. Ray served on the Saturday Morning 
Committee, was a member of the Saturday Morning Fathers Club 
and was elected the second President. He was a member of the 
Trap Shooters Club, the Theater Club and the Knights of the Bath. 
Ray was a contributor to the New Olympic Room and the NYAC 
Athletes Fund. Ray became a member of NYAC American Le-
gion Post 754 soon after joining the Club. He was active in many 
Post activities including those at the Veterans Hospital, the Blood 
Bank, the Muster Dinner, the Color Guard, and the trips to West 
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Point. He was always a strong recruiter of members for the Post. 
Ray held various offices in the Post and eventually Post Com-
mander.  He became the Post Representative to New York County 
American Legion and served until early 2012. He became active 
in New York County American Legion and was Vice Commander 
of the County, for a number of years. Ray served as Chairman of 
the 50th and 75th Post 754 Anniversary Dinners. He led the Post 
celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the end of World War II, 
and presented specially designed medals to the WW II Veteran 
members of the Post.

Ray, yearly, participated in the Post 754 Memorial Day and 
Veterans Day wreath laying ceremonies. He was Chairman of the 
Legion Mai Foote Fund and he chaired the Post 754 Perpetuation 
Fund, which he established, to help provide for the future of the 
Post.

Ray was a former Trustee of the St. Emeric R.C. Church. He 
was an active member of the Ministry of Hospitality, at the Church 
of the Epiphany.

Ray passed away from natural causes on August 15, 2012. He 
was buried at the Gate of Heaven Cemetery.

Ray married Joan Kennedy on October 4,1952 they had 2 sons 
Ray III and John, both Life Members of the Society of the Friend-
ly Sons of St, Patrick; they then had two daughters Joan Stout 
Antognini and Jean. They have 7 grandchildren and one great 
grandson. The Society extends its deepest sympathy to all on the 
loss of this very special Friendly Son.

   Raymond C. Teatum
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee



376

ROBERT J. WALSH
Dr. Robert J. Walsh, a Life Member of the Society, first elected 

in 1971, passed away on Wednesday, July 4th, 2012 at the age of 
88.  A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at Our Lady of 
Sorrows Church in White Plains, New York following his wake at 
McMahon, Lyon & Hartnett Funeral Home also in White Plains. 

Dr. Walsh was born in New York City in September of 1923 to 
Timothy Walsh and Gertrude Fay Walsh. He attended St. Gabriel 
Academy, Epiphany School, Xavier High School, and Fordham 
University. During his time at Xavier, he and his teammates won 
the National Rifle Championship due in large part to his expert 
marksmanship. In 1943, after two years of study at Fordham, Dr. 
Walsh enlisted in the US Army. He served in China, Burma, and 
India during World War II. When he returned home he began his 
study of medicine at New York University where he would dis-
cover his passions and meet the love of his life, Wanda Scala. The 
two met by chance when they were assigned as lab partners during 
their first semester of study. Bob and Wanda graduated in 1950 
and in 1953 they married at the Church of the Holy Name in Park 
Slope, Brooklyn. 

In addition to building a private practice with his wife, Dr. 
Walsh joined St. Vincent’s Hospital as an attending physician. 
He served in this capacity until his retirement in 1993. Dr. Walsh 
also consulted on the New York Foundling Hospital and Bellevue 
Hospital. His professional affiliations included a term as president 
of the New York Gynecological Society and the Celtic Medical 
Society. In addition to his membership in the Friendly Sons, Dr. 
Walsh served on the Archdiocese of New York’s Marriage Tribu-
nal from 1953 to 1973 and was an active member of the Pro-Life 
movement in New York. In 1988, he and his wife were awarded 
the Archdiocese’ Catholic Home Bureau Child of Peace Award 
by John Cardinal O’Connor for their long standing support of the 
pro-life movement and the Archdiocese of New York.

In his retirement Dr. Walsh enjoyed home projects, gardening, 
crossword puzzles, and cooking. He also maintained a presence at 
St. Vincent’s Hospital where he served on the ethics committee. 
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Dr. Walsh joined his loving wife, Wanda who passed away in 
2001, in eternal rest. The Society extends its deepest sympathy 
and heartfelt condolences to his children, Grail, Noel, Susan, and  
Robert; his ten grandchildren; and his sister June. 

Anthony J. Burke
Robert J. Reilly

Committee
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VINCENT M. BROSNAN
Vincent M. Brosnan, a Life Member who joined our Society in 

1955, died on December 28, 2013 at his home in Oceanside, CA. 
He was 80 years of age. A Mass of Christian Burial was offered at 
Mission San Luis Rey in Oceanside.

Mr. Brosnan was born on August 12, 1933 at St. Vincent’s Hos-
pital in New York City to John and Irene V. Bannin Brosnan. He had 
a brother, John P. Brosnan, and sister, Sr. Mary Ellen Brosnan, SC.

His father, John F. Brosnan, was the President of the Society of 
the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the City of New York in 1946 
and 1947. Two of his uncles were also members of the Society: 
Lorenz J. Brosnan and Msgr. Vincent J. Brosnan. His father, John, 
was a noted New York attorney, and was a leading citizen of New 
York and prominent in public service and served as Chancellor of 
the New York State Board of Regents.

Upon returning from a two-year army tour of duty in La Ro-
chelle, France, Vincent enrolled in the Cinema Dept. at the Uni-
versity of Southern California, graduating in 1959. In 1960, he 
was hired by NBC Television in Burbank CA where he spent his 
professional career at NBC and KNBC as an Editor and Super-
vising Editor of news programs. Mr. Brosnan was the recipient of 
two Los Angeles Area Emmys (1980,1987), a Los Angeles Press 
Club Award (1985) and the George Foster Peabody Broadcasting 
Award (1987). 

In 1991 Vinnie retired to Oceanside where he continued with 
his love of tennis and support of opera, as well as his lifetime 
avocation - promoting and celebrating the life and the times of 
the world's first consulting detective, Sherlock Holmes. In rec-
ognition of his dedication the preeminent Sherlockian group, the 
Baker Street Irregulars, invested him into their exclusive society 
with the title “The Gap on That Second Shelf.” 

The Society extends its deepest sympathy on the passing of this 
58 year member of our Society to his loving wife of fifty years, 
Flavia and their two children; son Michael, of Los Angeles, and 
daughter Marcella of Austin TX.

Robert J. Reilly
Brian J. Rathjen

Committee



381

CHARLES M. GRACE
Charles M. Grace, an Active Member of the Society for 50 

years, died on January 1, 2013, at the age of 86. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial was held at Our Lady of Victories Church in Boston.

Charles was born to Joseph P. and Janet MacDonald Grace of 
Manhasset, NY on September 13, 1926.  Charles attended Colum-
bia University where he received his Master in Business Admin-
istration degree.

While in New York he met the love of his life, Margaret Van-
derpool Grace and together they had five children. His daughter, 
Lisa, pre-deceased them. His dear wife, Peggy, died in 2009.  
Their home was filled with humor and delight, as he was passion-
ate about charity, education and the betterment of society.

He co-founded, with Colonel James Gray, The World Monu-
ments Fund. He was also a co-founder of the California League of 
Conservation Voters, which worked to protect the California coast 
from offshore drilling.

Charles was a Trustee of the Cancer Research Institute, Inc. 
and was a Trustee of the University of San Diego.  Charles was 
particularly proud to serve on the Board of Trustees of Fordham 
University from 1976 to 1989. He was very supportive of the Je-
suit mission of making a difference, and of Fordham’s continued 
presence in the Bronx.

The Society extends its deepest sympathy to his daughter Mau-
reen, and his sons, Charles, Jr., James and Joseph.

John D. Feerick
William P. Frank
Robert J. Reilly

Committee
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CARROLL W. HAYES
Carroll William (“Bill”) Hayes, a Life Member of the Society 

since 1958, died on January 17, 2013, in Alexandria, Virginia.  He 
was 92 years of age.

Born in Jersey City, New Jersey, the son of the late Judge 
Carroll and Mary G. Hayes, Bill Hayes graduated from The Iona 
School in New Rochelle, New York, earned a B.S. from Fordham 
College in 1942, and graduated from Fordham University School 
of Law in 1949. He was devoted to Fordham throughout his life.

On November 25, 1950, Bill married Rosamond P. Meehan, 
of Venice, Italy and New York, New York, daughter of Charles 
Meehan of the U.S. Consular Service and Countess Caroline Bev-
ilacqua Lazise.

Commissioned as a U.S. Army artillery officer on June 9, 1942, 
Bill Hayes served honorably and courageously with the Third 
U.S. Army and XXII Corps in Great Britain, France, Belgium, 
Holland, Germany and Czechoslovakia. He received a Europe-
an Theater of Operations citation for reconnaissance work, and 
was awarded the U.S. Army Commendation Medal. Following 
V.E. Day, he was appointed as the Commandant, at the U.S. Army 
Counter Intelligence School, Monchengladbach, Germany, and 
was later detailed as an aide to Zdenek Fierlinger, Prime Minister 
of Czechoslovakia and then to U.S. Ambassador Robert Daniel 
Murphy. He retired from the U.S. Army Reserve as a lieutenant 
colonel.

After completing Fordham Law School and passing the New 
York State Bar, Bill Hayes worked as a court clerk in Manhattan 
before being appointed by the legendary Manhattan District At-
torney Frank Hogan as an assistant district attorney for New York 
County, assigned to the Homicide Bureau where he participated 
in the prosecution of many homicide cases before leaving the Of-
fice in 1955. In the spring of 1955, Bill Hayes took employment 
with the Celanese Corporation in Washington, D.C., as Manag-
er of Government Services, later becoming its Director of Gov-
ernment Relations. His job involved business and lobby related 
activities on behalf of the chemical manufacturing company. He 
was responsible for government relations and legislative activities 
for the parent company and its three subsidiary corporations. He 
administered the Celanese Corporation Political Action Commit-
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tee, and was an industry president of the Armed Forces Chemical 
Association-Washington Chapter (1960), council member of the 
American Ordinance Association (1963-1965), member of the 
board of directors of the Business Government Relations Council 
(1969-1972), and industry president of the Washington Industrial 
Round Table (1973-74). Bill Hayes was an expert on antitrust and 
Selective Service matters and testified on these issues before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee and Senate Armed Services Commit-
tee. 

Bill Hayes was past president of the Fordham University Club 
of Washington, and a former member of the Army-Navy Club, the 
Capital Hill Club, Congressional Country Club, the Georgetown 
Club, and the International Club. 

A Mass of Christian Burial was held at Queen of Apostles 
Catholic Church in Arlington VA.  He was buried at Arlington 
National Cemetery.

The Society extends its deepest sympathy to his beloved wife 
of 62 years, Rosamond Meehan Hayes and loving sons, Carroll 
William ("Bill") Hayes, Jr. and his wife, Chrissy, Mark Charles 
Hayes and his wife Gail, John Thomas ("Tim") Hayes and his 
wife, Julie; grandchildren Andrew, Daniel, Drew, Taylor, Katie 
and Jenna. He is survived by his three sisters, Eugenia, and her 
husband, Wayne M. Weisner, MD of Port Washington, New York; 
Mary and her husband, Robert J. Johansen of Yonkers, New York; 
and, Elizabeth A. Hayes of New York, New York, as well as nu-
merous nieces and nephews. 

   Robert J. Reilly
   John C. Walton
   John D. Feerick
    Committee
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JAMES D. HEALY

James Duffy Healy, an Active Member of the Society since 
1984, died on August 23, 2013 in New York City. He loved the 
Society, Ireland, his family, his Faith and his country.

James was born on November 25, 1938 to Morgan J. and Anna 
Duffy Healy, and he had a brother Morgan, Jr. who predeceased 
him, and a sister Grace.   He attended St. Joan of Arc Elementary 
School, St. Francis Preparatory School and St. Francis College in 
Brooklyn, NY, of which he was a proud graduate.

James was retired from the New York State Banking Depart-
ment, having previously worked at HSBC and Marine Midland 
Bank.

James was also an active member of the Knights of Colum-
bus at his parish of Epiphany Church at Second Avenue and 22nd 
Street, and his Mass of Christian Burial was offered there for him.

The Society extends its deepest sympathy to his sister, grace, 
sister-in-law Greta Healy, and his nieces Lorilee, Crafa and 
Marylee Hoge.

Robert J. Reilly
Thomas M. O’Brien

Committee

JOHN F. HOGAN
John F. (“Jack”) Hogan, a Veteran Member of the Society hav-

ing joined in 1984, died on July 25, 2013 in Naples FL, where he 
lived in retirement.  He was 83 years of age. Jack had previously 
lived in Eastchester NY and Harwichport, MA. He was pre-de-
ceased by his wife Joan (nee Vail). They had raised their eight 
children in Westchester.

Jack was born in the Bronx, NY and he attended All Hallows 
High School, and he remained close to the school throughout his 
life.  Jack received his undergraduate degree from the College of 
the Holy Cross in Worcester MA, and a Masters degree from Co-
lumbia University.
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Jack enjoyed a long and distinguished career in advertising 
holding senior executive positions at Edwin Wasey, Rithraff and 
Ryan; BBDO, the worldwide advertising agency; Rumrill-Hoyt; 
and Palmer & Hogan Advertising where he retired as Chairman 
and CEO in 1965. 

He was a devout and proud Catholic and Irishman, a gifted 
raconteur, mentor, athlete and friend. 

A Mass of Christian Burial was offered for him at the Church 
of the Annunciation in Crestwood, NY.

The Society extends its deepest sympathy on their loss to his 
children: Joan, Patricia, Ann, John, Courtney, David, Christopher 
and Mark, and to their spouses and children.

Robert J. Reilly
Brian Rathjen

Committee

PHILIP G. LEAHY
Philip George Leahy, a Life Member of the Society since 1976, 

died on October 12, 2013.
Philip was born in New York City on February 15, 1931.  He 

attended the United States Naval Academy graduating in the Class 
of 1956. 

After graduating from the USNA, he served in the US Navy 
and US Naval Reserves for ten years and achieved the rank of 
Lieutenant (SG). 

He was employed in an executive capacity for the Port Au-
thority of New York and New Jersey and retired after 33 years 
with that agency. In this role he served as the Bridge Manager of 
the George Washington Bridge, the worlds busiest motor vehicle 
bridge.  In retirement he served for ten years as a volunteer docent 
for the New York Historical Society, at Central Park West and 
77th Street.  Phil was a noted military historian, with a specialized 
interest in the 1861-1865 period.

Following a Funeral Mass at the Chapel of the Sacred Hearts 
of Jesus and Mary on East 33rd Street, he was interred at the Old 
Calvary Cemetery in the Long Island City section of Queens in 
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NYC with a US Navy honor guard in attendance.
The Society extends its deep sympathy to his wife of 57 years, 

Margaret (Peggy) Leahy who resides, as he did, in the midtown 
area of Manhattan in New York City, and to his sister, Roberta 
Lerch, and his three nephews and two nieces, as well as to his 13 
grand nephews and nieces.

   Robert J. Reilly
   Brian Rathjen
    Committee

GERALD W. LYNCH
Gerald Weldon Lynch, an Active Member of the Friendly Sons 

since 1977, and a nationally respected educator, died on April 17, 
2013.  He was 76 years of age.

Gerry was born on March 24, 1937 in the Bronx NY to Ed-
ward Dewey and Alice Margaret Lynch.  He was the oldest of 3 
brothers. His father died when Gerry was 21. Both of his maternal 
grandparents (of the Weldon and Ryan families) had been born 
in Ireland. Among his Lynch ancestors is one a great grandfather 
who emigrated from Galway to Rutland, Vermont at the time of 
the famine. He and his wife, Gay, owned a home in County Clare 
in Doonagore, Doolin.

Gerry attended the Anniversary dinners of our Society for 
many years and was one of the principal speakers at the dinner in 
the year 2000, where he responded to the toast “To the Day We 
Celebrate.”

Gerry was a 1954 graduate of Fordham Preparatory School, 
and a very proud graduate of the Class of 1958 from Fordham 
College at Rose Hill where he received the B.S. degree in philos-
ophy and French.  He was in the Fordham Glee Club and had a 
beautiful voice. He received his Ph.D. degree in clinical psychol-
ogy from New York University.

Dr. Lynch joined the John Jay College of City University in 
1967 as Director of Student Activities and Assistant Professor of 
Psychology. He was named Dean of Students in 1968 and served 
in that role through 1971, when he was appointed Vice President 
of the College and Acting Dean of Faculty. He became acting 
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president of John Jay in 1975 following the resignation of Dr. 
Donald H. Riddle, and shortly thereafter was confronted with an 
attempt by the City University Board of Trustees to close the Col-
lege. Dr. Lynch rallied internal support among students and staff, 
and external support on a broad scale among political, business 
and police leaders that ultimately convinced University officials 
to back down from the threatened closure, and with the shutdown 
averted, Dr. Lynch was formally named as John Jay's third Pres-
ident. He was sworn in on March 24, 1977, in a festive ceremo-
ny that also marked the College's 13th anniversary. He served as 
President until 2004.

Despite the downsizing of the College's academic offerings as 
part of the price of saving the institution, Dr. Lynch took enor-
mous pride in his steadfast refusal to fire or retrench any full-time 
employee for budgetary reasons. His tenure as President would 
be marked by steady increases in the size of the student body, the 
faculty and the campus itself, including the initial stages of the 
expansion that culminated in 2011 in the opening of the 14-story, 
block-long new facility on 11th Avenue and 59th Street. Under Dr. 
Lynch's leadership, the first University Distinguished Professors 
were added to the John Jay faculty; graduate-level offerings were 
expanded, and Ph.D. programs in Criminal Justice and Forensic 
Psychology were created at the CUNY Graduate Center.  The ma-
jor amphitheatre at the college is named in his honor.

He established John Jay's reputation on an international scale 
with the creation of the Bramshill Scholar exchange program with 
the British national police college, the McCabe Fellows program 
in conjunction with An Garda Siochana, the national police ser-
vice in his beloved Ireland, and the biennial international confer-
ence on crime, justice and public order, among other initiatives. 
He helped shape a broad conception of the College's mission of 
“educating for justice” and in so doing left a legacy that continues 
to define John Jay. As one leading faculty member described Dr. 
Lynch, “He is really a liberal arts president in a criminal justice 
setting.” As President, Dr. Lynch continued the commitment to 
public service and difficult causes that dated to the time in grad-
uate school when he traveled to Selma, Ala., to march with Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. and other prominent civil rights leaders. In 
the late 1970's he took up the cause of oppressed Soviet Jews with 
the same vigor and passion, traveling to the Soviet Union to meet 
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with dissidents and bear witness to their plight. He served as Chair 
of the New York City Police Foundation; Chair of the New York 
Fire Safety Foundation; Vice Chair of the United States Marshals 
Foundation; Chair of the Catholic Interracial Council, and Chair 
of the WNET/Channel 13 Board of Advisors. 

Jerry was awarded an Honorary Degree from the National Uni-
versity of Ireland, Galway in June, 2000.

In city and state government service, he chaired a New York 
State Casino Gambling Study Panel; chaired search committees 
for New York City police and fire commissioners under Mayor 
David Dinkins; served on the Board of Directors of the Nation-
al Council on Crime and Delinquency, and was a member of the 
Independent Commission on Policing in Northern Ireland, which 
was established as part of the Belfast Agreement (also known as 
The Good Friday Agreement) which played a key role in bringing 
an end to the sectarian strife there. 

The Society extends its deepest sympathies to his wife of 42 
years, Gay Sherry Lynch; his son, Timothy, who is an assistant 
district attorney with the Bronx District Attorney's Office; his 
daughter, Elizabeth Lynch, Director of the Center for Microfi-
nance Leadership at Women's World Banking;  son-in-law, Bryon 
Korutz, and  granddaughter, Alice Georgina Lynch Korutz.

   John D. Feerick
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee

GERALD E. McCARTHY
Gerald E. McCarthy, a Life Member of the Society since 1976, 

died on March 16, 2013 at Good Shepherd Hospice in Port Jeffer-
son, NY.  He was 76 years of age.  

Born in New York City on October 11, 1936, he was the son 
of J. Russell McCarthy and Anne Ayres McCarthy.  He attended 
St. Francis Preparatory School, which at the time was located at 
300 Baltic Street in Brooklyn, NY.  He received his college degree 
from St. John’s University.   He made his home in Tarrytown NY 
for most of his adult life, and moved to Sag Harbor NY in 2008.
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Jerry had an exceptional career in law enforcement and retired 
as a New York City Police Department Detective and was a for-
mer assistant commissioner of the New York State Division of 
Criminal Justice Services, having been appointed by Governor 
Mario Cuomo..

Jerry and his wife, Margaret, had spent summers in Sag Harbor 
for several decades.  They were married for 30 years and after he 
retired, they moved to Sag Harbor full time and spent the winter 
months in Florida. They traveled frequently to Europe. 

Jerry was the first NYPD detective to attend the FBI Nation-
al Academy.  He later served as an adjunct Instructor at the FBI 
Academy on white-collar crime.

Jerry was specially assigned to protect Pope Paul IV and Pope 
St. John Paul II on their visits to New York City and can be seen 
in photographs with both.

Jerry was active in several organizations besides our Society 
including the NY Police Anchor Club, which is an order of the 
Knights of Columbus; and the National Law Enforcement Associ-
ation where he was a former President, a President Emeritus, and 
was referred to in their publication as ”the glue and guiding force” 
of the group.  He also served as the President of the NYPD Holy 
Name Society.  He was an active golfer, and loved reading and 
was involved in book groups.

The Society extends its deepest sympathy to his wife, Mar-
garet, and to his stepdaughters Maureen Rossi of Maryland, and 
Elizabeth Kirwan of Sag Harbor, and to his five grandchildren, 
and his sisters, Patricia Vozab and Sheila Maher.  

Robert J. Reilly 
Brian A. Rathjen 

Committee
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MOST REV. WILLIAM J. McCORMACK
Auxiliary Bishop William Jerome McCormack, an Active 

Member of our Society since 2001, and a retired director of the 
National Office of the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, 
died Nov. 23, 2013 at Mary Manning Walsh Home in Manhattan, 
where he had resided in recent years.  He was 89 years of age.

The Manhattan-born bishop was one of two children of Wil-
liam J. and Irene Curry McCormack. They lived in Annunciation 
parish on the Upper West Side and sent young William to private 
schools. He enrolled in Williams College but left after a year to 
join the U.S. Coast Guard, serving for four years during World 
War II in the North Atlantic.

Following his discharge in 1945 he began a career as an exec-
utive of the Transit-Mix Concrete Corp. and the William J. Mc-
Cormack Sand Division, a family business. His call to the priest-
hood came rather late for that era (he was 30 when he entered 
the seminary), and he ascribed it, simply, to ‘‘grace.’’ In 1954 he 
entered St. Bonaventure University in Olean, where he completed 
his studies for a bachelor’s degree and studied for the priesthood 
at Christ the King Seminary, which was a Franciscan seminary 
although he trained as a diocesan priest. Bishop Joseph A. Burke 
of Buffalo in St. Joseph’s Cathedral ordained him a priest of the 
Archdiocese of New York on Feb. 21, 1959.

His first assignment in the archdiocese began that June when 
he was named a parochial vicar at St. Mary Star of the Sea parish 
on City Island in the Bronx. He served for a year and a half be-
fore his assignment to the archdiocesan Propagation office, and 
18 months after that he was named a monsignor. In 1961, just 
two years after he was ordained a priest, he was appointed assis-
tant director of the archdiocesan office of the Propagation Society 
and in 1964 was named archdiocesan director and served until 
1970. The international focus continued in his next assignment 
as director of the archdiocesan Office of World Justice and Peace, 
an assignment that began in 1968 while he was still heading the 
Propagation office, and lasted until 1976. 

In 1970 he was named a vice chancellor of the archdiocese and 
chairman of the Archdiocesan Building Commission until return-
ing to the Propagation Society as national director in 1980. He 
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remained in the post after his Jan. 6, 1987, ordination as a bishop 
by Pope John Paul II in Rome.

During his tenure, he saw the Church grow beyond imagining 
in the developing world, especially Africa. In 1991, for example, 
Bishop McCormack ordained 13 young men to the priesthood in 
Abuja, Nigeria. 

Bishop McCormack stepped down in February 2001 as direc-
tor of the National Office of the Society for the Propagation of the 
Faith and its sister agencies, the Society of St. Peter the Apostle 
and the Pontifical Missionary Union after 21 years in the post.

In 1970, Cardinal Cooke named him vice chancellor of the 
archdiocese and gave him the hefty responsibilities of chairman of 
the Archdiocesan Building Commission; Institutional Commodity 
Services, the archdiocesan purchasing agency; and Ecclesiastical 
Maintenance Services, which provides building management and 
janitorial services for archdiocesan offices.  Among the projects 
he helped to completion was the 20-story Terence Cardinal Cooke 
Catholic Center, which houses archdiocesan offices in Manhat-
tan, Cathedral High School and St. John the Evangelist Church.  
In 1971, he was named secretary to the archdiocesan Board of 
Consultors and in 1975 he served briefly as administrator of Holy 
Family parish in Manhattan.

Cardinal Dolan celebrated the Funeral Mass at St. Patrick’s Ca-
thedral. Burial was in Gate of Heaven Cemetery, Hawthorne.

The Society extends its deep sympathy to his family and to his 
fellow priests on his passing.

   Brian Rathjen
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee
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PATRICK J. McDONOUGH
Patrick J. McDonough, an Active Member of the Society since 

2001, died on November 10, 2013. He was 70 years of age.
Patrick was born on October 25, 1943, to C. Edward and Helen 

Park McDonough, and grew up in Parkersburg, West Virginia. His 
father was involved in the famous West Virginia Democratic Pri-
mary in 1960 that was most significant to advancing the electoral 
chances of Senator John F. Kennedy. Patrick attended the Park-
ersburg Catholic Schools, and the Pontifical College Josephinum, 
Catholic University and American University.

Patrick originally taught at St. Anthony’s High School in Wash-
ington DC.  He later joined the administrative staff of the Office of 
the Clerk of the United States House of Representatives where he 
became the Chief of the Publications and Distribution Office that 
printed copies of bills, public laws, committee reports and House 
documents.  During the 1990s he served, until his retirement, in 
the Office of the Secretary of the US Department of Agriculture. 

He lived in Chevy Chase, Maryland. Patrick was a longtime 
member of Blessed Sacrament Parish in Washington, at the edge 
of Chevy Chase. But every year faithfully attended the Anniversa-
ry Dinner of the Society in New York, along with his good friends 
Dennis P. Casey and J. James Bambury. A funeral Mass was of-
fered at St. Margaret Mary Church in Parkersburg, WV.

The Society extends its deep sympathy to his many friends and 
colleagues.

Robert J. Reilly
Brian Rathgen

Committee
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WILLIAM J. MURPHY
William J. Murphy, a Life Member of the Society having joined 

in 1975, died on April 27, 2013 at his home in Briarcliff Manor, 
NY. He was 77 years of age.

Bill was the son of Patrick Murphy and Mary Kenny Murphy, 
born in Bronx County, on June 3, 1935. His parents had roots in 
County Kerry and County Mayo. He had a brother Patrick and sis-
ter Mariellen (Berkheimer).  Bill attended St. Margaret Mary Ele-
mentary School, Cardinal Hayes High School, and Iona College.

Bill was married to Dell Egan Murphy, and they had four chil-
dren: Doreen, Suzanne, Lyn and Kathleen. They made their home 
in Briarcliff Manor and East Hampton NY.

Bill had a very satisfying and rewarding career for 40 years 
as an agent with Allstate Insurance Co., maintaining an office in 
Rockefeller Center for several decades. He received numerous 
professional achievement awards.

Bill had numerous interests and enjoyed philanthropy, photog-
raphy, family parties and time at the beach.  He was active on his 
parish council. He was also involved with the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians.  He was a Fire Commissioner at his local firehouse.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated for him at St. The-
resa’s church in Briarcliff Manor and Interment was at Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery.

The Society extends its deepest sympathy to his loving wife, 
Dell, and his daughters and their husbands, Doreen and Edward 
Kelleher, Suzanne and Scott Holes, Lynn and Edmund Miramon-
te, and Kathleen and Mitchell Spichiger, his brother and sister, and 
his 11 grandchildren.

   Robert J. Reilly
   Brian Rathjen
    Committee
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JAMES F. O’DONNELL
James Francis O’Donnell, an Active Member of the Society 

since 1983, died on February 3, 2013 at Greenwich Hospital. He 
was 85 years of age.

Born to Edmond and Catherine O’Donnell, both of whom 
had emigrated from Ireland, at St. Mary’s Hospital, Brooklyn, on 
November 17, 1927, Jim attended All Hallows H.S., the Bronx, 
where he was a talented Irish Step Dancer and a champion debater. 
He attended Fordham University, where he received a bachelor’s 
degree in from Fordham college at Rose Hill in 1949 master’s 
degree from the Graduate School of Arts & Science in medieval 
history in 1952.

Jim served in the National Guard Cavalry, the NY State Air 
National Guard, and the Army Counter Intelligence Corps where 
he earned several medals. While serving in Japan with the CIC, 
he met his beloved wife, Elaine Bruck, and they married in 1955 
in Ohio.

After military service, he worked as copy boy and cub corre-
spondent for the New York Daily News at the United Nations. He 
then served as a campaign aide and then as a private confidential 
aide to Queens County District Attorney Frank D. O’Connor. He 
also assisted in his campaigns for President of the New York City 
Council, and was Frank’s press secretary in his campaign against 
Nelson Rockefeller for Governor.

 He also served as special assistant to City Council President 
O’Connor and a special assistant to the future Mayor of New York 
City, Comptroller Abraham Beame. 

In 1965, he marched with Martin Luther King Jr. from Selma 
to Montgomery, Ala.  Jim was Executive Director for NY State for 
Hubert Humphrey’s Presidential Campaign in 1968.

Jim was a public relations executive with the Long Island Light-
ing Company from 1970 to 1977, where he won several awards 
for his professional writing. He then became an advertising and 
public relations manager for Mutual of America Insurance Co., 
where he was also a sales consultant until his retirement in 1994.

An active parishioner of Mary’s Nativity Church, he served as 
a trustee and president of the Parish Council. In 1999, the parish’s 
Holy Name Society awarded him a Lifetime Achievement Award.
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He was a director and also a vice president of the Queens Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce, a member of the Knights of Malta, 
the American Irish Historical Society of New York, the St. John’s 
University Council, and the President’s Clubs of St. John’s Uni-
versity and Fordham University.  He loved the Friendly Sons and 
attended every Stated Meeting and Anniversary Dinner surround-
ed by his many friends for a quarter century.

Jim was an accomplished writer and speaker, publishing in the 
New York Times, Brooklyn Tablet and other journals. In retire-
ment, he authored a book about his political experiences, titled 
Against the tides and The Times (On Occasion).

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at Mary’s Nativity 
Church, Flushing. Burial was at Mount St. Mary’s Cemetery, in 
Flushing.

The Society extends its deepest sympathy to his wife of 57 
years, Elaine Bruck O’Donnell, and their four beloved children, 
Mary Mongelli of Belle Harbor, Amy O’Donnell of Wilton, Conn., 
Anne Galinsky of Madison, Conn., and James E. O’Donnell of 
Northport, L.I., and to his 10 cherished grandchildren.

Robert J. Reilly
John C. Walton

Committee
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MYLES J. AMBROSE
Myles Joseph Ambrose, a Life Member of the Society having 

joined in 1968, died on June 3, 2014, in Leesburg, VA at the age 
of 87.  Myles was born in the Bronx on July 21, 1926, the son of 
Arthur Ambrose and Ann Campbell Ambrose. His father was a 
Wall Street stockbroker and his mother, before marriage, was a 
professional singer. 

Myles graduated from the New Hampton School in New 
Hampshire, and Manhattan College in 1948, where he majored 
in business administration. He earned a law degree in 1952, from 
New York Law School. He married Elaine Miller Ambrose.  She 
predeceased him in 1975.

He was an Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Southern District 
of New York from 1954 to 1957, when he was named chief coor-
dinator of law enforcement for the Treasury Department. Myles 
had also been an Executive Director of the Waterfront Commis-
sion of New York Harbor and head of the United States Customs 
Bureau when he was appointed by President Richard M. Nixon, 
in 1972, to lead the White House Office of Drug-Abuse Law En-
forcement, the precursor to the Drug Enforcement Administration 
(DEA). His task as an Assistant Attorney General was to serve 
as the President’s drug advisor, and to form a pilot program from 
competing government departments and agencies: Justice, Trea-
sury, State Department, Coast Guard, C.I.A. and F.B.I. which be-
came the DEA.

In 1973 he returned to the private practice of law in Washing-
ton DC. Among his many charitable activities he served as the 
chairman of the board of Daytop Village, a drug addiction treat-
ment organization in New York City. He resided in Landowne, VA 
and later Leesburg, VA. His funeral Mass took place at St. Theresa 
Church in Ashburn VA.

Myles loved the Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick and 
was faithful in his attendance at the Anniversary Dinners. He had 
many friendships lasting over many years.
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The Society extends its deep sympathy to his children Myles, 
Kathleen, Kevin, Elise, Nora and Christopher, his stepchildren, 
Michael, Susan, Tom Genovese and Nancy Iannone, and seven-
teen grandchildren. 

   Brian Rathjen
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee

DONAL P.  DUFF         
Donal P. Duff, a Life Member who joined the Society in 1988, 

passed away peacefully surrounded by his family on Friday, Janu-
ary 17, 2014, at the age of 88.

Donal was born in 1925, the son of Patrick and Elizabeth Duff 
and raised in the Highbridge section of the Bronx.  He was the 
middle child between his sister Maureen and sister Sheila.  Both 
of his parents were born in Ireland. His dad worked for the A&P 
Supermarkets.   Donal lived with his wife of 61 years, Jane Rita 
Murphy Duff, in Waldwick, NJ, since 1961. She pre-deceased him 
by 2 months.  He worked for the New York State Court System for 
38 years having risen to the title of Chief Clerk of the New York 
State Supreme Court. Before that, he was a ten-year veteran of the 
New York City Police Department. 

Among his honors during his distinguished professional career, 
he received the Bernard Botein Medal from the New York City 
Bar Association and the Raymond Keane Memorial Award

He was a graduate of Sacred Heart Elementary School, the De 
La Salle Institute located at 106 West 59th Street, Union College 
and New York Law School. He served proudly in the United States 
Navy during World War II aboard the USS Graylag. 

Donal was a devoted parishioner of St. Luke's Church of Ho 
Ho Kus. He gave completely of himself to the care and wellbeing 
of his family working two jobs for nearly twenty years. His chari-
table spirit knew no bounds. He was an avid reader, a great sports 
fan, a sparkling wit, and a spell-binding storyteller. 

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at St. Luke's R.C. 
Church, Ho Ho Kus, NJ followed by interment in the church cem-
etery. 
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The Society extends its deep sympathy to his sons and daugh-
ters, Patrick Duff and his wife Mary, Mary Duff Koury and her 
husband Joe, Donal Duff and his wife Barbara, Maureen Duff 
Longway and her husband Chad, and Eileen Duff Blalock and her 
husband Jamie.

   Myles F. Dolan
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee

ARTHUR J. DUNNE, JR.
Arthur J. "Artie" Dunne, Jr., of Middletown, NJ and Palm 

Beach Gardens, FL, an Active Member of the Society since 1994, 
passed away unexpectedly on Monday, Feb. 17, 2014, at the age 
of 63. 

Arthur was born in Bayside, Queens to Arthur and Peg (nee 
Shea) Dunne. He graduated from Saint Francis High School 
in Buffalo, NY and went on to attend Saint Francis College in 
Brooklyn, NY. 

Artie was an accomplished swimmer and water polo player 
who starred on high school, college and the New York Athletic 
Club teams. 

After graduating from St. Francis College, Artie entered the 
insurance industry where eventually he formed his own compa-
ny, The Risk Management Planning Group (RMPG), a third party 
administrator and claims service organization specializing in the 
management of workers’ compensation, liability and disability 
benefits insurance programs. The company was defined by Artie's 
personality and his sense of integrity. He was an active member of 
numerous organizations including the Knights of the Holy Sepul-
chre and Sunrise Day Camp. He will be remembered as always 
willing to help anyone in need.

A Mass of Christian Burial was offered for him at the 
Church of St. Monica, 413 East 79th Street in Manhattan. 
The Society extends its deep sympathy to his devoted wife of 40 
years, Sheila (nee McPartlin); his sister, Toni and her husband Ray 
Pendergrass; his three loving sons, Liam and his wife Stacey of 



401

Cedar Grove, NJ, Peter and his wife Christina of Moorestown, NJ, 
and Sean of San Francisco, CA. and to his grandchildren, Jack, 
Sean, Maggie and Ellie.

Brian Rathjen
Robert J. Reilly

Committee

JAMES B. FERGUSON
James “Barney” Ferguson, retired NYPD homicide detective 

and Active Member of the Society of the Friendly Sons of St. 
Patrick, died Saturday, May 31, 2014 at Calvary Hospice in the 
Bronx. He was 77 and had been battling cancer and other ailments 
for years. He lived in Pelham for 40 years before moving to New 
Rochelle in 2013. 

Barney was the fourth of five children born to Mae McGlynn 
and William Ferguson, both of whom hailed from County Leitrim, 
Ireland. His father was a Department of Public Works foreman 
and built many of the city streets that Barney would later patrol 
and help keep safe. Barney was educated at P.S. 65, St. Luke’s 
Elementary School, Samuel Gompers High School, City College 
and Iona College. 

Barney joined the NYPD in 1957 and was very active in vari-
ous organizations, serving as president for the Retired Detectives 
Association, the NYPD Emerald Society, County Leitrim Society 
and the Grand Council of Emerald Societies. He was also a trustee 
of the Detectives Endowment Association and was vice president 
of the Police Anchor Club-Knights of Columbus. 

After 22 years of dedicated service, Barney retired from the 
force in 1979. He received dozens of awards from many po-
lice, Irish and civic organizations, including the NYPD Anchor 
Club’s Man of the Year, the Bronx Conservative Parties Lifetime 
Achievement Award and the Westchester Police Emerald’s Irish-
man of the Year. 

In one of the greatest honors of his life, and a magnificent hon-
or for our Society, Barney was elected to serve as Grand Marshal 
for the New York City St. Patrick’s Day Parade in 1978. In the 
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entire 250-year history of the parade, he remains the only active 
member of the NYPD to serve as grand marshal. 

Despite four battles with cancer and losing 80 percent of his 
eyesight, Barney stayed active in many organizations into his last 
years and months. A funeral Mass was held at Our Lady of Per-
petual Help in Pelham, with burial immediately following at St. 
Raymond’s Cemetery in the Bronx

The Society extends its deepest sympathy to his wife of 53 
years, the former Jean Archambault, and to their children: Anne, 
James “Barney” Jr., Karen, Andrew and Erin, and five grandchil-
dren: Joshua, Elena, Monika, Noah and Sebastian.

   Brian Rathjen
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee
       

RONALD F. HARDIMAN
Ronald F. Hardiman, of Spring Lake Heights, and formerly of 

River Edge, NJ, and a Life Member of our Society having joined 
in 1979, died on Friday, August 22, 2014, at 79 years of age. 

After graduating from Ferris High School in Jersey City, Ron 
served in the US Army during the Korean War. Furthering his ed-
ucation at the N.Y. School of Finance, Ron pursued a career at the 
New York Stock Exchange, where he was a floor broker for over 
forty years.

In 1976, he ran successfully for a council seat in River Edge, 
serving the town in that capacity for fifteen years. Serving as a 
Little League coach and part of the Riverdell Football Parents 
group, Ron not only cheered on the teams, but also frequently 
bantered with the kids using his legendary good humor, providing 
words of wisdom in the process. Whether at the Exchange, the 
town council, or with family, friends and neighbors, Ron's ready 
wit and kindly smile broke the ice and left everyone feeling better. 
Because of his unique ability to make others feel cared about and 
appreciated, Ron was a favorite of young and old alike. He could 
get opposing factions to cooperate and at council meetings would 
quickly see through all the details and be able to verbalize what 
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the real issue actually was. He was not afraid to do the right thing 
even if it was not the popular choice. 

Ron was a Life Member of our Society and attended our An-
niversary Dinners in March with great enthusiasm, which he 
shared with friends. For fifteen years, Ron contributed his talents 
to the Sacred Heart Enrichment Program in Jersey City, through 
which many inner-city children participated in educational trips 
to shows, museums and concerts in New York City and northern 
New Jersey. When asked to assume the leadership role of The Riv-
er Edge 9/11 Memorial Gardens project to create a site for com-
memorating the lives of the five River Edge residents who lost 
their lives on 9/11, Ron said yes, leading the project to a moving 
dedication ceremony of the Gardens on September 11, 2005. He 
truly felt that this was his greatest accomplishment.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated for Ron at St. Cath-
arine’s Church in Spring Lake, NJ.

The Society extends its deep sympathy to his wife of 44 years, 
Margaret "Peggy" (nee McLoughlin) Hardiman, of Spring Lake 
Heights, and to his son Shane, of Burlington, VT, and to his neph-
ews, Brian Colligan and Patrick Colligan.

   Brian Rathjen
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee

J. KENNETH HICKMAN
J. Kenneth Hickman, a devoted Life Member of the Society 

since 1982, died on December 10, 2014, at the age of 86.  Ken 
served superbly as a member and as Chairman for several years of 
the Committee on Accounts of the Society.

Ken was born in Brooklyn NY, and raised in Queens NY. He 
attended Regis High School and graduated in 1946. By working 
at Charles Sommer & Bros. as a jewelry salesman, Ken was able 
to attend Fordham University College of Business, which at the 
time was located at 302 Broadway, Manhattan, and graduated in 
1951 cum laude with a BS in accounting.  Because his Army unit 
was activated just prior to his graduation his mother accepted his 
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diploma at the ceremony. Ken served in the Army for two years 
and achieved the rank of first lieutenant.

Ken was a partner in the international accounting firm of Ar-
thur Andersen & Co. where he worked for 37 years. During his 
time there he opened and managed the Newark NJ office before 
becoming director of their international business practice located 
in New York.  Ken was active in the American Institute of C.P.A.s, 
and also with the NY and NJ Society of C.P.A.s where he was a 
chapter president.

Ken was devoted to the Jesuits and became the Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees of Regis High School in 1982. He joined the 
Board of Trustees of Fordham University in 1983 and served as a 
Trustee, or Trustee Emeritus, for 30 years. Fordham was among 
the great joys of his life.  He had previously served as the Nation-
al Chairman of the Fordham University Alumni Federation. He 
also served on a number of deans’ and presidential advisory com-
mittees at the Rutgers Graduate School of Business and at Seton 
Hall University. He was also a trustee, director or officer of the 
National Foreign Policy Council for International Understanding, 
the Ireland-U.S. Council, and the US-USSR Trade and Economic 
Council.  He was a founder and first chairman of the US Industry 
Coordination Group on EU Matters and member of the Business 
Council for the UN, the Carnegie Council, and the National Com-
mittee on Foreign Policy, the American Council on Germany, the 
National Committee for US-China Relations, and the Economics 
Club of New York.

Aside from his commitment and love of Fordham University, 
Ken was also a great supporter and Board Member of the Amer-
ican Irish Historical Society. He was a part owner of Dromoland 
Castle, in Newmarket on Fergus in County Clare.

Ken gave freely of his time and counsel to friends, charities 
and organizations. He had high standards and strong convictions, 
yet was humble and accessible. Quick-witted, he was a wonderful 
story-teller. Ken was married to his beloved Irene Davis for 58 
years. They lived in Leonia for some early years and then settled 
in Summit NJ. His Mass of Christian Burial, celebrated by the 
President of Fordham University, was held at St. Teresa of Avila 
Church in Summit.
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The Society extends its deepest sympathy to his family, his 
lovely wife Irene having also died prior to the publication of this 
Memorial, to his daughters Trish, Carolyn, and Beth and their hus-
bands and children in all of whom he took great joy and delight.

   John V. Connorton, Jr.
   Sean R. Driscoll
   John D. Feerick
   Robert J. Reilly
   Joseph C. Sweeney
   John C. Walton
    Committee

PATRICK N. MOLONEY
Patrick Noel Moloney, an Active Member of our Society since 

1989, died on May 14, 2014, at the age of 74.
Patrick was born in Limerick City, Ireland on January 2, 1940, 

the son of Patrick and Margaret Moloney.  His brother, William, 
and his sister, Moira, predeceased him in Ireland.  

Patrick received his undergraduate degree from Fordham Uni-
versity School of Education in 1968, and he received his Masters 
in Business Administration from Fordham University in 1973.  
Patrick was married to his beloved Elizabeth for 50 years, and 
they have five children: Maureen, Margaret, Patricia, Kevin and 
Denise. They made their home in Sag Harbor, NY.

Patrick spent 25 years working in the Fiduciary Division at 
Chemical Bank.  In 1983, he founded Independent Investors, Inc., 
a professional investment advisory service, where he served as 
President.

Patrick was an enthusiastic sportsman and loved hurling, row-
ing, Irish football and all forms of Gaelic games.  He especially 
loved golf, and although he termed himself a ”hacker”, he scored 
a hole-in-one at the Hampton Hills Golf Club in 2013.  He was a 
member of the New York Athletic Club, the Shamrock Golf Club, 
the Smithtown Landing Men’s Golf Association and the Bally-
bunion Golf Club in County Kerry.

He and his wife, Elizabeth, founded the Moloney Family Foun-
dation in 2013 to further their philanthropic ideals.  There were 
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especially appreciative of the work of the Franciscan Friars of the 
Atonement, and those involved in cancer research.

A Mass of Christian Burial took place at St. Andrews Church 
in Sag Harbor.

The Society extends its deep sympathy to his wife, Elizabeth, 
his children, and to his eight grandchildren.

   Brian Rathjen
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee

REV. MARK A. O’CONNELL
Reverend Mark A. O'Connell, a Life Member of the Society 

having joined in 1979, and retired parochial vicar of Saint Peter's 
Roman Catholic Church in Belleville, N.J., entered into eternal 
life on Aug. 22, 2014, surrounded by members of his loving fam-
ily.

The fourth of 12 children of Claire and Joseph D. O'Con-
nell, Mark was a proud son of Jersey City. He attend-
ed St. Nicholas School and St. Michael's High School.  
A member of the Class of 1965 of Seton Hall University, he re-
ceived a degree in classical languages. Following graduation, he 
joined the Dun & Bradstreet Company, where he enjoyed a very 
successful business career.

 While working at Dun & Bradstreet, he earned a law degree 
from New York Law School in 1973. He was admitted to the New 
Jersey Bar and served as law secretary to Judge Edward F. Hamill 
of the New Jersey Superior Court.

 He answered the call to the Roman Catholic priesthood and 
graduated from the Immaculate Conception Seminary with a mas-
ter of arts in theology in 1979. He was ordained to the sacred 
priesthood in service to the Archdiocese of Newark by Archbish-
op Peter L. Gerety on May 26, 1979.

 Father Mark began his priestly service as a parochial vicar 
at Saint Peter the Apostle Parish in River Edge, N.J., where he 
was very active in youth ministry, spiritual retreats, and vocation 
efforts.  In 1990, he was appointed to Saint Peter's Parish in Bel-
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leville, where he continued his service to the Catholic commu-
nity with great energy and enthusiasm. He also became fluent in 
Spanish so that he could minister more effectively to the large 
numbers of Hispanic parishioners. At the same time Father Mark 
served with distinction in preparing adults for full initiation into 
the Catholic Church.

 His ministry was marked by a deep devotion to the tenets of 
the Roman Catholic faith, as well as great respect and charming 
grace in his dealings with people. He served all but most especial-
ly the poor, the sick and the abandoned, with exceptional dignity 
and a gentle spirit. 

Father Mark was also extremely proud of his Irish-American 
roots, serving as chaplain for the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick of 
Hudson County and he was also was a loyal member of the An-
cient Order of Hibernians, Division 3 New York County. He thor-
oughly enjoyed attending our Stated Meetings in New York.

A Mass of Christian Burial was offered for him at St. Peter’s 
Roman Catholic Church in Bellville and interment was in the St. 
peter’s Cemetery.

Mark was predeceased by his parents; and by his brothers, 
Daniel and Joseph Barry, as well as by his sisters, Ellen and 
Joanne. The Society extends its deep sympathy to his siblings: 
Claire Roarty (Hugh), Eugene, Mary Beth Caulfield (Jack), Dr. 
Denis, Jane O'Brien (Jay), Margaret Nielsen (Jeff) and Kathleen 
Mahoney (Jim), as well as his sister-in-law, Mary Denise Walsh O' 
Connell, and his brother-in-law, Jim Kennedy and his wife, Sue, 
and to his many loving nieces and nephews.

Brian Rathjen
Robert J. Reilly

Committee
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CHARLES P. O’REGAN
Charles P. O’Regan, a Life Member of the Society having 

first joined in 1973, died September 28, 2014. He was born in the 
Bronx, NY to the late Charles (whose parents were born in Cork, 
Ireland) and Mary McCaffrey O'Regan. His mother was born in 
County Monaghan.

Charles was a graduate of St. Luke's School, Cardinal Hayes 
High School and Manhattan College--all in the Bronx.  Charles 
also earned an MBA at the Hagen School of Business at Iona Col-
lege. He worked for 40 years for the Kearfott Corporation, a de-
fense contractor specializing in the development of guidance & 
navigation systems for military applications: first as an engineer 
and later in business development nationally and internationally. 
The holder of 4 patents, Charles was the first to solve an intrac-
table issue of out-of-control satellite antennas. His stabilization 
invention was a key element in the later development of the Stra-
tegic Defense Initiative envisioned by his distant relative--Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan. 

Charles was parishioner of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, where 
he was a lector at Sunday Masses. His funeral mass was held at 
his parish and burial was at St. Raymond’s Cemetery in the Bronx.  
A devotee of all-things-Irish, Charles often listened to Irish music 
particularly John McCormack.

Wife, Maureen, predeceased Charles. They made their home in 
Pelham Manor, NY.

The Society extends its deep sympathy to his daughter Jeanne 
Marie; his sister Sr. Sheila Marie, O.P.; his brother Timothy and 
wife Claire; his brother-in-law Fr. James McAuley, M.M.; sister-
in-law Irene and nephews Timothy, Thomas and Christopher and 
niece Catherine.

   Brian Rathjen
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee
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JOSEPH P. QUINLAN
Joseph Patrick Quinlan, an Active Member of the Society since 

1996, died on January 24, 2014. Joseph was born in Brooklyn to 
John and Mary Ryan Quinlan. His grandparents were from the 
McGrath, Ryan, Delaney and Quinlan families with roots in Lim-
erick.

Joseph was a retired principal in the New York City School 
system at PS 127K and made his home for many decades with 
his beloved wife, the former Maureen Tiedemann, in Bay Ridge, 
Brooklyn.

Joe had at one time been the President of the St. Patrick’s Soci-
ety of Brooklyn, a highly respected association that was founded 
in 1950.  He was also a former President of the Men’s Club of Bay 
Ridge. He was a member of the Irish Teachers Association and the 
Catholic Teachers Association. 

His daughter, Erin Patricia Quinlan, predeceased him.
A Mass of Christian Burial took place at Our Lady of Angels 

in Bay Ridge.
The Society extends its deep sympathy to his wife, Maureen, 

and to his daughters, Eileen and Elizabeth Quinlan McMurray, 
and to his grandchildren, Ryan, John and Maeve.

Brian Rathjen
John G. Ingram
Robert J. Reilly
Raymond C. Teatum

Committee
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E. VIRGIL CONWAY
Edmund Virgil Conway, an Active Member of the Society who 

joined in 2000 was born to E. Virgil Conway, Jr. and Dorothea 
Brandes Conway on August 2, 1929 in Southampton NY and 
grew up in Montauk, NY, in the Upper Shepherd’s Neck area.  His 
grandfather, John Conway, was born in Ireland.

Virgil lived an outdoor life as a boy, fishing duck-hunting and 
swimming. He was one of the town’s first Eagle Scouts. His father 
was a founding member of the Montauk Community Church and 
he attended and supported it throughout his life.

He graduated from East Hampton High School in 1947 where 
he was the Valedictorian. He graduated magna cum laude and Phi 
Beta Kappa from Colgate University in 1951. He graduated cum 
laude from Yale Law School in 1956, and was awarded an hon-
orary degrees from Pace University in 1990 and from the State 
University of New York at Stony Brook in 1998. Virgil served as a 
Captain in the United States Air Force during the Korean War, and 
afterwards in the US Air Force Reserve.

In 1969, he married Elaine Wingate and they made their home 
in Bronxville NY, where he served as an Elder in the Reformed 
Church of Bronxville and was involved with the Boy Scouts.

In the course of his career in both the public and private sec-
tors, he was chairman and chief executive officer of the Seaman’s 
Bank for Savings for 20 years, starting in 1968. He was a board 
member of a number of corporations, among them Union Pacific, 
Consolidated Edison and the Atlantic Mutual Insurance Compa-
ny. He was deputy superintendent of the New York State Banking 
Department, and chairman of the New York City Housing Partner-
ship, and on the Board of the New York State Thruway Authority. 
He was the Chairman of the Audit Committee of the City of New 
York. He served as Chairman of the Metropolitan Transit Authori-
ty where he was a significant leader in the planning and construc-
tion of the Grand Central Station access from the LIRR, and the 
Second Avenue subway.

He loved the Friendly Sons and especially the Anniversary 
Diners, where he was usually seated with his great friend, Jim 
Gill, and as a history buff, reveled in its over two century’s of 
history in the City of New York.
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The Society extends its deep sympathy to his family, Allison 
Conway Worthington, Sarah Lindner Conway, William Wingate 
Gay and John Lawrence Gay.

   Brian Rathjen
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee

EDWARD CARDINAL EGAN
His Eminence Reverend Cardinal Edward Egan, the retired 

Archbishop of New York, and an Honorary Member of the So-
ciety of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the City of New York 
since 2002, died on March 5, 2015. He was 77 years of age.

Edward Michael Egan was born April 2, 1932 in Oak Park, IL 
to Thomas J. and Genevieve Costello Egan.  His parents’ families 
were from County Mayo and County Clare, Ireland.  In 1943, both 
he and his older brother contracted polio and both missed two 
years of schooling. Edward graduated from Archbishop Quigley 
Preparatory School in 1951, and graduated from St. Mary of the 
Lake Seminary. He continued his education at the Pontifical North 
American College in Rome where he was ordained in 1957, and 
received his doctorate in Canon Law from the Gregorian Univer-
sity in Rome.

He was named an Auxiliary Bishop and Vicar for Education 
of New York in 1985, and became the Bishop of Bridgeport CT 
in 1988. Upon the death of Cardinal John O’Connor, he was ap-
pointed the 9th Archbishop of New York, and a year later its 7th 
Cardinal.

Cardinal Egan was the shepherd of New York at the time of 
the September 11, 2001 attacks on the World Trade Center and he 
spent countless hours comforting families and New Yorkers griev-
ing the great loss of life, and serving the needs of the 413 parishes 
of the Archdiocese. In addition, he was a magnificent administra-
tor of a very large, complex and financially struggling Archdio-
cese, and he helped return the operation to a sound fiscal basis.

He loved the Society of the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick and 
reveled in offering the Invocation at the Anniversary Dinner each 
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year, and enjoying the company of hundreds of friends and ad-
mirers. 

The Society extends its deepest sympathy to his family and 
to his brother priests on his death. A Mass of Resurrection was 
offered at Saint Patrick’s Cathedral.

Edward J. Burke
Victor D. Ziminsky
Timothy G. Reynolds
John H. FitzSimons
Robert J. Reilly
Alfred E. Smith IV
Brian M. Murphy
Thomas M. O’Brien
Mark B. Codd
John C. Walton
Matthew T. McLaughlin

Committee

THOMAS B. GALLIGAN
Thomas Bernard Galligan, a Life Member of the Society hav-

ing joined in 1978, died on July 30, 2015, at the age of 90.  Thom-
as was born in Manhattan, and llived at times there and also lived 
for a period in the Bronx.  He had two sisters, Mary Galligan and 
Sr. Rose Marie Galligan, SC. 

Tom graduated from the College of the Holy Cross in 1944 
where he had been part of the US Naval Reserve.  He served in the 
Second World War as a Lieutenant in the Navy and was involved 
in the invasions of Okinawa and the Philippines where he com-
manded an amphibious craft that ferried soldiers ashore under fire 
and kamikaze attack.

Returning to the States he entered St. John’s University School 
of Law, then located on Joralemon Street in Brooklyn, and he 
received his degree in 1950. He practiced law in New York and 
eventually served as a law clerk for two Justices of the Supreme 
Court of New York. Tom was elected in 1959 as a Judge of the 
Municipal Court of New York City. In 1974, he was appointed to 
the New York City Criminal Court by Mayor Abraham D. Beame, 
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and in 1977 designated as an Acting Justice of the New York State 
Supreme Court for New York County where he served 17 years, 
retiring in 1994.

Judge Galligan was a past member of the Advisory Board 
of Marist College.  He was a member of the Board of Trustees 
of Daytop Village Rehabilitation Facility, and of the New York 
Foundling Hospital.  He also served as a member of the New York 
State Appellate Division Screening Panel for Capital Defenders 
Oversight Committee of the Indigent Defense Organization for 
the First Department, and for the Appellate Division’s Disci-
plinary Committee for attorney’s. He was very highly regarded 
by his colleagues on the bench and respected by the attorneys who 
appeared before him for his knowledge, decorum and sense of 
fairness.

He was a very loyal member of the Friendly Sons attending 
every Stated Meeting and Anniversary Dinner.  He was also a 
member of the American Irish Historical Society and at one point 
served as the financial secretary for the St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
Committee. He was a faithful and devoted member of his parish.

A Mass of Christian Burial was offered for him at St. Margaret 
of Cortona Church in Riverdale and burial was at Calvary Ceme-
tery in Queens.

The Society extends its deep sympathy to his remaining rela-
tives and many friends.

   Sean R. Driscoll
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee

JOHN E. KIELY
John Edward Kiely, a Life Member of the Society since 1966, 

died on August 25, 2105. He was 95 years of age. 
John was born on December 11, 1910 to Joseph and Elizabeth 

McByrne Kiely in Jersey City, NJ.  His father, Joseph, was born in 
Clonbanin, County Cork. 

Jack graduated from Fordham College at Rose Hill in 1940 and 
served as a naval officer in the North Atlantic in the Second World 
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War.  After the war, and on behalf of his mother, he managed a bar 
and grill, located on 42nd Street in Manhattan that had been estab-
lished by his father. When its building was razed in the mid 1950s, 
Jack began his career as a liquor salesman for Peerless Importers.  
He also worked, starting in this period, for the New York Times as 
a mailer, which he continued into the 1970s.

His first wife, Marion, predeceased Jack, in 1984. They had 
been married for 39 years and together had five children-Joseph, 
Brian, Maureen, Patricia and Eileen. In 1986, Jack married Cath-
erine Kelly, who along with her late husband, Nick, had been close 
friends with Marion and Jack. Kay and Nick’s children-Eileen, 
Kathy, Joann, Nick Paul, Patty and Maureen—became Jack’s 
stepchildren, and the family expanded from there with a total of 
36 grandchildren and great grandchildren at the time of his death. 
Jack’s life was entwined with both halves of his family and he 
enjoyed every minute of it. They made their home in Island Park, 
NY.

Jack was involved in many community and volunteer activ-
ities. He enjoyed golf. He also enjoyed singing and sang with 
the church choir and choral group. He had a tenor voice. He also 
volunteered at Mercy Hospital. A Mass of Christian Burial was 
offered at Sacred Heart Church in Island Park and burial was at 
Calvary Cemetery.

The Society extends its deep sympathy to his large and loving 
family.

   Brian Rathjen
   Robert J. Reilly
    Committee

GERALD H. McGINLEY
Gerald Hayes McGinley, a Life Member of the Friendly Sons 

having joined in 1964, died on February 23, 2015.  He was 85 
years of age.

Gerry was born on October 14, 1929. He earned his Bachelor 
of Science in economics degree from the Wharton School of the 
University of Pennsylvania in 1952.  He joined his older broth-
er, Edward, at Penn and his younger brother, Richard, would join 
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them there. While at Penn he belonged to Phi Gamma Delta frater-
nity, and the Newman Club, and the Sphinx Senior Society.

Hailed by the legendary Penn football coach, George Munger, 
as  “the greatest linebacker in the country,” Gerry won the presti-
gious Class of 1915 Award for the ideal Penn athlete, and earned 
All-American honors in his senior season. He was drafted by the 
Philadelphia Eagles in 1952, but instead chose to serve his coun-
try as a tank commander and rose to the rank of First Lieutenant 
in the United States Army during the Korean War.

After finishing his tour in the Army he returned home and mar-
ried Patricia O’Neill in 1957, and she remained the love of his 
life for their 58 years of marriage. They made their home in Short 
Hills, NJ where they raised their five children and where they 
were members of St. Rose of Lima parish.

His investment career spanned 45 years. He began work at WR 
Grace & Co. as an Assistant to the President, and later worked at 
Crown Cork & Seal Co.  Gerry went on to dedicate 3 decades of 
service to Kidder Peabody & Co., and then would devote more 
years as a Senior Vice President at UBS, the Swiss financial ser-
vices company, until his retirement at age 80. They then made 
their home in Hobe Sound FL.

Gerry was active in many community and educational ac-
tivities and served as Treasurer for the Malta Human Services 
Foundation and served as a Trustee for both the New Community 
Foundation and Camp Tecumseh in Center Harbor, NH. He served 
on the Council for The Pennsylvania Society, and on the Millburn 
Board of Education, and as a Trustee of Avon Old Farms School.

The Society extends it s sympathy to his wife, Patricia, and 
to their children, Pam, John, Helen, Gerry and Mark, and to his 
grandchildren, and to his brothers, Edward and Rick.

Joseph Cantwell
Robert J. Reilly
John C. Walton

Committee
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JAMES F. MURPHY, III
James F. Murphy, a Life Member of the Society having joined 

in 1956, died on April 22, 2015. He was 85 years of age.
James was born in Brooklyn on August 10, 1929 and raised in 

Rockville Centre, NY. Jim graduated from the United States Mil-
itary Academy at West Point in 1955. 

After three years in the Army, he joined a business co-founded 
by his father, and had an over 50 year career in the dredging, ship 
repair, and real estate industries, serving as President and Chair-
man of the Board of several companies, including New York Ship-
yard Corp. in Red Hook, Brooklyn. 

On November 24, 1962, Jim married Helen Marie Fagan and 
together they raised their five children in Rockville Centre and 
then Garden City, LI. Jim was predeceased by his wife, and by his 
son, James F. Murphy IV on September 11, 2001, and is survived 
by his four daughters, Kathleen Murphy Alcock (Mark) of Garden 
City, Elizabeth Cooke (Dan) of Glen Head, NY, Helen M. Swee-
ney of Sea Cliff, NY, and Kristin Hubschman (Jon) of Rockville 
Centre, NY, his daughter in law, Jeanine Kelly Murphy, and nine 
grandchildren. 

A man of deep integrity, understated wit, and a deep sense of 
family and tradition, a Mass of Christian Burial was held at St. 
Joseph's RC Church, Garden City, followed by interment at Holy 
Rood Cemetery in Westbury.

The Society extends its deepest sympathy to the Murphy fam-
ily.

John D. Feerick
Robert J. Reilly

Committee
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Charter
AN ACT to incorporate the Society of the Friendly Sons of 

Saint Patrick, in the City of New-York. Passed February 13, 1827.
WHEREAS, the members of a society instituted for the relief 

of indigent natives of Ireland, and their descendants, have peti-
tioned the legislature for an act of incorporation, the better to en-
able them to obtain the objects of their association; Therefore

1. Be it enacted by the People of the State of New- York, rep-
resented in Senate and Assembly, That John Chambers, James 
McBride, James Magee, Alexander Charters, John Montgomery, 
John Cauldwell and Daniel McCormick, and such other persons as 
now are or hereafter shall become members of the society of the 
friendly sons of Saint Patrick, in the city of New-York, are hereby 
constituted and declared a body politic and corporate, in fact and 
in name, by the name of “The Society of the Friendly Sons of 
Saint Patrick in the City of New-York,” and by that name they and 
their successors, during the existence of the said corporation, shall 
and may have perpetual succession; and shall in law be capable of 
suing and being sued, pleading and being impleaded, answering 
and being answered unto, defending and being defended, in all 
courts and places whatsoever; and that they and their successors 
may have and use a common seal, and may change and alter the 
same from time to time at their pleasure; and also that by their 
corporate name, and in their corporate capacity, they and their suc-
cessors may purchase, take, hold, use and enjoy, sell, lease and 
convey any estate, real or personal, for the use and benefit of said 
corporation.

2. And be it further enacted, That the said corporation shall
have power to make such constitution, by-laws and regulations, 
as they shall judge proper, for the appointment of officers, for the 
admission of new members, for the government of the officers 
and members thereof, for collecting annual contributions from 
the members towards the funds thereof, for regulating the times 
and places of meeting of the said society, for suspending or ex-
pelling such members as shall neglect or refuse to comply with 
the by-laws or regulations, and for the managing and directing the 
property, affairs and concerns of said society: Provided, That such 
constitution, by-laws and regulations be not inconsistent with the 
Laws or constitution of this state, or of the United States: Provided 
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further, That the said corporation shall not engage in any banking 
business, nor dispose of any of its funds except for its corporate 
purposes, namely the relief of such members of the said Society, 
natives of Ireland, and descendants of natives of Ireland or of a 
member of said Society, as may become indigent and poor, or the 
making of grants to such charitable, educational or religious orga-
nizations as are exempt from taxation under the internal revenue 
laws of the United States to assist them in relief of the indigent 
and poor.

3. And be it further enacted, That the present officers of said 
society shall hold their respective offices until others shall be cho-
sen in their places.

4. And be it further enacted, That this Act be, and hereby is 
declared to be, a public act, and that the same shall be construed 
in all courts and places, benignly and favourably for every bene-
ficial purpose therein intended, and that no misnomer of the said 
corporation in any deed, gift, grant, device or other instrument of 
contract or conveyance shall vitiate or defeat the same: Provided, 
The corporation shall be sufficiently described to ascertain the in-
tention of the parties.

5. And be it further enacted, That the legislature may at any 
time hereafter amend, alter, modify or repeal this act.

(Laws of New York 1827, chapter 42, as amended by Certifi-
cate of Amendment filed by the Department of State, State of New 
York, on December 29, 1975.)

BY - LAWS
(As amended to December 09, 2010)

ARTICLE I
NAME AND SEAL OF THE SOCIETY

SEC.1. The name of the Society is “THE SOCIETY OF THE 
FRIENDLY SONS OF SAINT PATRICK IN THE CITY OF NEW 
YORK.”

SEC.2. The seal of this Society shall be an Irish Harp, with the 
motto: “Erin Go Bragh.”
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 ARTICLE II
MEMBERSHIP

SEC.1. There shall be five classes of membership: (1) Active, 
(2) Life, (3) Veteran, (4) Honorary, and (5) Armed Services.  The 
number of active members shall be limited to one thousand (ex-
clusive of the members referred to in Section 8 of this Article II) 
and the number of life members to four hundred.

SEC.2. Gentlemen of the age of twenty-one years and over, 
citizens or legal residents of the United States of America, being 
natives or descendants of natives of Ireland, and of good moral 
character, shall be eligible for admission to active or life mem-
bership.

SEC.3. All members, except those in the classes of Honorary 
and Armed Services, shall be entitled to vote and hold office.

ACTIVE MEMBERS

SEC.4. The initiation fee and the annual dues shall be at 
amounts established by the Officers from time to time.  The an-
nual dues shall be payable on Saint Patrick’s Day in each year for 
the year then ensuing.  The Officers may elect from time to time 
in their discretion to waive the initiation fee or permit installment 
payments. 

SEC.5. An application for active membership shall be in writ-
ing, on the form prescribed setting forth the name, age and busi-
ness, profession or occupation of the applicant, the facts show-
ing him to be a native or a descendant of a native of Ireland, his 
places of residence and of business, profession or occupation and 
such other facts as the Committee on Admissions shall prescribe 
as indicative of his eligibility for membership shall be signed by 
the applicant.  Such application shall bear the signatures of two 
members, one as proposer and the other as seconder, and shall 
be filed with the Secretary who shall refer it to the Committee on 
Admissions.  The Secretary shall send to the membership, with 
the notice of the next stated meeting, a list of all applications since 
the notice of the last stated meeting.  Unless the Board of Officers 
determines otherwise, one-half of the initiation fee shall be paid 
when the application is filed with the Secretary.  If a person is not 
elected to membership, this portion of the initiation fee shall be 
refunded.
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SEC. 6. The Committee on Admissions shall consider each 
application and may require from the applicant such additional 
written or oral statements as the Committee deems desirable.  The 
Committee, in its sole judgment, shall have the right to accept or 
decline any applicant.

The Committee, in recommending applicants for election, may 
give preference to sons and grandsons of those who are or were 
active or life members.

If the Committee acts favorably upon an application, it shall so 
report to the Society at a stated meeting at which there shall be a 
vacancy to be filled in the roster of active members and the Soci-
ety shall proceed to vote on the election of such applicant.

SEC. 7. Each new active member shall qualify by paying the 
remainder of the then current initiation fee and dues at the then 
prescribed amount promptly upon notification of his election.  
Failure to so qualify shall invalidate his election.  If such new 
member be elected at the January stated meeting, such dues shall 
be in payment of the dues for the year commencing the following 
Saint Patrick’s Day.

SEC.8. Active members serving in the Armed Services of the 
United States of America shall, during the time of war or armed 
combat or until their discharge during the time of war or armed 
combat from such service, be exempt from the payment of annual 
dues until Saint Patrick’s Day following the termination of such 
war or discharge; but the suspension of dues may be further ex-
tended by vote of the Officers.

These members shall not be included, either before or after the 
termination of the war or their discharge, in the limit for active 
members described in Section 1 of this Article II.  Loss of mem-
bership in the ranks of these members shall not be treated as va-
cancies to be filled.

SEC.9. An active member who shall be in arrears for dues for a 
period greater than one year or a member who shall be indebted to 
the Society for a sum exceeding the amount of dues for one year, 
unless the Committee on Admissions determines otherwise, shall 
forfeit his membership and his name shall be removed from the 
roster of the Society.  A member whose name has been so removed 
may be required to pay all dues and other indebtedness incurred to 
the date of such removal.
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LIFE MEMBERS

SEC. 10. Only an Active Member who has attained the age of 
fifty-five and paid annual dues for at least twenty years may be 
considered for Life Membership. An application for Life Mem-
bership shall be signed by the applicant.  If the Committee on 
Admissions acts favorably on an application for admission to Life 
Membership it shall so report to the Society at a stated meeting 
at which there shall be a vacancy, to be filled in the roster of life 
members and the Society may elect such applicant to Life Mem-
bership, conditioned upon the payment on a one-time basis of four 
hundred dollars which shall be in lieu of the payment thereafter of 
any annual dues.  There shall be no refund of any annual dues paid 
prior to the date of such election.

VETERAN MEMBERS

SEC. 11. An active member who has attained the age of sev-
enty years, and has paid dues for twenty-five years may, upon his 
application, be transferred, with the approval of the Committee on 
Admissions, to the veteran class, with all the rights and privileges 
of an active member and shall thereafter be exempt from the fur-
ther payment of dues.

HONORARY MEMBERS

SEC. 12. Honorary membership may hereafter be conferred by 
the Society if the following requirements and conditions be ful-
filled:

(a) The person proposed shall be of Irish birth or descended in
a direct line from an Irish ancestor.

(b) The person proposed shall have rendered some conspicu-
ous service to the United States of America, to the City of
New York, to Ireland or to the Irish people, or shall have
achieved distinction by laudable effort that reflects credit
and honor upon the Irish.

(c) The proposal shall be in writing, signed by at least three
members, and set forth the qualifications of the person pro-
posed.  It shall be filed with the Secretary who shall refer it
to the Committee on Admissions.

(d) The Committee on Admissions shall inquire into the merits
of the proposal and if the Committee acts favorably upon
the proposal, it shall so report in writing to the Society at
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the next stated meeting.  Notice of the proposal and of the 
Committee’s report shall be mailed to the members prior 
to the meeting at which the Committee presents its report.  
Upon the vote of three fourths of the members present and 
entitled to vote at a stated meeting, the gentleman proposed 
shall be enrolled as an honorary member and shall be ex-
empt from initiation fee and annual dues.  He shall not be 
entitled to vote or hold office.

ARMED SERVICES MEMBERS

SEC.13. Armed Services memberships shall include the pres-
ent members in that class and persons who are or have been in 
the Armed Services of the United States of America who may be 
elected as such members as hereinafter provided.

SEC.14. A person may be proposed for Armed Services mem-
bership if he fulfills the requirements set forth in Section 2 of this 
Article II and has rendered some conspicuous or outstanding ser-
vice in the Armed Services of the United States of America.  The 
proposal shall be in the same form and subject to the same action 
as set forth in Section 12 (c) and (d) of this Article II for the elec-
tion of honorary members.  An Armed Services member shall be 
exempt from the initiation fee and annual dues.  He shall not be 
entitled to vote or hold office.

ARTICLE III
OFFICERS AND THEIR ELECTION

SEC.1. The officers of the Society shall be: President, First 
Vice-President, Second Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, Al-
moner and Historian (who shall collectively constitute the Board 
of Officers).  Any two or more offices may be held by the same 
person except the offices of President and Secretary.

SEC.2. The officers shall be elected annually at the stated meet-
ing in November from the members entitled to vote.

SEC.3. The Society, at the stated meeting in May in each year, 
shall elect a Nominating Committee of not less than seven nor 
more than ten members as proposed by the President.  It is desir-
able that the Committee include the immediate Past President as 
Chair and two other recent Past Presidents among the member-
ship.
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This Committee shall nominate:
(a) members for the offices to be voted for at the stated meet-

ing in November, and 
(b) in the event of the death, resignation or removal of an of-

ficer, other than the President or First Vice-President, a 
member for the vacant office to be voted for at a meeting 
of the Society to serve for the unexpired term.

The Nominating Committee, not less than twenty nor more 
than forty days prior to the stated meeting in November or the 
meeting at which a vacancy is to be filled, shall mail to each mem-
ber the names of the candidates to be voted for at the meeting.

SEC.4. Nominations of candidates, other than nominated by 
the Nominating Committee, shall be signed by not less than thirty 
members in good standing and delivered to the Secretary in time 
for him to mail to each member the names of such candidates not 
less than five nor more than ten days before the stated meeting 
in November or before the meeting at which the vacancy is to be 
filled. For purposes of these Bylaws, sending a document by mail 
shall include posting on the Society’s web site or any other form 
of electronic delivery/access.

SEC.5. Election of officers shall be by ballot or viva voce at the 
meeting at which the election is held.  No nominee may be voted 
for at any such meeting unless proposed as provided in Sections 3 
and 4 of this Article III.

SEC.6. In the event of the death, resignation or removal of any 
officer, other than the President and First Vice-President, the Pres-
ident may, pending the election to fill the vacancy thus caused, 
designate a member to perform the duties of the vacant office.

SEC.7. In the event of the temporary absence of an officer, oth-
er that the President and First Vice-President, the President may 
designate a member to perform the duties of such officer tempo-
rarily.

SEC.8. Election of officers and of the Nominating Committee 
shall be by the vote of a majority of the members present and enti-
tled to vote at the meeting at which the election is held.
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ARTICLE IV
DUTIES OF OFFICERS

President
SEC. 1. The President shall preside at all meetings and func-

tions of the Society.  He shall be the chief executive officer of the 
Society, and he shall perform all the duties commonly incident 
to his office and such other duties as the Board of Officers shall 
assign to him or as are specifically devolved upon him by these 
Bylaws.

Vice-Presidents
SEC. 2. In the event of the death, resignation or removal of 

the President, the First Vice-President shall succeed to that office 
and the Second Vice-President shall succeed to the office of First 
Vice-President.

The duties of the President shall, in his temporary absence, de-
volve on the First Vice-President and, in the event of his inability 
to act, on the Second Vice-President.

Treasurer
SEC. 3. The Treasurer shall keep the moneys and securities 

of the Society, withdraw such securities from their place or plac-
es of deposit and purchase and sell securities, all as provided in 
Sections 3 and 4 of Article VII.  He shall pay all duly incurred 
obligations of the Society as provided in these Bylaws and make 
payments of moneys appropriated and of grants directed by the 
Committee on Charity.

All payments on account of initiation and/or membership fees 
and dues shall be made payable to the Society.

The Treasurer shall keep, at the offices of the Society, suitable 
books of account and record therein all receipts and disburse-
ments.  Such recording of receipts and disbursements shall be seg-
regated, as they may be applicable to the Capital Fund or General 
Fund referred to in Sections 1 and 2 of Article VII. The Treasurer 
shall render at each stated meeting a report of the finances of the 
Society, setting forth all receipts and disbursements applicable to 
the Capital and General Funds since the preceding stated meeting 
and the credit balance of each fund as it then appears.  The report 
rendered at the November stated meeting shall be the Annual Re-
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port of the Board of Officers and shall present such other informa-
tion as is required by law or regulation to be shown in the annual 
report of a board of directors of a not-for-profit corporation.  After 
the accounts of the Treasurer have been audited by the Committee 
on Accounts, as provided in Section 8 of Article VI, at the end of 
the fiscal year, the Treasurer shall prepare and have printed and 
distributed to the members or to have available to members on the 
web site of The Society of the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick in 
the City of New York an annual financial report in advance of the 
stated meeting in November.

The Board of Officers may direct the Treasurer to set aside 
each year from the income of the Society, such amount as the 
Board determines to be applied to the expenses in connection with 
the operation of the Society, including the preparation, printing, 
distribution and/or publication of a history or a part thereof.

The above provisions do not apply to the moneys dispensed by 
the Almoner or his report.

The Treasurer may be required to indemnify the Society by a 
surety bond in such amount as shall be stipulated by the Board of 
Officers from time to time, the cost of which shall be borne by the 
Society.

Secretary
SEC. 4. The Secretary shall have the custody of all member-

ship and statistical records and journals of the Society and the 
corporate seal, attend and act as Secretary at all meetings of the 
Society, the Board of Officers, the Committee on Admissions and 
the Committee on Charity, assure that minutes are properly taken, 
and keep a record of the proceedings of such meetings.

The Secretary shall at all times maintain a list of the member-
ship.  If any moneys of the Society are received by him, he shall 
transmit the same promptly to the Treasurer.

The Secretary shall promptly forward to each new member no-
tice of his election and to all members who are in good standing 
annual membership cards.  He shall cause to be prepared and de-
livered to each member a badge of the Society upon payment of 
the requisite fee therefor.

The Secretary shall receive and answer all written communi-
cations and mail to the members notices of stated or special meet-
ings and other notices required by these Bylaws.
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The Secretary shall act as Secretary to the Board of Stewards, 
issue all tickets for the anniversary dinner (checks for which shall 
be made to the order of the Society), guest tickets for the stated 
meetings and other functions of the Society.  He shall, at the con-
clusion of the anniversary dinner or other functions of the Society, 
submit to the Board of Officers a complete account of all moneys 
received by him and transmitted to the Treasurer.

The Secretary may be required to indemnify the Society by a 
surety bond in such amount as shall be stipulated by the Board of 
Officers from time to time, the cost of which shall be borne by the 
Society.

Almoner
SEC. 5. The Almoner shall, with the written authorization of the 

President, the First Vice-President, or the Second Vice-President, 
dispense in accordance with applicable law the moneys appropri-
ated by the Society to his use for the relief of indigent persons. 
He shall report to the Society at each stated meeting the amounts 
received and disbursed by him since the last stated meeting.

Historian
SEC. 6. The Historian shall assemble records, data or docu-

ments and endeavor to ascertain facts relating in any way to the 
activities or accomplishments of the Society or its members in 
order that a history of the Society may be prepared and a record 
of the activities or accomplishments of the Society or its mem-
bers may be preserved.  The Historian shall have charge of the 
preparation of such history.  Upon the completion of a history, or a 
part thereof, he shall submit it to the Board of Officers for review.  
After the approval of a history, or a part thereof, by the Board of 
Officers, that Board, when authorized by the Society, shall have 
the same published in a form determined by the Officers which 
may include (but shall not be limited to) electronic formats.

The Historian shall have charge of, and cause to be prepared, a 
“year book” which may cover more than one year’s activities, and 
which shall be distributed to the members at such time, and in a 
form determined by the Officers.
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ARTICLE V
BOARD OF OFFICERS

SEC. 1. The Board of Officers shall consist of the President, 
the First and Second Vice-Presidents, the Treasurer, the Secretary, 
the Almoner, and the Historian.  The President shall be Chairman 
of this Board.

SEC.2. Except as provided in these Bylaws, the Board of Of-
ficers shall manage and control the property, affairs and concerns 
of the Society and may incur any necessary or proper expenses in 
connection therewith.  The Board may from time to time authorize 
the employment of assistants to the Secretary and the Treasurer, 
whose compensation shall be fair and reasonable and shall be paid, 
as determined by the President, from the funds of the Society.

The Board shall approve the payment of all obligations of the 
Society, except as provided in these Bylaws.

SEC.3. The bonds of indemnity required of the Treasurer and 
Secretary shall be executed by a surety company or companies.  
Such bonds and any insurance policies issued to or held by the 
Society shall be approved by the Board of Officers and delivered 
to and kept in the possession of the President.  The premiums for 
such bonds and insurance policies shall be borne by the Society.

SEC.4. The past Presidents of the Society shall be entitled to 
attend the meetings of the Board of Officers in an advisory capac-
ity but shall have no vote.

SEC.5. Notice of meetings of the Board of Officers, stating the 
time, place and objects thereof, shall be given by the President or 
the Secretary by sending the same by first class mail to each mem-
ber thereof at his residence or business address, or by delivering 
the same to him personally or by electronic mail to the address 
provided to the Society by such member, not less than two nor 
more than fifteen days before the meeting, but such notice may be 
waived in writing by any member thereof either before or after the 
meeting.  Any Board member, or any Committee member, may 
participate in a meeting of such Board or Committee by means 
of a conference telephone or similar communications equipment 
which allows all persons participating in the meeting to hear each 
other at the same time.  Participation by such means shall consti-
tute presence in person at a meeting.  Electronic mail is not per-
mitted to participate or vote at Board or Committee meetings, but 
unanimous consents may be obtained by use of electronic mail.  
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SEC.6. A majority of the entire Board of Officers shall consti-
tute a quorum for the transaction of business or of any specified 
item of business.  The vote of a majority of the members of the 
Board present at the time of the vote, if a quorum is present at such 
time, shall be the act of the Board.

SEC.7. Any action required or permitted to be taken by the 
Board of Officers may be taken without a meeting if all members 
of the Board consent in writing to the adoption of a resolution 
authorizing the action.  The resolution and the written consents 
thereto by the members of the Board shall be filed with the min-
utes of the proceedings of the Board.

ARTICLE VI
BOARD OF STEWARDS AND COMMITTEES

SEC. 1. There shall be constituted in the manner hereinafter 
provided, a Board of Stewards and the following standing Com-
mittees that shall advise and assist the Board of Officers in the 
management of the affairs of the Society: Committee on Admis-
sions, Committee on Charity, Committee on Accounts and Com-
mittee on Finance.

Board of Stewards
SEC. 2. The Board of Stewards shall consist of not less than 

seven nor more than ten members to be appointed by the Presi-
dent, one of whom he shall designated as Chairman.  The officers 
shall be members of the Board of Stewards, although they shall 
not be included in the membership limits.

SEC.3. The Society shall, unless the Board of Stewards deter-
mines otherwise, hold an anniversary meeting, and dine together 
on Saint Patrick’s Day, except when Saint Patrick’s Day falls on 
Saturday or Sunday or any other day which the Stewards deter-
mine presents a impediment, in which event the festivities may be 
observed on such other day in March as shall be specified by the 
Board of Stewards.

The Board of Stewards shall fix the price of tickets, arrange the 
toasts and select guests of the Society for the anniversary dinner, 
and otherwise supervise the conduct of the dinner.

SEC.4. The Board of Stewards shall arrange for and supervise 
all other social functions or gatherings of the Society.
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SEC.5. The Board of Stewards shall regulate the admittance of 
guests to the meetings of the Society and maintain proper decorum 
and order.

Committee on Admissions
SEC. 6. The Committee on Admissions shall consist of not 

less than nine nor more than twelve members to be appointed by 
the President, one of whom he shall designate as Chairman.  The 
President and Secretary shall be ex-officio members of this Com-
mittee.

The Committee shall have the powers and perform the duties 
devolved upon it under and set forth in these Bylaws.

Committee on Charity
SEC. 7. The Committee on Charity shall consist of not less 

than seven nor more than ten members to be appointed by the 
President, one of whom he shall designate as Chairman.  The Of-
ficers shall also be members of this Committee.

The Society may, at a stated meeting, appropriate moneys from 
the funds of the Society to be disbursed for charitable purposes.  
The moneys so appropriated shall be allocated to such institutions 
or organizations as this Committee may determine and shall be 
disbursed by the Treasurer. The Treasurer shall report to the Soci-
ety at a stated meeting the amounts disbursed to each institution or 
organization, or announce in a mailing to members that this data 
may be viewed at the Society’s website or may be requested from 
the Society’s offices.

Committee on Accounts
SEC. 8. The Committee on Accounts shall consist of not less 

than seven nor more than ten members to be appointed by the 
President, one of whom he shall designate as Chairman.

This Committee shall audit the accounts of the Treasurer and 
Secretary and it may examine the proceedings of the Board of 
Officers, Board of Stewards and the Committees with respect to fi-
nances.  In connection with such audit, the Committee may retain 
an independent certified public accountant who shall receive rea-
sonable and customary compensation as approved by such Com-
mittee and shall be paid by the Society.  The accountant may not 
be a member of the Committee.
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The reports of the Committee shall be submitted to the Board 
of Officers.

Committee on Finance
SEC. 9. The Committee on Finance shall consist of not less 

than three nor more than five members, other than officers to be 
appointed by the President, one of whom he shall designate as 
Chairman.  The Committee shall be responsible for oversight of 
the investment of the Society’s funds in accordance with an In-
vestment Policy adopted by the Board of Officers.  With the ap-
proval of the President of the Society, the Committee may engage 
investment advisory or investment management services, and the 
costs thereof may be paid from funds held in such investment ac-
counts.

The Committee shall keep informed as to the securities held 
in the Capital Fund.  The Committee shall, not less than annu-
ally, issue its report to the Board of Officers on the status and 
performance of the Capital Fund. The Committee shall oversee 
competent professional managers engaged by the Board of Of-
ficers, including the review and approval of short and long term 
investment strategy and asset allocation, and the establishment of 
performance standards for the investment managers, all consistent 
with the Investment Policy adopted by the Board of Officers and 
with applicable Federal and New York State Statutes and Regula-
tions.

ARTICLE VII
FUNDS OF THE SOCIETY

SEC. 1. The funds of the Society shall be kept in accounts des-
ignated as the (a) Capital Fund (previously known as the Perma-
nent Fund), (b) General Fund (previously known as the Income 
Fund), and (c) such other temporary specific purpose Funds as 
may be approved by the Officers.  The Capital Fund shall consist 
of the securities and moneys now in the Permanent Fund and the 
moneys referred to in Section 2 of this Article VII, to become a 
part of the Capital Fund.  The General Fund shall consist of all 
moneys received by or for the Society not required to be placed in 
the Capital Fund.

SEC.2. The amounts received for Life Membership of the So-
ciety shall be contributed to the Capital Fund.  The Board of Of-
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ficers may utilize the Capital Fund for specific capital needs of 
the Society, or under exigent circumstances as determined by the 
Board of Officers in its sole discretion. The Board of Officers may 
determine that all or any part of the surplus income of the Society 
should be deposited in the Capital Fund.  The income of the Soci-
ety shall consist of initiation fees, dues, and the interest accruing 
from the investment of its Capital Fund.  

SEC.3. Cash and securities in the Capital Fund shall be placed 
in a custodian or similar account in such bank, trust company or 
other similar entity preferably in the City of New York as the Board 
of Officers shall designate; they shall not be withdrawn from such 
bank, trust company, or other entity, except upon the written ap-
proval of two of the officers of the Society.  The Board of Officers 
may also, in its discretion, hire a professional investment manager 
who may be given discretion to purchase or sell securities pursu-
ant to an investment policy adopted by the Board of Officers.  The 
professional investment manager shall be compensated, and such 
compensation shall be charged to the Capital Fund.

SEC.4. The moneys in the General Fund or other temporary 
specific purpose Funds, as provided in Section 1 of this Article 
VII, shall be deposited in such federally insured bank or trust com-
pany as the Board of Officers shall designate. 

SEC.5. No indebtedness or obligation shall be incurred for the 
account of the Society other than under the authority of specific 
appropriation made by the Society or as approved by the Board of 
Officers or as provided in these Bylaws.

SEC.6. The fiscal year of the Society shall be from Saint Pat-
rick’s Day in one year to the day before Saint Patrick’s Day next 
ensuing.

ARTICLE VIII
STATED MEETINGS OF THE SOCIETY

SEC. 1. The Society shall hold three stated meetings in each 
year, viz: on the first or second Monday following the second day 
of January; on the first Monday of May and on the second or third 
Monday of November, the last mentioned of which shall be con-
sidered the annual meeting of members. The President may alter 
a meeting date, consistent with the notices provisions in Sec 2 
below, when unusual circumstances or conditions make the sched-
uled date inadvisable or inconvenient for the membership.
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SEC.2. Each stated meeting of the Society shall be held at such 
hour and place as the Board of Officers shall designate by written 
notice given by first class mail or electronically to each member 
entitled to vote thereat not less than ten nor more than thirty days 
before the meeting. 

SEC.3. One hundred fifty members or thirty percent (30%) of 
the total number of members in good standing (whichever is less) 
shall be necessary to constitute a quorum at any stated meeting of 
the Society, except as provided in these Bylaws.

SEC. 4. At each stated meeting the order of business shall be 
as follows:

1—Roll call
2—Reading minutes of the last meeting
3—Reports of officers and committees
4—Election of officers (November Meeting)
5—Unfinished business
6—New business

ARTICLE IX
SPECIAL MEETINGS OF THE SOCIETY

SEC. 1. The President shall call special meetings of the Society 
when, in his judgment, it is necessary and appropriate.  It shall be 
the duty of the President to call special meetings at the written re-
quests of 2/3rds of the Board of Officers, or upon a request signed 
by fifty members of the Society or thirty percent (30%) of the total 
number of members in good standing (whichever is less).  Re-
quests for special meetings shall be in writing, fully setting forth 
the purpose thereof.  Written notice of each special meeting shall 
be given to each member entitled to vote thereat by first call mail 
or electronically and published on the web site given not less than 
ten nor more than fifty days before the date of the meeting and 
shall state the purpose or purposes for which the meeting is called. 

SEC.2. At special meetings one hundred fifty members or thir-
ty percent (30%) of the total number of members in good standing 
(whichever is less) shall be necessary to constitute a quorum

SEC.3. Special meetings shall be confined to the transaction of 
such business as is indicated in the notice of the meeting.  No other 
business may be lawfully conducted.
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ARTICLE X
AMENDMENTS TO BY LAWS

SEC.1. Suspension, repeal or amendment of any of the Bylaws 
of this Society shall be considered only when the proposal for 
such suspension, repeal or amendment shall have been submitted 
in writing at a previous stated meeting and a copy of such propos-
al shall have been incorporated in the notice of such meeting at 
which action upon the proposal is to be taken, provided that such 
notice must be a written or electronic notice sent at least 20 days 
in advance of the stated meeting with a blacklined version marked 
to show proposed changes to the Bylaws.

SEC.2. At any meeting where consideration is given to the 
adoption of any proposal for the suspension, repeal or amendment 
of any provision of these Bylaws, a resolution or motion for the 
adoption of any such proposal shall require a vote of the majority 
of the members present and entitled to vote.

ARTICLE XI
INDEMNIFICATION AND INSURANCE

SEC.1. Authorized Indemnification.  Unless clearly prohibited 
by law or Section 2 of this Article XI, the Society shall indemni-
fy any person (“Indemnified Person”) made, or threatened to be 
made, a party in any action or proceeding, whether civil, criminal, 
administrative, investigative or otherwise, including any action by 
or in the right of the Society, by reason of the fact that he or she 
(or his or her testator or intestate), whether before or after adop-
tion of this Section, is or was a director or officer of the Society.  
The indemnification shall be against all judgments, fines, penal-
ties, amounts paid in settlement (provided the Society shall have 
consented to such settlement) and reasonable expenses, including 
attorneys’ fees and costs of investigation, incurred by an Indemni-
fied Person with respect to any such threatened or actual action or 
proceeding, and any appeal thereof.

SEC.2. Prohibited Indemnification. The Society shall not 
indemnify any person if a judgment or other final adjudication 
adverse to the Indemnified Person establishes, or the Board of 
Officers in good faith determines, that such person’s acts were 
committed in bad faith or were the result of active and deliberate 
dishonesty and were material to the cause of action so adjudicated 
or that he or she personally gained in fact a financial profit or other 
advantage to which he or she was not legally entitled.
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SEC.3. Advancement of Expenses. The Society shall, on re-
quest of any Indemnified Person who is entitled to be indemni-
fied by the Society, pay or promptly reimburse the Indemnified 
Person’s reasonably incurred expenses in connection with an ac-
tion or proceeding prior to its final disposition.  However, no such 
advancement of expenses shall be made unless the Indemnified 
Person makes a binding, written commitment to repay the Society, 
with interest, for any amount advanced for which it is ultimately 
determined that he or she is not entitled to be indemnified under 
the law or Section 2 of this Article XI.  An Indemnified Person 
shall cooperate in good faith with any request by the Society that 
common legal counsel be used by the parities to such action or 
proceeding that are similarly situated unless it would be inappro-
priate to do so because of actual or potential conflicts of interest 
between the parties.

SEC.4. Indemnification of Others.  Unless prohibited by law 
or Section 2 of this Article XI, the Board of Officers may approve 
indemnification as set forth in Section 1 of this Article XI or ad-
vancement of expenses as set forth in Section 3 of this Article 
XI, to a person (or the testator or intestate of a person) who is or 
was employed by the Society or who is or was a volunteer for the 
Society, and who is made, or threatened to be made, a party in any 
action or proceeding, by reason of the fact of such employment 
or volunteer activity, including actions undertaken in connection 
with service at the request of the Society in any capacity for any 
other corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust, employee ben-
efit plan or other enterprise.

SEC.5. Insurance. The Society may purchase insurance if au-
thorized and approved by the Board of Officers.  To the extent 
permitted by law, such insurance may insure the Society for any 
obligation it incurs as a result of this Article XI or operation of 
law and it may insure directly the directors, officers, employees 
or volunteers of the Society for liabilities against which they are 
not entitled to indemnification under this Article XI as well as for 
liabilities against which they are not entitled to be indemnified by 
the Society.

SEC.6. Nonexclusive Rights.  The provisions of this Article XI 
shall not limit or exclude any other rights to which any person 
may be entitled under law or contract.  The Board of Officers is 
authorized to enter into agreements on behalf of the Society with 
any director, officer, employee or volunteer, providing them rights 
to indemnification or advancement of expenses in connection with 
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potential indemnification in addition to the provisions in this Ar-
ticle XI, subject in all cases to the limitations of Section 2 of this 
Article XI.

ARTICLE XII
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

SEC.1. Definition of Conflicts of Interest.  A conflict of interest 
will be deemed to exist whenever an individual is in the position 
to approve or influence the Society’s policies or actions which in-
volve or could ultimately harm or benefit financially: (a) the in-
dividual; (b) any member of his/her immediate family (spouse, 
parents, children, brothers or sisters, and spouses of these indi-
viduals); or (c) any organization in which he, she or an immediate 
family member is a director, trustee, officer, member, partner or 
more than 10% shareholder.  Service on the board of another not-
for-profit corporation shall not constitute a conflict of interest.

SEC.2. Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest.  An officer or com-
mittee member shall disclose a conflict of interest: (a) prior to 
voting on or otherwise discharging his/her duties with respect to 
any matter involving a conflict which comes before the Board or 
any committee thereof; (b) prior to entering into any contract or 
transaction involving a conflict; (c) as soon as possible after the 
director or officer learns of a conflict; and/or (d) on the annual 
conflict of interest disclosure form.  The Secretary of the Society 
shall distribute annually, 30 days prior to the Annual Meeting of 
Directors, to all Directors, Officers, committee members, and key 
employees a form soliciting the disclosure of all conflicts of inter-
est arising during the prior calendar year to date, including specific 
information concerning the terms of any contract or transaction 
with the Society and whether the process for approval set forth in 
Section 3 of this Article XII was satisfied.

SEC.3. Approval of Transactions Involving Potential Conflicts 
of Interest.  A Director or Officer who has or learns about an ac-
tual or potential conflict of interest should disclose promptly to 
the Secretary of the Society the material facts surrounding such 
actual or potential conflict of interest, including specific informa-
tion concerning the terms of any contract or transaction with the 
Society.  All efforts should be made to disclose any such contract 
or transaction and have it approved by the Board before the ar-
rangement is entered into.  Following receipt of information con-
cerning a contract or transaction involving a potential conflict of 



455

interest, the Board shall consider the material facts concerning the 
proposed contract or transaction including the process by which 
the decision was made to recommend entering into the arrange-
ment on the terms proposed.  The Board shall approve only those 
contracts or transactions in which (a) the terms are fair and reason-
able to the Society and (b) the arrangements are consistent with 
the best interests of the Society.  Fairness includes, but is not lim-
ited to, the concepts that the Society should pay no more than fair 
market value for any goods or services which the Society receives 
and that the Society should receive fair market value consideration 
for any goods or services that it furnishes to others.  The Board 
shall set forth the basis for its decision with respect to approval 
of contracts or transactions involving conflicts of interest in the 
minutes of the meeting at which the decision is made, including 
the basis for determining that the consideration to be paid is fair 
to the Society.

SEC.4. Validity of Actions. No contract or other transaction be-
tween the Society and one or more of its directors or officers, or 
between the Society and any other corporation, firm, association 
or other entity in which one or more of its directors or officers are 
directors or officers, or have a substantial financial interest, shall 
be either void or voidable for this reason alone or by reason alone 
that such director or directors or officer or officers are present at 
the meeting of the Board of Officers, or of a committee thereof, 
which authorizes such contract or transaction, or that his/her or 
their votes are counted for such purpose, if the material facts as 
to such director’s (or directors’) or officer’s (or officers’) inter-
est(s) in such contract or transaction were disclosed to the Board 
and the contract or transaction was thereafter approved by a vote 
sufficient for such purpose, counting the vote(s) of such interested 
director(s) or officer(s).  Common or interested officers shall be 
counted in determining the presence of a quorum at a meeting of 
the Board of Officers or committee which authorizes such contract 
or transaction.   

SEC.5. Employee Conflicts of Interest.  An employee of the 
Society with a potential conflict of interest in a particular matter 
shall promptly and fully disclose the potential conflict to his/her 
supervisor.  The employee shall thereafter refrain from participat-
ing in deliberations and discussions, as well as any decision, re-
lating to the matter and follow the direction of the supervisor as to 
how decisions of the Society which are the subject of the conflict 
will be determined.  The President shall be responsible for deter-
mining the proper way for the Society to handle decisions of the 
Society which involve unresolved employee conflicts of interest.  
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In making such determinations, the President may consult with 
legal counsel.  The President shall report to the Board at least an-
nually concerning employee conflicts of interest which have been 
disclosed and contracts and transactions involving employee con-
flicts which the President has approved.

ARTICLE XIII
MISCELLANEOUS

SEC.1. A member may resign from the Society by tendering 
his resignation in writing.  Such resignation, however, shall be 
accepted only upon the payment in full of his indebtedness to the 
Society.

SEC.2. Any member who commits or performs any act preju-
dicial to the best interest and reputation of the Society may, after 
a full and fair hearing before the Board of Officers, and on the 
recommendation of two-thirds of the members of such Board, be 
expelled by the Society.

SEC.3. At a stated or special meeting of the Society, the elec-
tion of the Nominating Committee or of any officer or the adop-
tion of a resolution or carrying of a motion shall require a majority 
of the members present and entitled to vote except as provided in 
these Bylaws.

SEC.4.The adoption of a resolution or carrying of a motion at a 
meeting of any Board or Committee except the Board of Officers 
shall require a majority vote of all the members of the respective 
Board or Committee.

SEC.5. Every member entitled to vote at a meeting of members, 
or to express consent or dissent without a meeting, may authorize 
another member or members to act for him by written proxy duly 
presented to the Secretary prior to the conduct of the business of 
the meeting.  All references in these Bylaws to members present 
at a meeting shall include those present by proxy as well as those 
present in person.

SEC.6. These Bylaws shall be governed by, and interpreted in 
a manner consistent with the laws of the State of New York.  In 
all questions involving the correct interpretation of these Bylaws 
the decision of the Board of Officers shall be final and conclusive.
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